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Previewing Jackson Township’s “Lantern Walk”
The REPORTER

The Hamilton Heights High School 
theater students will hold a “Lantern 
Walk” through Cicero Cemetery from 7 
to 9 p.m. on Saturday, April 22. The walk 
will include 12 stops at the gravesites of 
important folks in the history of Jackson 
Township.

The Reporter will publish a short 
biography of each of the 12 individuals 
in our online editions from Wednesday 
to Saturday for three weeks, concluding 
April 15.

Ryan White is featured in today’s 
edition.

“I am Ryan White. I was diagnosed 
with AIDS in 1984 after receiving 
the virus from a contaminated blood 
transfusion to treat my hemophilia. I 
faced intense discrimination from my Kokomo community 

in a time of fear and misunderstand-
ing about the disease, and I was kept 
from attending school. My family 
and I moved to Cicero in 1987, and 
I was welcomed at my new school, 
Hamilton Heights. Before I arrived, 
the school corporation developed 
an acclaimed AIDS education cam-
paign. I raised national awareness 
while battling the disease and spoke 
before the Presidential Commission 
on the HIV epidemic. I was named 
Sagamore of the Wabash for my ad-
vocacy, and the Ryan White CARE 
Act, providing funds for HIV/AIDS 
treatment, was passed by Congress 
shortly after my death.”

Source: Ryan White Historical 
Marker

                                      Interpreted by Charles Wedmore

Ryan White
December 6, 1971 – April 8, 1990

Residence: Cicero
Contributions: AIDS Awareness

Upgrades 
coming to 

Noblesville’s
Forest Park
Playground will be 
remodeled & new

fitness area for adults
The REPORTER

The south playground in Forest Park 
will close Monday, April 3 to be remodeled. 
The area is expected to be under construc-
tion until the end of May.

“Playgrounds, trails and other parks 
amenities are not only an added value to 
a community but an expectation, which is 
why Noblesville is dedicated to investing 
in these quality of life areas,” Mayor Chris 
Jensen said. “The new equipment will be 
for ages 2 to 12 as well as a new adult fit-
ness aspect to make it a well-rounded play-
ground for all ages.”

The playground design was created by 
Recreation InSites and features Kompan 
play equipment. The city is keeping two 
structures: the Kompan Double Tower that 
was installed last year as a replacement 
piece for another structure and the popular 
Expression Swing, which allows the user to 
sit face-to-face with their small child while 
swinging together.  

“The anchor to the new playground 
design is Kompan’s 
custom Giant XL tow-
er connected by a net 
bridge to the Giant 
medium sensory tower 
with a tree and nature 
theme, allowing users 
to explore the wonder-
ful world hidden in the 
forest of trees at Forest 
Park,” Parks Director 
Brandon Bennett said. 
“This is a complete renovation of the entire 
playground, including the surfacing.”

Bennett

See Forest Park . . . Page 2

One Shamrock’s heart for service
Westfield’s own Asher Galan recognized for nearly 
200 hours working to help those with disabilities

Photo provided by Stephanie Becher, Joseph Maley Foundation
In addition to his work with the Peer Facilitation Program at Westfield Middle School, Asher 
Galan (front row, center) is a member of the Joseph Maley Foundation puppet troupe.

By AMY ADAMS
For The Reporter

When eighth-grader Asher 
Galan first stepped into Sandy 
O’Neill’s Life Skills classroom 
at Westfield Middle School 
(WMS) last year as part of the 
Peer Facilitation Program, he 
had no idea what to expect.

O’Neill has been teaching 
at WMS for about five years in 
a class tiered according to her 
students’ needs and cognitive 
abilities. She also oversees the 
school’s Peer Facilitation Pro-
gram which allows seventh and 
eighth graders to volunteer in 
special education classrooms as 
an elective.

“Each quarter we have about 
30 students who choose to par-
ticipate,” O’Neill said. “It is an 
absolutely phenomenal program 
and such a huge asset here at the 
middle school.”

Asher initially thought that 
he had signed up for an elective 
working in the school office.

See Asher Galen . . . Page 2

Mitch Daniels 
joins Liberty 

Fund in Carmel
Former governor &

Purdue president will serve 
as Distinguished Scholar

& Senior Advisor
The REPORTER

The Liberty Fund, 11301 N. Meridian 
St., Carmel, announced Monday that Mitch 
Daniels will join the 
Liberty Fund as a Dis-
tinguished Scholar and 
Senior Advisor. He 
joins the Liberty Fund 
after serving as Presi-
dent of Purdue Univer-
sity from 2013 to 2022.

At Purdue, Dan-
iels led transformative 
change and was recog-
nized as one of the most innovative univer-
sity presidents in America. During Daniels’ 
tenure, Purdue froze tuition, reducing stu-
dent borrowing by 32 percent.

Daniels served as Governor of Indiana 
from 2005 to 2013. After inheriting a nearly 
$800 million deficit, Governor Daniels left 
Indiana with a budget surplus, reserve funds 
equal to nearly 15 percent of annual spend-
ing, and its first AAA credit rating. Under 
his leadership, Indiana moved near the top 
of every national ranking for business at-
tractiveness. His emphasis on government 
efficiency and performance measurement 

Daniels

See Daniels . . . Page 3

Past County Parks Board President Terry 
Prather honored for his decades of service
The REPORTER

Former Hamilton County 
Parks and Recreation (HCPR) 
Parks Board President, Andrew 
“Terry” Prather, was recently 
honored at the department’s ad-
ministrative office in a special 
ceremony and reception.

The event was attended by a 
large contingency of elected of-
ficials, civic leaders, parks board 
members, leadership and staff, 

as well as family and friends of 
the humble man who has served 
the community he loves for 
more than five decades. Guests 
gathered to recognize the self-
less contributions Mr. Prather 
has made, beginning with his 
coaching in the Carmel Pups 
youth football program and 
leading up to the leadership role 
he undertook during the early, 
formative years of the county 

parks department.
During the ceremony, Coun-

ty Commissioners Christine 
Altman and Steve Dillinger is-
sued Mr. Prather the prestigious 
Hamilton County Continental 
Award, and County Council 
members Brad Beaver, Mark 
Hall, and Steve Nation were 
on hand to present him with a 
plaque containing a formal dec-
laration of appreciation from the 

council on behalf of the Hamil-
ton County community.

HCPR Director Chris Stice 
presented the past parks board 
president a commemorative 
medallion for Mr. Prather’s 37 
years of uninterrupted service to 
HCPR.

The highlight of the evening 
came when the commissioners, 

Photo provided by Hamilton County Parks & Recreation
Elected officials, civic leaders, parks board members, leadership and staff, as well as family and friends gathered 
to honor past Hamilton County Parks Board President Terry Prather, who is holding a replica of the upcoming 
park sign which will bear his name.

See Prather . . . Page 3
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14701 Tom Wood Way
 

Noblesville, IN 46060 317.853.4552

Once you take charge, there’s

NO GOING BACK
ID.4 Electric SUV

PP VVAAIILL
Advocating for Vi ctims of Crime & Abuse

I was born and raised right here 
in Noblesville. I grew up in a 
home without domestic violence 
or assault - it wasn’t something 
I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail 
of Central Indiana, I was shocked 
by the number of individuals 

violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail 
helped more than 4,000 clients 
in Hamilton County (nearly 80 
percent of clients are women 
and children). Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to 
discuss, so you don’t often hear 
about them. But at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and 
raising awareness for Prevail, an 
organization that helps families 
in Hamilton County. 
- Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton 
County families 

violence and sexual 
abuse, you can donate 
the following items:

• Individually 
packaged snacks 

• Lysol 
• Hand sanitizer
• Disinfecting wipes

Tom Wood Volkswagen 
in Noblesville, 
14701 Tom Wood Way.

RESERVE YOURS TODAY !
at Tom Wood Volkswagen Noblesville *

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

*See dealer for details.

S AV E  T H E  D AT E  F O R  T H E  3 R D  A N N U A L  

INDIANA PEONY FESTIVAL

  The Indiana Peony Festival is grateful for the continued support of Tom Wood Volkswagen in Noblesville

indianapeonyfestival.com
Check back often for updates to the Indiana Peony Festival’s weekend of events.

MAY 20, 2023
SEMINARY PARK | NOBLESVILLE, INDIANA

ASA BALES PARK
11 AM - 2 PM 
APRIL 1 

“When I walked in, I 
was really nervous,” Ash-
er said. “There were a lot 
of people I had never met 
before. But, almost instant-
ly, I began to feel safe and 
accepted because they were 
all so nice and welcoming. 
They weren’t judgmental at 
all.”

Since that first day, Asher 
has elected to spend 45 min-
utes a day, Monday through 
Friday, for five of his eight 
quarters at WMS, helping in 
O’Neill’s classroom. 

“He’s just been wonder-

ful,” O’Neill said. “We have 
such an eclectic variety of 
personalities and abilities 
in the classroom. It’s been 
wonderful to have someone 
so open-minded and willing 
to work with anyone and do 
anything.”

Last year, Asher worked 
with students in an adaptive 
PE setting. This year, he 
has been helping while the 
students are doing science 
experiments, cooking, and 
crafting. 

“The best part, to me, is 
that Asher can tell you any-

thing about any of the kids,” 
said Asher’s mother, Holly 
Galan. “He gets excited about 
what they accomplish.”

The feeling seems to be 
mutual.

“It’s really in character 
for him,” said Asher’s father, 
Alan Galan. “He’s got that 
personality that really draws 
kids in.”

Alan tells about one eve-
ning when his family went 
to the movie theater and 
saw one of the students from 
O’Neill’s classroom. 

“Asher went over to talk 

to him,” Alan said. “You 
could just see how excited 
this student was to see Asher 
and give him a fist bump.” 

Joanne Tedesco kept 
hearing her daughter, who is 
in O’Neill’s class, talk about 
Asher each day when she 
came home from school. 

“I have a heart for kind-
ness, so I decided I had to 
find out who this kid was,” 
Tedesco said.

Tedesco discovered that 
Asher is not only involved 
in the Peer Facilitation Pro-
gram, but he is also a troupe 
member with the Joseph Ma-
ley Foundation Puppets. 

The puppet program, 
which falls under the Jo-
seph Maley Foundation’s 
education pillar, teaches 
middle school students to 
voice child-sized puppets 
who have disabilities so that 
they can present skits about 
awareness, acceptance, and 
respect. 

