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TodAy’S WeATher
Today: Mostly sunny morning.

Partly sunny afternoon. Spotty showers 
and storms in the afternoon and

early evening. Humidity increase. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy

and muggy.

Boy Scouts save the day
Westfield Scouts live motto “Be Prepared” at Memorial Day Ceremony
By AMY ADAMS
For The Reporter

On Saturday, May 27, 
Scouts from BSA Boys Troop 
107, Girls Troop 1070, and Cub 
Pack 126 in Westfield fulfilled 
their oath to do their duty to God 
and country when they stepped 
up to ensure that the more than 
100-year tradition at Summit 
Lawn Cemetery continued.

These Scouting units have 
been performing the flag cere-
mony as part of this event for 10 
to 15 years, maybe more consid-
ering Troop 107 is celebrating 
its 75th anniversary this year. 

Ceremony attendee Jim Hes-
ter first got involved with Troop 
107 when his oldest son joined 
about 20 years ago, and he served 
as the committee chair for years.

“In Scouts, you’re always 
getting asked to go here, there, 
and everywhere,” Hester said. 
“Back then, our motto sort of 
became ‘Westfield Scouts for 

Westfield Families.’ This cere-
mony is part of that tradition.” 

According to Barry Simp-
son, committee chair for Troop 
1070, Scouts also took on the 
responsibility of playing “Taps” 
when the ceremony’s previous 
bugler, a World War II veteran, 
was no longer able to continue. 

“All of this is voluntary,” 
Troop 107 Scoutmaster John 
Miles said. “The Scouts are all 
out here of their own will. As a 
veteran, I view Memorial Day as 
important. How do the kids know 
that unless we teach them?”

This ceremony proved to be 
quite a learning experience for 
the Scouts.

By 9:45 a.m., the Scouts were 
ready, as was the Honor Guard, 
composed of members of Carm-
el VFW Post 10003 and Carmel 
American Legion Post 155, which 
each merged with Westfield posts 
within the last 10 years. However, 
community members who were 
expected to conduct the ceremo-

ny had not arrived.
Realizing the problem, the 

Scouts quickly began coordinat-
ing an impromptu presentation.

At 10 a.m., without the usual 
podium and sound system, Life 

Scout Brad Bishop, a rising se-
nior at Westfield High School, 
stepped up as host, welcoming 
guests to the event. 

Reporter photo by Amy Adams
Scouts from BSA Boys Troop 107, Girls Troop 1070, and Cub Pack 126 salute the flag as it is lowered during the ceremony.

Reporter photo by Amy Adams
Life Scout Andrew Westra and retired Staff Sergeant Jeff 
Shelburne of the Indiana Army National Guard play “Taps.”

See Scouts . . . Page 3

All aboard 
NPX’s little
red caboose
Monon Caboose returns 
to the Arcadia Farmers 
Market thanks to Duke

The REPORTER
The historic Monon caboose operated 

by Nickel Plate Express (NPX) will travel 
to Arcadia on Thursday, June 8 for a special 
$5 per person caboose ride during the Arca-
dia Farmers Market.

Rides will depart from Main Street in 
Arcadia from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tickets will 
be available on-site. These low-cost rides are 
thanks to Duke Energy. The energy compa-
ny and NPX recently announced sponsor-
ship for the 2023 season focused on bringing 
affordable train rides to Northern Hamilton 
County. Duke’s sponsorship ensures operat-
ing costs are covered for these special rides 
and makes them accessible to NPX guests 
regardless of income.

More information on caboose rides, along 
with schedule information and secure tick-
et-ordering for NPX’s popular themed ex-
cursions, is available at NickelPlateexpress.
com. NPX’s historic railroad equipment is 
also available for chartered rides such as cor-
porate events, weddings, and other gatherings.

Community First 
Bank to hold Free 

Shred Day to 
benefit Westfield 
Youth Assistance

The REPORTER
Community First Bank of Indiana 

(CFB) will hold a Free Shred Day open to 
the community on Wednesday, June 7 at its 
branch located at 707 E. State Road 32 in 
Westfield.

All are welcome to drive through the 
branch parking lot between 11:30 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m. to drop off boxes of documents to 
be securely shredded with PROSHRED® 
Security. There is a limit of five boxes to be 
shredded per vehicle, and the event will end 
once the shred truck is full.

All documents will be shredded on-site, 
and 100 percent of the paper is recycled and 
eventually made into other paper products. 
Three-ring binders cannot be shredded.

Hamilton County 
accepting nonprofit 
grant applications

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County Commission-

ers and Councilors are now accepting 
grant applications from Hamilton Coun-
ty not-for-profits for funding in 2024. 
The Grant Program is intended to fur-
nish funding to organizations that pro-
vide services in furtherance of county 
goals and without the providing of these 
services the county may need to consid-
er the development of such programing.

Awards are provided based on ap-
plication score and funding available. 
Any funds awarded must be supported 
by other funding sources or document-
ed in-kind services and may only be 
distributed to Hamilton County based 
organizations. Complete information 
including eligibility criteria can be 
found at hamiltoncounty.in.gov/1682/
Non-profit-Grant-Application.

See Grants . . . Page 2

See Shred . . . Page 2

Nickel Plate Arts features Fishers 
artist Liz Hamstra during June

The REPORTER
Nickel Plate Arts is featur-

ing Liz Hamstra in the Stephen-
son House during the month of 
June. Information on the exhibit 
dates, receptions, and artist de-
tails for Hamstra and the oth-
er NPArts featured artists are 
available below.

Stephenson House
Liz Hamstra

Liz Hamstra is a multi-tal-
ented artist from Fishers. She 
graduated from Herron School 
of Art and Design with a BFA 
degree, specializing in ceram-
ics, photography, and art history. 
Her passion for art and creativi-
ty is evident in her vast body of 
work that spans across various 
mediums and genres.

With 10 years of experience 
teaching art at the Indianapolis 
Art Center, Hamstra has emerged 
as an accomplished teacher and 
mentor to several of her students. 
Her commitment to teaching 
and sharing her knowledge has 
helped push her own personal 
artwork in many directions. 

In the past two years, Ham-
stra’s focus has shifted towards 
two new projects – hand-paint-
ed guitars and large manda-
las with abstract designs. Her 
hand-painted guitars are a 
unique blend of music and art 
brought to life with the help of 
her husband. Her large mandala 
abstract designs are character-
ized by bold and bright colors 
and are a testament to her ver-

satility in exploring different 
art forms. These works are on 
display in her exhibit, “Neon 
Electric Moon,” for the month 
of June at Nickel Plate Arts.

Hamstra’s work has been 
showcased in several exhi-
bitions and galleries and has 
gained recognition for its intri-
cate detailing and high-quality 
craftsmanship. Her passion for 
creating art that ignites emo-
tions and inspires creativity is 
evident in her work. For her fu-
ture plans, she would like to ex-
plore larger mural paintings on 
non-traditional surfaces.

See Hamstra’s full exhibit, 
“Neon Electric Moon,” in the 
Stephenson House on the Nick-
el Plate Arts campus from noon 
to 5 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday, and from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturdays. You can meet 
Hamstra in person at Nickel 
Plate Arts’s June First Friday 
event from 6 to 9 p.m. or at her 
free public reception from 5 to 
8 p.m. on June 24, both held on 
the Nickel Plate Arts campus.

Meyer Najem
Mark Timmis 

Mark Timmis’s full exhib-
it, “Mark Timmis: One Man 
Show,” can be seen on the sec-
ond floor of Meyer Najem, lo-
cated at 11787 Lantern Road, 
Fishers, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 
You can meet Timmis at his 
free public reception from 5 to 
8 p.m. on Friday, June 2 in the 

Meyer Najem second-floor gal-
lery. The exhibit will be open 
through June 29.

Four Day Ray
Joy Tilson Cobb

Joy Tilson Cobb’s full ex-
hibit, “Free Flowing,” can be 

seen at Four Day Ray Brewing, 
located at 11671 Lantern Road, 
Fishers, from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sunday and Monday, 11 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. Tuesday through 

Photo illustration provided
Following 10 years of teaching art, Fishers artist Liz 
Hamstra has begun new projects over the past two years.

See Arts . . . Page 2
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Hamilton County’s 
Business Community

Hamilton County Business Magazine  
publishes online six times a year

FREE Online Subscription 
Scan the QR Code

www.hamiltoncountybusiness.com

Applications are due by 
4:30 p.m. on Friday, June 9. 
Applications received after 
the deadline will not be ac-
cepted. Award recipients will 
be notified on or after Mon-
day, Nov. 13 and funds will 
be distributed in January.  

For additional questions 
not answered in the appli-
cation, please contact either 
County Councilor Sue Maki 
at Sue.Maki@hamilton-
County.in.gov or Director of 
Administration Lee Bucking-
ham at Lee.Buckingham@
hamiltonCounty.in.gov.

Maki Buckingham

Grants
from Page 1

Over time, unused docu-
ments like medical records, 
credit card statements, and 
bills can build up in a home 
or office and pose a securi-
ty threat. Ensuring that all 
these items are properly dis-

posed of by using document 
shredding can prevent this 
personal information from 
falling into the wrong hands. 
Community First Bank’s 
Free Shred Days are a part 
of the bank’s commitment to 

supporting its communities.
Donations will be wel-

come to support Westfield 
Youth Assistance Program 
(WYAP), which was formed 
in 2009 to serve as an ear-
ly intervention advocate for 

youth ages 3 to 17 who are 
facing challenging life cir-
cumstances.

Find the event details at 
CFBindiana.com/shred.

About Community 
First Bank

Community First Bank 
(CFB) was chartered in 
2003 in Kokomo and is 
committed to keeping out-
standing customer service, 
local decision-making, and 
relationship-building at its 
core. The locally owned 
and operated bank currently 
has branches in Indianapo-
lis, Kokomo, Westfield, 
and Noblesville. Additional 
information can be found at 
CFBIndiana.com. MEM-
BER FDIC, Equal Housing 
Lender.

Thursday, and from 11 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. The exhibit is open 
through June 29.

About Nickel Plate Arts
Nickel Plate Arts is an 

umbrella nonprofit organi-
zation that creates and co-
ordinates arts and cultural 
experiences across commu-
nities in eastern Hamilton 
County and the surround-
ing areas to improve the 
quality of life for residents, 
strengthen local economies 
and enrich experiences for 
visitors. Nickel Plate Arts is 
a project of Hamilton Coun-
ty Tourism, Inc. Learn more 
at NickelPlateArts.org.

Arts
from Page 1

Shred
from Page 1

Indulge in Westfield High School’s ‘American 
Pie’ concert during June 1 Farmers Market

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County 

Bicentennial commem-
orates the county's 200 
years of history and takes 
place throughout 2023. The 
month of June has been des-
ignated as the celebration of 
Washington Township.

On Thursday, June 1, 
see how Westfield High 
School reminds everyone 
how much WHS rocks with 
the “American Pie” concert. 
This is a themed concert 
that takes the audience on a 
journey through history via 
music. The theme for this 
year is “I’m going back to 
Indiana.” The student per-
formers and the school’s 
professional house band, led 
by Mr. Jeff McLaughlin, are 

top tier. This is a free con-
cert and will be a reprise of 
the group’s May fundraiser. 
Merchandise will be avail-
able for purchase. The con-
cert begins at 6 p.m.

