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Westfield Education Foundation 
breaks own scholarship record

Photos provided by Westfield Education Foundation
(Above left) Michael Zipparo was on hand to congratulate Alex Dieckmeyer, who was awarded the Zipparo Family 
B.E.C.I.S. Scholarship. (Above center) Anna Graber and Brenna Willis received the inaugural Xavier John McDonald 
Memorial Scholarship. (Above right) Campbell Kessler, recipient of a Westfield High School Mentorship Award, 
was excited to find a yard sign welcoming her home.

By AMY ADAMS
For The Reporter

Westfield Education Foun-
dation (WEF) CEO Ashely 
Knott and Board President Kyle 
Messmore presented a total of 
$77,850 in scholarships at the 
Westfield High School Senior 
Awards and Recognition cer-
emony on Thursday evening, 
May 25.

In keeping with the goal to 
provide exceptional education-
al opportunities for Westfield, 
WEF gave out 26 awards and 
scholarships to 49 deserving 
seniors, plus one previous grad-
uate.

“We were thrilled to have 
a record-breaking year,” Knott 
said. “This is more than we have 
ever been able to offer before.” 

Funded through generous 

contributions from communi-
ty partners, WEF scholarships 
recognize graduates for their 
efforts and provide them with 
opportunities to pursue further 
education. Scholarship recipi-
ents are selected based on high 
academic achievement, lead-
ership, community service, 
financial need, and demonstra-
tion of the five guiding princi-
ples of Westfield Washington 

Schools: respect, responsibil-
ity, honesty, compassion, and 
hard work. 

This year, the Xavier John 
McDonald Memorial Scholar-
ship was given for the first time 
in honor of the sixth grader from 
Westfield Intermediate School 
who loved band and had a con-
tagious laugh.  

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools
Stony Creek Elementary fourth graders brought weeks of economics learning to life on Thursday at their 
Mustang Mall. Student teams developed business plans, managed finances, and created marketing to sell 
homemade goods to other students throughout the school. A wide variety of items were on display including 
toys, jewelry, and food items. At one point during the morning, long lines had formed at the popular booths for 
slime and back savers (used to make school chairs more comfortable). Profits from the event typically total 
near $3,000 and are used to fund special Stony Creek projects.

See Scholarships . . . Page 3

Noblesville’s Bridge of Flowers gets some 
financial fertilization from Duke Energy
The REPORTER

The Noblesville Bridge of 
Flowers’ Donors roster contin-
ues to grow, enabling this com-
munity project to serve as an ev-
er-expanding source of beauty 
and belonging.

As of Wednesday, Duke En-
ergy became the latest donor to 
the Bridge of Flowers. By do-
nating $5,000 to the non-profit 
that con-
nects events 
at Federal 
Hill Com-
mons with 
s h o p p i n g 
and dining 
on the town 
Square via 
the Lo-
gan Street 
Bridge over a scenic bend of the 
White River, Duke will be rec-
ognized with a Diamond-lev-

el plaque at the Logan Street 
Bridge site.

“We are excited to support 
the Bridge of Flowers, which 
will enhance the beauty of the 
new Logan Street Pedestrian 
Bridge in downtown Nobles-

ville,” said Mark LaBarr, gov-
ernment and community rela-
tions manager at Duke Energy. 
“We appreciate the creative 
vision and efforts of those who 
made this project a reality and 
hope local residents will enjoy 

this treasured community asset 
for years to come.”

Other donors at that level 
and above include Sylvia Gor-
don, Gordon Insurance LLC, 

Photo provided
The Bridge of Flowers Donor Plaque on the Logan Street Bridge in Noblesville.

LaBarr

See Bridge . . . Page 2

Forget sharks, 
beware of 

“Spider Can”

SCOTT SAALMAN

COLUMNIST

Scaramouch

This happened sev-
eral years ago.

After showering, I 
slid on my underwear, 
a pair plucked from 
the laundered mound 
on my bedroom floor. 
What I did not know 
then was a spider had 
already placed dibs on 
that very same pair. 
Before the elastic band 
snapped around my waist, I was bitten on 
the butt.

The pinch of its pincer-like mouthpart 
on my lower left cheek was barely a pin-
prick. Still, the underwear dropped to my 
ankles faster than you can say Peter Parker. 
Below, the spider scrambled around inside 
my Ivy Crews in a stunned-like state. This 
carnivore in my cotton briefs had bitten 
more than it could chew. 

As spiders go, there was nothing im-
pressive about it. It was small; two could fit 
on a dime. Still, finding a spider, no matter 
how small, in my underwear did create con-
cern. It was my first spider bite, after all.

I had no idea what kind it was. I did 
know, however, two things: it was brown; 
there was only one, a loner, a recluse. Con-
clusion: I had been chomped by a brown 
recluse spider. 

See Spider . . . Page 3

Noblesville 
Chamber seeks 

nominations
for women’s

leadership award
The REPORTER

The Noblesville Chamber of Com-
merce and Women in Noblesville (WIN 
Network) have announced they are seek-
ing nominations for the Woman of Impact 
Award for 2023.

This award recognizes a woman who 
lives or works in Noblesville and is mak-
ing a positive impact in the community 
through stewardship, service, leadership, 
and compassion. 

The Woman of Impact Award was estab-
lished by WIN Network and the Noblesville 
Chamber of Commerce to celebrate the ex-
traordinary excellence of women contrib-
uting to the Noblesville community. The 
award is a way to recognize and honor those 
women who have made a significant impact 
on the community and have demonstrated 
outstanding leadership and service. 

Westfield remains
one of America’s

fastest-growing cities

See Impact . . . Page 2

The REPORTER
New population estimates released this 

week by the U.S. Census Bureau show that 
Westfield remains one of the fastest-grow-
ing cities in America.

According to the 
Census Bureau, West-
field’s population grew 
7.7 percent in 2022, 
pushing the city’s to-
tal population last year 
to 54,605. The new 
figures mirrored West-
field’s growth in 2021, 
when the city’s popu-
lation also grew by 7.7 
percent, making it the fastest-growing city 
in Indiana among those with at least 5,000 
residents. For 2022, Westfield remained In-
diana’s fastest-growing city.

“The census figures are a testament to 
the desirability of Westfield,” Mayor Andy 
Cook said. “We have created a city where 
people want to live, work, and feel safe. 

Cook

See Growing . . . Page 2

Stony Creek Elementary economics 
prove slime is good & chairs are bad
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Husky 4-H’ers
Monthly Report, May 2023

Submitted by GENTRY ETCHISON
Husky 4-H’er Reporter

The Husky 4-H’ers had a monthly meeting on May 
11 at the Arcadia Town Hall.

Our community service project this month was to 
donate to the HHELP program that Angels’ Attic pro-
vides. This program helps feed school-aged children 
lunch over the summer. We provided donations of pea-
nut butter and jelly.

Our guest speaker talked about Pygmy goats and 
even brought one for us to pet.

Several important dates were discussed pertaining 
to the upcoming Hamilton County 4-H Fair. This year 
the fair runs July 20 to 23.

Gentry Etchison, 10, is the news reporter for the Hus-
ky 4-H’ers Club and is currently a second-year 4-H’er. 

All county 4-H clubs are welcome to submit their own
content by emailing News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Applications 
will be received 
until July 16. The 
announcement of 
the award recipi-
ent will be made 
at the annual 
WIN Leadership 
Luncheon at 11 
a.m. on Aug. 23 
at Mustard Seed 
Gardens, 77 Metsker Lane. 
Those interested in attend-
ing can register at nobles-
villechamber.com/events. 

“We are de-
lighted to partner 
with our WIN 
Network, for their 
second year of im-
pact recognition,” 
said Bob DuBois, 
President and 
CEO of the No-
blesville Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

“It's important to recognize 
the impact that women are 
making in our community, 
and we are excited to cel-
ebrate their contributions 
through this award.”

After reviewing more 
than 60 nominations, the 
WIN Network last year 
awarded Anita Hagen, Ex-
ecutive Director of Hamil-
ton County Harvest Food 
Bank, the inaugural Woman 
of Impact award. The food 
bank is dedicated to assist-
ing all Hamilton County 
food pantries with their food 
needs. Hagen led the charge 
to establish the food bank 
in 2009 and volunteered for 
the organization for 10 years 
before taking on the role of 
Executive Director. 

To nominate a woman 
who has made an impact in 
the Noblesville community, 
please click here. Questions 
can be directed to info@no-
blesvillechamber.com. 
About Women in Noblesville  

(WIN Network)
WIN Network is a group 

of professional women who 
are committed to empower-
ing, educating, and inspiring 
women in the Noblesville 
community. WIN provides 
opportunities for women to 
connect, learn, and grow both 
personally and professionally.

About the Noblesville 
Chamber of Commerce

The Noblesville Cham-
ber of Commerce is a peo-
ple-centered business advo-
cacy organization that serves 
and supports businesses and 
organizations in the Nobles-
ville area. The Chamber pro-
vides advocacy, networking, 
and educational opportuni-
ties to help its members grow 
and succeed.

DuBois

Impact
from Page 1

We have beautiful parks, 
trail systems, great neigh-
borhoods, and Grand Park, 
the nation’s biggest and best 
youth sports campus.”

Westfield’s designation 
stands out among Ameri-
ca’s top 15 fastest-growing 
cities since most are in the 
south. Texas dominated the 

list, claiming six. Westfield 
is the only Midwestern city 
among the top 15, with the 
second-lowest crime rate 
among those cities.

“Our welcome mat is 
out,” Cook added. “We don’t 
have mountains or an ocean, 
so we must create a place 
where people choose to 
live and businesses choose 
to build and grow. Desig-
nations are wonderful, but 
our residents remain one of 
Westfield’s greatest assets.”

Growing
from Page 1

Gaylor Electric, Culver’s of 
Noblesville/The Farm, Har-
bour Trees Golf and Beach 
Clubs, Robert and Marie 
Frash, Riverview Health, 
and Adams Insurance LLC.

Families, businesses, 
and civic groups can be a 
part of this project by do-
nating at levels from as lit-
tle as $300 up to $25,000. 
The names of these entities 
are displayed for three-year 
increments on the Bridge’s 
Donor Plaque Displays, let-
ting everyone know of their 
generosity and community 
involvement.

Inspired by the travels of 
philanthropist board mem-
bers Sylvia Gordon and 
her father Dick Gordon and 
brought to vibrant life by 
fellow board members Peg 
Adams and Dave Riddle 
and their cohort of volun-

teers, this Hamilton County 
destination beckons visitors 
to Noblesville and all the 
activities and beauty it has 
to offer.

“When you donate to 
the Bridge of Flowers, it 
makes you feel good and 
the Bridge look good!” Dick 
Gordon said.

To date, over $160,000 
has been raised by busi-
nesses and individuals to 
establish and maintain this 
incredible addition to No-
blesville that promises to 
be a self-perpetuating point 
of pride for all. No taxpayer 
money is used to support the 
flowers.

To get involved, citi-
zens are encouraged to send 
tax-deductible donations 
to the Bridge of Flowers, 
20236 Hague Road, Nobles-
ville, IN 46062.

Photo provided
Peg Adams, who is the head honcho of planting at 
the Noblesville Bridge of Flowers.

Bridge
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Established just last 
year, the Kim Simons Fu-
ture Educator Scholarship, 
in honor of the instructional 
assistant at Oak Trace Ele-
mentary, was given to stu-
dents who hope to carry on 
Simons’ light by pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion.

Also in 2022, Craig 
Westover, founder of 
WestMed in Carmel, created 
the Sharon Hoffman Memo-
rial Scholarship which was 
awarded to a student who 
plans to pursue a profession 
in healthcare.

In addition to these more 
newly established awards, 
some scholarships are fund-
ed by long-standing donors 
and legacies, such as the 
Larry and Jean Staley Fam-
ily Horizon Scholarship 
which was first awarded in 
2010.

The Zipparo Fami-
ly B.E.C.I.S. Scholarship, 
which was first awarded in 
2016, went to a student who 
will be attending a four-year 
institution to study business, 
engineering, or computer in-
formation science. 

Also in 2016, former 
long-time WWS superin-
tendent and WEF board 
member Dr. Mark Keen 
established the Linda and 
Mark Keen Scholarship to 
be awarded to the child of a 
full-time WWS employee.

As an additional sur-
prise, the WEF board col-
laborated with the WHS 
PTO to send out a “secret 
patrol” during the award 

ceremony so that when re-
cipients arrived home they 
were greeted with signs of 
congratulations.

“Westfield Education 
Foundation is working 

alongside community part-
ners, families, legacies, 
and donors to ensure that 
all Westfield students have 
scholarship opportunities to 
support the pathways they 

choose,” Knott said.
In the rapidly growing 

WWS district, new schol-
arships are needed. If you 
would like to find out more 
about providing pathways 

for students interested in 
your passion or profes-
sion or as a way to honor 
a family member or create 
a family legacy, contact 
Ashley Knott at knotta@

wws.k12.in.us.
To learn more about the 

Westfield Education Foun-
dation, the scholarships and 
grants provided, and how you 
can help, visit wwswef.org.
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Community First Bank, 707 E SR 32, Westfield
Limit of 5 Boxes per vehicle. CFBindiana.com/shred

Donations are welcome!
All proceeds will go directly to 

Westfield Youth Assistance Program

Wedensday, June 7
11:30 a.m. - 1p.m.