Three of the seven puppet 
troupes in the Indianapolis 
area can be found at WMS. 
Each of the more than 20 
WMS eighth-grade puppe-
teers has been nominated by 
a teacher as a good represen-
tative of inclusivity and ac-
ceptance.

In addition to learning 
puppeteering skills, students 
in the puppet program also 
learn about a wide variety of 
disabilities. 

“A big part of the pro-
gram training,” said Steph-
anie Becher, lead education 
manager for the Joseph Ma-
ley Foundation, “is hearing 
directly from people with 

disabilities, like cerebral pal-
sy or spina bifida, who come 
and speak with the kids.” 

In addition to performing 
pre-written skits, the pup-
peteers participate in ques-
tion-and-answer sessions 
where they must be ready to 
answer questions on the spot 
about the disabilities of their 
puppets.

“Each student does deep 
dives on the disabilities of 
their particular puppets,” 
Becher said, “but all of the 
puppeteers learn about all of 
the disabilities in case they 
have to step in for another 
puppet.” 

Asher has voiced puppets 
Mary Ann who has Down 
syndrome and Brenda who 
has dyslexia and has per-
formed at Shamrock Springs 
and Oak Trace elementary 
schools. 

“Asher has been an out-
standing ambassador for the 
program,” said Angela Hoff-
man, WMS media specialist 
and puppet program sponsor. 
“For him to be involved as a 
peer facilitator on a daily ba-
sis, this is an avenue where 
he continues his work as an 
advocate for people with dis-
abilities.”

After learning about all 
the time that Asher has put 
into helping those with dif-
fering abilities and helping 
others to understand them 
better, Tedesco decided to 
take action.

“People need to know 
about this kid!” she said.

Tedesco serves as chair of 
the Westfield Mayor’s Coun-
cil on Disabilities, which was 

formed in 2022 to make a 
positive impact on the lives 
of people with disabilities in 
Westfield. As a result of her 
recommendation, Westfield 
Mayor Andy Cook recog-
nized Asher at the city coun-
cil meeting on March 13 as a 
Westfield Mayor’s Council 
on Disabilities Ambassador.

It’s no wonder that Asher 
was also named WMS Stu-
dent of the Month for March, 
as well.

Holly Galan said that 
having teachers at WMS 
who really encourage him 
and give him positive feed-
back has made a difference 
for Asher.

“Watching Asher grow 
in his confidence has been 
amazing,” O’Neill said. “He 
has grown to understand 
what the students need and 
how to de-escalate situations, 
but he has also grown in his 
confidence of who he is.”

As he moves to West-
field High School next year, 
Asher plans to follow a 
computer science path, but 
he intends to continue his 
work with special education 
students. He looks forward 
to participating in Unified 
Track which joins students 
with and without intellectu-
al disabilities on the same 
team. 

Tedesco said she hopes 
Asher will inspire everyone 
in the community, from other 
students to city officials. 

“Asher was put into an 
unfamiliar environment of 
kids with disabilities,” Te-
desco said. “It changed his 
life.”

Asher Galan
from Page 1

Bennett said the play-
ground is adding new 
swings, elevated balance 
pods, an Inclusive Twister, 
preschool springers, and 
other surface climbing ele-
ments. The new design also 
adds an adult fitness area 
outside of the playground so 
adults or caregivers can ex-
ercise while watching their 
kids on the playground.

“The surfacing will be 
updated to Forever Lawn, 
which is an artificial grass 
surface with impact atten-
uation capabilities that will 
make the playground more 
accessible and maintenance 
friendly,” Bennett said. “We 
are excited to bring this 
playground to Forest Park 
and hope that it meets our 

goal of creating a themed 
regional destination that 
serves as a unique play ex-
perience for its users and has 
that ‘wow’ factor.”

In the past few years, 
the parks and recreation 
department has removed 
three playground pieces that 
were determined in need of 
replacement by Certified 
Playground Safety Inspec-
tors on staff. It was further 
determined that the overall 
playground needed to be up-
dated.  

“We are remodeling this 
playground for several rea-
sons, but the main reason 
is the safety of the older 
equipment as many com-
ponents are wearing out 
and either need replaced 

or removed,” Bennett said. 
“Doing this renovation also 
allows the city to upgrade 
the surface to a modern 
and accessible surface that 
will eliminate many main-
tenance concerns with the 
existing safety surface.”

The north playground 
at Forest Park will remain 
open during construction. 
Timing for the south play-
ground remodel was sched-
uled based on availability 
of the new equipment and 
weather conditions con-
ducive for the construc-
tion work.  The city also 
has playgrounds at Dillon 
Park, Finch Creek Park, 
Federal Hill Commons, 
Seminary Park and South-
side Park; in addition to a 

disc golf course, two skate 
parks, six Pickleball courts, 
three parks with basketball 

courts, two tennis courts, 
four sand volleyball courts 
and over 127 miles of trails, 

connector sidewalks and 
greenways throughout the 
community.

Rendering provided by City of Noblesville

Forest Park
from Page 1
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led to many state agencies, 
including the Bureau of Mo-
tor Vehicles, Department 
of Child Services, and the 
Department of Corrections 
winning national perfor-
mance awards.

Daniels’ work with the 
Liberty Fund will focus on 
the creation of educational 
programs and partnerships 
that will strengthen Liberty 
Fund’s existing educational 
programs. He will begin his 
work with Liberty Fund on 
April 1.

“I have watched for de-
cades as the Liberty Fund, 
with impeccable scholarship 
and fidelity to principle, has 
labored to keep lit the lamp 
of freedom, and spread un-
derstanding of its historical 
and intellectual underpin-
nings,” Daniels said. “Now, 
with individual liberty un-
der relentless threats foreign 
and domestic, I'm grateful 
for the Funds' invitation that 
I try to assist it in its noble 
and essential mission.”

“Our Board couldn’t be 
more excited to have Mitch 
join our organization,” said 
Nathan Feltman, Liber-
ty Fund’s Chairman of the 
Board. “Mitch’s long-stand-
ing commitment to the prin-

ciples of individual liberty, 
as well as his work in the 
private and public sectors, 
made him the perfect choice 
for Liberty Fund’s first ever 
Distinguished Scholar.”

The Liberty Fund was 
founded in 1960 by Pierre 
F. Goodrich, an Indianapo-
lis businessman and lawyer. 
Liberty Fund conducts its 
own educational programs 
to encourage research and 
discussion on the values 
and institutions of a society 
of free and responsible indi-
viduals.

These programs focus on 
the place individual liberty 
has in an intellectual heritage 
evident from ancient times 
and continuing through cur-
rent times. The programs are 
intended to enrich under-
standing and appreciation of 
the complex nature of a free 
society and to contribute to 
its preservation.

As a tax-exempt, pri-
vate operating foundation, 
Liberty Fund’s purposes are 
educational. Liberty Fund 
fulfills its mission through 
its conference program, web 
properties and by publishing 
books pertaining to liberty.

For more information, 
visit LiberyFund.org.

Daniels
from Page 1

council members, parks 
board members, and lead-
ership informed Mr. Prather 
that the county was bestow-
ing upon him the honor of 
renaming River Road Park 
to Prather Park.  He and his 
wife Donna and their daugh-
ters Andrea and Kim were 
then presented scaled-down 
replicas of the park’s future 
entrance signs that will fea-
ture the Prather name.

HCPR officials stated 
that the timing of the park’s 
public rededication ceremo-
ny and on site unveiling of 
its new signage will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Learn more about HCPR 
at MyhamiltonCoun-
tyParks.com, call (317) 
770-4400, or follow the de-
partment on Facebook.

Photo provided by Hamilton County Parks & Recreation
Mr. Prather’s daughters Andrea and Kim (left) and wife Donna (right) flanked Terry while proudly 
displaying the replica park sign mementos they received during the special recognition ceremony.

Photos provided by Hamilton County Parks & Recreation
(Above) Mr. Prather (left) receiving the county’s coveted Continental Award 
from Commissioners Steve Dillinger and Christine Altman. (Below) County 
Council members Brad Beaver (left), Steve Nation (second from right), 
and Mark Hall (right) presented Mr. Prather a Hamilton County Council 
Appreciation Award for his decades of community service.

Congratulations,
Terry Prather!

Hamilton County 
thanks you for 

your work to give 
residents a better 

quality of life.

Prather
from Page 1

Hamilton County Bicentennial putting 
spotlight on Jackson Township in April
The REPORTER

The Hamilton County 
Bicentennial Commission 
has announced its lineup 
of grant-funded events for 
April 2023.

Jackson Township, lo-
cated in the middle of the 
northern section of Hamil-
ton County and home to At-
lanta, Arcadia, and Cicero, 
is being celebrated during 
April. All three towns and 
the surrounding areas have 
tons of history waiting to be 
celebrated.

During April, the Bicen-
tennial Commission will 
highlight Jackson Township 
events from cemeteries to 
vintage sports to the train 
… and more. The traveling 
exhibit will also tour during 
the month. You can see de-
tails and other events on the 
online calendar at hamco-
turns200.com/events.

Watercolors in the 
Indiana Room

April 8, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Maker Space at Hamilton 

North Public Library
West Brinton St., Cicero 

FREE
Hamilton North Public 

Library Art Instructor Lor 
MacNorton will lead partic-
ipants in modern recreations 
of local, historic class por-
traits and photographs from 
the Indiana Room of the 

Cicero Library. Participants 
may donate their creations 
to the library; the best of the 
donated paintings will be 
framed and displayed. Reg-
ister on the library’s web-
site. The event is limited to 
25 participants, so sign up 
soon.

Nickel Plate 
History Express

April 15, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Hobbs Station, Forest 

Park Drive, Noblesville
$20

Celebrate the history of 
the town stations along the 
Nickel Plate line. Get on 
board at Hobbs Station in 
Noblesville’s Forest Park 
and travel north through Ci-
cero, Arcadia, and Atlanta. 
Once in Atlanta, disembark 
for a break and refresh-
ments, then travel back for 
a round-trip experience. 
Tickets are selling fast at 
NickelPlateexpress.com.

Jackson Township 
Historical Tour 

Open House
April 15, 2 to 5 p.m.