This event is being pre-
sented by the Westfield 
Washington Township, 
Westfield Welcome, the 
Westfield Chamber of Com-
merce and Downtown West-
field Association.

The Westfield Farmers 
Market will take place from 
5 to 8 p.m. in Grand Junc-
tion Plaza just north of the 
stage. Click here to learn 
more.

VIP Package
While the concert is free 

and open to everyone, VIP 
Packages are available and 

include a 10-by-10-foot re-
served area on the Great 
Lawn for up to four people, 
two commemorative bicen-
tennial blankets, a Hamilton 
County Bicentennial cooler 
bag, and a graze box from 
317 Charcuterie for $200. 
Click here to request your 
VIP Package.

* * *
Learn more about the 

Hamilton County Bicenten-
nial Celebration at ham-
CoTurns200.com. The Bi-
centennial celebration was 
created with these guiding 
principles in mind: Cele-
brate, Reflect, Represent 
and Collaborate. The month 
of June is dedicated to high-
lighting Westfield Washing-
ton Township.

Graphic provided
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Community First Bank, 707 E SR 32, Westfield
Limit of 5 Boxes per vehicle. CFBindiana.com/shred

Donations are welcome!
All proceeds will go directly to 

Westfield Youth Assistance Program

Wedensday, June 7
11:30 a.m. - 1p.m.

Bank of Indiana

Community Free
Shred Day!

W E ST F I E L D

Four intermediate- and 
middle-school Scouts who 
weren’t expecting to con-
duct the flag ceremony, 
carefully lowered and raised 
the flag while onlookers sa-
luted or placed their hands 
over their hearts.

Retired Army Lieu-
tenant Colonel Roy Adams, 
an assistant Scoutmaster 
for Troop 107, filled in as 
speaker, talking about what 
a former commander called 
the “blanket of freedom.”

“Some service mem-
bers, including in my own 
formation, never got to 
come home,” Adams said. 
“That’s really what Memo-
rial Day is about. We are 
remembering those who 
fought and gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice for us and for 
our country, and they have 
provided us with that ‘blan-
ket of freedom.’”

Following the extem-
porized speech, Life Scout 
Jackson Eyler, a rising ju-
nior at WHS whose father, 
Rob Eyler, is the chaplain 
for Troop 107, led those in 
attendance in a prayer fol-
lowed by a moment of si-
lence to honor the fallen.

As scheduled, the sev-
en-member joint Honor 
Guard under Sergeant-at-
Arms Steve Wyatt, from 
VFW Post 10003,  fired the 
traditional three-volley sa-
lute with rifles, what some 
call a 21-gun salute.

While Life Scout An-
drew Westra, a rising ju-
nior who plays tuba in the 
WHS Marching Band, was 
prepared to play “Taps” on 
his trombone, he also wel-
comed a last-minute change.

Retired Staff Sergeant 
Jeff Shelburne, a veteran 
of the Indiana Army Na-
tional Guard, was visiting 
his wife’s grave at the cem-
etery with his sons Brad 
and Andy, also veterans. 
Shelburne, a past bugler 
and trumpeter for the 38th 
Infantry Division Band, 
had his instrument on hand. 
So Westra and Shelburne 
improvised a duet of the 
mournful song, with Shel-
burne playing harmony on 
his silver trumpet.

As if jumping in to fill 
unexpected positions isn’t 
impressive enough, follow-
ing the conclusion of the 
ceremony by Bishop, about 
two dozen Scouts and lead-
ers traveled to Carmel Cem-
etery on Range Line Road 
to assist with placing flags 
at veterans’ graves. 

On Monday, a caravan 
of the same Scouting units 
traveled to participate in 
Memorial Day ceremonies 
in Westfield at Hamilton 
Memorial Park, Fallen Hoo-
sier Heroes Memorial for 
Enduring Freedom, and Lit-
tle Eagle Creek Cemetery 
and in Carmel at Old Blue 
Cemetery and at Carmel 

Cemetery.
They returned to Carmel 

Cemetery for a third time on 
Tuesday evening to help re-
move the flags for safekeep-
ing and to place a coin on 
the gravestones as a symbol 
they paid their respects to 
the service member.

Find out more about 
Troops 107 and 1070 and 
Pack 126 at troopwebhost.
org/Troop107Westfield 
and pack126.info and more 
about Carmel VFW Post 
10003 at facebook.com/
CarmelVFW and Carmel 
American Legion Post 155 
at post155.org.

By AMY ADAMS
For The Reporter

On Saturday, May 27, 
area Scouts participated in 
Memorial Day commem-
orations across Hamilton 
County. Here are a few 
highlights:
Fishers BSA Troop 199

Around 65 Scouts and 
family members from BSA 
Troop 199, under the lead-
ership of Scoutmaster Bry-
an Spellman, placed around 
2,100 flags at Oaklawn Me-
morial Gardens on Allison-
ville Road in Fishers.

“Scouts, siblings, par-
ents, and grandparents spent 
the morning honoring our 
veterans,” Spellman said.

They will collect the 
flags next Saturday and 
store them.

 Scout Troop 199 meets 
on Tuesday evenings from 
7 to 8:15 pm at Holy Fam-
ily Lutheran Church at 
11445 Fishers Pointe Blvd. 
For more information, visit 
troop199.org.
Noblesville BSA Troop 
150 and Cub Pack 150

Scouts and family mem-
bers from Scout Troop 150 
and Cub Pack 150, under 
the direction of Commit-
tee Chair Joanne Burfeind, 
assisted Noblesville Amer-
ican Legion Post 45 in plac-
ing flags around 1,000 flags 
at Crownland Cemetery in 
Noblesville. 

“The Scouts were a big 
help and hopefully learned 

a little along the way,” said 
Post 45 Commander John 
Morris.

Troop 150, under the 
leadership of Scoutmas-
ter Tim Triplett, meets on 
Thursday evenings at Cyn-
theanne Christian Church 
at 13151 Cyntheanne Road 
in Fishers. Pack 150, un-
der the leadership of Cub-
master Matt Blasdel, meets 
once a month on the second 
Wednesday at Wayne Town-
ship Fire Department at 
18441 Durbin Road in No-
blesville.
Cicero BSA Boys Troop 
103, Girls Troop 1030 

& Cub Pack 103
Cub Pack 103 had as-

sisted in placing flags on 
service member’s graves at 
Cicero Cemetery on Thurs-
day evening, May 25.

Then on Saturday, May 
27, Scouts from BSA Boys 
Troop 103 and Girls Troop 
1030 took part in the annu-
al parade hosted by Cicero 
American Legion Post 96. 
Under the leadership of 
Dan Biddle, who serves as 
Scoutmaster of Troop 103 
and committee member 
for Troop 103 and Pack 
103, participants marched 
to the Cicero Bridge 
where “Taps” was played 
and a wreath was dropped 
over the bridge in honor 
of fallen sailors and mem-
bers of the Coast Guard. 
The procession then con-
tinued on to Cicero Cem-
etery where, following a 

21-gun salute, a cross was 
laid for fallen soldiers, air-
men, and marines. Several 
Scouts participated in the 

event as members of the 
Hamilton Heights High 
School Band.

Find out more about 

these Scouting units at 
CiceroScouts.org. 

These are just a few 
of the many BSA Scout 

Troops and Cub Packs in 
Hamilton County. To find a 
troop or pack near you, visit 
BeAScout.scouting.org.

Photos provided
(Top) Scouts from BSA Troop 199 offer a salute to service members at Oaklawn Memorial Cemetery 
where they placed 2,100 flags. (Above left) Scouts and family members from BSA Troop 150 and 
Cub Pack 150 placed around 1,000 flags at Crownland Cemetery in Noblesville. (Above right) Scouts 
from BSA Boys Troop 103 and BSA Girls Troop 1030 participated in the annual Memorial Day parade 
hosted by Cicero American Legion Post 96.

County Scouts “do a good turn” for Memorial Day

Scouts
from Page 1

Reporter photos by Amy Adams
(Above) A joint Honor Guard, composed of members of Carmel VFW Post 10003 and American 
Legion Post 155, under Sergeant-At-Arms Steve Wyatt, fired a traditional three-volley salute with 
rifles. (Below left) Retired Army Lieutenant Colonel Roy Adams filled in as speaker for the Memorial 
Day event on Saturday, May 27. (Below right) Four Scouts prepare to perform the flag ceremony at 
Summit Lawn Cemetery in Westfield.
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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com

Jurassic 
Express  

Board the Jurassic Express for a  
family-friendly 90-minute, action-packed 

train ride with dino adventures. Learn dino 
facts, see artifacts and excavate dino eggs 

on this prehistoric journey

June 10 and 11 at 1 and 3 p.m.

NickelPlateExpress.com

Donuts and Dads 
Express  

Celebrate Father’s Day on the Nickel Plate 
Express with a 65-minute train ride.  

Start the day with coffee or orange juice 
and a tasty donut

June 17 at 10 and 11:30 a.m.

NickelPlateExpress.com

Ales and Rails
Sip & Savor on the train! Enjoy an hour 

and a half cruise through the countryside on 
our historic 1956 train equipment.  

This 21 and over ride includes three beer 
samples and snacks

June 17 at 1:30 p.m.

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday June 2
Bobby Stardust 
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Business Cards

By AMY ADAMS
For The Reporter

In 2020, when Carmel 
resident Deb May heard that 
the traditional flag place-
ment wouldn’t take place at 
Carmel Cemetery because 
of COVID restrictions, she 
decided to take matters into 
her own hands.

May’s father, Loren 
Haskett, served as a techni-
cal sergeant during World 
War II with the 1st Infantry 
Division, nicknamed “The 
Big Red One” after the 
shoulder patch worn by the 
soldiers. Haskett stormed 
Omaha Beach on D-Day 
… and lived to tell about it. 
When Haskett passed away 
in 2008, he was laid to rest 
in Carmel Cemetery, and 
May wasn’t about to let a 
year pass without seeing a 
flag placed on his grave for 
Memorial Day.

She contacted local 
Scout troops who were ea-
ger to help out not only be-
cause of their desire to hon-
or our nation’s heroes but 
also due to the fact that ser-
vice opportunities were hard 
to come by during COVID.

Deb and her husband 
have continued to “wran-
gle” the flags each year 
since 2020, according to 
Brad May.

“We take care of the 
flags and come and oversee 
the placement and removal 
of the flags,” Brad said. “We 
go through every flag, and if 
any are worn out, we bundle 
them for proper disposal.” 

The VFW provides any 
new flags that are needed, 
and the American Legion 
stores them during the year.

This year, Scouts BSA 
Boys Troop 107, Girls 
Troop 1070, and Cub Pack 
126 from Westfield and the 
Innovation 1 Swim Team 
from Carmel Swim Club 
were on hand to place flags 
on Saturday, May 27.

Andrew Fitzgerald, a 
colonel with the Indiana 
Guard Reserve and a lead-
er with Carmel VFW Post 
10003, offered instruction 
on how to properly place 
the flags at gravesites and 
pay respects to fallen ser-

vice members. Then Scouts, 
swimmers, and family mem-
bers received maps from 
Laurie Andrews, whose 
husband Todd Andrews 
manages Carmel Cemetery. 
The sectioned-off cemetery 
maps identified the graves 
of more than 300 service 
members.