Bank of Indiana

Community Free
Shred Day!

W E ST F I E L D

The Black Student Union Scholarship
Jason D. Lottie 
Jacob D. Smith 

Casting Bright Futures - Carl M. Steele
Memorial Scholarship
Emily H. Boggs

The Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm Bray Science 
Scholarship Fund
Allison L. Beckwith 
Gavin M. Hartman 
Jessica R. Mannella 
Gabrielle L. Wheeler

The Duane Lutz Family Scholarship
Brennan Nicholas Decker

The Grand Junction Brewing Company
Scholarship Fund
Julia Laine Campbell 
Billy Lo Cox III

The Horizon Scholarship Fund
Will M. Byers

The James W. "Bill" Wood Scholarship Fund
Hunter James Brooks

The Kim Simons Future Educator Scholarship
Corrine E. Bognar 
Allison G. McKeown

The Linda and Mark Keen Scholarship
Samuel H. Mefford

The Ralph & Mildred Wilfong Scholarship
Fund
Tanya Lloyd
Toby A. Smith

The Ray Huser Foundation Athletic
Scholarship
Samuel P. Degnan

The Rebecca Sturdevant Scholarship Fund
Madison R. Faulkner
Elizabeth A. Hirschfeld
Abigail L. Lewis
Alana E. Raymond 
Anne E. Spaletto

The Richard H. Crosser Memorial
Scholarship Fund
Austin J. Knott 
Spenser N. Johns

The Robert J. Denari Science Scholarship
Owen R. Cook

The Sharon Hoffman Memorial Scholarship
Hosted by WestMed
Ryan A. Barrett

@REALLYGREATSITE

2023 WEF SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS TOTALING $77,850

David L. Adams
Academic Award
Han Le

Tommie Moore Athletic
Award
Will M. Byers

WHS Mentorship Award 
Allie Beene
Eden Hogsett
Campbell Kessler
Abigail S. Pahls
Libby Spinner
Cody Teatek
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WHS 2023 AWARDSThe Shirley A. Gibbs Scholarship
Larkyn A. Bedusek
Kristin E. Chestnut 
Joseline Cruz-Medina* 
Kaylee C. Daniels-Tidwell 
Gabriel V. Nixon 
Laura N. Shupe

The Student Impact Basketball Coach/Player
Scholarship
Benjamin R. Byrer

The Student Impact Scholarship
Rylan A. Crum

The Summers Plumbing Heating & Cooling
Construction Scholarship
Owen Sowerby Flynn

The Susan Hobson Scholarship Fund (Carey
Ridge)
Bree K. Detamore

Xavier John McDonald Memorial Fund
Anna R. Graber 
Brenna A. Willis

Zipparo Family B.E.C.I.S. Scholarship Fund
Alex J. Dieckmeyer

Westfield Theatre and Choir Boosters
Association Scholarship
Brayden J. Billington 
Luciana Marie Bluto

Congratulations!

wwswef.org

The Westfield Education
Foundation would like to

extend its gratitude to our
community partners, legacy

donors, businesses, and
local organizations for their

generous contributions
towards establishing

scholarships that benefit
Westfield Washington

Schools graduates.

Graphic provided by Westfield Education Foundation

Scholarships
from Page 1

In Indiana, a brown re-
cluse is our tarantula, our 
black widow. Heck, our 
great white shark for that 
matter. We are nothing more 
than spider chum, friends 
and neighbors. They’re in 
our shoes; they climb up 
our bed skirts; they drop on 
us from low-hanging tree 
limbs and dusty ceiling fans; 
they’re inside our gardening 
gloves and baseball mitts. 
Sleep well, kiddies.

I stayed still so as not to 
scare the spider. I needed to 
somehow capture it – live, I 
presumed – and present it to 
a healthcare professional for 
identification. Or, if over-
come by venom before leav-
ing the house, at least the 
coroner would find my cold 
corpse clutching a jarred 
spider and easily determine 
the cause of my demise.

Moving from bedroom 
to kitchen without startling 
the spider was tricky and 
slow going, especially with 
underwear stretched be-
tween my ankles like pris-
on shackles. In the kitchen, 
I trapped the spider with a 
paper towel and released it 
into a jar. Then I transferred 
it to my daughter’s special 
see-through bug container, 

which was equipped with a 
magnifying glass lid for bet-
ter viewing. 

In the bathroom, I in-
spected my wound, a near 
impossible task without aid 
of a hand-held mirror due to 
the unfortunate placement 
of the bite. I had to contort 
into an awkward, naked po-
sition to aim the mirror be-
hind me and then twist my 
neck nearly 180 degrees for 
a proper visual inspection. 
It was a position I hope to 
never repeat, a view I hope 
to never revisit.

The mirror’s glass re-
flected a tiny red spot on 
my butt. It looked harmless 
enough. Instead of rushing 
to the emergency room, I de-
cided to go to work. Happy 
to be alive, I vowed to be a 
more productive employee.

The first thing I did at 
work was search “brown re-
cluse spider bites” on Yahoo 
– so much for being a pro-
ductive employee. Some bite 
sites actually had WARN-
ING labels due to their pho-
tos’ intense graphic nature. 
The wounds depicted were 
ghastly; volcanic lesions; 
chunks of flesh eaten away 
as if by tiger bite; wounds 
that would’ve made Mother 

Teresa turn away in terror 
and consider a new calling.

According to the sites, 
possible reactions before the 
whole flesh-eating thing took 
effect included restlessness 
(check), itching (well, now 
that you mention it), fever (I 
started to perspire), and vom-
iting (probably due to view-
ing the photos). A common, 
frightening word from the 
sites haunted me: necrosis. 

I told my buddy in the 
next office about my spi-
der bite in case I collapsed, 
speechless and frothy, in 
a corporate corridor. He 
promised to keep it con-
fidential and not tell our 
coworkers. I foolishly be-
lieved him. Then I resumed 
my spider bite research, 
revisiting those gruesome 
Internet photos that seemed 
more appropriate for a Web 
site dedicated to dynamite 
juggling mishaps. 

Word of my imminent 
demise spread. Concerned – 
ha! – coworkers stuck their 
heads in my office, lending 
moral support. “Have you 
started shooting webs out of 
your palms?” one said. An-
other asked, “Do you have 
a sudden urge to eat flies?” 
Someone expected to see 

me hanging upside-down 
from the ceiling. I was called 
“Spider Can.” I was caught 
in the dreaded web of work-
place humor that made me 
the butt of too many jokes. 
This was a time of necrosis, 
not laughter.

It was all too much. I 
rushed home, retrieved the 
spider and visited my doc-
tor’s office. People in the 
waiting room looked warily 
at the bug bucket dangling 
from a yellow strap at my 
side. When the woman be-
hind the registration desk 
looked down into the jar, she 
quickly straightened, appar-
ently startled by the con-
tents. I should have warned 
her about the magnified 
lid, I guess. Through it, the 
spider took on mutant-size 
proportions. For added 
fun, I considered saying, “I 
passed this earlier. Should I 
worry?” Instead, I said, “It 
might be a brown recluse. It 
bit me on the butt.”

The other staff members 
stepped aside as she carried 
the bucket away. She soon 
returned. No one present 
knew much about spider 
identification. I couldn’t 
help but notice how no 
one was concerned enough 

about my health to suggest 
examining my butt bite. 
I was sent to the county 
health department, then to 
the county extension office 
where Jim Peter immersed 
my specimen into a small 
vial filled with alcohol to 
preserve it. The spider died 
instantly. “At least you 
brought him in alive,” Jim 
said. “Sometimes by the 
time people bring them in, 
they’re dead and dried out, 
and crumbs fall from their 
boxes into my hands. That 
makes it much harder to 
identify the insect.”

Jim said my spider had 
the right coloring but it was 
too young and undeveloped 
for him to determine if it had 
the brown recluse’s trade-
mark violin-shaped marking 
near its head. “Since it’s pos-
sibly health related, if I was 
you, I’d send it Purdue for 
verification,” he said. “It’ll 
only cost you $11. We’ll pay 
the postage.”

Not a bad price for peace 
of mind over a missing piece 
of butt flesh. 

Since it was Friday, he 
said I wouldn’t get the lab 
results until early the fol-
lowing week. Jim assured 
me I would know fairly 

soon if it was a serious bite 
since necrosis starts quickly. 
There was that word again! 
I worried away the weekend 
and became more efficient 
with the proper positioning 
of a hand-held mirror aimed 
at my posterior. Luckily, the 
red spot never grew. I was 
not rotting.

Purdue University’s 
Plant and Pet Diagnostic 
Laboratory results arrived 
in the mail, stating in part, 
“The sample submitted was 
identified as a sac spider. 
These spiders probably ac-
count for more human bites 
than any other spider.” 

A wimpy sac spider was 
all it was. Still, news of the 
harmless sac spider was 
the best $11 I’d ever spent. 
I resumed a normal life, 
though the spider incident 
did change my shower rou-
tine. Now, before putting on 
my underwear after drying 
off, I stomp on my undies 
a few times and then hold 
them upside-down to shake 
out whatever’s inside. You 
never know what might be 
taking residence in there. 
You never know when you 
might become breakfast.

Contact: scottsaal-
man@gmail.com

Spider
from Page 1
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Stony Creek Church of Christ
“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”

15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville
(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 Jesus calls us to love all people and extend good to all 
men. He wants us to respect all people. He tells us not to 
make distinctions between people. Those are the kind of 
people you will meet at the Stony Creek Church of Christ. 
We are simply people wanting to go to heaven and take 
others with us. We want to be Christians like you can read 
about in the New Testament – nothing more and nothing 

else. If that sounds like the kind of people with whom you desire to assemble – 
check us out!
 At the Stony Creek Church of Christ, we assemble on Sundays and Wednesdays to 
seek a better understanding of Jesus and His ways. You are encouraged and invited to join us 
for those studies or call for a private study.

A Warm Friendly Welcome 
Awaits You!

Good news from Stony Creek Church of Christ
Of April showers & the flowers of May

Write or call and let us know what you think. Would you 
like more information about the great creator God? I would 
love to accommodate your request. Do you have questions 
or disagreements? I will be happy to study God’s Word with 
you and help you find the “peace that passes understanding” 
(Philippians 4:7).

I hope you will accept our offer to visit and investigate. We 
meet at 15530 Herriman Blvd. in Noblesville. Our phone num-
ber is (317) 219-5852 We meet for Sunday morning Bible Study 
at 10 a.m. and have classes for all ages. Worship begins at 
11 a.m. and we have a Bible Study Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
A warm welcome awaits!

April show-
ers bring May 
flowers, and what 
do May flowers 
bring? Pilgrims. I 
suppose most of 
us have heard this 
little riddle since 
we were quite 
young. I find it 
amazing that the 
changing of the 
seasons is so predictable 
that even children’s riddles 
can be based upon them.

That raises the question: 
how did the universe be-
come so regulated and pre-
dictable?

Some would suggest that 
it was by mere undirected 
uncaused chance. Billions 
of years and big explosions 
resulted in the complicated 
and predictable universe in 
which we live. In light of 
our complicated universe, 
is this really believable? 
Can you think of anything 
that becomes more well or-
ganized and complicated as 
the result of an explosion? 
All the explosions with 
which I have any knowledge 
was just the opposite.

We live in a marvelous 
universe and on an amaz-
ing planet. When we look 
up into the sky at night, we 
cannot begin to see the end 
of our solar system. Even 
with the mightiest of tele-
scopes we still cannot probe 
the farthest regions of our 
universe.

If you started running 
the moment you were born 
and ran a mile every minute 
of every day, you would be 
700 years old before you 
reached our sun and 182 
million years old before you 
reached Alpha Centauri. Our 
universe operates accord-
ing to precise astronomical 
laws. This is why rockets 
can be launched to the moon 

and directed to 
land within feet of 
their intended tar-
get. This is why 
solar and lunar 
eclipses can be 
forecast centuries 
in advance. 

The bright-
ness and beauty of 
the solar system 
express as no oth-

er witness can the glory and 
unchallenged majesty of Je-
hovah our God. Being the 
work of Jehovah’s hands, 
the solar system in all its ex-
panse and beauty is inferior 
to its Creator. The Creator is 
always greater than the cre-
ation. In their solemn, silent 
procession through the sky, 
the heavens tell, declare, 
pour forth, and reveal the 
greatest and plainest truth 
of the universe – our God 
is an awesome God. With 
authority they make the glo-
ry of God conspicuous and 
with elegance pour forth 
an unexhausted fountain of 
evidence of God’s wisdom, 
power, majesty, skill, faith-
fulness, and intelligence.

The apostle Paul asserts 
in 1 Cor. 14:33 that our 
“God is not a God of con-
fusion but of peace.” That is 
certainly reflected in the uni-
verse He created. The sweet 
singer of Israel wrote, “The 
heavens are telling of the 
glory of God; And their ex-
panse is declaring the work 
of His hands (Psa. 119:1).

As powerful as the tes-
timony of our solar system 
is, there are still millions 
who refuse to accept their 
testimony and evidence. 
Yuri Gagarin and Gherman 
Titov, famed Soviet Union 
cosmonauts, returned from 
orbiting earth and foolish-
ly declared that there could 
be no God since they did 
not see Him while in out-

er space. Men like Gagarin 
must suppress the powerful, 
eloquent evidence of the so-
lar system preferring their 
own fallible powers and fee-
ble knowledge.