Hamilton Heights Student 
Activity Center 

420 W. North St., Arcadia
FREE

With your smartphone 
and QR codes, you can un-
lock the past with this inter-
active self-guided driving 
tour. Students from Hamilton 

Heights Middle School have 
put together videos about 
historic buildings and places 
in Jackson Township. Signs 
installed in front of these 
buildings give participants 
the chance to see history, 
and on April 15, several of 
these buildings will be open 
to the public, including the 
mini-museum at the Student 
Activity Center in Arcadia.

Hamilton Heights 
Athletic Events

April 19, 5 to 8 p.m.
Hamilton Heights 

High School
FREE

Learn about the evolu-
tion of girls sports at Ham-
ilton Heights and the new 
Unified Sports initiative 
where students with all lev-
els of intellectual and phys-
ical abilities play on the 
same teams. Watch softball, 
both track and Unified Track 
meets, tennis, and a throw-

back baseball game.
Day at Red Bridge Park

April 21, 7 to 9 p.m.
Red Bridge Park, Cicero

FREE
Festivities will include 

a showing of the Ball State 
PBS Special Now Entering 
Cicero as well as a Hoo-
sier Hot Shots movie. Join 
for local music and be sure 
to enjoy a meal at local 
restaurants offering histor-
ically inspired desserts at 
discounted prices. Scaven-
ger hunt prizes will also be 
given out on this date. Open 
through April 17, find the 
instructions for the hunt at 
ciceroin.org/event/hamil-
ton-county-bicentennial.

Atlanta's History 
Showcase

April 22 & 23, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Atlanta Town Hall
FREE

The Town of Atlanta is 

taking a dive into its rich 
past by going back in time. 
Mail a historic postcard 
and tour historic homes 
and businesses downtown. 
On Sunday at 9:30 a.m., 
attend a church service 
with the three Atlanta area 
churches. Afterwards, en-
joy activities and ride the 
caboose.

Vintage Baseball 
Match

April 22, 1 to 4 p.m.
Bishop's Park

East 256th St., Arcadia
FREE

Hamilton County Parks 
and Recreation will host 
a vintage-style baseball 
game. There will be dis-
plays on the history of the 
park, along with a ket-
tle corn vendor and other 
activities. Bring a picnic 
lunch and get your “base-
ball cards” signed by the 
players.

Jackson Township 
Cemetery Lantern Walk

April 22, 7 to 9 p.m.
Cicero Cemetery

Morse Court, Cicero
FREE

Help honor those who 
have passed by remem-
bering the impact they 
made on the community.  
Hamilton Heights High 
School theater students 
will showcase research 
on people buried in cem-
eteries around Jackson 
Township and will portray 
these notable citizens as 
visitors walk through the 
cemetery. Lanterns at each 
headstone will light your 
way along the path.

Sheridan Elementary 
Bicentennial Celebration

April 27, 7 p.m.
Sheridan Elementary 

School
FREE

The second and fourth 
grades will be joined by 
the First United Methodist 
Church Chancel Choir for 
a Bicentennial Celebration 
concert that showcases his-
torical songs throughout 
time.

Arcadia & The Hoosier 
Hot Shots

April 28, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Remnant Coffee Shop

West Main Street, Arcadia
FREE

Join the Town of Arcadia 
for a display of  a newly cre-
ated timeline of the town’s 
history. You can also cele-
brate the historic local talent 
of the Hoosier Hot Shots. In 
the 1930s, the band was na-
tionally famous for its radio 
shows and “talkie” movies 
with the well-known tagline, 
“Are you ready, Hezzie?”

Jackson Township’s 
Signature Event

April 29, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Arcadia Christian Church

FREE
As a way to celebrate 

the end of a month that 
commemorates all things 
Jackson Township, the 
township will organize an 
event to remember. Bring 
the family and have your 
photo professionally taken 
for free as part of the “Fac-
es and Families of Jackson 
Township” Collection.

Also come for the debut 
of the Jackson Township 
Fire Department’s restored 
original fire engine, par-
tially funded by the Ham-
ilton County Bicentennial. 
A mini-parade will begin 
at noon, and there will also 
be an arts show hosted by 
Hamilton Heights Schools.

Finally, bring your copy 
of the Hamilton County 
Bicentennial book to have 
it signed by students from 
Hamilton Heights who con-
tributed to the epilogue.

About the Bicentennial
The Hamilton County Bi-

centennial Commission was 
established by the Hamilton 
County Commissioners as the 
official oversight agency for 
the 200th anniversary of the 
county in 2023. It will do so 
in partnership with the Hamil-
ton County Historical Society, 
Hamilton County Tourism, 
Inc., and lead sponsor Duke 
Energy. For more information, 
visit hamcoturns200.com.

https://tinyurl.com/3dvrzfn2
http://www.liberyfund.org/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com/
https://facebook.com/myhcpr
https://readthereporter.com
http://www.hamcoturns200.com/events
http://www.hamcoturns200.com/events
https://www.hnpl.lib.in.us/
https://www.hnpl.lib.in.us/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.ciceroin.org/event/hamilton-county-bicentennial/
https://www.ciceroin.org/event/hamilton-county-bicentennial/
http://www.hamcoturns200.com/
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Keep in Touch with 
Hamilton County’s 
Business Community

Hamilton County Business Magazine  
publishes online six times a year

FREE Online Subscription 
Scan the QR Code

www.hamiltoncountybusiness.com

All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Peony Brunch Express  
Join Nickel Plate Express and Andy’s 

Housepitality as we kick off the Indiana 
Peony Festival with a one-of-a kind peony 

themed brunch on the rails.Board the 
historic 1956 Nickel Plate Express train for a 
90-minute ride while dining on a scrumptious 
brunch served up by Andy’s Housepitality. 
This round-trip train ride will depart and 
return from Hobbs Station at Forest Park 

Depot in Noblesville.

April 29

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Cinco de Mayo Express
All aboard for a 2-hour train ride 

featuring tacos from Texy Mexy and a 
special tequila tasting. A limited drink 
menu featuring margaritas, beer and 
wine will be available for additional 

drink purchases.

May 5 at 6 p.m.

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Murder on the Luau Express
The ever-popular Murder Mystery is back 

for a one-weekend only Luau Express. 
Enjoy a train ride to Atlanta, Indiana 

where you will disembark for dinner from 
9th Street Bistro, music and maybe even 
a murder. Purchase your tickets NOW as 
these tickets sell fast. You don’t want to 

miss this tropical adventure. .

June 24 & 25

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday March 31
Casey Harshbarger

 Reservations Recommended 

Business Cards

Property tax rate steady, 
but increased assessments 
mean you’ll likely pay more

Several of 
our local gov-
erning units and 
public officials 
have proudly 
claimed recently 
that property tax 
rates in Hamil-
ton County will 
not increase this 
year. That's fine; 
we all appreciate 
that. It's largely due to the 
county's continued rapid 
expansion of the property 
tax base.

However, most folks 
will find their tax bills, 
which will be arriving soon, 
are higher – some quite a 
bit higher – and luckily for 
some, not a whole lot.

Many property owners 

will not notice the 
increase because 
they have their 
taxes escrowed. 
But they will in-
crease.

It's because 
of higher assess-
ments placed on 
land or homes 
through annual 
trending of prop-

erty values. Of course, this 
comes about because the 
county is a “hot” market 
with sales of most property 
rising rapidly. Assessments 
are based on what the mar-
ket is doing in your area.

Not so widely made 
known to the public is the 
effect of those assessment 
increases and the value of 

major new construction, 
which cumulatively make 
up the tax base.

Hamilton County is in a 
unique position compared 
to some of our neighboring 
counties in that our tax base 
has expanded tremendously 
in recent years, and local 
government bodies benefit 
greatly from it. Our larger 
communities, school dis-
tricts and the county govern-
ment itself collect millions 
of dollars more each year on 
tax rates that remain static.

The fact is that local 
governmental units in a 
growing area could afford 
to actually reduce tax rates 
enough to offset the effects 
of higher individual assess-
ments and still collect more 

tax revenue because of all 
the new building added to 
the tax rolls each year.

That's if budget-making 
officials wished to do so.

This situation has been 
pointed out previously in 
this County Line column.

So, don't be fooled this 
April 1, or soon after when 
tax bills arrive.

When you are told tax 
rates are remaining un-
changed, it can still mean 
higher property taxes for 
most of us.

Columnist Fred Swift 
has worked in newspapers 
for decades. He has been 
sharing his opinions in the 
pages of The Reporter since 
it began. Email him at swift-
fred19@gmail.com.

FRED SWIFT
The County Line

COLUMNIST

County joint work session: big dreams
As mentioned 

in my column 
after the March 
Council meeting, 
there are a myriad 
of projects that the 
County is pursu-
ing. These projects 
are in various stag-
es from conceptual 
design to construc-
tion documenta-
tion. Many of these projects 
are supported within depart-
mental budgets while others 
require funding outside of the 
normal revenue streams for 
the County.

These projects have been 
referred to as “major proj-
ects” and while you and I 
may be extremely interested 
in a resurfacing or culvert 
replacement, these major 
projects have greater impacts 
that help improve commerce, 
support economic develop-
ment, improve quality of life, 
or support public safety. Most 
of these major projects are 
transportation focused, but 
we also have several building 
(vertical) projects in queue.

A joint session of the 
County Commissioners and 
Council was called on March 
13 to help prioritize these 
projects so that the Council 
could strategize solutions 
within our fiscal plan.

Projects that appeared to 
have joint support included 
support for a corridor im-
provement along 191st Street 
in Westfield, an Olio Road 
corridor study, Cherry Tree 
Road repairs, the expansion 
of the Judicial Center, and im-
provement of the 146th Street 
and Hazel Dell intersection. 
These items are already built 
into our fiscal plan, so there 
was not much conversation 
regarding this other than a 
request for ongoing budget 
updates so the fiscal plan can 
be a working document.

The Public Safety Train-
ing Center seemed to have 
support but that was tied to it 
being able to be funded from 
the Public Safety LIT (Local 
Income Tax).

There was much debate 
regarding the 141st Street 
and State Road 37 intersec-
tion that bid over budget back 
in 2022. Some wish to fund 
the project 50/50 with the 
City of Fishers while others 
want to see how the “Right-
in, Right-out” improvement 
works that was done as an 
interim solution. Either way, 

this project will go 
back out to bid in 
the INDOT letting 
this fall and that 
debate will surely 
be rekindled.