Later in the evening, 
the Andrews placed about 
20 flags at Poplar Ridge, a 
smaller cemetery that dates 
back to the 1800s and falls 
under the umbrella of Carm-
el Cemetery.

Carmel Swim Club team 
Innovation 1 chose to partic-
ipate in the flag placement 
as one of their two service 
projects for the year. Swim-
mer Vivian Jordan’s father, 
Kyle, a former Army medic, 
helped coordinate the effort.

“It’s a service that needs 
to be done,” Jordan said.

“And it’s a great oppor-
tunity to give back,” said In-
novation 1 Coach Melanie 
Pulley.

Other Innovation 1 fami-
lies joined the Jordans.

“We have family mem-
bers who have served, so 
my son Grayson was all in 
on it,” said Julie Cardona.

Among Scout fami-
lies placing flags together 
were the Jorays and the Pa-
covskys. 

Life Scout Eliza Jo-
ray came to serve with her 
father, Girls Troop 1070 
Scoutmaster Craig Joray, 
and her mother, Kara, who 
is an assistant Scoutmaster. 

Christopher Pacovsky, 
Cubmaster for Pack 126, 
and his wife Kristina placed 
flags with their sons, Oscar 
and Conrad.

Coordinated by Boys 
Troop 107 Scoutmaster 
John Miles, Scouts from 
the boys and girls troops re-
turned to Carmel Cemetery 
for the ceremony on Mon-
day. They returned a third 

time on Tuesday evening 
to help remove the flags for 
safekeeping and to place a 
coin on the gravestones as a 
symbol that they paid their 
respects to the service mem-
ber. 

You can find out more 
about these Scouting units at 
troopwebhost.org/Troop-
107Westfield/Index.htm 
and pack126.info, about 
Carmel Swim Club at tea-
munify.com/team/incsc/
page/home, and about Car-
mel VFW Post 10003 on 
their Facebook page at face-
book.com/CarmelVFW.

Flag placement at Carmel 
Cemetery is all about family

Reporter photo by Amy Adams
Flag organizers Brad and Sue May look on as Craig and Kara Joray, leaders of Scouts BSA Girls Troop 
1070, salute a flag they just placed at the grave of Sue’s father, D-Day survivor Loren Haskett.

Reporter photos by Amy Adams
(Above left) Kristina Pacovsky holds flags as her son Conrad places a flag 
at a service member’s grave. (Above right) Cub Pack 126 Cubmaster of 
Christopher Pacovsky and his son Oscar show respect as they place flags.
(Below) Retired Army medic Kyle Jordan and other family members look 
on as Carmel Swim Club swimmers Grayson Cardona, Annie Lefever, 
Vivian Jordan, and Jack Lefever place flags and show their respect at a 
service member’s grave.

The REPORTER
Conner Prairie, 13400 

Allisonville Road, Fishers, 
welcomes back the White 
River Base Ball Club and 
the Reds Hall of Fame 1869 
Red Stockings for a vintage 
baseball game played with 
1869 rules.

The event will start at 
noon on Saturday, June 10 
with opening festivities, fea-

turing the singing of “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” and 
the “Star Spangled Banner,” 
introduction of the players, 
and the first pitch.

A new scoreboard has 
been added to help guests 
keep track of the game’s 
progression, as well as an-
nouncers to help explain 
what guests are seeing on 
the grounds and provide 

some history about our na-
tional past-time.

Get the chance to collect 
all five collectible baseball 
cards featuring select players 
from the Negro Leagues and 

the All-American Girls Pro-
fessional Baseball League.

This event is included 
with daily admission. 

For more information, 
visit ConnerPrairie.org.

White River Base Ball Club returns to Conner Prairie

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
http://troopwebhost.org/Troop107Westfield/Index.htm
http://troopwebhost.org/Troop107Westfield/Index.htm
http://pack126.info/
http://www.teamunify.com/team/incsc/page/home
http://www.teamunify.com/team/incsc/page/home
http://www.teamunify.com/team/incsc/page/home
http://www.facebook.com/CarmelVFW
http://www.facebook.com/CarmelVFW
https://www.connerprairie.org/
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Noblesville 
Lions Club 

Grillin’ on the Square
Under the Big Tent 

Pork Chops, Chicken, 
Dogs, and Extras

FRIDAY, June 2
Lunch/Dinner  

11:00AM to 8:00PM
$13 Advance   $15 At the Door   

$8 Hotdog

SATURDAY, June 3
Breakfast 

7:00AM to 11:00AM
$6 Adult   $4 Kids

Advance tickets available from any Lion

Darlington Bed Race
set for Friday evening
on Courthouse Square
The REPORTER

The event that has his-
torically been the ‘kick off 
to summer on the square’ 
returns this year.

Supporting the Boys & 
Girls Club of Noblesville 
and Noblesville Parks & 
Recreation, the 11th annu-
al event will raise funds to 
support youth programs that 
take place during out-of-
school times. The Bed Race 
will also serve as June’s First 
Friday event for Noblesville 
Main Street.

“Last year the Bed Race 
raised over $20,000 to fund 
scholarships for our youth 
programs,” BGCN Director 
of Club Operations Abby 
Stutesman said. “These 
scholarships provide posi-
tive, engaging activities for 
local kids and are needed 
now more than ever. Youth 
are needing the freedom 
and social connections that 
our organizations offer, 
and families are needing 
the financial assistance that 
events like the Bed Race 
make possible.”

Since its inception, the 
annual Bed Race has been 

generously ti-
tle sponsored 
by Darlington 
Snacks. Matteo’s 
will once again 
sponsor the event 
with the Track-
side VIP Race 
Dinner, which 
will expand this 
year to provide 
the ultimate Bed Race expe-
rience to more guests with 
their three-course meal and 
up-close seating. Other lo-
cal businesses are invited to 
sponsor the downtown event 
and showcase their support 
to more than 1,000 onlook-
ers over the course of the 
evening.

“Kicking off summer 
and putting school to bed 
has always been our mot-
to,” Stutesman said. “Pro-
viding an exhilarating, free 
of charge, family-friendly 
atmosphere downtown on 
the first Friday of summer 
is our goal. This year’s com-
petition is sure to be just as 
intense – especially with our 
new rivalry between the Po-
lice and Fire Departments!”

Sponsorship and part-

nership opportu-
nities to support 
the event are now 
available, and 
teams can reserve 
their spot in the 
11th annual event 
at BGCNI.org. 
For information, 
questions and 
requests, email 

Stutesman at astutesman@
bgcni.org.

About the Boys & Girls 
Club of Noblesville
The Boys & Girls Club 

of Noblesville provides 
high-quality, low-cost pro-
grams for youth members 
with the help of donors and 
sponsors. Between the Club, 
the Community Center and 
Camp Crosser, we provide 
opportunities for members 
to enjoy activities and ex-
periences that help shape 
character and offer new per-
spectives. We are dedicated 
to inspiring and enabling all 
young people to reach their 
full potential as productive, 
caring, responsible citizens 
by promoting leadership, 
character, health and physi-
cal development.

Photo provided
The Darlington Bed Race is known for kicking off summer in the city of Noblesville.

Stutesman

The REPORTER
The Hamilton 

County Highway De-
partment began con-
struction at the inter-
section of 146th Street 
and Allisonville Road 
last week. The $44 
million project will re-
duce congestion and 
increase safety by con-
verting the intersection 
into a grade-separated inter-
change, with 146th Street 
going over a roundabout on 
Allisonville Road. 

“We know it’s an incon-
venience now, but we’re 
certain this project will be 
worth it in the end,” High-
way Director Brad Davis 
said. “In the meantime, 
we’re committed to doing 
whatever we can to commu-
nicate the latest information 

to residents and motorists.” 
The Highway Depart-

ment has created an informa-
tional website and an e-news-
letter that provide the very 
latest on construction and 
lane restrictions. Both can be 
found at streamline146.com.

“146th Street is the main 
east-west artery in our coun-
ty, running 17 miles from the 
Boone County Line to I-69,” 
County Commissioner Mark 
Heirbrandt said. “The Alli-

sonville Road intersec-
tion in particular is one 
of the most traveled. 
Approximately 44,000 
vehicles travel through 
it every day, so it’s crit-
ical we make these up-
grades to keep up with 
the growing needs of 
our community.” 

The worksite speed 
limit is set at 35 mph. 

Delays are anticipated 
during peak hours. Mo-
torists are asked to exer-
cise caution while driving 
through the intersection 
and to seek alternate routes 
when feasible. Construc-
tion should be complete by 
Summer 2025. A similar 
project is expected to start 
at the intersection of 146th 
Street and Hazel Dell Park-
way in the Summer of 2026.

davis heirbrandt

146th & Allisonville construction 
project now has its own website

https://bgcni.org/
mailto:astutesman%40bgcni.org?subject=
mailto:astutesman%40bgcni.org?subject=
https://www.hyperionplayers.com/
http://www.streamline146.com/
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Stony Creek Church of Christ
“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”

15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville
(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 Jesus calls us to love all people and extend good to all 
men. He wants us to respect all people. He tells us not to 
make distinctions between people. Those are the kind of 
people you will meet at the Stony Creek Church of Christ. 
We are simply people wanting to go to heaven and take 
others with us. We want to be Christians like you can read 
about in the New Testament – nothing more and nothing 

else. If that sounds like the kind of people with whom you desire to assemble – 
check us out!
 At the Stony Creek Church of Christ, we assemble on Sundays and Wednesdays to 
seek a better understanding of Jesus and His ways. You are encouraged and invited to join us 
for those studies or call for a private study.

A Warm Friendly Welcome 
Awaits You!

Submitted
American Senior Com-

munities (ASC) Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) 
Donna Kelsey, 
in collaboration 
with the ASC 
Board of Direc-
tors, has appoint-
ed Steve Van 
Camp, ASC’s 
current Chief Fi-
nancial Officer 
(CFO) to succeed 
her as CEO ef-
fective Thursday, 
June 1. Kelsey 
will remain with 
ASC and transi-
tion to a Senior 
Advisor role for 
the company.

U n d e r 
Kelsey’s lead-
ership for the 
past seven years, 
ASC emerged 
stronger, adding 
new benefits and 
technology to 
support employ-
ees, achieving 
a CMS Quali-
ty score above 
state and na-
tional averages, 
and attaining the 
highest levels of customer 
satisfaction among many 
other accomplishments.

During her tenure as 
CEO, Kelsey was honored 
as one of Indiana Business 
Journal’s 2020 Women 
of Influence, and under 
her leadership, ASC was 
named Indy’s Top Work-
place in 2020. Most re-
cently, she was inducted 
into the 2023 McKnight’s 

Women of Distinction Hall 
of Honor. McKnight’s is 
the preeminent national 
media outlet for the senior 

care profession, 
and the Hall of 
Honor category 
celebrates wom-
en leaders who 
have made sig-
nificant impact 
on their organi-
zation and the 
profession.

“Donna has 
poured every-
thing she has into 
making our orga-
nization success-
ful, during a very 
challenging time 
in health care,” 
Van Camp said. 
“She has cham-
pioned some of 
the most effec-
tive initiatives 
our company has 
ever implement-
ed, and we offer 
her our most pro-
found gratitude 
for all she has 
done and will 
continue to do as 
Senior Advisor.”