The observation of the 
apostle Paul in Romans 
1:19-20 is so powerful “be-
cause that which is known 
about God is evident with-
in them; for God made it 
evident to them. For since 
the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes, His 
eternal power and divine na-
ture, have been clearly seen, 
being understood through 
what has been made, so that 
they are without excuse.”

Let each of us open our 
eyes, ears, and hearts to 
experience our wonderful 
earth and praise the great 
Creator of all we can see and 
touch.

O LORD, our Lord, 
How majestic is Your name 
in all the earth, Who have 
displayed Your splendor 
above the heavens! From 
the mouth of infants and 
nursing babes You have es-
tablished strength Because 
of Your adversaries, to make 
the enemy and the revenge-
ful cease. When I consider 
Your heavens, the work of 
Your fingers, The moon and 
the stars, which You have 
ordained; What is man that 
You take thought of him, 
And the son of man that You 
care for him (Psalm 8:1-9)?

JOHN A. SMITH
Think on These Things

COLUMNIST The REPORTER
Benedictine College rec-

ognizes students who have 
distinguished themselves 
academically during the last 
semester.

David Mannella of West-
field was recently named to 
the Dean's List for the spring 
semester, which ended May 9.

Any full-time student 
carrying a minimum of 

12 hours and a perfect 4.0 
grade-point average through 
the spring term is named 
to the President's List. Full 
time students with 12 hours 
and a grade-point average of 
3.5 are named to the Dean's 
List. Of the 2,234 students 
on campus for 2022-2023 
academic year, 166 made 
the President's List and 698 
made the Dean's List.

Westfield’s own David 
Mannella makes Dean’s 

List at Benedictine College

CrossRoads Church at Westfield presents a …

For more information 
scan this: 

      ForOurNeighbor.Life 
is an effort of CrossRoads Church to meet, know, 
enjoy, and serve our local neighbors. This event is 

provided for you, our neighbors, because we love you! 

Comedy  
Event

7 pm • Friday • June 2 
Event is held at  

IMMI Conference Center 
18880 N. East Street WestÞeld IN 

[1 mile east of Grand Park next to IMMI] 

POPCORN & PUNCHLINES
Free

No Pre-Registration Needed… 
Just Show Up for Fun!  

Presented by: 
CrossRoads Church at WestÞeld  

19201 Grassy Branch Rd WestÞeld

June Colson Leslie Robb

Michele VanDusenMike James Dorie McLemore

Brian KohatsuRhonda Corey

Chris Ruppe 

https://www.facebook.com/stonycreekcoc/
https://crchurch.org/comedy-event
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Noblesville 
Lions Club 

Grillin’ on the Square
Under the Big Tent 

Pork Chops, Chicken, 
Dogs, and Extras

FRIDAY, June 2
Lunch/Dinner  

11:00AM to 8:00PM
$13 Advance   $15 At the Door   

$8 Hotdog

SATURDAY, June 3
Breakfast 

7:00AM to 11:00AM
$6 Adult   $4 Kids

Advance tickets available from any Lion

The REPORTER
The U.S. Attorney’s Of-

fice for the Southern Dis-
trict of Indiana, American 
Senior Communities, and 
the Indiana Office of the 
Attorney General will pres-
ent educational sessions 
on how seniors can avoid 
scams and fraud.

Elder fraud is the act 
of exploiting older adults 
for monetary gain, such as 
financial fraud or identity 
theft. Fraudsters take ad-
vantage of seniors through 
numerous fear-based tac-

tics. By posing as grandchil-
dren or romantic interests, 
or emailing about bogus 
investment opportunities, 
over $5.9 billion in losses 
occur each year among the 
senior population. Elder 
fraud can have devastating 
effects not only financially, 
but emotionally as well.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Adam Eakman will present 
on common scams, how to 
identify and recover from 
them, and who to contact. 

When & Where
• Session 1 will take 

place from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 31 at Alli-
sonville Meadows Assisted 
Living, 10410 Allisonville 
Road, Fishers.

• Session 2 will take 
place from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Friday, June 9 at Rosegate 
Assisted Living, 7510 Rose-
gate Drive, Indianapolis.

Both events are free and 
open to the public.

For more information 
and to RSVP, visit ASC-
Care.com/elderFraud. 
RSVPs are appreciated but 
not required.

Educating elder population 
on avoiding scams & swindles

Photo provided by Noblesville Lions Club
On May 18, the two clubs helped pass out food to those in need with Gleaners at Six Points 
Church in Sheridan. This continues to be a monthly event for the two clubs. (Above) Carmel 
Lions Bob Yunker and Lane Sims; along with Noblesville Lions Jerry Baker, Duke Miller, Carol 
Miller, Jeff Kozicki, Mark Bachar, and Ron Williamson.

Noblesville & Carmel Lions 
get together to help Gleaners

The REPORTER
On Wednesday, May 31, 

Fishers Fire and Emergency 
Services will play host to 
a special event to celebrate 
the opening of the new fire 
station located in the north-
eastern portion of the City 
of Fishers. This station will 
enhance the protection of 
this district by reducing re-
sponse times and providing 
additional equipment and 
firefighters to the area.

The event will include 
a ribbon cutting ceremony, 
preceded by a blessing of the 
newly installed Safe Haven 
Baby Box. The Safe Haven 
Baby Box is a safe, anony-
mous way for parents to sur-
render their newborns who 
are less than 30 days old. The 
box is equipped with a heat-
ing and cooling system, and 
an alarm that alerts emergen-
cy responders as soon as a 
baby is placed inside.

“We are changing the 
narrative on abandonment 
here in Indiana because of 
the safe  anonymous al-
ternative we are providing 

for women in crisis,” Safe 
Haven Baby Box Foudner 
Monica Kelsey said. “These 
mothers are trusting that 
we can help them and we 
stand prepared to help them 
whenever that may be. We 
are grateful for communities 
like Fishers coming togeth-
er to protect the vulnerable 
in their community with a 
Baby Box.”

The Baby Box blessing 
will begin at 4:30 p.m., and 
the ribbon cutting will start 
at 5:30 p.m. The ceremo-
ny will be held at the new 
Fire Station 397, 15109 E. 
136th St., Fishers. Overflow 
parking will be available at 
Northview Church, 14842 E. 
136th St., Fishers.

The public is invited and 
encouraged to attend.

Station 397 is equipped 
with an Advanced Life Sup-
port (ALS) transporting 
ambulance and an engine. 
Minimum staffing for this 
station is five firefighters. All 
firefighters are Emergency 
Medical Technicians (EMTs) 
or Paramedic certified.

Come see new
Fishers Fire Station 
397 & blessing of 

Safe Haven Baby Box

The REPORTER
Music for All’s 46th an-

nual Summer Symposium, 
presented by Yamaha, is re-
turning to Ball State Univer-
sity in Muncie this summer. 
The Symposium kicks off 
with a weekend of intensive 
student leadership training 
Saturday, June 24 through 
Monday, June 26, followed 
by a full week of camp in-
tensive Monday, June 26 
through Saturday, July 1.

It’s not too late! There 
are still spots available in 

every division of the Sum-
mer Symposium. To sign up 
for camp, visit camp.mu-
sicforall.org. Register by 
Thursday, June 1 to avoid 
late registration fees. 

Hundreds of high school 
band students and band 
directors will gather from 
across the country to learn 
more about music and 
marching band during the 
week-long camp intensive. 

This year’s student di-
visions include marching 
band, percussion, color 

guard, drum majors, and 
music production. 

“The Music for All 
Summer Symposium pro-
vides character-building and 
leadership development for 
young people, while teach-
ing performance skills,” 
said Jeff Young, Director of 
Camps for Music for All. 
“The Symposium helps stu-
dents develop core compe-
tencies like collaboration, 
effective communication, 
and self-confidence.” 

The Summer Sympo-

sium is gathering the best in 
high school band educators 
to help students and teachers 
learn best practices through-
out the week.  

While the students are 
busy learning, Music for All 
also provides band directors 
with their own training during 
The Director Academy. 

This year, there will 
be more than 70 educa-
tors from across the United 
States serving as faculty for 
the student divisions and 
The Director Academy.

“Music for All is com-
mitted to supporting prac-
ticing and future music edu-
cators to help with retention 
and recruitment of talented 
teachers,” Young said. “Es-
pecially now when areas of 
America are experiencing a 
shortage of teachers, includ-
ing music educators.” 

Camp even includes a 
session for the parents. The 

one-day Parent Booster In-
stitute will help train music 
parents and boosters on how 
to be effective supporters of 
their school’s music program.

Music for All will of-
fer an Indiana Band Day of 
Leadership on Friday, June 
30 for area groups of band 
students and their teachers.

Several community or-
ganizations in Muncie have 
partnered with Music for All 
to provide complimentary 
tickets to the evening con-
certs held Monday, June 26 
through Thursday, June 29 
as part of the camp.

Sponsor information 
Music for All efforts are 

supported through spon-
sorships, including current 
partnerships with National 
Presenting Sponsor: Yama-
ha Corporation of America; 
Official Uniform Sponsor: 
Fred J. Miller, Inc.; Official 
Student Travel Partner: Mu-

sic Travel Consultants; Of-
ficial Spirit Wear Sponsor: 
PepWear; Corporate Spon-
sors: Wenger Corporation, 
Ball State University, Visit 
Indy, and the City of India-
napolis; Associate Sponsors: 
REMO; StylePlus, and Bob 
Rogers Travel; and Summer 
Symposium event sponsor 
Cheddar Up. Music for All 
is also supported by the In-
diana Arts Commission, a 
state agency, and the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts, 
a federal agency; the Arts 
Council of Indianapolis and 
the City of Indianapolis; Ball 
Brothers Foundation; Lilly 
Endowment Inc.; George 
and Frances Ball Founda-
tion; Allen Whitehill Clowes 
Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
and Nicholas H. Noyes, Jr., 
Memorial Foundation, Inc. 

Find and follow Music 
for All online at music-
forall.org.

Music for All will bring hundreds of students & teachers to Ball State

http://asccare.com/ElderFraud
http://asccare.com/ElderFraud
https://camp.musicforall.org/
https://camp.musicforall.org/
https://musicforall.org/
https://musicforall.org/
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By MAELEI CASLER
Sheridan High School Student

The Sheridan Student 
Column is brought to readers 
by Sheridan High School’s 
10th grade English class, 
taught by Abby Williams.

The Oxford Dictionary 
defines ‘inclusivity’ as the 
practice of providing re-
sources for people who 
might otherwise be exclud-
ed or marginalized, such as 
those having physical or 
intellectual disabilities or 
belonging to other minority 
groups. 

I have a strong belief 
that everyone should learn 
about inclusivity and inte-
grate it into their everyday 
lives. Growing up I was 
raised by a Deaf dad and a 
hearing mom which makes 
my brother and me CODAs 
(Children of Deaf Adults). 
My brother and I have seen 
many instances of people 
excluding our dad from 
various things because they 
didn't know how to com-
municate with him. Many 
people have negative ideas 
of Deaf people and are not 
willing to be educated.

As I grew up, I learned 
about more injustices that 
people with disabilities 
face and have always want-

ed to help change them. I 
will do this by becoming 
an Elementary Life Skills 
teacher.

My brother is a senior 
at Gallaudet University 
in Washington, D.C. This 
college is a predominantly 
Deaf college with a very 
small percentage of CO-
DAs and an even smaller 
percentage of hearing peo-
ple. Recently, my family 
and I went to visit him, 
and every time I go there I 
am awed at how inclusive 
this school is. Gallaudet 
University enrolls people 
of all genders, races, na-
tionalities, and abilities. 
There was a “Unity Fest” 
going on that had tables 
of various countries that 
offered foods for people to 
taste. While I was there, I 
saw a Deaf-Blind person 
and multiple people who 
were wheelchair-bound. 
All people are welcome 
at Gallaudet and that 
makes me happy.

Being more inclusive is 
one way that I know could 
help others feel like they fit 
in more. At Sheridan High 
School we have a fairly 
large life skills class (Mr. 
Moore’s class) which is a 
big part of our school. Every 
day I see multiple kids from 

his class help-
ing our school 
in many differ-
ent ways. Some 
students may be 
helping in the 
kitchen during 
lunch or making 
their morning 
rounds to change 
the office ladies' 
calendars. I think 
just having Mr. 
Moore’s class 
at our school is 
helping students 
learn to be more 
inclusive. 

One way 
that you could 
try to be more 
inclusive is by 
using the correct 
language. If you 
are talking about 
someone who 
has a disability 
such as Autism, you would 
say, the boy with Autism, 
instead of, the Autistic boy. 
This is called “people-first” 
language and humanizes 
those with disabilities.

Some people still use 
inappropriate language 
such as the R-word, which 
is a slur. The Special Olym-
pics website goes more in-
depth on why this is a slur 
if you want to learn more 

about it.
You can also be more 

inclusive to LGBTQ+ peo-
ple by not using the F-slur, 
which is further explained 
on the Burnett Foundation 
website. Another great 
way you could learn to be 
more inclusive is to educate 
yourself on disabilities, cul-
tures, or LGBTQ+ people, 
immerse yourself in differ-
ent cultures, or be around 
people with disabilities. 

Photo provided
For Maelei Casler, being inclusive 
is not only a personal matter, it’s 
simply the right thing to do.