The last proj-
ect of focus is the 
anticipated County 
Fairgrounds reno-
vation. As previ-
ously discussed, 

the Council approved a $15 
million bond to support Phase 
1 of this project. This money 
was provided with the explic-
it direction that the Council 
would not entertain addition-
al financial support due in 
part to current construction 
escalation but primarily be-
cause this is not a statutory 
responsibility. I would say 
that this is a “want” and not 
a “need.”

Six months later at our 
March Council meeting, the 
County Fairgrounds leader-
ship has returned to Council 
requesting an additional $11 
million to finish out Phase 
1 of the project. The Com-
missioners have prioritized 
this project ahead of the Ju-
dicial Center expansion and 
146th Street and Hazel Dell. 
In total, this project will ulti-
mately cost in excess of $70 
million, and those numbers 
have not yet been adjusted 
for inflation. The $11 million 
request did not move forward 
for vote due to the lack of a 
motion by any member of the 
Council.

The County Fairgrounds 
is a wonderful asset for many 
people. It doesn’t support 
the same number of people 
as your traditional commu-
nity youth sports groups, 
but it does have a value on 
the community. When I ask 
around, most everyone likes 
the idea of a fairground but 
wants a county fair to go 
along with it, including rides 
and games, and have a safe 
place for Hamilton County 
residents. It also supports 
some tourism opportunities 
and there is no doubt that, if 
expanded, it could be a much 
better tourism destination for 
meetings and conventions. 
However, some may argue 
that the private sector could 
be meeting that need.

Herein lies the dilemma 
for many: do we support this 
expansion or not? If money 
was not an issue, this proj-
ect would already be moving 
forward, but we have to be 

cognizant of our decisions 
and the impact that has on 
our county. 

Overall, the Commis-
sioners and Council support 
the County Fairgrounds. We 
have set aside $15 million to 
support upgrades to the facil-
ity, but to put taxpayer dollars 
into a project like this when 
we have statutory responsi-
bilities that need to be met 
and construction escalation 
that is sending projects over-
budget seems irresponsible.

I recognize this, which 
is why I presented an idea in 
2022 that would fund Phases 
1 and 2 without an impact to 
County taxpayers. That idea 
did not move forward, but 
I was able to get additional 
information to substantiate 
this idea. My idea, which I 
believe has support of the 
Council, is to seek a devel-
oper through a build, operate, 
transfer (BOT) agreement 
(Indiana Code 5-23-2) to 
build a fairground elsewhere 
in the county and operate un-
til the County purchases it at 
an agreed upon price.

I know what you’re say-
ing – how would that be less 
expensive? The secret is what 
we do with the existing fair-
grounds, which is bordered 
on the north by the future 
Pleasant Street and to the east 
by the future expansion of 
SR 37. Once those projects 
are complete, the highest and 
best use would be mixed-use 
and/or corporate and will be 
some of the most valuable 
property in the county for re-
development.

By working with our 
jurisdictional partners, the 
County could create a TIF 
district that would allow for 
real estate tax increment to 
be collected, which is cur-
rently $0, and used for proj-
ects around this area or to 
relocate existing tenants (the 
different fairground entities) 
to the new fairgrounds. I 
met with the County finan-
cial consultants and walked 
through this plan, and every-
one agreed that this would 
work. The proceeds from 
our bond would net $30 mil-
lion toward the fairgrounds 
and leave additional money 
to support improvements to 
the intersection of Pleasant 
Street and SR 37, as well 
as support the economic 
development of the Pleas-
ant Street fairgrounds site 
similarly to how most cities 

utilize TIF. With the existing 
bond revenue and this plan, 
the net savings to taxpay-
ers to build out Phase 1 and 
Phase 2 would be just shy of 
$50 million.

As I know I will be vil-
ified for even making this 
suggestion, I seem to be the 
only one willing to be honest 
about the sheer fiscal chal-
lenges of moving a project 
like this forward. This is the 
kind of stuff I’ve done my 
whole life, and I have brought 
forward a plan to build the 
fairgrounds that this County 
deserves. Is it what everyone 
wants? No, but you don’t get 
what you want without a bit 
of sacrifice.

I welcome a better plan, 
healthy debate, or discussions 
with those involved, but I also 
recognize that I have a duty 
to the whole county. I joined 
the Council to get more con-
trol of the project planning 
and execution. I want to im-
plement positive changes to 
our processes and am always 
looking outside the box for 
the best solutions. What I 
have found in my first term 
is that government is reluc-
tant to change, and in many 
cases for good reason as we 
shouldn’t make huge com-
mitments that bind the county 
without proper due diligence.

In the end, the decision 
is not up to me or Council. 
Moving this facility is a de-
cision that will be made by 
the Commissioners with in-
put from the Farm Bureau, 
Purdue Extension, and other 
leadership of the fairgrounds. 
I’m merely putting forth a 
way to finance the project.

If the items mentioned 
above are of interest, please 
reach out to me or any mem-
ber of the County Council. As 
always, I am thankful that the 
Hamilton County Reporter 
for publishing my Council 
updates and a special thanks 
to you, the readers, and res-
idents of Hamilton County, 
for reading it and being en-
gaged in the discussion. Our 
county is better because of 
you. I welcome your ques-
tions at ken.alexannder@
hamiltoncounty.in.gov.

Ken Alexander represents 
District 4 on the Hamilton 
County Council, which in-
cludes Adams and Washing-
ton townships, and part of 
Clay Township. He currently 
serves as the President of the 
County Council.

Diversity Dance  
Festival

April 11th - 17th

March 27 through April 17 you can win up to $100 by completing the  
Tri Town Parks Bicentennial Scavenger Hunt. This will help you 

learn a little more about our local parks and hopefully enjoy some time 
while doing so. The entries will be judged by Cicero Friends of the Park. 

Prizes will be awarded to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. 
Click on Hamilton County Bicentennial Cicero Events at ciceroin.org  

to find the scavenger hunt list.

Tri Town Parks Bicentennial 
Scavenger Hunt

KEN ALExANDER
Council Minutes

COLUMNIST

Thanks for reading!

https://l.ead.me/bd8HPa
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
mailto:swiftfred19%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:swiftfred19%40gmail.com?subject=
https://readthereporter.com/construction-project-budgets-dominate-councils-conversation/
https://readthereporter.com/construction-project-budgets-dominate-councils-conversation/
https://readthereporter.com/construction-project-budgets-dominate-councils-conversation/
https://readthereporter.com/construction-project-budgets-dominate-councils-conversation/
https://tinyurl.com/ywhbsw9j
mailto:ken.alexannder%40hamiltoncounty.in.gov?subject=
mailto:ken.alexannder%40hamiltoncounty.in.gov?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/events/552022276876491
https://tinyurl.com/8xdm8tak
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Stony Creek Church of Christ
“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”

15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville
(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which you have set in place,  what is 
man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that 
you care for him? (Psalm 8:3-4)
 Our world is often cold, unfeeling, uncaring and 
unappreciative. But amazingly our Creator cares about us 
and loves us. Would you like to know more about a God 

who looks from heaven and cares you? Let us help you come to know the loving 
merciful Jehovah who wants to bear your sorrows.
 At the Stony Creek Church of Christ, we assemble on Sundays and Wednesdays 
to seek a better understanding of Jesus and His ways. You are encouraged and invited to 
join us for those studies or call for a private study.

You Are Loved & Valued!

The REPORTER
Attention all Republican 

men and women: the North-
ern Hamilton County GOP 
Club invites you to a dinner 
meeting on Thursday.

The Club will meet at 6 
p.m. at the Sheridan Com-
munity Center, 300 E. 6th 
St., Sheridan. The cost is $20 
for non-members and free 
for members and sponsors.

Dinner will be a baked 
potato bar, complete with 
toppings, salad, and drink, 

and dessert.
Please come meeting 

your elected officials and Re-
publicans running for office.

County Commissioner 
Mark Heirbrandt will serve 
as the guest speaker, and 
several local elected offi-
cials and candidates will be 
available to meet and speak 
with you.

If you would like to attend, 
please RSVP to Club Presi-
dent Emily Pearson at emily.
pearson317@gmail.com.

Northern GOP
Club invites you to

meet with candidates

Photo provided by Noblesville Lions Club
At last Wednesday evening’s meeting, the Noblesville Lions Club inducted Cheryl Helton as 
its new member. She was brought to the club by her Lion Sponsor, Jen Carr. (From left) Club 
Secretary Julia Kozicki, Lion Cheryl Helton, and Lion Jen Carr. 

Noblesville Lions Club 
inducts Cheryl Helton

Being healthy: it takes time to get it right
“Everything 

is hard before it is 
easy.” – Goethe

When I read/
hear/view about 
all the wonder-
ful “weight loss” 
programs that 
abound in our 
Western soci-
ety today, I am 
saddened by the 
number of people who liter-
ally buy in to the multi-bil-
lion-dollar industry which 
frequently promises mirac-
ulous results – and in a very 
short time, of course!

To the best of my knowl-
edge (and in my Christian 
belief) authentic miracles 
are recorded only in the 
Holy Bible. To the best of 
my memory (although I 
am not a biblical scholar!) 
weight loss is not recorded 
as one of those miracles …

That brings me to the 
topic of this column.

We have become a soci-
ety which expects, and even 
demands, instant results. 
From the growing/prepa-
ration of our foods – hav-

ing the “dream 
home” – to wrin-
kle removers and 
everything in be-
tween, we want 
it now. General-
ly, the effects of 
smoking, eating 
poorly, a seden-
tary lifestyle and 
inactivity take a 
while to actual-

ly become visible. Yet the 
general population expects 
remarkable results in a short 
period of time. Lose 20 
pounds in a month – sure! 
Nine inches off the hips in a 
matter of weeks – why not?

It seems to me, with 
the number of fitness cen-
ters, weight-loss programs, 
workout DVDs, and the 
high-tech fitness equipment 
available, that 70 percent of 
Americans should not be 
overweight.1 Let’s take a 
look at some of the possible 
reasons why this might be 
the case.

Grocery “super stores” 
are filled to the brim with 
many aisles of processed, 
sugar-heavy, chemical-lad-

en items. The next time you 
are tempted to toss one of 
these items in your cart, be 
sure to check out the expi-
ration date. The further out 
the date, the more wary you 
should be of that particular 
“food” product. A shelf sta-
ble food item dated months 
ahead is cause for concern.