In her new 
role as Senior Advisor, 
Kelsey will focus on lead-
ership development and 
government advocacy for 
the senior care profession.

Taking the helm, Van 
Camp has served ASC 
successfully as CFO for 
nearly five years, and 
brings over 30 years of ex-
perience in operations and 

Kelsey

Van Camp

dice

American Senior
Communities reveals 
CEO succession plan

Summer full of Kids TRI for Kids 
triathlons scheduled for Indy area
The REPORTER

This summer, kids ages 
6 to 14 and their friends can 
enjoy five triathlons which 
are designed just for kids. 
Kids TRI for Kids (KTFK) 
offers safe races where kids 
can learn the value of fun 
competition.

The initiative of Kids 
TRI for Kids is to provide 
friendly competition and 
also help kids form healthy 
fitness habits by taking part 
in affordable fitness options 
– swimming, biking and 
running.

The 2023 dates and lo-
cations are June 11, Kathy 
Dowling Aquatics Center 
in Greenfield; July 4, Zi-
onsville High School; July 
30, TRI Indy at White River 
State Park; Aug. 13, Riviera 
Club; and Aug. 27, Green-
wood Freedom Springs 
Aquatics Park.

Registration for the 
races is currently open. 
Triathlons and Duath-
lons are available for each 
date. Each race will have 
varied distances based on 
their layouts. You can vis-
it the Kids TRI website, 
KidsTrIforKids.com, and 
get details about each race.

The events are open to 
children aged 6 to 14. The 
age of the participant is de-
termined by age as of Dec. 
31, 2023. All races are $30 
online and $45 if registering 
at the race. Family special: 
$30 for first two children 
then $25 for each additional 
child.

USAT Membership is 
also required. Youth mem-
bership is $10 and will be 
good for one year. Please 

register online before your 
first race and bring evidence 
of your USAT member 
number to each race. You 
can register at member.us-
atriathlon.org/login.

Awards will be given at 
each race. Each triathlete 
will receive a participation 
ribbon with a goodie bag. 
Kids TRI for Kids medals 
will be awarded for first 
through third places in each 
age division.

For each race, partici-
pants will receive an addi-
tional award based on the 
number of races they have 
participated in:

• One race = T-shirt
• Two races= a water 

bottle
• Three races = a sling 

bag
• Four races = a race belt

• Five races = a KTFK 
trophy

Kid TRI for kKds also 
partners with Best Buddies 
and other groups to help 
get ALL kids involved with 
physical activity. If you 
know of any groups who 
would benefit from being a 

part of Kids TRI for Kids, 
please feel free to contact 
Kids TRI for more infor-
mation. Kids TRI for Kids 
also welcomes sponsors, 
donations and volunteers for 
their events. Visit the web-
site or Facebook for more 
information.

Photo provided
Several triathlons are planned for the Indy metropolitan area this summer.

weather is unpredictable . . . paul poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown weatherman!

See ASC . . . Page 8

https://www.facebook.com/stonycreekcoc/
http://www.kidstriforkids.com/
https://member.usatriathlon.org/login
https://member.usatriathlon.org/login
http://www.kidstriforkids.com/
http://www.kidstriforkids.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KTFKtriathlon/
http://paulpoteet.com
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This week, 
my husband and 
I received some 
unexpected but 
exciting news – 
a previous fos-
ter child of ours 
is coming back 
“home.” Addi-
tionally, she is 
changing her plan 
with us to “adoption.”

This will be the fifth 
child that my husband and 
I have fostered and then ad-
opted, and it will mean our 
family is full. After fostering 
for five years with 12 differ-
ent kids, we will no longer be 

a part of the foster 
system. And so, I 
am writing today 
to encourage new 
members of our 
community to get 
involved in foster-
ing.

The timing 
could not be more 
aligned because 

May is Foster Care Aware-
ness Month. Years ago, 
when I first became a foster 
parent, I wasn’t sure what to 
expect. But fostering gave 
me a whole new purpose in 
life. It is an incredible priv-
ilege to be the rock for a 

child in the scariest moment 
of their life. You get to love 
them, show up for them, and 
encourage them. You get to 
provide safety, security, rou-
tine, and structure. Often, 
these are things they need 
now more than ever before. 
It is extremely rewarding to 
give them a sense of control 
when they have felt com-
pletely powerless.

Even if you are not ready 
to make the commitment to 
fostering, there are other 
ways to get involved. Some 
people chose to join A Care 
Community, a group of peo-
ple working together to help 

foster families with whatev-
er they need the most. Care 
Communities can bring 
families dinners, help with 
childcare, or help around 
the house. For my family, 
our Care Community from 
Grace Church was an essen-
tial part of us being success-
ful foster parents.

Additionally, I believe 
there is no better place to 
foster kids than the city of 
Westfield. Westfield Schools 
understand the education-
al support needed to make 
things easier for foster fam-
ilies when registering new 
kids. They even help with 

providing supplies, books, 
and free meals whenever 
they are needed. Westfield’s 
special school programs, 
like the Open Doors Food 
Pantry and Community Gar-
dens, are incredibly valu-
able resources and can help 
settle kids as they transition 
to their new community. 

Finally, the Westfield 
Youth Assistance Program 
can also be a huge support to 
ensure a foster family’s suc-
cess. WYAP will work with 
a family to find kids mentors 
for their specific needs. All 
these programs make West-
field the perfect city to sup-

port getting involved in the 
foster program.

No matter how short 
your time with them, you 
make a life changing impact 
on a child’s life when you 
decide to foster. So today I 
am asking you to consider 
making one of the greatest 
contributions you can make 
to children in our communi-
ty – fostering. 

Alexis Lowry is a foster 
mother, small business own-
er, and candidate for West-
field City Council District 
4. You can learn more about 
her online at AlexisFor-
Westfield.com.

By GREGG
MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

How dangerous is social 
media for teens?

It’s a question people are 
asking after U.S. Surgeon 
General Vivek Murthy is-
sued an advisory Tuesday 
that says there’s not enough 
evidence to determine 
whether social media is safe 

enough for children and ad-
olescents when it comes to 
their mental health.

Dr. Jerome Adams, the 
WISH-TV medical expert 
and a former U.S. surgeon 
general, addressed the mat-
ter on last Friday’s News 8 
at 5 p.m.

“We know that we are in 
the midst of a mental health 
crisis nationally, and it’s 
particularly pronounced for 

our young people,” Adams 
said. “What we’ve found in 
what Dr. Murphy points out 
in that study is that social 
media is a big precipitant of 
these mental health issues. 

“If you spend more than 
three hours on social media 
as a young person every 
day, you are twice as likely 
to have anxiety and depres-
sive symptoms, and they’ve 
actually found that if you 

decrease your social media 
usage, it can significantly 
lower your depression and 
anxiety symptoms. 

“So this is a factor that 
is really having an impact 
on our youth. It’s both con-
tent they’re being exposed 
to, sexual content to violent 
content, but also being pres-
sured to keep up with the 
Joneses, if you will, and it’s 
also addictive behavior. It’s 

problematic usage. 
“Young people say they 

can’t stop using. So, know-
ing this, should social media 
use be part of the discussion 
with pediatricians. Abso-
lutely.”

Adams noted that the 
report from Murphy’s office 
also includes tips for fam-
ilies, doctors, and the tech-
nology experts.

The former surgeon 

general added, “As adults, 
we should model responsi-
ble social media behavior 
and we should teach kids 
about technology and em-
power them to be respon-
sible online users. I often 
say this is a tool just like 
a hammer. It can help you 
build a house or it can harm 
you. We want children to be 
able to use social media in a 
productive way.”

Fostering in a community that supports it

ALEXIS LOWRY

GuESt COLuMNISt

What did former U.S. surgeon general & WISH 
medical expert say about teen’s mental health?

finance to the role. Prior to 
joining ASC, he served as 
CFO of Consulate Health 
Care, the largest operator 
of skilled nursing facilities 
in the State of Florida. He 

graduated with a bache-
lor's degree in accounting 
from Manchester Univer-
sity, and then obtained his 
MBA from the University 
of Notre Dame. He is a 

CPA (non-active) and be-
gan his career at Ernst & 
Young.

“I am confident in 
Steve’s ability to keep de-
livering quality care as the 
top priority for the compa-
ny,” Kelsey said. “He leads 
with passion and has a col-
laborative management 
style that will undoubtedly 
bring long-term value to 

the organization.”
With Van Camp tran-

sitioning to CEO, Mark 
Dice will step into the 
CFO role. Dice, a Certi-
fied Public Accountant, 
has been an ASC finance 
leader for over seven 
years. He brings over 25 
years of experience as 
a CFO/Controller in the 
long-term care and phar-

macy professions. He was 
a former Audit Manager at 
Ernst & Young and earned 
his Bachelors (cum laude) 
in Accounting from Ball 
State University.

About American Senior 
Communities

As Indiana’s largest se-
nior care provider, Amer-
ican Senior Communities 
(ASC) has served fellow 

Hoosiers since the year 
2000. Lifestyle and care op-
tions include garden homes, 
assisted living, inpatient and 
outpatient rehabilitation, 
memory care, skilled nurs-
ing care, hospice and respite 
care. ASC’s mission is to 
compassionately serve each 
customer with quality care 
and excellence. Learn more 
at ASCCare.com.

ASC
from Page 7

Meeting Notice
The June 1, 2023, meeting of 

the Hamilton County Community 
Corrections Advisory Board has 
been canceled.

Send Meeting
notices to:  

notices@ 
readThereporter.com

https://bondryconsulting.com/
https://www.alexisforwestfield.com/
https://www.alexisforwestfield.com/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/medical/what-did-fmr-us-surgeon-general-and-wish-med-expert-say-about-teens-mental-health
https://www.wishtv.com/news/social-media-presents-profound-risk-of-harm-for-kids-us-surgeon-general-says/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/social-media-presents-profound-risk-of-harm-for-kids-us-surgeon-general-says/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/social-media-presents-profound-risk-of-harm-for-kids-us-surgeon-general-says/
https://www.asccare.com/
mailto:Notices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=Meeting%20Notice


   News 9

Go beyond the stage at Center
for the Performing Arts in Carmel
The REPORTER

The Center for the Per-
forming Arts in Carmel 
offers the following oppor-
tunities for educational ex-
periences.

Spotlight shines 
on Midwest Academy 

uke players
Weeks of work and fun 

were on display last week 
when the afterschool Uku-
lele Club from Midwest 
Academy presented a recit-
al for family and friends at 
the Studio Theater.

Midwest Academy, just 
down the road from the 
Center, is an intentional ed-
ucational community serv-
ing students in grades 3-12 
who have ADD/ADHD, 
language-based learning 
differences, high function-
ing autism and processing 
challenges. This spring, 
with funding from the 
Hamilton County Commu-
nity Foundation, the Cen-
ter purchased ukuleles and 
launched the afterschool 
club, led by Education As-
sociate Kristen Bales and 
local singer-songwriter 
Meghan Cristeen Martin, 
who teaches ukulele classes 

at the Center.
In conjunction with the 

club, the Midwest Acade-
my students and their fam-
ilies were invited to partic-
ipate in one of the Center’s 
FrontRow preconcert artist 
Q&A sessions with mem-
bers of George Hinchliffe’s 
Ukulele Orchestra of Great 
Britain. The families en-
joyed dinner and compli-
mentary tickets to the April 
30 performance at the Pal-
ladium.