Learning to be more inclusive Rep. Spartz demands 
long-term fiscal plan 

from President & 
Congressional leaders
The REPORTER

Rep. Victoria Spartz 
(R-Ind.) sent a letter to 
President Joe Biden, Senate 
Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer 
(D-N.Y.), Senate 
Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.), Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy 
(R-Calif.), and 
House Minority 
Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries (D-N.Y.) 
h i g h l i g h t i n g 
warnings of the “unsus-
tainable long-term fiscal 
path” by the Government 
Accountability Office and 

requesting a long-term fiscal 
plan. 

“As a CPA with over a 
decade of professional ex-

perience, I am 
alarmed by the 
current fiscal state 
of our nation, as 
well as the Gov-
ernment Account-
ability Office, 
auditor of the fed-
eral government. 
We must develop 
meaningful solu-
tions not messag-

ing and talking points,” Rep. 
Spartz said.

Click here to read the 
full letter.

Spartz

Submitted
The Sheridan Public Library, 103 W. 

1st St., has all sorts of fun activities avail-
able for all ages. See the list below and visit 
sheridan.lib.in.us for more information. 
Support your local library!

Preschool
• June 7, 14, 21, 28 at 11 a.m.: Storytime 

(ages 3 to 6)
• June 7, 14, 21, 28 at noon: Touch-a-

Truck (open to the whole family) (Sheridan 
EMS on June 7, Sheridan Fire on June 14, 
Sheridan Police on June 21, and Duke En-
ergy on June 28)

• June 8, 15, 22, 29 at 11 a.m.: Parachute 
Play (ages 2 to 4)

Grades K-5
• June 7  at 11 a.m.: I Survived … Titan-

ic with Chef Karen
• June 14 at 11 a.m.: Red Fox Presen-

tation with Hamilton County Soil & Water
• June 21 at 11 a.m.: Magic Tree House: 

Vikings
• June 28 at 11 a.m.: American Girl: 

Claudie with Quack Daddy
Grades 6-12

• June 8, 15, 22, 29 a 4 p.m.: Zombie 
Apocalypse Training (Kits & Tools with JK 
Stewart on June 8, Foods & Traps with JK 
Stewart on June 15, Fire & Solar Ovens on 
June 22, and Trail Markers with JK Stewart 
on June 29)

Adults
• June 7, 14, 21, 28 from 11 a.m. to 1 

p.m.: Knitting Club
• June 13 & 17 at 1:30 p.m.: Euchre 

Club
• June 17 at 10 a.m.: Public Listening 

Session: Community Input from Sheridan 
Public Library

• June 19 at 6 p.m.: Pinners
• June 21 at 5:30 p.m.: Sheridan Read-

ers Club (book: Becoming Mrs. Lewis by 
Patti Henry)

• June 22 at 6 p.m.: Taste of Julie + Ju-
lia, a book and movie discussion with Chef 
Karen

All Ages
• June 9 at 6 p.m.: Summer Concert Se-

ries: Mike + Joe Flowers with J+J Street 
Food Truck

• June 16 at 6 p.m.: Summer Concert Se-
ries: Kevin Stonerock with Guac Box Food 
Truck

• June 23 at 6 p.m.: Summer Concert Se-
ries: Bailey Smith with T’Days Jerk Food 
Truck

• June 30 at 6 p.m.: Summer Concert 
Series: The Ackermans with Daddios Food 
Truck

* * *
For more information on programming 

and services, please visit sheridan.lib.in.us.

Sheridan Public Library has full calendar of events for June

The REPORTER
This July 4, you can 

be part of history when 
the Carmel Fire Auxil-
iary will attempt to set a 
world record for the most 
people wearing red plas-
tic fire helmets. A large 
part of the Carmel Fire 

Auxiliary is community 
outreach and positive im-
pacts. The goal in setting 
this world record is to 
bring the whole commu-
nity of Carmel together in 
a fun way.

Click here for more 
information.

Help Carmel set a world record

https://bondryconsulting.com/
https://tinyurl.com/yw8uvte3
https://sheridan.lib.in.us/
https://sheridan.lib.in.us/
https://linktr.ee/cfdauxiliary
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Photos provided
The Rotary Club of Westfield recently celebrated Charter Member (Mitchell) Mic Mead’s 90th 
birthday. Best wishes from all of us at the Hamilton County Reporter, Mic!

Mic Mead celebrates 90th birthday 
with Rotary Club of Westfield

Carmel’s own
Victoria Simmons 

among Top 10 Seniors 
at Franklin College

The REPORTER
Franklin College be-

stowed several awards at 
the Annual Student Involve-
ment Awards cer-
emony on April 
26. One of the 
highlights of the 
event was the un-
veiling of the Top 
Ten Seniors.

The recipients 
are chosen based 
on their academ-
ic excellence 
(a minimum of 
3.0 grade-point average); 
leadership on campus, 
both inside and outside the 
classroom; and their em-
bodiment of the college’s 
values. Due to a tie, the 
awards were presented to 
12 outstanding seniors this 
year.

Victoria Simmons, 
daughter of Steven and 
Georgia Simmons of Car-
mel, majored in sociolo-
gy and criminal justice. 
While at Franklin, she was 

a member of the Women’s 
Lacrosse Team serving as 
Captain, Pi Beta Phi Soror-
ity, Chi Alpha Sigma Hon-

or Society and 
a Lead Student 
Ambassador.

The other stu-
dents include:

• Libby Bak-
er, Greenwood

• Clayton 
Black, Troy, Ohio

• Armani 
Christopher, Gary

• Annah El-
liott, Martinsville

• JaSaun Johnson, Indi-
anapolis

• Devyn Kerr, Cedar 
Grove

• Rutendo Nyamadza-
wo, Harambe, Zimbabwe

• Samantha Pankratz, 
Stevensville, Mich.

• Zachary Roberts, Zi-
onsville

• Antonio Sánchez, 
Franklin

• Kody Wilkerson, 
Michigan City

Simmons

The REPORTER
At 3:54 p.m. on Thurs-

day, Indiana State Troopers 
along with other first re-
sponders were called to the 
scene of a serious crash in 
the southbound lanes of In-
terstate 69 just north of 96th 
Street.

911 callers reported 
that a motorcycle had hit 

the back of a truck and the 
occupants were lying in 
the roadway. When first re-
sponders arrived, they found 
two adults severely injured, 
and one of them was uncon-
scious. Lifesaving emergen-
cy medical aid was given, 
and the two victims were 
transported by ambulance 
to a local hospital. 

A preliminary inves-
tigation at the scene de-
termined a white pickup 
truck had slowed to a stop 
due to stopping traffic, and 
a motorcycle crashed into 
the back of the truck, eject-
ing both occupants off the 
motorcycle onto the road-
way. Both were wearing 
helmets. The driver of the 

truck was not injured. 
The crash caused sever-

al lanes of I-69 to be closed 
for approximately three 
hours during the investiga-
tion.

The Indiana State Police 
was assisted by the Fish-
ers Police Department, the 
Fishers Fire Department and 
INDOT.

Two injured when motorcycle
crashes into pickup truck on I-69

https://tinyurl.com/bdz9rpxy
http://paulpoteet.com
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The REPORTER
Locally-owned Chariot 

Automotive Group (CAG) 
is launching the Chariot 
Automotive Institute.

Chariot Automotive 
Institute is an educational 
and career development 
program created by CAG, 
offering accredited certifi-
cations and degrees in the 
fields of automotive tech-
nology and sales for par-
ticipants ranging from high 
school students to tenured 
professionals in the auto-
motive field. The incoming 
high school juniors and se-
niors will learn automotive 
skills in a hands-on train-
ing environment, which 
will start in August.

CAG held a signing day 
on Wednesday afternoon at 
Academy Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram, 6002 W. Field 
Drive, Tipton. Incoming 
Chariot Automotive Insti-
tute students attend high 
schools in Hamilton and 
Tipton counties, includ-
ing Westfield, Nobles-
ville, Sheridan, Hamilton 
Heights, and Tipton. They 
enjoyed a meet and greet 
with program leaders at the 
event. Other attendees in-
cluded Ivy Tech leadership, 
Indiana Department of 
Workforce Development 
officials, and state and lo-

cal legislators.
The Chariot Automo-

tive Institute is a new col-
laboration between CAG 
and Ivy Tech Community 
College in Kokomo. The 
program offers hands-on 
training opportunities to 
high school juniors and 
seniors, who will earn col-
lege credit toward an asso-
ciate degree in automotive 
technology.

The Chariot Automo-
tive Institute is the first step 
in a talent pipeline program 
through CAG – the Auto-
motive Technician Edu-
cation Pathway, or ATEP 
– which includes an ap-
prenticeship program and 
opportunities for part-time 
and summer employment. 
Through ATEP, students 
are provided paid tuition 
for the associate degree 
and will be offered a full-
time auto tech position at 
one of CAG’s four dealer-
ships after they complete 
the program.

Post-high school can-
didates who are involved 
in ATEP participate in the 
accredited Department 
of Labor Apprenticeship 
program. Current Chariot 
employees also have the 
opportunity for contin-
ued career development 
through the ATEP program.

About Chariot
Automotive Group
Chariot Automotive 

Group is a family-owned 
automotive dealership 
network headquartered in 
Kokomo. With four deal-
erships located in Tipton, 
Kokomo, and Lafayette, 
CAG serves the transporta-
tion needs of its communi-
ties with passion, commit-
ment, and integrity. CAG is 

a licensed dealer of Buick, 
GMC, Cadillac, Chrysler, 
Jeep, Dodge, Ram, and 
Fiat brands, specializing in 
exemplary customer ser-
vice. A core value of CAG, 
the group commits dedi-
cated time and resources 
to community service, and 
believes people come first. 
CAG will always be driv-
en to serve. Learn more at 
driveChariot.com.

Photo provided
Bradyn Livingston from Noblesville High School 
(left) and Rex Gingerich, Founder and CEO of 
Chariot Automotive Group.

Chariot Automotive Institute 
celebrates signing day for
new educational program June

hamCo Bicentennial - American Pie reprise
6 to 7:30 p.m., Thursday, June 1
Location: Grand Junction Plaza

hamCo Bicentennial - Pancakes on Park
8 to 10 a.m., Friday, June 2

Location: Park Street

hamCo Bicentennial - Kick-off Concert
7 to 9 p.m., Friday, June 2

Location: Grand Junction Plaza

yP Coffee and Networking
8 to 9 a.m., Tuesday, June 6

Location: The Bridgewater Club

Mental health First Aid Training
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday, June 13

Location: Hamilton County Community Foundation 

yP Golf outing
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday, June 13
Location: Wood Wind Golf Club

Chamber Luncheon - State of the City
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Thursday, June 15

Location: IMMI

yP happy hour
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 20

Location: Greek’s Pizzeria

Party on the Patio
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 20

Location: Greek’s Pizzeria

Coffee with the Chamber
8 to 9 a.m., Thursday, June 22

Location: TBD

State of the County Luncheon
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Wednesday, June 28

Location: County Fairgrounds

Westfield Chamber 
Calendar of Events

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://qrcodes.pro/Wfe3UE
https://www.drivechariot.com/
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/0f0qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/g80qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/w01qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/ct2qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/sl3qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/8d4qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/o64qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/4y5qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/kr6qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/0j7qjh
https://t.e2ma.net/click/shsj7e/slrd59v/gc8qjh
http://paulpoteet.com
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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com

Jurassic 
Express  

Board the Jurassic Express for a  
family-friendly 90-minute, action-packed 

train ride with dino adventures. Learn dino 
facts, see artifacts and excavate dino eggs 

on this prehistoric journey

June 10 and 11 at 1 and 3 p.m.

NickelPlateExpress.com

Donuts and Dads 
Express  

Celebrate Father’s Day on the Nickel Plate 
Express with a 65-minute train ride.  

Start the day with coffee or orange juice 
and a tasty donut

June 17 at 10 and 11:30 a.m.

NickelPlateExpress.com

Ales and Rails
Sip & Savor on the train! Enjoy an hour 

and a half cruise through the countryside on 
our historic 1956 train equipment.  

This 21 and over ride includes three beer 
samples and snacks

June 17 at 1:30 p.m.

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday June 2
Bobby Stardust 

 Reservations Recommended 

Business Cards

Graphic provided
Beginning on or after Tuesday, May 30, crews with Citizens Energy Group will implement minor 
vehicular traffic restrictions at the intersection of State Road 32 and Dartown Road in Westfield 
to complete improvement work on sewer infrastructure. No full road closure will be required, and 
construction is not expected to last more than two days. However, motorists should be cautious 
around construction crews and should heed all advisory signage.

Lane restrictions at SR 32 & 
Dartown Road in Westfield

The REPORTER
State Road 37 & 

141st Street
To learn more about the 

State Road 37 Improve-
ment Project and sign up to 
receive text updates, visit 
37Thrives.com.

I-465 & I-69
The ramp from Interstate 

69 North to 82nd Street and 
the ramp from 82nd Street 
to I-69 North is currently 
closed through late 2023. 
For detour routes and addi-
tional project information, 
visit ClearPath465.com.

nickel Plate Trail
The City of Fishers is 

working on the completion 
of the Fishers portion of the 
Nickel Plate Trail. The re-
maining paving work from 
96th Street to 106th Street 
is underway, and construc-
tion crews are currently 
working to clear and prep 
the area for paving. In the 
coming weeks, construc-
tion crews will begin the 
paving process.