Additionally, if you live 
in any area of the country 
that claims to be a city or 
town, you don’t have to 
travel far to access a “fast 
food” establishment. Al-
though it is true that some 
of these provide salads and 
some pseudo-healthy alter-
natives, too many of us fre-
quent them far too often. 

Also, I must confess 
that I have a tendency to 
take a quick look at the gro-
cery carts of those shopping 
around me … sorry folks! 
In doing so I am often ap-
palled at what I see, which 
is all too often overweight 
parents shopping with their 
children and pushing a gro-
cery cart full of junk foods. I 
find this very sad as this not 
only adds empty calories in 

the children’s diet, but the 
unnecessary chemicals can 
interfere with their learning 
and cognitive growth.

There is a modern, pro-
verbial adage: “if it sounds 
too good to be true, it prob-
ably is.” I do believe this in 
relation to the above topic. 
People are frequently de-
railed when they find they 
are unable to obtain their 
fitness goals in a short pe-
riod of time, and/or stay 
consistent with the healthy 
lifestyle required to main-
tain their goal. Don’t let 
the “quick fix” mentality 
undermine your efforts and 
determination to be healthy, 
fit, and energetic. You can 
do it! 

1Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC)
Sharon McMahon, CNWC

The opinions expressed 
in this article are not intend-
ed to replace advice of your 
personal physician or li-
censed health professional. 
Please consult your physi-
cian for any issues you may 
have related to nutrition or 
fitness activity.

SHARON McMAHON
Be Well

COLUMNIST

ReadTheReporter.com

https://www.facebook.com/stonycreekcoc/
https://www.beholdthelamb.com/
mailto:emily.pearson317%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:emily.pearson317%40gmail.com?subject=
https://readthereporter.com
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Access the entire 2023 
Bicentennial Event Lineup 
and get event/program details: 
HamCoTurns200.com

2023 BICENTENNIAL 
APRIL EVENTS

HAMILTON COUNTY BICENTENNIAL 
TRAVELING EXHIBIT | FREE
April 1-7 | Hamilton North Public Library, Cicero

April 8-14 | Monon Community Center, Carmel

April 15-21 | Hazel Dell Elementary School, Noblesville

TBD | Hamilton Heights Elementary School, Arcadia

TBD | Jackson Township Trustee, Arcadia

WATERCOLORS IN THE INDIANA ROOM
April 8, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. | Maker Space at Hamilton North 

Public Library, West Brinton Street, Cicero | FREE
HNPL Art Instructor Lor MacNorton will lead participants in 

painting of local, historic class portraits and photographs from 

the Indiana Room of the Cicero Library. Participants may donate 

their creations to the library; best of the donated paintings will 

be framed and hung in the Indiana Room. 

Register at hnpl.lib.in.us.
 

NICKEL PLATE HISTORY EXPRESS
April 15, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. | Hobbs Station

Forest Park Drive, Noblesville | $20
Celebrate the history of the towns stations along the Nickel 

Plate line! Get on board at Hobbs Station in Noblesville’s 

Forest Park, travel north through Cicero, Arcadia and Atlanta. 

Once in Atlanta, disembark for a break and refreshments, then 

travel back for a round-trip experience. Tickets selling fast on 

nickelplateexpress.com.

JACKSON TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL TOUR 
OPEN HOUSE
April 15, 2-5 p.m. | Hamilton Heights Student 

Activity Center, 420 W North St., Arcadia | FREE
Beginning April 1, use your smartphone to scan QR codes to 

unlock the past with this interactive walking tour designed by 

students from Hamilton Heights Schools featuring videos about 

historic buildings in Jackson Township. Maps available online 

soon! Join us at the Open House on April 15. 

HAMILTON HEIGHTS ATHLETIC EVENTS
April 19, 5-8 p.m. | Hamilton Heights High School

State Route 19, Arcadia | FREE
Learn about the evolution of girls sports at Hamilton Heights and 

their new Unified Sports initiative where students with all levels 

of intellectual and physical abilities play on the same teams. 

Come watch Softball, both Track and Unified Track meets, tennis 

match, and a throwback baseball game, honoring all of the past 

schools that came together to create the Hamilton Heights 

School Corporation.

DAY AT RED BRIDGE PARK
April 21, 7-9 p.m. | Red Bridge Park, Cicero | FREE
Festivities will include a showing of the Ball State PBS Special 

“Now Entering Cicero” as well as an outdoor showing of a 

Hoosier Hot Shots movie! Join them for local music and be sure 

to enjoy a meal at local restaurants offering historically inspired 

desserts at discounted prices. 

April 29, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Arcadia Christian Church, 
State Route 19, Arcadia

As a way to celebrate the end of a month 

that commemorates all things Jackson 

Township, the township will organize an 

event to remember! Bring the family and have your photo 

professionally taken for free as part of the “Faces and Families 

of Jackson Township” Collection. Also come for the debut of the 

Jackson Township Fire Department restored original fire engine, 

partially funded by Hamilton County Bicentennial funds. A mini-

parade will begin at 12 p.m., and there will also be an arts show. 

Finally, bring your copy of the Hamilton County Bicentennial 

book to have it signed by students from Hamilton Heights who 

contributed to the epilogue.

ATLANTA’S HISTORY SHOWCASE
April 22 & 23 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. | Atlanta Town Hall

East Main Street, Atlanta | FREE
The Town of Atlanta is taking a dive into their rich past 

by going back in time! Mail a historic postcard, and tour 

historic homes and businesses downtown. On Sunday, 

attend a church service with the three Atlanta area churches. 

Afterwards, enjoy activities and ride the caboose. 

VINTAGE BASEBALL MATCH
April 22, 1-4 p.m. | Bishop’s Park, East 256th St., 

Arcadia | FREE
Hamilton County Parks will host a vintage-style baseball 

game. There will be displays on the history of the park, along 

with a kettle corn vendor and other activities. Bring a picnic 

lunch and get your “baseball cards” signed by the players! 

JACKSON TOWNSHIP CEMETERY 
LANTERN WALK
April 22, 7-9 p.m. | Cicero Cemetery

Morse Court, Cicero | FREE
Hamilton Heights High School theater students will showcase 

research on people buried in cemeteries around Jackson 

Township as participants walk through the cemetery, Lanterns 

at each headstone will guide your way along the path.

ARCADIA AND THE HOOSIER HOT SHOTS
April 28, 6 a.m.-5 p.m. | Remnant Coffee Shop, 

West Main Street, Arcadia | FREE
Join the Town of Arcadia as they celebrate the historic local 

talent of the Hoosier Hot Shots. In the 1930s, their band was 

nationally famous for their radio shows and “talkie” movies 

with their well-known tagline, “Are you ready, Hezzie?”

jackson township 
signature event

Celebrating

https://www.hamcoturns200.com/
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Request for Art
Old or New – Photography – Paintings

Sketches – Sculptures – Literature – Mixed Media

Calling all ARTISTS!
Show us Jackson Township through your eyes!
Submit your item to be displayed in the 

Jackson Township Art Gallery
for the Hamilton County Bicentennial 

Items due by Monday, April 17, 2023

This Signature Event will be held on
Saturday, April 29 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Free Entry
All ages welcome

Artwork will be displayed at the discretion of the event committee

For more info call (317) 984-3826 
or email Clerk@JacksonTownshipTrustee.com

Registration form online at 
www.JacksonTownshipTrustee.com

By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

LGBTQ+ rights sup-
porters threatened legal ac-
tion Monday after lawmak-
ers sent Gov. Eric Holcomb 
the first bill of the session 
targeting transgender youth.

The Indiana House vot-
ed along party lines Mon-
day afternoon to approve 
Senate Bill 480, which bans 
hormone therapy, puberty 
blockers, or surgery for gen-
der transition purposes for 
anyone under age 18. 

If it becomes law, anyone 
undergoing such treatment 
would have until the end of 
this year to discontinue it. 
The House’s vote comes a 
month after the Senate gave 
the bill its approval.

The bill has drawn fierce 
opposition from supporters 
of LGBTQ+ rights. In two 
different committee hear-
ings, parents of transgender 
youth said they will move 
out of the state if the bill 
becomes law, citing fear of 
their transgender children 
returning to a cycle of self-
harm if they are cut off from 

gender transition care.
Rep. Chris Campell, 

D-West Lafayette, said, 
“This legislation violates the 
sacred relationship between 
a parent and a child. How 
can the state prohibit par-
ents from securing medical 
treatment for their children 
to medically-accepted stan-
dards?”

Throughout the debate, 
the bill’s supporters cited 
the need to protect children 
from harmful effects of sur-
gery and pointed to cases of 
people who underwent gen-
der transition treatment but 
later regretted it.

“Many of the kids who 
were rushed down the path 
to transitioning have regrets 
and still live with the pain 
of their decisions. I want to 
do what’s right for kids,” 
House bill sponsor Rep. Jo-
anna King, R-Middlebury, 
said.

Doctors from IU Riley 
Children’s Hospital told 
lawmakers during the pub-
lic hearing stage they do not 
perform gender transition 
surgery on minors and glob-
ally-accepted standards of 

gender-affirming care do not 
condone it.

A 2015 survey of nearly 
28,000 transgender adults 
conducted by the Nation-
al Center for Transgender 
Equality found that while 
some people do detransi-
tion, they accounted for a 
total of 8 percent of the pop-
ulation who responded to 
the survey. 

Most cited pressure from 
parents or family as the rea-
son they did so, while 5 per-
cent of those who detransi-
tioned, or 0.4 percent of the 
total transgender population, 
said they detransitioned be-
cause they no longer felt it 
was right for them.

Gov. Eric Holcomb has 
not yet publicly indicated 
where he stands on the bill. 
He will have seven days to 
act on the bill once it is for-
mally presented to him. 

If he vetoes it, lawmak-
ers already have more than 
enough votes for the simple 
majority needed to over-
ride him. The ACLU said 
in a statement it will pursue 
legal action if the bill be-
comes law.

Lawmakers send gender transition 
ban for minors to governor’s desk

Photo provided by Noblesville Lions Club
Lions Club meetings always finish with a little fun. Lion Mark Bachar 
is the club “Tail Twister” and finished last Wednesday’s meeting as Mr. 
Leprechaun. He had a little game with the club members on a Final 16 
drawing. He always seems to come up with a candy bar treat or other 
sweet surprise for the winners!