“Our students gained 
more than we could have 
imagined from this experi-
ence,” said Kaitlyn Pulos, 
a counselor and coordina-
tor of Student Activities & 
Athletics at Midwest Acad-
emy. “The instructors were 
patient and encouraging of 
our students, who gained 
new musical skills and 
confidence in themselves. 
Partnering with the Center 
is something we hope to 
continue.”
Little ones can enjoy 

music by the book
Local musician and edu-

cator Michelle Marti, a.k.a. 
“Ms. Michelle,” has added 
a new twist to her popular 

Child & Adult Music Class-
es for young children and 
their grownups.

Song Stories is a fam-
ily music class inspired 
by popular song-based 
children’s books and de-
signed for children ages 
18 months to 5 years, but 
open to all ages. Classes 
are filled with live music, 
stories, movement, sing-
ing, dancing, and playing 
instruments. For home 
enjoyment that continues 
long after the class ends, 
families will receive a link 
to a digital audio recording 
of each book and a CD of 
songs sung in class.

The first round of Song 
Stories runs June 2 to 30, 
with sessions at 9:30 or 
10:45 a.m. each Friday and 
stories including “Down 
by the Bay,” “There Was a 
Tree” and “I Ain’t Gonna 
Paint No More!” A second 
round is scheduled July 21 
through Aug. 18.

In each case, the cost is 
just $70 for all five sessions. 
Song Stories is presented in 
partnership with Westfield 
Veterinary Care. Click here 
for more information.

A new kind of arts 
camp gets underway

This week brings the 
start of the Center’s inau-
gural Prism Project per-
forming arts camp for 
youth with physical, sen-
sory and learning disabili-
ties. Originally developed 
at Ball State University, the 
program enables these stu-
dents to express themselves 
and engage with others 
while developing self-con-
fidence, gaining creative 
arts experience, and build-
ing friendships. 

With support from vol-
unteer “Buddies” and guid-
ance from professional arts 
instructors in dance, music, 
and theater, 22 students 
will spend three mornings 
each week developing and 
rehearsing a stage show 
highlighting their individu-
al tastes and talents.

The culminating perfor-
mance of this original pro-
duction will take place at 2 
p.m. on Sunday, June 25 in 
the Center’s Studio Theater. 
Tickets are only $10. Click 
here for tickets.

Spots still available for 
youngster music camp

The Center’s annu-
al Jungle Jams music day 
camp for ages 5 to 7 takes 
place July 24 to 28, and 
there’s still room for a few 
more campers.

Miss Lisa of Bongo Boy 
Music School introduces 
the kids to the joy of mak-
ing music and promotes 
positive character qualities 
through songs, stories and 
music-based crafts and ac-
tivities. Click here to learn 
more about Jungle Jams.

Photo provided
The annual Jungle Jams music day camp for kids aged 5 to 7 is set for July 
24 to 28, but spots are filling quickly, so get your youngster registered today.

Submitted
Cole Porter’s sophisti-

cated and timeless songs 
continue to inhabit a unique 
place in society. It’s no won-
der his work has been inter-
preted by countless artists 
across the decades.

Join Principal Pops Con-
ductor Jack Everly, Tony 
DeSare, trumpeter Bria 
Skonberg, and vocalist and 
tap dancer John Manzari as 
they give their fresh spin 
on such hits as “Night and 
Day,” “I Get A Kick Out of 
You,” “I’ve Got You Under 
My Skin,” “It’s De-Lovely,” 
“You’re the Top,” and many 
more.

Performances are set for 
11 a.m. on Friday, June 2; 8 
p.m. on Friday, June 2; and 
8 p.m. on Saturday, June 
3. Click here to buy tick-
ets. For more information 

regarding the policies of 
the Hilbert Circle Theatre, 
please go to Indianapolis-
Symphony.org.

About Jack Everly
Jack Everly is the Prin-

cipal Pops Conductor of the 
Indianapolis and Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestras, Na-
ples Philharmonic Orches-
tra, and the National Arts 
Centre Orchestra (Ottawa). 
He has conducted the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic at the 
Hollywood Bowl, the San 
Francisco Symphony, the 
New York Pops at Carnegie 
Hall, and the Seattle Sym-
phony.

Everly recently extend-
ed his contract with the Indi-
anapolis Symphony Orches-
tra through 2026, when he 
will assume the role of Prin-
cipal Pops Conductor Emer-
itus. He will continue to be 

the music director of the 
AES Indiana Yuletide Cele-
bration, the nation’s largest 
symphonic holiday produc-
tion in the country. He led 
the ISO in its first Pops re-
cording, Yuletide Celebra-
tion, Volume One. Some of 
his other recordings include 
In The Presence featuring 
the Czech Philharmonic and 
Daniel Rodriguez; Sandi 
Patty’s Broadway Stories; 
the soundtrack to Disney’s 
The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame; and Everything’s 
Coming Up Roses: The 
Overtures of Jule Styne.

About Tony DeSare
Tony DeSare performs 

with infectious joy, wry 
playfulness, and robust mu-
sicality. Named Rising Star 
Male Vocalist in Downbeat 
magazine, DeSare has lived 
up to this distinction by 

winning critical and popu-
lar acclaim for his concert 
performances throughout 
North America and abroad. 
From jazz clubs to Carne-
gie Hall to Las Vegas and 
headlining major sympho-
ny orchestras, DeSare has 
brought his fresh take on 
old school class around the 
globe.

DeSare has four top 10 
Billboard jazz albums un-
der his belt and has been 
featured on the CBS Early 
Show, NPR, A Prairie Home 
Companion, and the Today 
Show, and his music has 
been posted by social media 
celebrity juggernaut George 
Takei. DeSare has also col-
laborated with YouTube su-
pergroup Postmodern Juke-
box. He has been a featured 
guest artist with over 100 
symphony orchestras with 

some highlights including 
the Cleveland Orchestra, 
The New York Pops, The 
San Francisco Symphony, 
The Houston Symphony, the 
Chicago Symphony.

Notwithstanding his 
critically acclaimed turns 
as a singer/pianist, DeSare 
is also an accomplished 
award-winning composer. 
He not only won first place 
in the USA Songwriting 
Contest but has written the 
theme song for the motion 
picture My Date With Drew, 
several broadcast commer-
cials and has scored five 
films. His sound is roman-
tic, swinging and sensual, 
but what sets DeSare apart 
is his ability to write original 
material that sounds fresh 
and contemporary yet pays 
homage to the Great Amer-
ican Songbook.

About the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra 
The Indianapolis Sym-

phony Orchestra, at home 
and thriving in the heart 
of Indianapolis, offers an 
exceptional artistic and 
musical experience. The 
orchestra is open to all and 
dedicated to creating an in-
clusive and innovative expe-
riential environment that is 
inspiring, educational, and 
welcoming. The ISO cele-
brates historically beloved 
performances while en-
gaging audiences by intro-
ducing new voices through 
programming including the 
DeHaan Classical Series, 
the Printing Partners Pops 
Series, the holiday traditions 
of AES Indiana Yuletide 
Celebration and the popu-
lar Film Series presented by 
Bank of America.

Let’s misbehave: don’t miss the music of Cole Porter 
with Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra this weekend

https://qrcodes.pro/Wfe3UE
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2223/center-education/child-adult-song-stories-1
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2223/center-education/child-adult-song-stories-1
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2324/center-education/child-adult-song-stories-2
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2324/center-education/child-adult-song-stories-2
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2223/center-education/child-adult-song-stories-1
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2223/center-education/prism-project-performance
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2223/center-education/prism-project-performance
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2324/center-education/jungle-jams
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/event/the-songs-of-cole-porter/
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/
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Today’s BiBle Reading
In the beginning God created the heavens and 

the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. God saw that the light was good, 
and he separated the light from the darkness. 
God called the light “day,” and the darkness 
he called “night.” And there was evening, and 
there was morning—the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a vault between 
the waters to separate water from water.” So 
God made the vault and separated the water 
under the vault from the water above it. And it 
was so. God called the vault “sky.” And there 
was evening, and there was morning—the 
second day.

And God said, “Let the water under the sky 
be gathered to one place, and let dry ground 
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry 
ground “land,” and the gathered waters he 
called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let the land produce 
vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the 
land that bear fruit with seed in it, according 
to their various kinds.” And it was so. The 
land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed 
according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit 
with seed in it according to their kinds. And God 
saw that it was good. And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the third day.

Genesis 1:1-13 (NIV)
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Charming 4 BR, 2.5 BA home is in popular Potters 
Woods. Hardwood throughout main level, family room 
with fireplace, kitchen with center island, new granite, 
finished basement, fenced parklike backyard, 3-car 

garage and so much more. BLC#21905032

19344 Morrison Way
Noblesville • $434,900

SOLD!

7076 Willowleaf Court
Noblesville • $345,900

Lovely home in Willow Lake neighborhood, home 
is pristine and overlooks pond, w/2BR and 2 full 
BA, den, sunroom, 2-sided gas fireplace, kitchen 
w/pantry, solid surfaces and all appliances stay. 

BLC#21915325

PENDING

Stunning custom home. 4BR, 2.5BA, luxury vinyl plank 
on main, 9ft ceilings, recessed lights & gas fireplace, 

kitchen with quartz, subway tile backsplash, SS 
appliances, large pantry. Upstairs laundry, primary BR 
w/tray ceiling, ensuite BA and walk-in closet, 3 large 

bedrooms with walk-in closets! BLC#21917748

8496 Comet Lane
Pendleton • $324,900

Well maintained 2 BR, 2 BA home in Willow Lake, 
home overlooks pond, has huge great room, double 

sided gas fireplace, sunroom, den, upper loft, 3 season 
room, kitchen w/island, eating area and kitchen 

appliances stay. A perfect “10”. BLC#21918617

17155 McKenna Way 
Noblesville • $354,900

NEW PRICE! PENDING

Michael J. Walker
september 21, 1944 – May 27, 2023

Michael J. Walker, 78, Fishers, passed away on Sat-
urday, May 27, 2023, at his home. 
He was born on September 21, 1944, 
to the late William and Penny (Gray) 
Walker in Muncie, Ind.

As a child, Mike helped out in his 
grandparents’ grocery store. In 1961, he 
started at Standard Grocery where he 
worked for 30 years. Mike then became 
a food broker until his retirement. He en-
joyed fishing, hunting, and playing golf. 

Mike loved his chocolate lab, Molly. Most of all, he loved his 
grandchildren and supported them in all their activities. 

Mike is survived by his wife of 60 years, Patti Walker; 
sons, Michael (Kelley) Walker and Patrick (Rebecca) Walk-
er; grandchildren, Nico (Ashly) Walker, Sam Walker, Casey 
Walker, Clayton Walker, and Carly Walker; great-grand-
children, Clay, Kade and Charlotte; brother, Patric G. (Lisa) 
Walker; and brother-in-law, David (Eunice) Vincent.

Visitation will be held from 5 to 7:30 p.m., with services 
at 7:30 p.m., on Thursday, June 1, 2023, at Randall & Rob-
erts Fishers Mortuary, 12010 Allisonville Road, Fishers. 
Burial will be at 11 a.m. on Friday, June 2, 2023, at Mount 
Tabor Cemetery in Selma, Ind.