Beginning on or after 
Monday, June 5, Hague 
Road will be closed at the 

NPT crossing for construc-
tion of the speed table and 
is anticipated to reopen by 
Monday, June 12. The de-
tour shall use Crosspoint 
Blvd. to 106th Street. 
Click here to see the de-
tour route.

To learn more about the 
Nickel Plate Trail, view the 
Capital Project Dashboard 
here.

116th Street
Beginning on Wednes-

day, May 31, daily lane 
restrictions will be in place 
on 116th Street between 
Commercial drive and 
Inspiration drive as well 
as exit Five and Ikea 
Way for storm sewer BMP 
work through Monday, 
June 5.

Cumberland Road
There are daily lane 

closures currently on Cum-
berland Road just south of 
126th Street for sanitary and 
water line work. The north-
bound right turn lane and 
the southbound passing blis-
ter will be closed.

126th Street
Beginning on or after 

Tuesday, May 30, 126th 
Street between Royalty 
Drive and Bellingham Bou-
levard will be closed for 
median and crosswalk con-
struction and is anticipated 
to reopen by Friday, June 
30. The detour shall use 
Olio Road to Southeastern 
Parkway. Click here to see 
the detour route.

146th Street & 
Allisonville Road
Phase 1 of construction 

for the grade separation inter-
section improvement is tak-
ing place at 146th Street and 
Allisonville Road. One thru 
lane and one left-turn lane in 
all directions will be closed 
through the intersection.

Beginning on or after 
Tuesday, May 30, Lynn Av-
enue (south of 146th Street, 
east of Allisonville Road) will 
be closed to all thru traffic for 
utility relocation work. These 
daytime closures will last 
through Friday, June 2, from 
the hours of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
In addition to these closures, 
the worksite speed limit will 
be 35 mph. Please exercise 
caution while driving through 
this construction zone.

For additional project in-
formation, click here.

106th Street
Utility relocation is cur-

rently taking place at 106th 
Street and Hoosier Road as 
part of the roundabout proj-
ect. For additional project 
information, view the Cap-
ital Project Dashboard here.

106th Street & 
Kinkaid Drive

Beginning on or after 
Monday, June 5, Phase 1 
will begin for construction 
of a new concrete median on 
106th Street and to modify 
Kincaid Drive to a right-in/
right-out entrance. During 
this phase, access to Kincaid 
Dr. from 106th Street will be 

restricted. The detour shall 
use Lantern Road to Sun-
light Drive. Phase 1 is an-
ticipated to be completed by 
Friday, July 7. Click here to 
see the detour route. 

Phase 2 is anticipated 
to begin on Monday, July 
10. During this Phase, lane 
restrictions will be in place 
on 106th Street and both the 
roundabout at 106th Street 
and I-69 and 106th Street 
and Lantern Road will be 
converted into a single 
lane for the duration of this 
Phase. This Phase is antic-
ipated to be completed by 
Friday, July 28.

Fall Creek Road
Citizens Energy Group is 

mobilizing the lift station on 
Fall Creek Road near Geist 
Woods Way, resulting in the 
closure of Fall Creek Trail in 
the area until the project is 
complete in August.

Geist Greenway
Stone is currently being 

placed between 126th Street 
and Valley Crossing Drive 
as part of the Geist Green-
way Project. When material 
is brought in, there will be 
an increase in construction 
traffic. Traffic will be briefly 
stopped as trucks are enter-
ing and exiting the road. For 
general project information, 
please visit playfishers.
com/299/Geist-Greenway.

Tree Trimming
During the week of May 

29, Duke Energy will be tree 
trimming at the following 

locations. Lane restrictions 
will be in place between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m.

• Allisonville Road, near 
Eller Road

• Brooks School Road 
between 116th Street and 
Fall Creek Road

• Eller Road between 
106th and 116th streets
Resurfacing Projects

Curb and ramp recon-
struction is complete in 
Wildwood Estates and Roll-
ing Knoll as part of the 2023 
Resurfacing Project. Prior 
to road resurfacing, expect-
ed to begin on or after June 
5, residents will be notified 
via street signage for street 
parking restrictions.

ADA ramp and curb 
reconstruction is currently 
taking place on Sunblest 
Boulevard between Alli-
sonville Road and Orchard 
Boulevard as part of the 
2023 Resurfacing Project. 
Homeowners will be noti-
fied via door hangers prior 
to any curb restoration near 
their home. After ADA ramp 
and curb reconstruction is 
completed, those areas will 
be restored with topsoil and 
seed. It is the responsibility 
of the homeowner to water 
the seed for the seed to ger-
minate. Prior to road resur-
facing, residents will be no-
tified via street signage for 
street parking restrictions.

For additional project in-
formation, view the Capital 
Project Dashboard here.

Fishers road construction updates

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/595/Recruitment
http://37thrives.com/
http://clearpath465.com/
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/34193/NPT-Crossing-at-Hague-Road
https://map.fishers.in.us/capitalprojects/
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/34195/map-2
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/34195/map-2
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/34195/map-2
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/34194/Map-1
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/34194/Map-1
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/34192/126th-Street-between-Royalty-and-Bellingham
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/451/Transportation-Improvement-Project-Map
https://map.fishers.in.us/capitalprojects/
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/34196/106th-and-Kincaid
https://playfishers.com/299/Geist-Greenway
https://playfishers.com/299/Geist-Greenway
https://map.fishers.in.us/capitalprojects/
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(317) 587-2001 
www.bussellfamilyfunerals.comDonna 

Bussell

Today’s BiBle Reading
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let 

the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who 
is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take 
the free gift of the water of life.

I warn everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything 
to them, God will add to that person the plagues 
described in this scroll. And if anyone takes 
words away from this scroll of prophecy, God 
will take away from that person any share in 
the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are 
described in this scroll.

He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am 
coming soon.”

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s 

people. Amen.
Revelation 22:17-21 (NIV)
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Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

Charming 4 BR, 2.5 BA home is in popular Potters 
Woods. Hardwood throughout main level, family room 
with fireplace, kitchen with center island, new granite, 
finished basement, fenced parklike backyard, 3-car 

garage and so much more. BLC#21905032

19344 Morrison Way
Noblesville • $434,900

SOLD!

7076 Willowleaf Court
Noblesville • $345,900

Lovely home in Willow Lake neighborhood, home 
is pristine and overlooks pond, w/2BR and 2 full 
BA, den, sunroom, 2-sided gas fireplace, kitchen 
w/pantry, solid surfaces and all appliances stay. 

BLC#21915325

PENDING

Stunning custom home. 4BR, 2.5BA, luxury vinyl plank 
on main, 9ft ceilings, recessed lights & gas fireplace, 

kitchen with quartz, subway tile backsplash, SS 
appliances, large pantry. Upstairs laundry, primary BR 
w/tray ceiling, ensuite BA and walk-in closet, 3 large 

bedrooms with walk-in closets! BLC#21917748

8496 Comet Lane
Pendleton • $324,900

Well maintained 2 BR, 2 BA home in Willow Lake, 
home overlooks pond, has huge great room, double 

sided gas fireplace, sunroom, den, upper loft, 3 season 
room, kitchen w/island, eating area and kitchen 

appliances stay. A perfect “10”. BLC#21918617

17155 McKenna Way 
Noblesville • $354,900

NEW PRICE! PENDING

Portion of 161st Street to
close for bridge repair work

Beginning on or after Monday, June 12, East 161st 
Street between Hazel Dell Road and Gray Road will be 
closed to all thru traffic for bridge repair work. The es-
timated project completion date is Monday, June 26, af-
ter a 14-day closure. The hard closure is approximately 
1,800 feet west of Hazel Dell Road.

Local motorists will continue to have access to their 
homes, while thru traffic is asked to use the posted detour 
route of Gray Road, 156th Street, and Hazel Dell Road.

The REPORTER
Summer construction 

is underway. As the City 
of Carmel continues to 
improve portions of its 
network of streets, your 
patience is appreciated. 
Below are some updates. 
For additional information 
on these projects, reach 
out to the City of Carmel 
Engineering office or visit 
CarmelLink.com.

City Center Drive & 
Veterans Way

This roundabout is ap-
proaching the second half 
of Phase 1, which will close 
the south half of the in-
tersection on or after May 
30 with completion of the 
roundabout on July 3.

Westbound traffic will 
be maintained, and east-
bound traffic will cease for 
the remainder of the project. 
The entrance to the Carmel 
City Center shops and Hotel 
Carmichael on City Center 
Drive will close temporari-
ly, allowing access from the 
south entrance of the Veter-
ans Way garage or the east 
entrance of the City Center 
garage on Range Line Road.

Main Street from
Lexington Boulevard 
to Richland Avenue
This section of Main 

Street will close on or after 
May 30 for the construction 
of the roundabout at Lexing-
ton Boulevard and work on 
Main Street between Lex-
ington and Richland Avenue.

Westbound and local 
traffic will reopen before 
the July 4 holiday for the re-
mainder of the project. Sub-
stantial completion is ex-
pected in August before the 

start of school. Restoration 
and planting may continue.

3rd Avenue SW
Construction on 3rd Av-

enue SW is expected to be-
gin on or after July 5. Work 
will begin under a full clo-
sure between Autumn Drive 
and Industrial Drive and 
local traffic will be main-
tained throughout this phase 
of work. The greater part of 
this construction will take 
place during 2024 with an 
expected completion in win-
ter 2024.

Smoky Row
This project is expected 

to be substantially complete 
by mid-June.

Gray Road path from 
106th to 116th

The construction of this 
multi-use path is ongoing 
and expected to be complet-
ed this fall. 
north College Avenue

Utility work may occur 
during the summer with 
construction to begin in the 

fall. This 18-month long 
project has an expected 
completion of spring 2025.

Street paving
The Carmel Street De-

partment's annual pav-
ing projects will continue 
through the summer. The 
process to repave is exten-
sive and can take anywhere 
from one week to several 
months to complete desig-
nated sections. 

Initial concrete work be-
gan throughout the city in 
early April. The list below 
shows the anticipated order 
of paving projects remain-
ing.

• East Main Street (com-
plete)

• Guilford Park (com-
plete)

• West Main Street (con-

crete complete)
• East Smoky Row
• Illinois Street (concrete 

complete)
• Buckhorn
• East 116th Street
• Rosemeade Commons
• Eden Park
• Williams Mill
• Lexington Farms
The street department’s 

hope is to have all main 
roads completed before 
school reconvenes in early 
August. Any questions or 
immediate concerns about 
the paving schedule or is-
sues with traffic may be di-
rected to the Carmel Street 
Department at (317) 733-
2001.

Click here for more in-
formation about the city's 
paving projects.

Photo provided by City of Carmel
This is an aerial view looking east of the new roundabout on Smoky Row.

Summer road construction 
projects underway in Carmel

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!

http://bussellfamilyfunerals.com
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FREE! All ages welcome!

Saturday, May 27
1 PM | Bishop’s Park

7661 E. 256th St., Arcadia, IN 46030

Come cheer on our hometown White River Baseball Club
members as they take on the Normal, Illinois Prairie Chickens 
at Bishop’s Park - the oldest park in Hamilton County, during 
this ultimate “throwback game!” The event is FREE and part 
of Hamilton County’s Bicentennial Celebration.

Bring a blanket and picnic to truly experience the nostalgia 
of America’s favorite pastime. Family-friendly activities from 
the past and present will be staged throughout the event. 
Guests can learn about Bishop’s Park’s
fascinating history through displays
and details provided by parks historians.
And as a special treat, players will stage
a meet and greet and personally
autograph their baseball cards.

For more details call
317.774.2574 or 317.770.4400
or visit MyHamiltonCountyParks.com.

A complete list of bicentennial events can be 
found at HamCoTurns200.com.

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com


By DR. TERRY COOMER
Guest Columnist

Kim and I recently attended 
our 50th Class Reunion for the 
Noblesville High School grad-
uating class of 1973, on April 
28, 2023, at the Purgatory Golf 
Clubhouse. Wow! Fifty years 
just flew by! This brought back 
many memories to me, espe-
cially the 1973 baseball season. 
Keep in mind I said 50 years 
ago! So, please forgive me in 
advance if I do not remember 
your accomplishment or con-
tribution.

In 1970, Noblesville won its 
first baseball sectional champi-
onship under the iconic coach, 
Don Dunker. That started a run 
of three straight sectional cham-
pionships. The 1972 team was 
a powerhouse team with great 
players that eventually won the 
Indiana Advanced Babe Ruth 
State Championship in the sum-
mer. This team arguably could 
be one of the best teams if not 
the best team that ever-played 
baseball in Hamilton County.

Don Jellison, the great Hall 
of Fame Hamilton County 
sportswriter, thought so as he 
wrote a column called, “Dunk’s 
1972 Summer Team was the 
Best Ever in Noblesville.” The 
column was written July 9, 
2008. The three pitchers could 
knock the bat out of your hands! 
Gary Parks and Ray Lyttle were 
seniors and great pitchers. As a 
junior, I was also a part of the 
great pitching staff. I threw four 
no-hitters in high school and 
the summer. Also, several one-
hit games. One of those was a 
perfect game striking out 19 out 
of 21 hitters and I did not walk 
anyone in the sectional cham-
pionship game of 1971. I also 
threw a no-hitter in the 1972 
sectional. My record in 1972 
spring high school and summer 
was 19 wins and one loss. 