Mr. Leprechaun helps
Noblesville Lions have
some “tail twisting” fun

The REPORTER
The Wayne-Fall Lions 

Club will hold its annu-
al all-you-can-eat Palm 
Sunday Pancake Break-
fast from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 2, at the 
Club’s location, 11940 E. 
191st St., about three miles 

east of State Road 37 at De-
shane Avenue and Victory 
Chapel Road.

The menu includes 
special pancakes, sausage, 
bacon, eggs, coffee, juice, 
and milk. Cold cereal will 
also be available, as well as 
syrups and peanut butter for 

the pancakes.
Please come and join for 

breakfast, brunch, or lunch. 
Money doanted at the break-
fast will help fund various 
community projects of the 
Wayne-Fall Lions Club.

Carry-out will be avail-
able.

Don’t miss Wayne-Fall Lions Club’s
Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast

The REPORTER
The Westfield Cham-

ber of Commerce has an-
nounced that Collective 
Beauty has upgraded to an 
Emerald Level Partner, the 
Chamber's $2,500 partner-
ship level.

Collective Beauty is a 
premier salon and spa lo-
cated on State Road 32 in 
Westfield just across the 
street from Field Brewing. 
Collective Beauty takes 
pride in its extraordinary cli-
ent relations and luxury ser-
vices and strive to be your 
new, all-in-one salon and 
spa for your personalized 
beauty needs.

Learn more at Collec-
tiveBeautySalonSpa.com.

Collective Beauty made Emerald 
Partner of Westfield Chamber

https://readthereporter.com/Public_Files/Jackson-Twp-Art-Gallery.pdf
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Submitted
Republican Scott Willis, 

current Westfield City Coun-
cilor and candidate for mayor, 
announced on Tuesday the en-
dorsement of the Westfield Pro-
fessional Fire Fighters.

“Public safety is without a 
doubt the most important job of a 
mayor and certainly a top priori-
ty for my administration,” Willis 

said. “I am excited and honored 
to receive the vote of confidence 
and endorsement from the West-
field Professional Fire Fighters.”

Following a vote by its mem-
bers, Ryan Herron, Westfield 
Professional Fire Fighters Dis-
trict Vice President, said, “West-
field Professional Fire Fighters 
have endorsed many candidates 
over the years, but Scott Willis 

stands out because of his record 
on public safety and his com-
mitment to Westfield. Scott un-
derstands what it takes to keep 
the citizens of Westfield and 
first responders safe. His work 
has been notable which earned 
him an overwhelmingly positive 
vote for our endorsement.”

Willis notes that with the 
rapid growth Westfield is ex-

periencing, it has been a huge 
challenge to keep up with the 
infrastructure and public safety 
needs of the community.

“My top priorities as mayor 
go hand in hand: investing in 
public safety and expanding and 
diversifying Westfield's com-
mercial tax base,” Willis said.

Learn more about the candi-
date at WillisForWestfield.com.

Photo provided

Westfield Professional Fire Fighters 
endorse Scott Willis for mayor

Submitted by Carmel FOP Lodge 185
After conducting a poll of members, 

Carmel FOP Lodge 185 has announced 
its endorsement of mayoral candidate Sue 
Finkam in the upcom-
ing Republican prima-
ry election.

“The men and 
women in law enforce-
ment put their lives on 
the line to ensure our 
communities remain 
protected,” Lodge 185 
Vice President Mat-
thew Broadnax said. 
“The police officers 
protecting the City of Carmel are some of 
the finest in the nation. The efforts of these 
officers have had a direct impact on the City 
of Carmel being named the safest and best 
place to live in America. Sue Finkam has 
proven herself to be a friend, partner, and 
advocate for our members. We are encour-
aged by her tireless dedication to public 
safety and know she will continue to make 
safety a top priority for the City of Carmel.”

Learn more about the candidate at Sue-
Finkam.com.

Finkam

Finkam receives 
endorsement 
from Carmel 

FOP Lodge 185

Mayor Jensen endorses Darren Peterson’s re-election to Noblesville Council
Submitted

Noblesville Mayor 
Chris Jensen has endorsed 
At-Large City Councilor 
Darren Peterson for his 
re-election campaign. 

“Darren has demon-
strated excellent leader-
ship skills, having served 
as both Vice President and 
President of the City Coun-
cil,” Mayor Jensen said. “I 
fully endorse his candidacy 
for re-election. Darren is 
committed to the residents 
he represents, and he con-
sistently puts in the effort 
and dedication required to 
get the job done. Darren’s 
experience as a long-term 
Noblesville business own-

er and architect offers a 
valuable and distinctive 
perspective to the council.”

For the last four years, 
Peterson has led economic 
development initiatives in 
Noblesville and navigated 
the more than $1 billion in 
new private investment in 
the city, all while working 
hard to preserve the history 
and character of Nobles-
ville.  

Peterson also serves on 
the Plan Commission, Ar-
chitectural Review Board, 
Council Finance Commit-
tee, and Downtown Dis-
trict Committee. He is the 
founder and President of 
Peterson Architecture, a 

full service architectural 
and planning firm that was 
founded in downtown No-
blesville over 25 years ago. 

Locally, Peterson has 
been the board President 
of Nickel Plate Arts for the 
last five years and current 
board President of Keep 
Noblesville Beautiful. 
He has been the driving 
force behind activating 
under-utilized spaces, cre-
ating events that celebrate 
the community, expanding 
arts programming, and ex-
ecuting several successful 
events and projects in No-
blesville.

Learn more at electPe-
tersonNoblesville.com.

Photo provided
Noblesville Mayor Chris Jensen (left) said Darren Peterson’s leadership 
skills and proven commitment to the city are exactly why voters should 
keep him on the Common Council.

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://bondryconsulting.com/
https://willisforwestfield.com/about
https://suefinkam.com/
https://suefinkam.com/
https://electpetersonnoblesville.com/
https://electpetersonnoblesville.com/
http://paulpoteet.com
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 • Family Law 
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• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 
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• Adoption 

• Expungements 
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RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

APRIL 14TH & 15th, 2023
Friday and Saturday

GUARANTEED:
Over $25,000 in Prizes!

ENTRY:  
$135 Cash at the Door

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS:

Receive a discount on your Buy-in  
for reserving your seat early. Details  
and registration at lionspoker.org.

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO CHARITY

WHERE: 
Hamilton County Fairgrounds   
2000 Pleasant St. Noblesville, IN

Approved by the state of Indiana Charity Gaming Division Permit #011908

EXCITING AWARDS
“Tournament Champion” 
Medallion

2-9 Place  
Silver FinalistMedallion

Submitted
A second federal grant 

has been awarded to Val-
or Classical Academy for a 
total of $400,000 in awards 
from the Charter School 
Program Quality Counts 
grant. The grant will pro-
vide financial assistance for 
planning, program design, 
and initial implementation 
for the school’s Fall 2023 
opening.

Valor Classical Acad-
emy will become the first 
tuition-free, K-12, classical 
charter school serving Ham-
ilton and surrounding coun-
ties. With a civic-centered 
education rooted in Amer-
ican heritage, students will 
be taught to love learning 
and to develop good habits 
and character through the 
study of content-rich mate-
rials and enduring methods. 
School officials say interest 
in the school now exceeds 
500 students and continues 
to grow daily.

However, school offi-
cials say finding a suitable 
building zoned for a school 
with space for appropriate 
amenities has proven to be 
a challenge. They say while 

building to suit is an option, 
it would delay the school's 
opening by at least two 
years. The school is work-
ing with Bradley Company 
to identify suitable real es-
tate to open this fall, and the 
school continues to seek a 
temporary solution such as 
the use of a former school 
or church building that is 
under-utilized during the 
week.

Valor Classical Acade-
my officials say the school 
is committed to opening in 
Fall 2023 and delivering a 
high-quality education to its 
students.

Public comments about 
the use of the old Orchard 
Park Elementary School 
in Carmel should be made 
at Carmel Clay Schools 
board meetings, which are 
held monthly on Monday 
evenings at 5201 E. Main 
St., Carmel. Speakers must 
register at the meeting with 
identification prior to 5:45 
p.m. Comments should also 
be submitted to ccsboard@
ccs.k12.in.us.

To learn more about Val-
or's enrollment, please visit 
ValorClassicalAcademy.org.

Valor Classical Academy 
awarded grants totaling 
$400K to open this fall

By VERONIQUE DUPREY
A Seat on the Aisle

Last Thursday night, I 
was fortunate enough to be 
invited to the preview night 
of The Convent by Jessi-
ca Dickey at the Phoenix 
Theatre Cultural Center in 
downtown Indianapolis, 
which is a modern, com-
fortable venue playing host 
to several different theatre 
companies. This produc-
tion was offered by Summit 
Performance Indianapolis, 
a woman-focused profes-
sional group. (“By women. 
About Women. For Every-
one.” is their tagline.)

First impressions pre-
show: comfortable seats 
with high-enough tiers so 
any seat in this intimate 
theater (about 80 seats) has 
an unobstructed view of the 
thrust stage area. A simple 
but beautiful set of a stone-
walled monastic convent. 
Catchy music from almost 
all female singers.

Then, the play begins. 
We are introduced to the 
women who come to visit 
this convent for a spiritual 
retreat as they arrive one by 
one and are greeted first by 
two “workers” and then by 
the “Mother Abbess.”

In true monastic fash-
ion, they will all don iden-
tical robes and give up their 
electronics, have prayers 
every three hours even 
through the night, and iden-
tify with a mystic woman 
of the Middle Ages, trying 
to find a connection with 
their own life and thus find-
ing their own core divinity 
or own true self. We may be 
a little fuzzy on the details 
of the philosophy espoused 
by Mother Abbess, but her 
workers believe in her, and 
with help from the lack of 
sleep, hallucinogen drugs, 
alcohol, and a lot of talk 
about sex, the women are 
willing to try almost any-

thing to feel better about 
themselves, including ex-
ploring their sexuality. And 
who can begrudge any-
one’s desire for happiness 
and love?