Memorial contributions may be made to Riley Chil-
dren’s Foundation, 30 S. Meridian St., Suite 200, Indianap-
olis, IN 46204 (rileykids.org); or Salvation Army, 6060 
Castleway West Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46250 (centralu-
sa.salvationarmy.org/indiana).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Jewell g. siler
June 23, 1937 – May 26, 2023

Jewell G. Siler, 85, Noblesville, passed away on Fri-
day, May 26, 2023, at Hamilton Trace 
of Fishers. She was born on June 23, 
1937, to Hubert and Ossie (Jones) 
Cooper in Pennington Gap, Va.

Jewell was a nursing home dieti-
cian for many years before retiring. 
She was a member of Trinity House of 
Worship and loved attending church. 

She is survived by her sons, Steve 
(Becky) Barnette and Dan (Carolyn) 

Barnette; grandchildren, Billie (Glenn) Busch, Rayna En-
nen, Kali (AJ) Lollar, and Leah Barnette; eight great-grand-
children; sister, Audrey Stapleton; brother, Gary (Victoria) 
Cooper; and several nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by 
her first husband, Alfred Barnette; second husband, Charles 
Siler; and siblings, Eugene Cooper, Anna Mae Ball, Shirley 
Cooper, Garvie Cooper, Richard Cooper, Bobby Cooper, 
and Loretta Hess.

Services will be held at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, May 31, 
2023, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan St., 
Noblesville, with Pastor Jed Henson officiating. Visitation 
will be from 11 a.m. to the time of service at the funeral 
home. Burial will be at Crownland Cemetery in Noblesville.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Vilma “Jay” e. Murphy
december 23, 1927 – May 26, 2023

Vilma “Jay” E. Murphy, 95, Fishers, passed away on 
Friday, May 26, 2023, at her home. She was born on De-
cember 23, 1927, to Charles and Emma (Rawlings) Pugh 
in Indianapolis.

Vilma graduated from Lawrence Central High School. 
She married Edmond Murphy on August 20, 1949. Vilma 
was a full-time wife, mother, and homemaker.

She is survived by her children, Tim (Anitra) Murphy, 
Laurie (Bert) Murphy, Patricia Howard, Barbara (Brian) 
Murphy, Mary (Bob) Louzon, Greg (Amy) Murphy, Kevin 
(Kathy) Murphy, Therese (Steve) Sweitzer, Dennis (Lynn) 
Murphy, and Johnny Murphy; 22 grandchildren; and 23 
great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, Vilma was preceded in death 
by her husband, Edmond H. Murphy in 1990; son, Terrance 
Murphy; daughter, Maureen Gross; and son-in-law, Garry 
Howard.

Private family services will be held. Burial will be at 
Oaklawn Memorial Gardens in Indianapolis.

Memorial contributions may be made to Humane Soci-
ety for Hamilton County, 10501 Hague Road, Fishers, IN 
46038, (hamiltonhumane.com).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Margaret louise Bilbrey
april 16, 1955 – May 22, 2023

Margaret Louise Bilbrey, 68, Anderson, Ind., passed 
away on May 22, 2023, at her home.

She was born on April 16, 1955, in Tipton to Junior 
Lawrence and Mildred Lavonne (Byers) Brehm. She at-
tended Pendleton Schools and graduated from Pendleton 
Heights High School.

She became employed at Delco Remy in Anderson and 
worked for several years on an assembly line. She liked to 
work outdoors and took good care of her lawn and flow-
er gardens. She also enjoyed shopping and decorating her 
home. Additionally, she was an animal lover and usually 
had two cats and a German Shepard dog at her home.

She was a member of the Arcadia Church of the Breth-
ren, a church where many of her family members had wor-
shiped for many years.

Margaret was preceded in death by her husband, Johnny 
Ray Bilbrey; and her parents, Junior and Mildred Brehm.

Surviving her are sisters Beth Ann (Van) Furgeson and 
Mary Lynn Thomas of Anderson; and a niece, Bonny Jean 
Overly of Oklahoma City, Okla.

Graveside rites were held on Friday, May 26, 2023, at 
Arcadia Cemetery, Arcadia. Hartley Funeral Home Cicero 
Chapel was entrusted with her services. You may send con-
dolences at hartleyfuneralhomes.com.
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By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

CArMeL – In a sec-
tional like the six-team field 
in Class 4A Sectional 8, it’s 
a matter of if you can sur-
vive and be the last team 
standing with the champion-
ship on Memorial Day.

The Hamilton South-
eastern Royals took full ad-
vantage of drawing the bye 
game and only having to 
win twice, but the difficult 
task was getting those victo-
ries in two days.

Two solid starts on 
Saturday from Ty Bradle 
against Westfield and Mon-
day from Ethan Lund over 
Noblesville helped HSE 
capture its first sectional ti-
tle since 2019, the season 
the Royals won the 4A state 
championship.

“It’s been a while. This 
team’s gone through some 
ups and downs. I’m just so 
proud of this whole team. 
We’ve worked so hard since 
January and February and 
that hard work is finally pay-
ing off. It feels really good,” 
said Hamilton Southeastern 
senior pitcher and first base-
man Ty Bradle.

Bradle and Lund had 
two strong outings 

to control Westfield, 
Noblesville bats

Last Saturday against 
the Shamrocks, Bradle was 
in complete control in mov-
ing his second mark on the 
mound to 7-1. The senior 
Lincoln Trail commit sent 
down nine Westfield hitters 
on strikeouts, walked five, 
but yielded just two hits. 
The Shamrocks scored their 
two runs in the fourth, but 
the Royals completed the 
comeback to make their way 
to the championship.

Bradle got it done both at 
the plate and on the mound. 
In Saturday’s semifinal, Ty 
threw 6.1 innings, struck out 
nine Westfield hitters, gave 
up two hits, two runs and 
walked five. His two section-
al games at the plate he went 
2-for-7, including a two-run 
home run in the fourth in-
ning against Noblesville in 
Monday’s title tilt.

This team had the mind-
set that they were being 
overlooked, simply because 
of their record. The Royals 
entered sectional play with 
14 losses. An outlook like 
that by their opponents takes 

a little pressure off of Ham-
ilton Southeastern as well.

“Coach Seitz told us go-
ing into sectional that we’ve 
got nothing to lose. We’re 
the so-called worst-ranked 
team in the sectional and we 
came in here and shocked 
some people. Everybody’s 
0-0 going into the state tour-
nament and we’re still sur-
viving,” continued Bradle.

Junior Purdue commit 
Ethan Lund went 4.2 frames 
in the championship to even 
his record to 3-3. Lund gave 
up just one hit and a run, 
striking out eight and walk-
ing five. 

The one-two punch of 
a Bradle and Lund rotation 
proved to be exactly what 
the Royals needed to have 
success against both the 
Shamrocks and Millers.

The added pressure of 
base runners in the champi-
onship seemed to only fuel 
Lund to throw better. 

“That’s how I’ve been 
throwing all year. Against 
Zionsville, I had bases load-
ed in the first two innings 
and then struck out the side. 
I just like to keep it interest-
ing,” said Lund.

Lund and southpaw re-

lief pitcher Brady Strawmy-
er allowed one hit apiece in 
holding down the Millers. 

It was an all-business 
approach for Lund. He went 
three and two-thirds before 
giving up a hit to Nobles-
ville catcher Jacob Edwards.

“We definitely had 
the luck of the (sectional) 
draw, getting the bye. I re-

member when the sectional 
draw happened. We were in 
Lantz’s basement and we all 
just went crazy, because we 
knew we only had to play 
two games in the toughest 
sectional in the state,” con-
tinued Lund.

The Royals were fortu-
nate enough to be able to rest 
every other arm that could 

possibly be used throughout 
the remainder of the state 
tournament. Bradle and 
Lund started both sectional 
games and Strawmyer was 
the only reliever to appear in 
both contests, leaving plenty 
of possibilities in Saturday’s 
Regional 4 championship.
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Royals play out Cinderella story
Baseball

By RICHARD TORRES
For The Reporter

CArMeL – The time 
was right to show out, and 
the Hamilton Southeastern 
Royals did precisely that 
Monday at Carmel’s Hart-
man Field.

The lowest-ranked team 
in the Class 4A Sectional 8 
field, and hardly the tour-
nament favorite, the Royals 
put their regular-season tri-
als behind them on Memo-
rial Day during the sectional 
title game and instead fo-
cused on tradition.

Their collective mindset 
and approach paid cham-
pionship dividends, as ju-
nior Ethan Lund, a Purdue 
commit, and senior Brady 
Strawmyer, a Rose-Hulman 
recruit, combined to throw 
a two-hitter, and senior Ty 
Bradle provided the run sup-
port to power the Royals to 
a 3-1 win over state-ranked 
Noblesville.

“Even from early on this 
season, we were never seen 
as a strong team. We were 
looked at as an easy win, 
but we’ve shown we can 
compete with the big boys,” 
Strawmyer said. “This is 

huge. We’ve been through a 
tough year, but we all kind 
of expected that something 
great was coming.”

What unfolded was the 
Royals’ (18-14) first sec-
tional title since 2019 – 
when the program won the 
4A state title – and their 16th 
overall in program history.

“Traditionally, we’re a 
successful team, so to just 
bring it back, especially in 
coach (Kory) Seitz’s first 
year here, it feels great. I’m 
so happy for him and so 
happy for this team,” Bra-
dle said.

The feat required an all-
out effort, and it started with 
pitching.

Lund, who struggled 
against Noblesville during 
their regular-season meet-
ing in early May, turned the 
page and carried a no-hitter 
into the bottom of the fourth 
in the rematch to finish with 
eight strikeouts through 4.2 
innings.

Strawmyer closed out 
the game with 2.1 one-hit 
innings and two strikeouts 
for the save.

When the two teams 
met for their annual two-
game Hoosier Crossroads 

Conference series, they 
split, but with the sectional 
title on the line, the Royals 
proved a more confident 
and refined rendition.

“As we were going 

through the season and we 
would go through a little bit 
of a lull, we told the guys, 
‘Hey, all we need to do is 
play our best at the right 
time. Nobody cares about 

regular-season records.’ 
That’s the biggest thing, 
getting to that point of play-
ing well, having some con-
fidence and playing 
at the right time,” 

Seitz said. “If you can get 
those things going in the 
right direction, you never 
know what can happen.”

Photo by Joshua Herd
The Hamilton Southeastern baseball team won its first sectional championship since 2019 on 
Monday. The Royals beat Noblesville 3-1 at Carmel’s Hartman Field and will play Harrison Saturday 
in the Regional 4 game.

Lowest-ranked team takes down state-ranked sectional opponent

See  Cinderella . . . Page 12

Solid pitching & opportune hitting
propel Royals to sectional championship

Photo by Joshua Herd
Hamilton Southeastern’s Ethan Lund threw 4.2 innings in Monday’s sectional 
final game, striking out eight and helping the Royals to the championship.

See Propel . . . Page 12
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This season, the Roy-
als’ longest winning streak 
reached five games, while 
their lengthiest losing run 
was the same. Now, they’re 
at six consecutive victories 
and in their first regional 
game in four years.