So, the table was set for the 
1973 season. Obviously, we did 
not have all the pitching talent in 
1973. However, we thought we 
could win a record fourth sec-
tional championship. It should 
be noted that no one had done 
that in Hamilton County base-
ball and has not done so since! 
We had four seniors on the team 
with great athletic talent.

At the reunion, I got to spend 
some time with my three other 
senior friends on the 1973 team. 
Rick Taylor and Mike Swaynie 
were a valuable part of the team 
and senior leaders. Both of these 
guys were fantastic defensive 
players in the outfield. If some-
thing went up in the air, they ran 
it down! They also got on base a 
lot because of their speed. They 
put the bat on the ball.

The other senior was “Mr. 
Everything” at first base, Mark 
Hood. Mark was a very good 
defensive first baseman, and a 
power hitter. With the under-
classmen we had, such as short-
stop Carl Lowery, catcher Allan 
Dunlap, third baseman David 
Fleming, second baseman, 
Steve Coverdale, and pitch-
er Mike Beadle, we certainly 
thought we had a good chance 
at being successful and winning 
a record fourth sectional cham-
pionship. These guys were great 
athletes and successful in their 
own right!

We started off well in the 
first game of the year. It was 
in early April in Indiana. We 
played Ritter High School out 
of Indianapolis at Forest Park. 
The San Francisco Giants head 

scout, Gene Thompson, was at 
the game, as well as the Ball 
State University head baseball 
coach. Ball State University of-
fered me a full ride scholarship 
after the game to play baseball 
for them! We won the game 4-0 
as I struck out 16 out of the 21 
batters I faced. I gave up one 
hit, a bloop single down the left 
field foul line that landed just in-
side the foul line over the head 
of our third baseman. I also hit 
a two-run homer over the center 
field wall 350 feet away. So, we 
thought we were on our way to 
a great season!

However, everything 
changed quickly.

It snowed on Monday with a 
lot of snow! We could not prac-
tice, so Coach Dunker told me to 
go into the gym and play some 
basketball to try to take some 
of my soreness off. A guy fell 
down in front of me and I fell 
over him and broke my pitch-
ing hand! So, after four weeks 
in a cast, they took it off. Coach 
Dunker told me every week that 
the cast was on my hand, that I 
was losing thousands of dollars. 
Going into the season, several 
scouts had told Coach Dunk-
er I was in the top three in the 
country in their team’s draft pro-
jections. Kansas City, who had 
been following me since I was 
15, told me I was their number 
one draft pick in 1973. How-
ever, the broken hand changed 
everything for our season and 
for me.

Then, things got worse. 
Mike Beadle, our number two 
pitcher, injured his arm and was 
unable to pitch for most of the 
season. We also had other in-
juries. It was also a very rainy 
spring. Many of the games were 
rained out and when we did 
play, we just did not play well. It 
was lining up to be a miserable 
season.

Finally, I got the cast off 
toward the end of the year and 
had about three weeks to get it 
going. Once the cast was off, I 
could barely hold a ball let alone 
throw it. It was baby steps! First 
game back, I had about 75 per-
cent velocity and no control. I 
got nailed and hit all over the 
park. Not looking good! In my 
second game a week later, I 
pitched and got back to about 
90 percent. Still, control was 
an issue, but we won that game 
6-1 against Lapel. It was like we 
came alive in that game. The se-
niors came alive! Mike Swaynie 
hit a home run and had two hits 
in the game. Rick Taylor had 
a hit in the game. Mark Hood 

had three hits in the game! I had 
two hits in the game including 
a three-run homer! The seniors 
had eight of our 10 hits!

Now the sectional was here. 
How would I do and how would 
we do? We got the bye and then 
won our first game. Dunk chose 
for me not to pitch because he 
knew Carmel would meet us in 
the championship game. Carmel 
was having a great season under 
coach Tubby McDonald. They 
could easily beat us if I was not 
100 percent. No one knew the 
answer to that, not even me.

Don Jellison wrote a column 
the day before in the local news-
paper stating the team needed 
the community’s support! He 
stated I also needed their sup-
port as I would be the first player 
in Noblesville history who came 
all the way through the Nobles-
ville program, Little League, 
Pony League, Babe Ruth, and 
Legion baseball to be drafted 
the day after the sectional. The 
four seniors, Rick Taylor, Mike 
Swaynie, and Mark Hood for 
Noblesville really showed up 
in the championship game with 
key hits, base running, and de-
fense! What a night at Forest 
Park! Every major league base-
ball team had a scout present. 
Also, many college scouts were 
present. More than 50 scouts 
from all over the country at For-
est Park!

The community came out! 
Remember, Noblesville had 
only about 7,000 people at the 
time. Between 2,500 and 3,000 
people showed up! People were 
lined up three rows deep down 
the foul lines. The scouts had all 
their radar guns pointing at me. 

Talk about pressure! Kim, my 
girlfriend, and now wife for the 
last 50 years, was sitting behind 
the scouts just in case they need-
ed any vital information! 

I knew I had to go all-out to 
let them know I was over the 
injury! I hoped I was! Every-
body was yelling their support! 
My first pitch was wild high, 
and I knocked the Carmel batter 
down. He was scared to death, 
especially after Kim saw the 
radar gun and jumped up and 
yelled “97 miles an hour!” The 
crowd reacted wildly, and the 
Carmel bench was shocked! I 
knocked him down twice more 
while walking him.

Mark Hood, my good friend 
and our senior first baseman, 
moseyed over to the mound as 
only he could, and looked at 
me and said, “How’s it going?” 
I told him, “If they were going 
to beat me, they would have to 
beat me with me throwing as 
hard as I can!”

Mark said, “They are not go-
ing to hit you. Take a little off 
and throw strikes. If they do hit 
the ball, that is the reason we are 
back here!” Made sense to me 
and I calmed down. Mark al-
ways had something wise to say 
most of the time! 

Carmel suffered for that! I 
went on to strike out 14 Carm-
el hitters in a row. We won the 
game and the record fourth sec-
tional in a row. This is a record 
that has stood for 50 years! The 
1973 class of Noblesville High 
School had a player on each one 
of the four sectional champion-
ships. No other school has done 
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$239,900 

Fishsers
$429,900
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As is the case with 
every Indianapolis 
500, storylines and 
drama dominated the 
month of May.

None bigger than 
the struggles of Rahal 
Letterman Lanigan 
racing (RLL) and vet-
eran Graham Rahal’s 
failure to qualify for 
the Indianapolis 500. 
Given the speed RLL had at the Indy Road 
Course with Christian Lundgaard winning 
pole and finishing fourth, RLL’s pace on the 
oval came as a bit of a surprise, demonstrat-
ing the cruel maiden Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway is notorious for. Who can forget 
the 2021 Indianapolis 500 where 2014 se-
ries champion and 2018 Indianapolis 500 
winner Will Power narrowly missed being 
bumped from the field?

Yet, like Indiana weather, if you just 
wait things can change in an instant, as 
was the case with Graham Rahal. During 
Monday afternoon’s practice, Rahal’s 
teammate Katherine Legge failed to re-
act fast enough when the cars in front of 
her slowed through turn 1. Legge ran into 
the rear of Stefan Wilson, which sent both 
Legge and Wilson spinning into the outside 
wall of turn 1 and the short shoot of turns 1 
and 2. Legge walked away from the crash 
uninjured. Stefan Wilson, however, was 
transported by the ambulance to Methodist 
Hospital for more evaluation.

As fate would have it, Wilson suffered 
a fractured thoracic vertebrae and cannot 
race in Sunday’s Indianapolis 500. Thus, 
his team owner, Dreyer & Reinbold/Cu-
sick Motorsports (DRR), was left without a 
driver. The rest, as they say, is history.

Given Graham’s extensive experience 
in IndyCar and the Indianapolis 500, he 
was announced as Wilson’s replacement 
the next day. Both, DRR and RLL, their ri-
val manufactures, and sponsors should be 
applauded for working together to make 
this situation work. It is an amazing story 
and would be even more amazing to see 
Graham finish at the front of the field. 

The second storyline is Tony Kannan, 
as the 2023 Indianapolis 500 will be his 
last. The 2004 series champion and 2013 
Indianapolis 500 champion is an irreplace-
able asset to IndyCar, making his 22nd 
Indianapolis 500 start. Though not racing 
full time in IndyCar for the last four years, 
Kannan is always fast in qualifying and 
has had two top-10 finishes in the last two 
years with Chip Ganassi Racing. This year, 
with Arrow McLaren, Kannan again looks 
quick and will be starting on row three with 
two other 500 winners. Given Arrow Mc-
Laren’s performance in the recent years 
and Kannan’s experience, he will likely be 
a threat at the end of the race. 

Lastly, Hamilton County’s own Conor 
Daly has looked strong in practice and is 
a legitimate contender to capture the Berg 
Warner trophy. He, along with teammate 
and car owner Ed Carpenter, will carry Hoo-
siers’ hopes into Sunday’s 500-mile race. 

Though I am rooting for Daly, I believe 
that Alex Palou will complete the May 
sweep and win his first Indianapolis 500. 
Palou dominated the Indy Road Course and 
recorded the second-fastest qualifying run 
ever to capture pole position in the Fires-
tone Fast Six Qualifying last Sunday. Palou 
nearly won the Indianapolis 500 in 2021, 
running second to Helio Castroneves. This 
May, he has taken his game to a different 
level. In the first five races this season, he 
has recorded four top-five finishes and has 
not finished outside the top 10. This is Al-
ex’s year to taste the milk. 

The month of May has been terrific, 
and the weather for Sunday looks great. In 
this greatest weekend of motorsports, let us 
not forget to honor those brave Americans 
who have given their lives so that we can 
be free. Although we celebrate racing, the 
true heroes are those who have served and 
give died protecting our liberties.

See you at the track!
Zech Yoder is a local resident, an attor-

ney at Adler Attorneys in Noblesville, and a 
lifelong race fan.

ZECH YODER
Checkers to Wreckers

COLUMNIST

New Indy 500 stories 
will be told Sunday

Who will win the trophy?
Millers’ 1973 baseball season

Photo provided
Noblesville High School’s Class of 1973 celebrated its 50-year Class Reunion April 28 
at the Purgatory Golf Clubhouse. Pictured from left are Jeff Zeckel, Rick Taylor, Terry 
Coomer, Mike Swaynie, and Joe Sherrill.

Photo provided
Country music star Steve Wariner (left) stops for a 
picture with Terry Coomer at the Noblesville High School 
50-year Class Reunion. 

See Millers . . . Page 14

https://noblesvillesports.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://twitter.com/richie_hall
http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
http://kentgraham.photoshelter.com
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that as well. No other class 
has done that! Congratu-
lations to the four seniors 
on the 1973 championship 
team: Rick Taylor, Mike 
Swaynie, Mark Hood, and 
Terry Coomer.

I have been honored to 
serve as a Pastor and Di-
rector of Hope Biblical 
Counseling Center for the 
last 44 years. I was asked to 
pray for the whole Alumni 
Banquet for all graduates 
of Noblesville High School 
on Saturday evening where 
the class of 1973 was the 
honored class, and again 
showed itself well as we 
gave $10,730 to the Alum-
ni Association Scholarship 
Fund!

The 1973 Reunion Class 
Committee was under the 
leadership of Jeff Zeckel, 
who worked hard and did 
an outstanding job of coor-
dinating our class effort. He 

went above and beyond in 
the call of duty! He was ably 
helped by Amy Griffin Stin-
son, Shelia Tucker Lowther, 
Mike Higginbotham, Mar-
cia Griffin Hunt, Vickie 
Smith Brock, Karen Shafer 
Montgomery, Keith King, 
Janet Hull Hazelwood, Rose 
Hoggard Ball, Melanie 
Lawhorn Bartrom, and Kim 
Henderson who all did an 
outstanding job as well!

Thanks to Steve Wariner 
and Brad Cook who contrib-
uted to our Class Memory 
Book. Steve designed and 
did the cover. Brad Cook 
gave his permission to in-
clude some of his wonder-
ful artwork in the Memory 
Book. 

At the Alumni Banquet 
for all classes on Saturday 
evening when I prayed, I 
had a moment of silence 
for 45 of our class members 
who could not be present 

because they had passed 
away. I wanted to thank 
God for Noblesville High 
School, and all the adminis-
trators, teachers and coaches 
who taught us, encouraged 
us, and helped us with our 
many accomplishments. 
Also, for all our classmates. 
Later, I appreciated, and I 
am sure our classmates did 
as well, when the reunion 
committee of the class of 
1973 put together a slide 
presentation of all 45 of our 
deceased classmates. It was 
a sober moment.

The 1973 class has had 
some great accomplish-
ments and has given back to 
the city of Noblesville and 
to Noblesville High School. 
To just name a few, we had 
in our class Steve Wariner, 
the country music star with 
several No. 1 records. Steve 
is well-known in the music 
industry. Steve and I grew 

up together as we both lived 
around Old Southside Park 
in Noblesville.

Rick Taylor, a two-time 
city councilman and Jeff 
Zeckel, also a city council-
man. Rick and Jeff served 
together on the city council 
at the same time giving back 
to their community. Two 
members of a graduating 
class have not done that be-
fore. Quite an accomplish-
ment. Rick also served the 
city of Noblesville for many 
years as a fireman and a 
leader in the fire department.