Every single woman 
on stage was mesmerizing 
and perfectly embodied her 
character. Without reveal-
ing too much, the visitors 
include the stressed career 
woman (Maria Argentina 
Souza, thoroughly conflict-
ed), the daughter finding 
her way in life (Shawnté  P. 
Gaston, quirky and ador-
able), the Catholic nun los-
ing her faith (Miki Mathiou-
dakis, genuine in a difficult 
role), and the return attendee 
with a chip on her shoulder 
(Dekyi Rongé, anger fueled 
by deep yearnings). The 
workers (Carrie Ann Schlat-
ter, both stern and sweet, 
and Chynna Fry, innocence 
coming of age) have their 
own backstories, and the 
mysterious Mother Abbess 
(Jolene Mentink Moffat, in 
a tour de force performance, 
making me want to take her 
Meisner acting class) may 
have her own demons to 
conquer.

I did not agree with all the 
choices made by the charac-

ters, but certainly agreed 
with all the actors’ choices in 
sharing their stories.

As far as life lessons, I 
do wonder how a focus on 
self can bode well for re-
lationships, and some lan-
guage and descriptions of 
sexual pleasure may not be 
comfortable for all theatre-
goers, but bottom line: what 
a treat of acting, supported 
flawlessly by set, lighting 
and costumes! Director 
Lauren Briggeman should 
be proud of her work with 
this very tight production. 
At $25 for general admis-
sion tickets, this is a steal!

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photo provided by Ankh Productions
Dekyi Rongé and Chynna Fry in a scene from the Convent.

Photos provided by Ankh Productions
Shawnté P. Gaston (left) and Maria Argentina Souza as visitors in the Convent.

Don’t miss your chance to 
see The Convent at Phoenix 
Theatre in downtown Indy

Janet would love the opportunity to meet you 
and chat. Plan on coming to one of her upcoming 
speaking engagements or reach out to schedule a 
date for her to join your group or organization.  

Janet’s book is available now!

As soon as you meet Janet you’ll realize she’s 
the dear friend you’ve always longed to have. 
She’s what you’d call a hometown girl, living 
in Noblesville her entire life she can show you 
all the best spots in town for a delicious cup of 
coffee or yummy sweet treat.  

www.JanetHartLeonard.com

Meet Janet...

Janet Hart Leonard

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://lionspoker.org/
mailto:ccsboard%40ccs.k12.in.us?subject=
mailto:ccsboard%40ccs.k12.in.us?subject=
https://www.valorclassicalacademy.org/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://www.janethartleonard.com/
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Rendering provided by City of Fishers
Be part of Fishers’ next chapter and sign your name on a beam for the new Fishers City Hall & Arts Center, which is set to open next year. The beam 
will be available to sign after 1 p.m. today, March 29, just north of the construction site at 1 Municipal Drive. Stop by anytime to sign the beam, but 
it will only be out for a week or so before it will need to be installed, so act fast and don’t miss your chance. Once complete, the three-story Fishers 
Arts & Municipal Complex will have a dedicated first floor to the Art Center, a dynamic arts education facility and theatre in partnership with the 
Indianapolis Art Center. The second and third floors of the building will hold municipal offices. Click here to learn more about the project, which is 
expected to be completed in 2024.

Sign your name on the beam of new 
Fishers Municipal Arts Complex

THE BEST 
LOCaL NEWS & SPORTS COVERaGE 
IN HaMILTON COUNTY

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.fishers.in.us/1449/Arts-Municipal-Complex
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
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Today’s BiBle Reading
I saw in heaven another great and marvelous 

sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—
last, because with them God’s wrath is completed. 
And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing 
with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who 
had been victorious over the beast and its image 
and over the number of its name. They held 
harps given them by God and sang the song of 
God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb:

“Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord 
God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King 
of the nations. Who will not fear you, Lord, and 
bring glory to your name? For you alone are 
holy. All nations will come and worship before 
you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

Revelation 15:1-4 (NIV)
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REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

THE

REALTORS®

Pristine home situated in the heart of North 
Harbour on over half an acre (.65). Features include 

4 BR, 2.5 BA and a stunning 22x15 sunroom. 
Lovely view of Harbour Trees Golf Course #7 

across the street. BLC#21893242

 1999 N Harbour Drive
Noblesville • $379,900

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com
Over 3,000 square feet of living space in this 

beautiful home in Cherry Tree Meadows featuring 
 4 BR/2.5 BA office and loft. LVP Hardwoods on  
main level, fenced backyard with large deck.  

New roof! BLC#21902247

7123 Burlat Lane
Noblesville • $359,900 

SOLD!

SOLD!

Charming 4 BR, 2.5 BA home is in popular Potters 
Woods. Hardwood throughout main level, family room 
with fireplace, kitchen with center island, new granite, 
finished basement, fenced parklike backyard, 3-car 

garage and so much more. BLC#21905032

19344 Morrison Way
Noblesville • $434,900
NEW LISTING/PENDING

Call Peggy 317.439.3258  
or Jennifer 317.695.6032

Your house  
could be here! 
Give us a call.

As Spring arrives 
the housing market 

is heating up!

As Spring arrives 
the housing market 

is heating up!

Meeting Notices
The Atlanta Redevelopment 

Commission will meet to accept 
the 2022 Annual Report and to 
adopt a Declaratory Resolution at 
5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 10, 
2023, at Atlanta Town Hall, 105 
E. Main St., Atlanta.

The Atlanta Town Council will 
hold a public meeting to discuss 
the Atlanta Ball Diamond at 6 p.m. 
on Wednesday, April 12, 2023, at 
795 S. Central St., Atlanta.

The Carmel Plan Commission 
and Board of Zoning Appeals will 
hold a combined Hearing Officer 
meeting at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
April 6, 2023, in the Caucus Rooms 
on the second floor of Carmel City 
Hall, 1 Civic Square, Carmel.

Send Meeting Notices to:  
Notices@ReadTheReporter.com

AG Todd Rokita sues restorer of vintage 
Volkswagens for failing to perform work 
JB Bugs accused of taking more than $227K from 19 consumers
The REPORTER

Indiana Attorney Gener-
al Todd Rokita announced 
on Monday a lawsuit against 
defendants accused of fail-
ing to perform work after 
taking payments from cus-
tomers seeking restoration 
of vintage Volkswagen ve-
hicles. 

Operating under the 
name JB Bugs, the compa-
ny not only failed to do the 
work it promised but also 
gave false updates to con-
sumers about work that was 
supposedly in progress, the 
lawsuit states.

“As a Volkswagen Thing 
and Bug enthusiast myself, I 
understand the love poured 

into these vehicles 
by their owners,” 
AG Rokita said. 
“Unfortunately, 
scammers play on 
these kinds of pas-
sions to defraud 
people of money, 
but we will keep 
working to protect 
Hoosiers and hold 
businesses accountable.”

Defendants named in the 
lawsuit are JB Bugs Trick & 
Truck Shop LLC and Palm 
Principals LLC – both op-
erating under the name JB 
Bugs – and owners John 
Bragg and Melanie Goode. 

After customers paid 
JB Bugs significant sums 

of money for the 
restorations – and 
received assur-
ances the work 
was in progress 
– they eventually 
learned the com-
pany’s building 
was vacated and 
their vintage vehi-
cles missing.

In total, AG Rokita’s 
complaint alleges that 19 
consumers paid JB Bugs 
$227,000 without JB Bugs 
restoring the consumers’ 
vehicles or providing any 
refunds. The complaint al-
leges the defendants vio-
lated the Indiana Deceptive 
Consumer Sales Act’s pro-

hibition on deceptive and 
unfair business practices.

AG Rokita is seeking 
restitution for the affected 
consumers and civil penal-
ties against the defendants. 

Defendant John Bragg is 
also facing criminal charges 
in Indiana for his actions at 
JB Bugs. He was recent-
ly located and arrested in 
North Carolina. 

Anyone who believes 
they have encountered 
wrongful business practic-
es in Indiana is encouraged 
to file complaints with AG 
Rokita’s office at in.gov/at-
torneygeneral.

Click here to read the 
complaint.

rokita

Man struck & critically injured 
along I-465 near Meridian Street
The REPORTER

According to Indiana 
State Police, a man was 
struck and critically injured 
in the westbound lanes of 
Interstate 465 near Meridian 
Street in Carmel on Tuesday 
morning.

First responders from the 
Carmel Police Department, 
Carmel Fire Department, 
and Indiana State Police re-
sponded to reports of a per-
son struck at approximately 

11:41 a.m. Upon arrival, 
they found a man severely 
injured lying on the ground 
unresponsive. Paramedics 
gave emergency medical aid 
at the scene and transported 
the man to an area hospital in 
critical condition.

Indiana State Police 
Crash Reconstructionists re-
sponded to the scene to con-
duct an investigation. Prelim-
inarily, it appears the injured 
man was driving a car west-

bound on I-465 near the 30.7 
mile marker when he struck 
the median concrete wall, 
disabling his vehicle. It ap-
pears the man got out of his 
vehicle and crossed the three 
lanes of westbound traffic 
on foot to the right shoulder. 
For unknown reasons the 
man re-entered the right lane 
of I-465 and was struck by a 
semi-tractor trailer. The driv-
er of the semi immediately 
stopped and stayed on scene 

to speak with investigators.
As of press time, the cir-

cumstances of the crash are 
still under investigation, and 
the injured man is listed in 
critical condition at a local 
hospital.

The right two lanes of 
I-465 were closed in the area 
for two hours while the in-
vestigation was conducted, 
and the wrecked vehicles 
were removed. All lanes re-
opened Tuesday afternoon.
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Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

BLooMINGToN – 
While spring sports teams 
are gearing up for a full sea-
son of being outdoors, track 
and field teams throughout 
the state gathered last Sat-
urday at Indiana Universi-
ty’s Gladstein Fieldhouse 
in Bloomington for the 
Hoosier State Relays to get 
an early season test against 
some of the state’s top com-
petition.

In both the Large and 
Small school division, Ham-
ilton County schools were 
well-represented in a major-
ity of the events. 

Brownsburg grabbed the 
overall championship for the 
boys in Large school with 50 
points, followed by Fishers 
and Carmel tying for sec-
ond at 49 points each. The 
remaining county schools 
has respectable finishes as 
Westfield was seventh, No-
blesville 11th, and Hamilton 
Southeastern 13th.

Girls teams went 1-2-3 
for Hamilton County in the 
order of Carmel, Nobles-
ville, and Hamilton South-
eastern, while Westfield was 
16th and Fishers 20th.

Fishers’ Sam Quagliar-
oli was fourth in the boys 
3200 meter run, while Ca-
den Click (Noblesville) and 
Tate Meaux (Fishers) also 
grabbed top 15 times.