“It just means so much 
to the program, especially to 
Kory, his first year stepping 
in as the head coach,” Lund 
said. “I think it’s just awe-
some for the team to come 
out and get this sectional win 
because it just shows every-
one that we’re here and the 
Royals are coming to play.”

Bradle (1-for-3) was 
prepared to challenge at the 
plate.

With Noblesville (23-7) 
keeping the Royals’ hitters 
quiet behind a strong start 
by senior Bryce Riggs, who 
retired the first nine batters 
he faced, junior Alex Bill-
man (2-for-3) broke up the 
three-inning no-hit bid with 
a lead-off single in the top of 
the fourth.

Bradle stepped up next, 
and with a 1-0 count, he 
changed the momentum.

“Coach gave me the 
slash sign, and I was just 
looking to put the bat on the 
ball and make contact and 
move the runner. The first 
pitch I pulled back, and it 
was low in the dirt, and then 
the second one I just saw it 
pretty well and put the bat 
on the ball. It carried and got 
over,” Bradle said. “It felt 
pretty good.”

The 2-0 lead jumped to 
3-0 in the top of the fifth, as 
Colin Goley drove in Harri-
son Dilts, who reached with 
a one-out triple.

Briggs was relieved in 
the top of the sixth, finishing 
with six hits allowed through 
five-complete innings, one 
walk and nine strikeouts.

Lund walked five batters 
and was lifted in the bot-
tom of the fifth after issuing 
back-to-back walks to open 
the frame, but despite the 
Millers putting their lead-off 
hitter on base in each of the 
first five innings, they left 
six stranded.

Three straight strikeouts 
by Lund in the bottom of the 
first left a runner stranded at 
third base. In the second, 
three strikeouts by Lund 
kept Jack Shade stuck at 
first base after getting hit by 
a pitch.

A trio of tag outs in the 
bottom of the third and 
fourth prevented any sub-
stantial damage after Lund 
walked the first batter in 
the first, third and fourth in-
nings.

An RBI single by Riggs 
in the bottom of the fifth 
scored Trevor Corbett, who 
walked to start the inning, 
but Lund and Strawmyer 
stuck to their formula to end 
any further threat.

“Originally, it was sup-
posed to be him starting, 
but then we switched it up 
because we like him bet-
ter out of the pen,” Lund 
said. “I’ve started most of 
the games, and Strawmyer 
has closed out most of the 
games in long relief for me, 
and we just didn’t really 
want to switch that up. Ob-
viously, it worked. I’m just 
happy we switched it back 
up and it ended the way it 
did.”

The Millers were at-
tempting to win their first 
sectional title since 2014, 
but eight stranded batters 
overall kept them chasing 
the Royals down to the fi-

nal out.
Noblesville had runners 

on the corners with one out 
in the bottom of the seventh, 
but Strawmyer induced a 
fly out to right field for the 
second out and a grounder 
to first base where Bradle 
recorded the final putout un-
assisted before the Royals 
dogpiled in victory.

“Hats off to HSE, they 
played a great game today. 
The amount of electricity 
you see out on the mound 
in this sectional is second to 
none, and they had a good 
guy on the mound again. 
They have a really good 
staff, and Strawmyer came 
in and did a nice job,” No-
blesville head coach Justin 
Keever said.

“We just couldn’t break 
through. We couldn’t get 
the hit when we needed it, 
and we had some opportuni-
ties, but they didn’t happen. 
That’s baseball.”

The win secured coach 
Seitz’s first sectional title in 
his first try alongside his fa-
ther and long-standing HSE 
baseball coach Ken Seitz.

The duo was on staff 
during the Royals’ state 
championship season in 
2019, and after upending 
17th ranked Westfield, ac-
cording to MaxPreps, in the 
sectional semifinal, 5-2, and 
No. 2 Noblesville in the fi-
nal, the path ahead is the 

team’s to control.
“You can talk to these 

other coaches. It’s an abso-
lute grind. You can go six, 
seven years in a row without 
getting it just because the 
draw is ridiculous on who 
you get stuck with,” Seitz 
said. “Great to get it the first 
year, but by no means did I 
get into this for personal suc-
cess. If there was one thing, 
I wanted to do with this be-
ing around this growing up 
with my dad and being an 
assistant this long; It’s so 
much more about how well 
our program is represented. 
I want these kids to under-
stand what tradition that 
used to be here at Southeast-
ern and getting them to be 
part of it.”

Now, the present-day 
Royals are in the history 
books, and will face No. 16 
Harrison for a one-game re-
gional on June 3. The game 
takes place at 3 p.m. at La-
fayette Jefferson.

“It’s going to be a dog-
fight, but we just have to 
go out and pitchers have to 
throw strikes and the batters 
have to be aggressive, put-
ting the bat on the ball like 
today. If we can do that, we 
can do it,” Bradle said.

“Coach has really hyped 
us up exactly for this mo-
ment,” Strawmyer added. 
“And we’re going to move 
forward with that.”

Photo by Joshua Herd
Noblesville’s Hunter Corbett takes a swing at the plate.

The Royals’ bats 
came alive at the 

right times, securing 
two wins and

sectional crown
Senior Harrison Dilts 

turned himself into a piv-
otal option at the plate for 
HSE. In Saturday’s semi-
final win over Westfield, 
Dilts was the clutch hitter 
that helped punch Hamil-
ton Southeastern’s ticket 
into the sectional champi-
onship.

Dilts went 2-for-4 with 
an infield single in his first 
at-bat and also reached on a 
fielder’s choice in the sixth. 
What sent the Royals into 
Monday’s championship 
matchup with Noblesville 
was a bases-clearing dou-
ble to deep left center for 
the 5-2 final score.

“I went up to the plate 
and thought you got to 
get the job done, get a hit. 
It turned out, a little dou-
ble, bases-clearing and it 
worked. I’ll take that all 
day,” said HSE senior third 
baseman Harrison Dilts.

The Royals were able to 
rough up Westfield pitch-
ing for 10 hits and Nobles-
ville’s Bryce Riggs and No-
lan Decker for a total of six. 
Their at-bats were relaxed 
and it became a different 
approach at the plate.

“We see pitchers like 
this all year in our confer-
ence. We just have studs 
left and right. We came 
in confident and we knew 
what to do, since we’ve 
seen them all year. Have 
the approach and be con-
fident and we can win this 
ball game,” stated Dilts.

Alex Billman, Bra-
dle, Griffin Haas and Dilts 
combined for 11 of their 
16 total hits in their two 
games.  

Bradle’s two-run home 
run in the championship 
would turn out to be all of 
the scoring that HSE would 
wind up needing. Dilts 
scored following his triple 
for an insurance run.

Kory Seitz gets
sectional championship 

in first season
as head coach

“Ty kind of sets the tone 
for us when he’s on the 
mound. When he throws, I 
feel like we’re almost a dif-
ferent team, just with a con-
fidence level and the way 
he commands that space up 
there,” said first-year Ham-
ilton Southeastern head 
coach Kory Seitz.

Seitz has been a main-
stay on the Royals’ staff as 
an assistant for the past 18 
seasons, before taking over 
as head coach this season. 
He’s already proving that he 
is the perfect choice to lead 
HSE. 

Under the great pedigree 
of coaching that he grew up 
under, with his father Ken 
Seitz, who is the cornerstone 
of Hamilton Southeastern 
baseball. After all, HSE’s 
home field is named Ken 
Seitz Field.

“Lund has been our 
starter the whole time. Ethan 
has been a little inconsistent 
for us and I bet if you ask 
him, he would feel like his 
season has not gone the way 
he wanted it to,” continued 
Seitz.

In a game of this magni-
tude, Seitz wanted his starter 
Lund to be relaxed and not 
feel pressured while getting 
the job done to win.

“I talked to him this 
morning and said, this is not 
a pressure thing for you, but 
this can be a statement game 
for you at this point. This 
is the biggest stage you’ve 
thrown on in your career,” 
stated Seitz.

Seitz wanted his team to 
have fun. It seems to nor-
mally feel like a pressure 
cooker of a situation and 
that’s when kids can make 
the most mistakes. 

“There’s zero expecta-
tion from us. There’s a rea-
son they (Noblesville) were 
two or three in the state. 
They’re a good team and 
even when it’s 3-0, they’re 
going to make a run or a 
push at some point. My 
pitchers were phenomenal 
in these two games,” said 
Seitz.

“Now, you’re in a for-
mat of one game in region-
al, two-game semi-state. 
This right here is a little bit 
of rehearsal, but not neces-
sarily for that, but you have 
to have two or three good 
arms and you’ve got a shot. 
I think anybody that gets out 
of our sectional, there’s a 
shot,” continued Seitz. 

The Hamilton South-
eastern Royals (18-14) will 
have fresh arms heading 
into their Regional 4 cham-
pionship showdown with 
former Hoosier Crossroads 
Conference opponent Har-
rison Raiders (23-8) on Sat-
urday.

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

INdIANAPoLIS – The 
Hamilton Heights baseball 
team fell in the champion-
ship game of Class 3A Sec-
tional 27 Monday, losing to 
host Bishop Chatard 12-1 in 
five innings.

The home team Trojans 
scored in every inning in 
which they batted, starting 
with four runs in the first 
inning. Chatard got on the 
board with a fielder’s choice, 
then added three runs after a 
bases-load triple. 

Cooper Vondersaar 
scored the Huskies’ run in 
the second inning. Kyle 
Michael was hit by a pitch 
to lead off the inning, then 
Vondersaar came in to run 
for him. Vondersaar ad-
vanced to second base on a 
wild pitch, moved to third 
after Dillon Pitts hit a sac-
rifice fly, then scored on a 
pitcher’s balk.

The Trojans scored two 
runs in the second inning, 
then added three runs each 
in both the third and fourth 
innings. Heights was held 

to two hits, one in the first 
inning from Adam Hughes 
and the other in the second 
inning by Phoenix Vonder-
saar.

“It was a tough game,” 
said Huskies coach Ryan 
VanOeveren. “We start-
ed off rough, handed them 
some runs, they put the ball 
in play and we just wouldn’t 
make the routine plays.”

Heights finished the sea-
son 14-12.

“There were some really 
good games,” said VanOev-
eren. “We had some fun and 
we had a couple games like 
this where we just couldn’t 
make the plays. We have a 
pretty young crew of kids 
here with a lot of return-
ing players next year.” The 
coach said those players got 
“a lot of experience” during 
the season, “which means 
that hopefully next year they 
come back even better.”

* * *
University fell to Cove-

nant Christian 2-0 Monday 
in the semifinals of Class 2A 
Sectional 43 at Cascade.

The Trailblazers finished 
their season 13-12-1.

Propel
from Page 11

Baseball

Huskies fall to 
Bishop Chatard 
to close season

Cinderella
from Page 11

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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The REPORTER
The Westfield softball 

team played in its first-ev-
er regional championship 
game Tuesday at Harrison.

And the Shamrocks 
came close to winning their 
first-ever regional title. 
Westfield gave the Raiders 
(last year’s Class 4A state 
runners-up) a good battle in 
the Regional 4 title, but Har-
rison eventually won 4-3.

“There’s a lot of ex-
citement,” said Shamrocks 
coach Brian Revercomb. 
“We had a couple of great 
practices.” The coach said 
his team was “upbeat, emo-
tional and excited, but I felt 
really confident with the 
way we were playing.”