Jim Crask served for 
many years as a Nobles-
ville policeman and after 
retirement a Noblesville 
Schools resource officer. 
He also was elected as a 
Noblesville City Council-
man and to the Noblesville 
school board. Marcia Grif-
fin Hunt has had a success-
ful career and was honored 

numerous times in her 
profession with Mary Kay. 
Mark Hood who has owned 
his own Insurance Agency 
for several years. David 
Church who is a published 
author. Becky Knotts Hill-
Skates has been highly suc-
cessful in the nursing field 
being a Director of Nursing 
and currently a Nurse Man-
ager in Behavioral Health 
at Community Health Net-
work. We have had class 
members who have been 
successful in business, 
health, real estate, law, 
teaching and in many other 
fields.

In 1973, I was drafted by 
the San Francisco Giants as 
the first player in Noblesville 
history to be drafted and 
sign a professional baseball 
contract. I was also the first 
player drafted in Indiana 
in 1973. In 2020, I was in-
ducted into the Noblesville 

High School Sports Hall of 
Fame for baseball. I also 
want to thank Kathy Kreag 
Williams, our Indiana State 
Representative for many 
years from the class of 1974, 
who has been successful in 
her own right for being my 
presenter into the Hall of 
Fame. She walked out with 
me and presented me with 
the Hall of Fame award. I 
know there are many more 
accomplishments by the 
class members of 1973 for 
which we are proud of and 
thankful for!

Congratulations to the 
Noblesville High School 
class of 1973! Fifty years! 
Congratulations to Nobles-
ville High School for all 
you have done for us, we are 
glad to be graduates of No-
blesville High School!

You can reach Dr. Terry 
Coomer at drterrycoom-
er19@gmail.com.

Millers
from Page 13

The REPORTER
Considering how in-

credible the times were all 
across Indiana’s eight boys 
track and field regionals on 
Thursday, callbacks to the 
state meet were going to be 
hard to get.

But three Hamilton 
County runners were able 
to earn a spot at next week’s 
state finals, which take place 
June 2 at Indiana Universi-
ty. Callbacks are awarded in 
events when there are run-
ners needed to fill a field of 
27 in each event.

Noblesville’s Caden 
Click received a callback 
in the 1600 run, where he 
placed fourth at the Lafay-
ette Jefferson regional in 

a 4:19.90. Carmel’s Drew 
Willman got the call in the 
300 hurdles after a fourth-
place time of 39.95 seconds. 
Hamilton Heights’ Steven 
Case also got a callback 
in the 800 run. His time of 
1:55.42 placed him fifth in 
the regional – in fact, all 
three 800 callbacks came 
from Lafayette Jeff.

Seven of the 16 events 
had no callbacks, as all three 
of the open spots in each 
event were filled with state 
standard times. Some events 
had more than three – the 
100 dash had 10 state-stan-
dard qualifiers in addition to 
the 24 that qualified by plac-
ing in the top three at their 
respective regional.

Reporter photos by Kent Graham
(TOP) Carmel’s Thomas Biltimeier was part of the 
Greyhounds’ third-place and state-qualifying 4x800 
relay team. (ABOvE) Carmel’s Drew Franklin won the 
discus event with a top throw of 170 feet, 8 inches.

Reporter photos by Kent Graham
(ABOvE LEFT) Noblesville’s Alec Moor (660) and Carmel’s Thomas Biltimeier (449) were both part 
of 4x800 relay teams that qualified for the state meet after running ahead of the state standard time 
in the event at Thursday’s Lafayette Jefferson regional. (ABOvE RIGHT) Hamilton Southeastern’s 
Michael Griffith won the long jump Thursday at the Lafayette Jefferson boys track and field regional. 
(BELOW) Four Hamilton County runners qualified for state in the 3200 run. From left: Noblesville’s 
Asher Propst, Carmel’s Kole Mathison and Tony Provenzano and Fishers’ Sam Quagliaroli.

Reporter photos by Kent Graham
(ABOvE LEFT) Hamilton Heights’ Steven Case (left) placed fifth in the 800 run, but his time of 1:55.42 
earned him a callback to the state meet. (ABOvE RIGHT) Carmel’s Kole Mathison (left), Guerin 
Catholic’s Jack Weber (center) and Noblesville’s Caden Click (right) all qualified for state in the 1600 run.  
Mathison won the race, followed by Weber in third and Click in fourth; he earned a callback to state.

Boys Track & Field

Three county runners make way for state

http://wandalyons.com
mailto:drterrycoomer19%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:drterrycoomer19%40gmail.com?subject=
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Summer 2023
Offered by Noblesville Swim Club 
at Forest Park Aquatic Center and

Noblesville High School
June 5th - 8th

Mon-Thu mornings at Forest Park Aquatic Center 
(weather permitting)

June 19th - June 22nd  
Mon-Thu mornings @ Forest Park Aquatic Center  

at Noblesville HS
June 26th – June 29th 

Mon-Thu mornings at Forest Park Aquatic Center 
and nights at Noblesville HS

July 10th – 13th 
Mon-Thu mornings at Forest Park Aquatic Center

Age 4 by the first day of class            
Class length: 30 minutes  

Cost $52 per swimmer per session
Class times: 9:45am, 10:20am, 11:00am, June and July

5:00pm, 5:35pm June 26th – June 29

Registration:
 www.noblesvillelearntoswim.com

Carmel Racquet Club 
to host Midwest Clay 

Court Championships

Tennis

The REPORTER
Carmel Racquet Club 

will host the Midwest Clay 
Court Championships next 
week.

The championships 
begin on June 1 and run 
through June 4. Carmel 
Racquet Club, 225 E. Car-
mel Drive, will be the main 
site, with additional play 
at Highland Country Club, 
1050 E. 52nd St., Indianap-
olis. 

The Midwest Clay Court 
Championships is a Unit-

ed States Tennis Associa-
tion sponsored tournament 
for senior-ranked men in 
age categories from 35’s to 
80’s. Many of the players 
are nationally ranked and 
come from across the Unit-
ed States to compete. This 
event is the only Level 3 
tennis tournament in the 
Midwest and allows play-
ers to earn points toward 
national rankings. To learn 
more about the event, go to 
carmelracquetclub.com/
index.php/tournaments.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton Heights 

boys golf team won its final 
home meet of the season on 
Thursday.

The Huskies scored 174 
to Lapel’s 176 and Sheri-
dan’s 201. Kole Kirtley was 
the meet medalist with a 42, 
followed by Blaise Doss 
with a 43. Other Heights 
scores were Nathan Cox 44, 
Ethan Millsaps 45, Bryce 
Hutcherson 46 and Hunter 
Doak 49.

* * *
Noblesville dropped a 

dual meet to Tipton Thurs-
day, 320-329 at Harbour 
Trees.

Jackson Umthum led the 

Millers with an 80, with Drew 
Decker scoring an 82. Will 
Barnes added an 83 and Coo-
per Claussen carded an 84.

* * *
Noblesville competed at 

the Yorktown Invitational 
Friday at Delaware Country 
Club. The Millers scored a 
311, good for third place out 
of 12 teams.

Alex Peck led No-
blesville with a 72, while 
Claussen added a 78 and 
Decker scored 79. Other 
Millers scores were Barnes 
82, Drew Werkley 84 and 
Brady Mangin 85.

Fishers totaled a 329. 
Ryan Stewart led the Tigers 
with a 75.

Golf
Heights wins final 
meet of the season,

Millers place third at 
Yorktown Invitational

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Jack Hughes has committed to play volleyball at Bethel 
University. (Front row, from left) Jon Hughes (father), Jack Hughes, and 
Lara Hughes (mother). (Back row, from left) Ross Wellman (Noblesville 
Boys volleyball Head Coach), Carly Hughes (sister), Bella Hughes 
(sister), and Bailey Hughes (sister).

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Emma Leming has committed to play golf at Transylvania 
University. (Front row, from left) Mike Leming (father), Emma Leming, 
and Angie Leming (mother). Not pictured: Justin Werkley (Noblesville 
Girls Golf Head Coach).

Millers Emma Leming to 
play golf, Jack Hughes to 
play volleyball in college

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
http://noblesvillelearntoswim.com
https://www.carmelracquetclub.com/index.php/tournaments/
https://www.carmelracquetclub.com/index.php/tournaments/
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Sato leads busy, smooth final
practice on Miller Lite Carb Day
The REPORTER

Takuma Sato was the 
fastest driver in Miller Lite 
Carb Day practice Friday at 
Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way, leading the final ses-
sion before the 107th Indi-
anapolis 500 presented by 
Gainbridge.

Two-time “500” winner 
Sato led with a top lap of 
39.4988 seconds, 227.855 
mph in the No. 11 Deloitte 
Honda fielded by Chip Ga-
nassi Racing. Sato, from 
Tokyo, will start eighth in 

the race Sunday (11 a.m. 
ET, NBC, Peacock, Univer-
so, INDYCAR Radio Net-
work).

“The 11 car is just get-
ting to a nice feeling, which 
is exactly what I really want-
ed,” Sato said. “My boys 
did a fantastic job the entire 
week. The organization did 
fantastic, so I’m happy.”

All 33 starters combined 
to turn 2,355 laps (5,887.5 
miles) in just two hours of 
incident-free track action.

Six-time NTT INDY-

CAR SERIES champion 
Scott Dixon was second at 
227.285 in the No. 9 PNC 
Bank Chip Ganassi Racing 
Honda in breezy conditions 
under sunny skies and air 
temperatures in the low 70s. 
2008 Indy 500 winner Dix-
on will start sixth Sunday, 
when the air temperature is 
expected to reach the high 
70s.

“It didn’t start very well, 
to be honest,” Dixon said of 
the two-hour session. “The 
car was definitely off on bal-

ance. We had to work on it 
a bit. Definitely some strong 
competitors out there. But 
it was fun to run with the 
21 (Rinus VeeKay), Pato 
(O’Ward) a little bit and 
then the 10 (Alex Palou).

“Where we ended was a 
big improvement, so good 
on that side of things. Again, 
I still think we’ve got more 
to find.”

Those discoveries will 
come on engineer’s laptops 
instead of at speed. The next 
time cars will be on track 
will be during the pace laps 
for “The Greatest Spectacle 
in Racing” at 12:45 p.m. 
Sunday on the 2.5-mile oval.

Reigning series cham-
pion Will Power and 2018 
“500” winner Will Power 
was third today at 226.953 
in the No. 12 Verizon Team 
Penske Chevrolet. Power 
starts 12th Sunday. Pole 
sitter Alex Palou ended up 
fourth at 226.945 in the No. 
10 The American Legion 
Honda, giving Chip Ganas-
si Racing three of the top 
four cars before a large, sun-
soaked Miller Lite Carb Day 
crowd.

Kyle Kirkwood rounded 
out the top five at 226.872 
in the No. 27 AutoNation 
Honda fielded by Andretti 
Autosport. Kirkwood will 
start 15th Sunday.
Ganassi, Dixon Win Pit 

Stop Challenge
Scott Dixon and the No. 

9 PNC Bank Chip Ganassi 
Racing Honda crew shared 
a $50,000 prize for winning 
the Indy 500 Pit Stop Chal-
lenge on Friday afternoon.

Dixon and his CGR 
team, led by crew chief 
Tyler Rees, beat Will Pow-
er and the No. 12 Verizon 
Team Penske Chevrolet 
crew in three rounds in the 
best-of-three final. It was the 
fourth Pit Stop Challenge 
win for Ganassi and Dixon, 
who also won together in 
2012, 2014 and 2018.

Reporter photo by Kent Graham
Noblesville’s Conor Daly gets some practice laps in during Carb Day. He will start 16th on Sunday.

Power’s Team Penske 
crew will share $25,000 for 
finishing runner-up in the an-
nual contest, which featured 
a record purse of $150,000 
this year. Teams change all 
four tires and simulate fuel-
ing in the contest.

Dixon edged Power, 
11.561 seconds to 12.047 
seconds, in the first round. 
Power turned the tables in 

Round 2, edging a thrill-
ing 11.829-11.947 victory. 
But Dixon and his crew 
– nicknamed “The Wolf-
pack – prevailed in the final, 
11.012-12.552.

The last time the Pit Stop 
Challenge winner also won 
the Indianapolis 500 in the 
same year was 2009 with 
Helio Castroneves and Team 
Penske.

Reporter photos by Kent Graham
(Above) Scott Dixon is congratulated by Calum 
Ilott after winning in the first round of the Pit 
Stop Challenge, one of the events that took place 
during Friday’s Carb Day at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. Dixon and his team went on to win the 
Pit Stop Challenge over Will Power in the final. 
(Below) Mario Andretti waves to fans while in the 
garage area during Carb Day.

https://donate.indiana.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/160482
https://syapgolf.wedoauctions.com
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed. May 24
Softball | 4A Sectional 8 | HCTV Sports
   6:00 pm | Hamilton Southeastern vs Zionsville 
   8:15 pm | Westfield vs Noblesville 

Thursday May 25
Softball | 4A Sectional 8 | HCTV Sports
      Hamilton Southeastern vs Westfield
   6:00 pm | Sectional Championship  

Saturday May 27
Baseball | 4A Sectional 8 | HCTV Sports
  11:00 am | Carmel vs Noblesville 
  1:30 pm  |  Hamilton Southeastern vs Westfield

Monday May 29
Baseball | 4A Sectional 8 | HCTV SportsBaseball | 4A Sectional 8 | HCTV Sports
  12:00 pm | Championship 

Upcoming Broadcasts

SPORTS SCHEDULE
Saturday, May 27

BASEBALL
Sectional 8 at Noblesville

Carmel vs. Noblesville, 11 a.m.
Hamilton Southeastern vs. Westfield, 1:30 p.m.