In the girls 3200 race, 
seven county girls finished 
in the top 20. HSE’s Eliz-
abeth Butler (eighth) and 
Maggie Powers (ninth) 
and Liz Smith of Westfield 
(10th) rounded out the top 
10. Nadia Perez (12th) and 
Brooke Lahee (14th) from 
Noblesville, along with 
Carmel’s Emersyn Weaver 
(15th) and Charlotte Konow 
(20th) gave Hamilton Coun-
ty a great distance presence.

Tyler Tarter from Fish-
ers finished first in the 60 
meter hurdles with a run 

of 8.05 seconds. HSE’s 
Mkenzie Loftin (9.31) and 
Lucy Hauser from Westfield 
(9.34) were neck-and-neck 
for sixth and seventh, re-
spectively in their 60 meter 
hurdles race.

Robert Seay (Fishers) 
ran a 6.88 60 meter dash for 
third. Three were top sev-
en in the girls 60. Princess 
Campbell (Westfield) was 
third, Emily Norris (Car-
mel) sixth, and Westfield’s 
Tbi Fapetu seventh in a very 
tight girls race.

Carmel’s boys team 
took the 4 x 800 meter relay 
race with a time of 7:48.51, 
while Westfield (third), No-
blesville (fifth) and Hamil-
ton Southeastern (10th) also 
were in the top 10.

The Greyhounds also 
won the girls 4 x 800 relay 
in 9:22.25, with Nobles-
ville just behind in second 
at 9:23.20. HSE (sixth) and 
Westfield (23rd) also had 
good runs.

The boys 4 x 200 meter 
relay got five county schools 
in the top 15, including 
Fishers (fourth), Carmel 
(ninth), Noblesville (10th), 
Westfield (14th) and South-
eastern (15th).

The girls 4 x 200 relay 
got Carmel (second), Fish-
ers (fourth), Westfield (sev-
enth) and HSE (10th) all in 
the top 10.

Carmel finished third in 
the boys distance medley, 
followed by Fishers in sixth, 
Noblesville 10th, and West-
field 18th. The girls medley 
was won by HSE with a 
time of 12:19.86.

The boys 4 x 400 me-
ter relay featured four top 
10 finishers with Fishers 
(third), Westfield (fourth), 
Carmel (sixth) and Nobles-
ville (eighth), along with 
HSE back at 17th.

Carmel won the girls 4 
x 400 relay in 3:56.26. The 
Royals were sixth, Millers 
seventh, while Westfield 
(17th) and Fishers (23rd) 

wound up further back.
* * *

The field events are 
slightly limited being in-
doors, with their being no 
discus until outdoor season 
begins.

The boys pole vault only 
had one in the county that 
place. Will Johnston (No-
blesville) was fifth with a 
vault of 14’3”. Noblesville 
also had three girls place. 
Delaney Teachnor was 
fourth at 11’6” with Linley 
Burman and Laina Lillge ty-
ing for seventh with heights 
of 11’0”.

Noblesville’s Malina 
Miller won the high jump 
with a best leap of 5’7”. The 
Millers’ Rylee Hassan was 
eighth, along with HSE’s 
Chloe Senefeld (13th) and 
Mallory Kixmiller of Fish-
ers at 15th.

Carmel’s Aydrian Cald-
well took sixth in the boys 

high jump, topping out at 
6’3”.

HSE’s Michael Griffith 
was second in the long jump 
and teammates Silas New-
ton (11th) and Lamine Sall 
(15th) helped the Royals 
pick up some points. Carm-
el’s Aydrian Campbell was 
11th. The lone placer in the 
girls long jump was Carm-
el’s Gabriela Grande Rosas 
at fifth.

Westfield’s Tom Ewing 
picked up an indoor shot 
put win with a best throw 
of 57’3.25”. Carmel’s Drew 
Franklin was second, throw-
ing 55’11”. HSE’s Alexan-
der Boothby was eighth and 
Fishers’ Joel Gates 10th.

Noblesville’s Hannah 
Alexander threw for a fifth-
place finish and Fishers’ 
Macey Miller wound up 
20th.

Reporter photos by Kent Graham
The Carmel (left) and Fishers (right) boys track & field teams tied for second place with 49 points in the Large School Division at the Hoosier State Relays.

Reporter photo by Kent Graham
The Carmel girls track & field team won the championship for the Large School division last Saturday 
at the Hoosier State Relays. The Noblesville team placed second and Southeastern finished third.

Reporter photo by Kent Graham
Summer Rempke and Malina Miller accepted the 
runner-up trophy for the Noblesville girls team.See Relays . . . Page 14

Hamilton County teams
dominate Hoosier State Relays 
Carmel, Noblesville & Southeastern girls prove it’s easy as 1-2-3

https://noblesvillesports.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://twitter.com/richie_hall
http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
http://kentgraham.photoshelter.com
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Sogility partners with Central 
Indiana Women’s Soccer League

Graphic provided

The REPORTER
Sogility and the Central 

Indiana Women’s Soccer 
League (CIWSL) have an-
nounced a partnership to 
bring world-class training 
technology and competitive 
soccer opportunities to adult 
women in central Indiana.

Sogility and the CIWSL 
agreed to promote both 
businesses equally to en-
courage women to continue 
to play the game of soccer at 
a competitive level.

“The CIWSL has been 
a staple in women’s soccer 
in the state of Indiana for 40 
years,” Sogility CEO Jim-
my Carson said. “We are 
extremely excited to partner 
with them moving forward 
to provide their players a 
place to play indoor soccer 
and provide them and their 
families a place to train.” 

CIWSL President Jody 
Toth said, “I was very im-
pressed with Sogility. I wish 
it would have been around 

when my girls were growing 
up and learning the game!” 

CIWSL provides year-
round competitive soc-
cer opportunities for adult 
women in central Indiana.

About Sogility
Sogility’s mission is to in-

crease soccer players’ skills, 
confidence, and physical de-
velopment with personalized 
training through the use of 
technology and individual-
ized data monitoring. Learn 
more at sogility.net.

Scott Lidskin returning 
as Westfield girls cross 

country head coach
The REPORTER

Westfield Athletics has 
announced that Scott Lid-
skin will come back to lead 
and serve as head coach of 
the Westfield High School 
(WHS) Girls Cross Country 
program. He is taking over 
for Whitney Bevins who 
stepped away to focus on 
other activities.

Lidskin began his 
coaching career in 1996 at 
Westfield. In his 23-year ca-
reer at Westfield, his teams 
earned four IHSAA state 
cross country champion-
ships, one state runner-up, 
and 11 top 10 team finish-
es. He also guided three 
squads to top 20 finishes at 
the Nike Cross Country Na-
tional competitions.

Lidskin began his run-
ning career at Glenbrook 

South High 
School in Illi-
nois. He placed 
runner-up in the 
Illinois state cross 
country finals 
his senior year. 
From there, he 
went on to Butler 
University and 
earned four MVP 
awards as the university’s 
top runner in each of his 
cross country seasons. Af-
ter graduation, he earned a 
sponsorship from ASICS 
and ran professionally. Ad-
ditionally, he has written a 
book about coaching titled, 
SISU: Lessons from the 
Cross Country Course.

“We are excited to have 
Coach Lidskin back to 
lead our girls cross country 
program,” WHS Athletic 

Director Andy 
Tebbe said. “He 
is a pillar for 
Westfield Athlet-
ics and embodies 
everything we 
value. His suc-
cess as a coach is 
well documented 
and his leader-
ship skills and 

character will mentor and 
foster growth in the next 
generation of runners at 
WHS. We are blessed to 
have Coach Lidskin back 
to lead the program where 
he accomplished so much 
success over his first stint 
of 23 years coaching.” 

Coach Lidskin is mar-
ried to Kristin Lidskin and 
they have two daughters, 
Ella and Amelia. He is also 
an English teacher at WHS.

Lidskin

Guerin Catholic’s boys 
finished second as a team 
with 48 points, while Ham-
ilton Heights’ boys were 
10th with 18 points in the 
Small Schools division. The 
Golden Eagles’ girls tied for 
third and the Huskies’ girls 
were also 10th.

Guerin’s Grace Boivin 
was a 19th-place finisher in 
the 3200 meter run.

Heights’ Ella Ewing 
sped her way to third place 
in the 60 meter hurdles. 

Guerin Catholic’s boys 
were third in the 4 x 800 re-
lay, and similarly, their girls 
were fourth in their race.

Both the boys and girls 

4 x 200 relay teams were 
seventh. Heights’ boys were 
16th, but it was the Husky 
girls who were fifth.

The Golden Eagles’ boys 
distance relay won with a 
time of 10:40.48 and Heights 
was 20th. Guerin Catholic’s 
girls distance medley fin-
ished second, while Hamil-
ton Heights was 15th.

Both of Guerin’s 4 x 400 
relay teams grabbed third-
place finishes. Heights boys 
were 17th and University’s 
girls were 22nd in the event.

Hamilton Heights’ Pey-
ton McQuinn took home the 
pole vault title, launching 
14’6” for the win. 

Waverly Woolever of 
Hamilton Heights was a 
sixth-place finisher in the 
high jump, along with Guer-
in's Kori Dues at 13th.

Guerin also got two high 
jumpers into the top 16 with 
Daniel Ernst (12th) and Sef-
frin Smith (16th).

Ella Ewing (Heights) 
had a good long jump per-
formance for fifth and Guer-
in's Mia Chang 11th.

Heights' Colin Wilson 
was second in the shot put 
and teammate Josh Brown 
was 19th.

Guerin Catholic's Maris 
Bulger threw shot for 11th 
place for the girls.

Relays
from Page 13

Reporter photo by Kent Graham
Tyler Tarter of Fishers won the 60 meter hurdles with a time of 8.05 seconds.

Reporter photo by Kent Graham
Malina Miller of Noblesville won the high jump with a best leap of 5’7”.

Reporter photos by Kent Graham
(Left) Ella Ewing of Hamilton Heights captured third place in the 60 meter 
hurdles. (Right) Robert Seay of Fishers finished third in the 60 meter dash 
with a time of 6.88 seconds.

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown Weatherman!

http://wandalyons.com
https://www.hamiltoncountytv.com/
https://syapgolf.wedoauctions.com
https://sogility.net/
http://paulpoteet.com