The ‘Rocks scored the 
first run of the game, in the 
top of the first inning, when 
Makayla Watson stole home 
plate. The Raiders answered 
with three runs in the bot-
tom of the inning, getting 
their first two on back-to-
back doubles, then scoring a 
third with a wild pitch.

“It seemed like in the 
bottom of the first inning, 
we had a little bit of nerves 
coming through,” said 
Revercomb. “I felt like their 
experience being in the state 
finals last year helped them 
be more calm than we were.”

Westfield cut the lead to 
3-2 with a fifth-inning run. 
Maggie Roh cracked a dou-
ble, moved to third base on 
Watson’s single, then was 
brought in by Allie Dolenc’s 
RBI groundout.

Harrison went up 4-2 
with an RBI single in the 
bottom of the fifth. The 
Shamrocks scored a run in 
the top of the sixth when 
Chloe Tanner tripled in Cara 
Snedeker. It was Tanner’s 
second triple of the game; 
she also hit one to lead off 
the second inning. Neither 
team scored again, so the 
Raiders held on for the win.

Tanner pitched a com-
plete game, allowing just 
five hits.

Westfield finished its 
season with a 17-14 record, 

breaking school records in 
hits, runs scored and home 
runs. The two seniors, Do-
lenc and Roh, were part of 
that home run record, with 
Dolenc hitting seven homers 
and Roh one. Roh is headed 
to the University of Toledo 
to play softball, while Do-
lenc will play at Lincolnland 
Community College.
Huskies fall to Hornets

Hamilton Heights host-
ed the Regional 14 champi-
onship on Tuesday, playing 
Beech Grove.

The game was scoreless 
through three innings, but 
the Hornets erupted after 
that, dominating the next 
four innings to win 10-0. It’s 
the first softball regional ti-
tle for Beech Grove.

The Hornets held the 
Huskies to two hits. Isabel 
Morrow led off the second 
inning with a center field 
single, then moved to sec-
ond base when Kassidy 
Schakel hit a single. But 
Beech Grove tightened its 
defense after that, retiring 
the next 14 Heights batters. 
The Huskies would not get 
on again until Lily Roush 
drew a walk with two outs 
in the sixth inning.

“Our offense has been 
pretty good this year, but 
there’s been some times 
we’ve struggled,” said 
Heights coach Ken Olovich. 

Roush pitched five in-
nings, striking out nine. 
Melanee Forrester pitched 
the last two innings, tossing 
three strikeouts.

Despite the loss, the 
Huskies are upbeat about the 
future. They will be grad-
uating two seniors, Kaylee 
Rhoton and Suzanna Sigler. 
Rhoton won the Hamilton 
Heights Female Athlete of 
the Year award.

Meanwhile, everyone 
else on the team is back for 
the Huskies, and they are 
expected to get some talent-
ed players coming in to the 
program – “a lot of travel 
ball players that come in 
next year, so we’re going to 
have a lot of players, a lot of 

depth,” said Olovich.
“We’re disappointed 

about tonight’s outcome, 
but we are incredibly excit-
ed about what lies ahead,” 
said Olovich.

Heights finished the 
season 19-9, setting a new 
record for most wins in a 
season.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Hamilton Heights’ Isabel Morrow hit a single during the second inning of the Huskies’ regional game 
Tuesday with Beech Grove.

Softball Regionals

‘Rocks get raided, Huskies feel sting of defeat

http://wandalyons.com
https://donate.indiana.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/160482
https://syapgolf.wedoauctions.com
https://readthereporter.com/events
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SporTS ScHeDUle
Wednesday, May 31

GOLF
Carmel vs. Westfield and Zionsville,

9 a.m. at Coyote Crossing
Hamilton Heights at Plainfield Invitational, 

9 a.m. at Deer Creek Golf Club
BOYS LACROSSE

State semifinals
Cathedral at Carmel, 6:30 p.m.

South Bend St. Joseph at Hamilton Southeastern, 7 p.m.

Thursday, June 1
GOLF

Fishers and Hamilton Southeastern vs. Noblesville, 
4:30 p.m. at Harbour Trees

Friday, June 2
BOYS TRACK

IHSAA state finals, 3 p.m. at Indiana University
TENNIS STATE QUARTERFINALS

At Carmel, noon
Sullivan vs. Fishers

Delta vs. Carmel

Saturday, June 3
GIRLS LACROSSE

State championship: Carmel vs. Guerin Catholic,
4:30 p.m. at Heritage Christian

GIRLS TRACK
IHSAA state finals, 3 p.m. at Indiana University

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

CrossRoads Church at Westfield presents a …

For more information 
scan this: 

      ForOurNeighbor.Life 
is an effort of CrossRoads Church to meet, know, 
enjoy, and serve our local neighbors. This event is 

provided for you, our neighbors, because we love you! 

Comedy  
Event

7 pm • Friday • June 2 
Event is held at  

IMMI Conference Center 
18880 N. East Street WestÞeld IN 

[1 mile east of Grand Park next to IMMI] 

POPCORN & PUNCHLINES
Free

No Pre-Registration Needed… 
Just Show Up for Fun!  

Presented by: 
CrossRoads Church at WestÞeld  

19201 Grassy Branch Rd WestÞeld

June Colson Leslie Robb

Michele VanDusenMike James Dorie McLemore

Brian KohatsuRhonda Corey

Chris Ruppe 

The REPORTER
The Westfield and No-

blesville Unified Track 
teams are going to the IH-
SAA state finals.

Both teams finished 
fourth at their respective re-
gionals last Saturday, thus 
ensuring a spot at this Sat-
urday’s state meet, which 
takes place at Indiana Uni-
versity. The Shamrocks 
qualified out of the Kokomo 
regional, while the Millers 
advanced from the Bedford 

North Lawrence regional.
The top six teams from 

each regional advance to 
state.

Westfield won the boys 
4x100 relay at its regional, 
and also got section wins 
from Heidi Burke in the 100 
dash and Ava Owens in the 
400 dash. Noblesville swept 
both the boys and girls 
4x100 relays, while Eliza 
Bozell won her section of 
the 100 dash, Talon Nich-
olson won Section 1 of the 

400 dash and David Lesko 
won a flight of the shot put.

Here is a complete list of 
results for both teams.

At Kokomo
Team scores: Fort Wayne 

Carroll 112, Penn 108, Elkhart 106, 
Westfield 100, Portage 95, Valpara-
iso 89, Lafayette Jefferson 88, Fort 
Wayne North Side 82, Western 78, 
East Noble 75, Hobart 69, North-
Wood 66.

Girls 4x100 relay: 2. Westfield 
(Heidi Burke, Addyson Short, Jaelyn 
Owens, Karmia Haws) 1:01.34.

Boys 4x100 relay: 1. Westfield 

(Ethan Huffman, Shawn Landrum, 
Dilan Cabrera, Patrick Craig) 51.36.

Mixed 100 meter dash
Section 1: 3. Thomas Vandegriff 

12.02.
Section 3: 1. Burke 15.05, 7. 

Brandon Price 16.01.
Section 4: 4. Kenzie Carson 

16.53.
Mixed 400 dash

Section 1: 7. Gage Guerrieri 
59.93.

Section 4: 3. Ty Cassidy 
1:18.01.

Section 5: 1. Ava Owens 
1:19.43, 5. Brady Sterchi 1:29.12.

Mixed long jump
Flight 2: 3. Alex Lardio 14-3.
Flight 3: 6. Patrick Craig 11-7.5.
Flight 5: 2. Addison Stigler 8-11, 

5. Keagan Cheesman 8-7.5.
Mixed shot put

Flight 1: 5. Gavin Dietz 43-1.5, 
8. Case Reynolds 41-6.75.

Flight 4: 4. Cassidy 24-0.5.
Flight 6: 3. Nisha Roy 13-5.25.

At Bedford
North Lawrence

Team scores: Bloomington 
North 129, Avon 109, Bloomington 
South 105, Noblesville 104, Bedford 
North Lawrence 100, Pendleton 
Heights 96, Center Grove 90, Floyd 
Central 73, Brownsburg 72, Perry 
Meridian 70, New Albany 63.

Girls 4x100 relay: 1. Nobles-
ville (Kenny Blount, Aubrey Griffin, 
Jordin Clark, Lydia Nelson-Mercer) 
58.64.

Boys 4x100 relay: 1. Nobles-
ville (Britton Cole, Cole Richardson, 
Kuljeet Mehra, Blake Koven) 48.16.

Mixed 100 meter dash
Section 2: 8. Sophia Millikan 

14.82.
Section 4: 6. Sarah Millikan 

16.76.
Section 5: 4. Arden Snyder 

20.45.
Section 6: 1. Eliza Bozell 19.74.

Mixed 400 meter dash
Section 1: 1. Talon Nicholson 

1:02.74.
Section 3: 4. Isaac Yost 1:11.73, 

8. Noah Morris 1:18.43.
Section 5: 5. Mo Ashour 

1:38.56.
Mixed long jump

Flight 2: 2. Cole 15-2, 8. Clark 
10-10.5.

Flight 3: 4. Gabby Rupert 11-
9.5.

Flight 4: 5. Emma Bozell 9-2.75.
Mixed shot put

Flight 1: 2. Jrue Kante 44-5.
Flight 2: 4. Luke Davis 33-4.
Flight 4: 1. David Lesko 24-5.5, 

5. Matthew Dean 21-0.

The REPORTER
Elijah Bowers, Hamilton 

Heights senior, has signed a 
letter of intent to play base-
ball for Indiana University 
Purdue University-Colum-
bus (IUPUC) in Colum-
bus, Indiana. IUPUC is a 
member of the Continental 
Athletic Conference and is 
a NAIA athletic institution. 
He is the son of Tracy and 
Chad Bowers.

“Its small campus and 
small class sizes made me 
feel like I was a part of 
something,” recalled Eli-
jah Bowers after his visit 
to the campus. “Their base-
ball coaching staff made 
me feel like I was family.”  
Bowers will be able to take 
his game to the collegiate 
mound while pursuing a 
degree in business/market-
ing. His long-term goal is to 
become an entrepreneur in 
the sports-related or athletic 
footwear field. 

Bowers, a multisport 
student-athlete (baseball and 
football), started playing 
T-ball at age 4. At age 7, he 
needed more of a challenge 
and his parents signed him 
up to play on a local travel 
team where he has been a 
force around the state and be-
yond since that time. During 
the fall and winter, he works 
with trainers to maintain and 
improve his strength, agility, 
and stamina.

“My parents along with 
my trainers and coaches 
have been my biggest influ-
ence as a student athlete,” 
said Bowers, who also cred-
its Young Life for helping 
to grow his faith. “My par-
ents sacrificed their time to 
get me to practice, training, 
and/or games on time. They 
always made me go even if I 
didn’t feel like it. My coach-
es and trainers also pushed 
me to be the best I could be 
and a lot more.”

Photo by Jen Kauffman
Hamilton Heights senior Elijah Bowers has signed 
a letter of intent to play baseball for the Indiana 
University Purdue University-Columbus Crimson 
Pride in Columbus, Ind. Bowers (seated) is pictured 
with his biggest fans, parents Chad and Tracy.

‘Rocks & Millers Unified Track 
teams heading to state finals

Bowers signs to play 
baseball with IUPUC
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