Sectional 27 at Bishop Chatard
Hamilton Heights vs. Shortridge, 11 a.m.

Bishop Chatard vs. Guerin Catholic, 1:15 p.m.
BOYS LACROSSE
State quarterfinals

Westfield at Carmel, 11 a.m.
Culver Academies at Hamilton Southeastern, 1 p.m.

GOLF
Carmel, Guerin Catholic at Lafayette Jefferson Classic, 

1 p.m. at Battle Ground
Westfield at Providence Invitational, 1 p.m. at

Champions Pointe
TENNIS SEMI-STATES

At Culver Academies
Carmel vs. Culver Academies, noon

At Homestead
Fishers vs. NorthWood, noon

UNIFIED TRACK
Noblesville at Bedford North Lawrence regional, 1 p.m.

Westfield at Kokomo regional, 1 p.m.

Monday, May 29
BASEBALL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Championship, noon

Sectional 27 at Bishop Chatard
Championship, 11 a.m.
Sectional 43 at Cascade

Wednesday winners, 10 a.m.
University vs. Covenant Christian, noon

Championship, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, May 30
GIRLS LACROSSE

State semifinals at Heritage Christian
Carmel vs. Noblesville, 6 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern vs. Guerin Catholic, 8 p.m.
GOLF

Carmel, Hamilton Southeastern, Westfield at Zionsville 
Invitational, 11 a.m. at Golf Club of Indiana

Fishers Invitational, noon

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

The REPORTER
As the largest crowd 

since 2016 plans to gather 
at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway for the 107th 
Running of the Indianapo-
lis 500 presented by Gain-
bridge on Sunday, May 28, 
fans should plan ahead and 
arrive early.

Fewer than 5,000 grand-
stand seats remain unsold 
for this year’s Indy 500. 
With the massive amount of 
fans flocking to the Racing 
Capital of the World, to en-
sure a smooth entry into the 
facility fans are encouraged 
to arrive earlier than usual, 
even as early as 6 a.m. when 
gates open. This is the best 
way to ensure a smooth and 
quicker entry into the facili-
ty with time to visit activa-
tions and be in seats for the 
green flag.

Race fans are encour-
aged to “Plan Ahead” 
through IMS.com/PlanA-
head, an interactive web 
page that serves as a home 
base for fans headed to the 
track this weekend.

The “Plan Ahead” page 
features detailed informa-
tion about the entire fan ex-
perience at IMS, including 
directions, parking, sched-
ule, gate regulations, digital 
ticket guide, ADA accessi-
bility and much more.

Race fans are encour-
aged to download the IMS 
App and use technology 
from NTT INDYCAR SE-
RIES title sponsor NTT and 
its Smart Solutions plat-
form, which will update the 
IMS App every 30 seconds 
with wait time information 
at each gate to allow race 
fans smoother entry into the 
facility.

IMS is offering a whole 
morning of thrills and enter-
tainment for ticketholders 
looking to beat traffic and 
avoid longer lines by com-
ing to the track early. Gates 
open at 6 a.m. following the 
traditional infield blast.

Many enjoyable oppor-
tunities are available to fans 
right as the gates open or 
shortly after, including:

Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway Museum 

Open at 6 a.m.
Located inside Gate 2 

of the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, the Museum will 
be open from 6 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Admission is $15 for adults, 

$14 for guests over the age 
of 62 and $8 for guests ages 
6-15. Children 5 and under 
and Museum members are 
free.

Race fans can walk to 
the IMS Museum from the 
Speedway’s infield, and a 
free shuttle will run between 
the IMS Museum and tram 
stops located at 6th and Hul-
man and Tunnel 10. Pedes-
trians on the south end of 
the racetrack can access the 
IMS Museum via Gate 2.

enhanced Midway 
experience Open 

at 6 a.m.
This year’s fan Midway 

features several exciting, 
fan-friendly activities, in-
cluding the IMS Rookie 
Zone in partnership with 
The Children’s Museum of 
Indianapolis for kids and 
more. The Midway will 
open at 6 a.m. and be avail-
able for enjoyment until 
the green flag flies to start 
“The Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing.”

Shopping and Food
Exclusive and com-

memorative 107th Running 
attire will go fast, so don’t 
miss out! Grab breakfast at 
one of the many concession 
stands open all throughout 
the facility, and then shop 
for family and friends while 
supplies last. Retail and 
food options are available 
at 6 a.m.

Cashless Operations
All IMS concession 

stands and merchandise 
locations are cashless this 
year. Tap-to-pay phone 
payments will be accept-
ed, as will credit and debit 
transactions. Cash-to-Card 
machines, which convert 
paper money onto a tempo-
rary debit card, will be lo-
cated throughout the facili-
ty. These funds can be spent 
inside the venue, outside 
the venue, online or any-
where in the world where 
Mastercard/Visa debit cards 
are accepted.

Cash is accepted at gates 
and ticket remotes for ticket 
sales.
Cooling/Water Stations

With sunny skies and 
temperatures expected to 
reach 80 on Race Day, IMS 
will have cooling buses lo-
cated in the infield on the 
corner of Fifth Street and 
Hulman Boulevard, Sev-
enth Street and Hulman 

Boulevard, the B Stand near 
Gate 1 and the Northwest 
Vista. Misting stations will 
be located in the Midway, 
Pagoda Plaza, concert area 
inside Turn 3, west of the IU 
Emergency Medical Center 
in the infield, outside Turn 1 
between the East and South-
west Vistas and outside Turn 
4 between the Northwest 
Vista and J Stand. There will 
also be six water bottle fill-
ing stations located through-
out the facility on Race Day 
in each of the four turns, as 
well as behind Tower Ter-
race and in Gasoline Alley.

Borg-Warner Trophy 
March to the Yard of 
Bricks at 8:45 a.m.
The iconic Borg-War-

ner Trophy will begin an 
epic march to the Yard of 
Bricks at 8:45 a.m. from the 
basement doors of the IMS 
Museum. Line up outside 
the Museum for a chance to 
see the Trophy – escorted by 
the Gordon Pipers – begin 
its journey. From the IMS 
Museum, the Borg-Warner 
Trophy will head toward the 
South Pit Gate, Pagoda Pla-
za and IMS Midway before 
reaching the famed Yard of 
Bricks.

epic Pre-Race, Be in 
Your Seat for It!

This year’s pre-race fes-
tivities for the Indianapolis 
500 are a carefully orga-
nized and choreographed 
show that will entertain race 
fans at any moment they 
are in their seats. It will fea-
ture two fantastic flyovers, 
military tributes, a DJ on 
the Pagoda 3 stage, former 
Indy 500 winner and his-
toric race car laps around 
the famed 2.5-mile oval, the 
heartfelt singing of “Back 
Home Again in Indiana” by 
Jim Cornelison, the national 
anthem sung by multi-plati-
num singer-songwriter Jew-
el, Oscar-nominated actor 
and Indiana native Adam 
Driver waving the green 
flag to start “The Greatest 
Spectacle in Racing” and so 
much more.

* * *
Additionally, all Speed-

way patrons should be 
aware of the following facil-
ity information and regula-
tions to ensure a successful 
day at the track:

Public Parking
Parking for the Indianap-

olis 500 is sold out, includ-

ing ADA and motorcycle 
parking. All IMS exterior 
parking lots open at 5 a.m. 
on Race Morning, while in-
terior lots open at 6 a.m.

Bike to the 500 
and Bike Parking
IMS and Bike India-

napolis have collaborated 
to offer race fans a safe and 
healthy way to commute to 
the track on Race Day. The 
commute starts at the AMP 
at 16 Tech and follows a po-
lice escort to the racetrack, 
where cyclists will then 
park outside the famed Gate 
1. Race fans can register for 
Bike to the 500 here.

Bike parking is available 
for all cyclists at Gates 1, 6 
and 9.

Rideshare Location
Race fans who are not 

planning to park at the race-
track should consider using 
a rideshare program, such 
as Uber or Lyft, when trav-
eling to or from the facility 
on Indianapolis 500 Race 
Day. Guests using rideshare 
services like Uber, Lyft or 
taxis will be dropped off at 
the corner of 10th and Pol-
co Streets. Guests also will 
be picked up at this location 
after the race. IMS also of-
fers a Race Day round-trip 
shuttle service that pro-
vides a stress-free trip to 
the Indianapolis 500. Shut-
tle services pick up and 
drop off from the Indianap-
olis International Airport 
or at Gate Ten Events and 
Parking, located across the 
street from Lucas Oil Stadi-
um. Those riding the shut-
tle will be dropped off and 
picked up from the Main 
Gate parking lot. Indy 500 
shuttle services can be pur-
chased here.
Pedestrian Gate entry

Public pedestrian gates 
open are: Gate 1, Gate 1B.1, 
Gate 1C, Gate 2, Gate 3, 
Gate 4, Gate 5N, Gate 5B, 
Gate 6N, Gate 6S, Gate 6B, 
Gate 7S, Gate 7 Vehicle, 
Gate 7N Gate 9, Gate 10, 
Gate 10A, Gate 11A, Gate 
11B, Gate 11C, Gate 12.

New security screen-
ing detection devices have 
been added to all pedestrian 
gates.

As fans pass through one 
of the pedestrian entrances, 
they will walk through a 
CEIA OPENGATE® secu-
rity device. Fans won’t need 
to empty their pockets or 

remove items of clothing, 
simply walk through the 
gate and enter the facility.

Vehicle Traffic 
at Gate 9A

Gate 9A is no longer 
open to vehicular fan traffic. 
Fans who previously used 
this gate should plan ahead 
and choose another route for 
entrance to IMS.

Digital Tickets
Race fans who order 

tickets in advance may se-
lect their delivery method 
at checkout. Digital tickets 
can be accessed on their 
smart phone’s web brows-
er or by saving the digi-
tal ticket to their mobile 
device’s wallet. Fans are 
encouraged to ensure the 
brightness on their smart 
phone is turned up before 
approaching the gate for a 
seamless scanning of their 
digital ticket. Race fans are 
also encouraged to visit the 
IMS digital Ticket guide 
to manage their digital tick-
ets and enhance their at-
track experience.

Weekend Street 
Parking

Race event parking re-
strictions in the Town of 
Speedway will be enforced 
during the Indianapolis 500. 
No parking will be allowed 
on the south and east sides 
of any street bound by 25th 
Street on the north, George-
town Road on the east, Lyn-
hurst Drive on the west and 
Crawfordsville Road on the 
south from 6 p.m. Thurs-
day through 8 p.m. Sunday. 
Additionally, race fans will 
not be able to park on Main 
Street in Speedway between 
10th Street and 16th Street 
on Race Day starting at mid-
night.

Parking will also be re-
stricted in other areas of the 
Town of Speedway on In-
dianapolis 500 Race Week-
end from 6 p.m. Thursday 
through 8 p.m. Sunday 
along several neighborhood 
streets. Local streets impact-
ed by street parking can be 
found here.

Road Closures
Race fans should be 

aware of multiple road clo-
sures before making their 
way to the Indianapolis Mo-
tor Speedway on Race Day. 
Those include:

Speedway Police De-
partment will close George-
town Road south of 25th 

Street at 5 a.m. on Race 
Day to all vehicular traffic. 
Guests accustomed to en-
tering Gate 7 should enter 
through Gate 2 or Gate 10. 
Local residents are encour-
aged to make provisions for 
the temporary traffic restric-
tion. Georgetown Road will 
remain closed until approx-
imately one hour after the 
race.

Speedway Police De-
partment will also close 
16th Street between Olin 
Avenue and the roundabout 
from approximately noon 
until the end of the race. Ad-
ditionally, 16th Street will 
not be accessible from Polco 
Street, as it will be blocked 
at 10th Street.

Traffic traveling east on 
Crawfordsville Road from 
the west will be turned 
around at the 16th Street 
roundabout. Traffic travel-
ing west on 16th Street from 
downtown will be diverted 
south on Olin Avenue.
Additional Resources 

and Information
Drivers can learn the lo-

cations of work zones and 
highway restrictions by call-
ing INDOT’s TrafficWise at 
1-800-261-ROAD (7623) 
or viewing an online map 
at pws.trafficwise.org or 
visiting @TrafficWise on 
Twitter.

No coolers larger than 
18 inches by 14 inches by 
15 inches can be brought 
into the facility, which will 
be strictly enforced. Fans 
will be allowed to bring 
one cooler and one stan-
dard backpack or book bag 
per person. Coolers are al-
lowed inside the Snake Pit 
gates.

For more information re-
garding access to IMS, visit 
IMS.com. For additional in-
formation, follow on Twit-
ter the Indiana State Police 
@IndStatePolice, the 
Speedway Police Depart-
ment @SpeedwayPD or 
listen to radio stations WF-
NI-FM 107.5/WFNI-AM 
1070 or WIBC-FM 93.1.

The Speedway Police 
Department can be reached 
for non-emergency services 
by dialing 311 on a cell 
phone. The goal of 311 is to 
provide an easy-to-remem-
ber number for non-emer-
gency services while free-
ing up 911 lines for timely 
emergency response.

Indianapolis 500 fans encouraged to
arrive early & ‘Plan Ahead’ with IMS.com
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