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Hamilton Heights High 

School recognizes the follow-
ing students who were named as 
Coffee Bean Award recipients 
for the month of February: Jo-
annah Blueher, Addison Gilm-
ore, Raechel Hunter, Jocelyn 
Mendez Rivera, and Camryn 
Runner.

These students were among 
15 who were nominated for 
their showing extra kindness, 
compassion, have overcome ad-
versity, and/or who have been 
a positive light to those around 
them in February.

The name and award were 
inspired by The Coffee Bean, 
a book written by Jon Gordon 
and Damon West that delivers 

The REPORTER
The Westfield High School’s Service 

Over Self (SOS) Club and the Westfield Li-
ons Club are teaming up to raise funds for 
the “Miracle League of Westfield” – a local 
non-profit organization that provides chil-
dren and adults with disabilities the experi-
ence of playing “adaptive baseball.”

A pancake breakfast will be held on 
Saturday, March 18 in the 
Westfield High School 
(WHS) cafeteria and 
will run from 8 to 10:30 
a.m. It includes all-you-
can-eat pancakes, sau-
sage, donuts, drinks, 
free face painting, 
and a 50/50 raf-
fle. The cost for the 
breakfast is $8 for adults, 
$5 for children under 12, and free for chil-
dren aged 2 and under. 

The Miracle League of Westfield is run 
by a 100-percent volunteer committee and 
has developed an accessible stadium at West-
field’s Roundtripper Academy. The group’s 
mission is to provide opportunities for all 
children and young adults to play baseball 
regardless of their ability or disability. The 
Miracle League of Westfield needs financial 
support to make the dream of playing base-
ball come true for these kids and adults, so 
the SOS Club and Westfield Lions are step-
ping up to raise funds and create awareness 
for this extremely worthwhile program.

The SOS Club is a service club at WHS 
that gives young people the opportunity 
to serve their community while learning 
valuable skills. The club’s objective is to 
“provide hands-on service projects to build 
character and develop leadership skills with 
an educational twist.”

The Westfield Lions Club, the old-
est service club in Hamilton County, is a 
proud sponsor and supporter of the SOS 
Club. The Lions will lend their leadership, 
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Reporter photo by Stu Clampitt
Three authors with strong ties to Noblesville (including The Reporter’s own columnist Janet Hart Leonard) 
came together last Sunday at Primeval Brewing, 960 Logan St., Noblesville, to meet with readers and 
sign copies of their books. The event was busy from start to finish with a steady stream of eager readers. 
(From left) Leonard, Susan Zinn Crandall, and Rex Dillinger all graduated from Noblesville High School with the 
Class of 1974. Read more about each author’s works and future plans at this link. this weeKeND: In case you 
missed this past weekend’s book signing, Leonard will be at Earthly Endearments, 155 W. Main St., Atlanta, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, March 12 to sign copies of her book, when the heart speaks. See you there!

Westfield Lions 
& SOS Club 
join forces to 

create miracles

Paper peddlers pack Primeval

Photo provided
The Hamilton Heights High School February Coffee Bean Award recipients include 
(from left) Addison Gilmore, Raechel Hunter, Camryn Runner, and Joannah Blueher. 
Not pictured: Jocelyn Mendez rivera. These students were nominated by a student or 
staff member for positive words and actions that are having a transformative impact 
on others and lifting the overall school culture.

Heights’ Coffee Bean Award recognizes 
students for their kindness & positivity

See Bean . . . Page 2 See Miracle . . . Page 2

Photo provided
Outstanding Volunteer Award recipients included (from left) Claire Lane 
(Urban Conservationist), Lisa Meek, Dorrie Keyes, Shelly Brown, Phil 
Flannagan, Kim Gauen, Taylor Wilson (Urban Conservation Technician), 
and Laura McCloughan (not pictured).

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County 

Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District (SWCD) held 
its annual meeting on Feb. 
28 in Noblesville.

Highlights from the 
District’s 2022 work were 
shared by Conservation Ad-
ministrator David Bradway.

SWCD recognized 
Lisa Meek, Dorrie Keyes, 
Shelly Brown, Phil Flan-
nagan, Kim Gauen, and 
Laura McCloughan as 
Outstanding Volunteers for 
their dedicated service to 
the Hamilton County In-
vasives Partnership (HIP). 
Travis Cole, a GIS Devel-

oper/Analyst in the coun-
ty’s Information Systems 
Services (ISS) Department 
was recognized as an Out-
standing Partner for his 
work on the development 
of the HIP invasive species 
mapping system.

Soil & Water awards several
for their outstanding service 

See Service . . . Page 2

Hamilton County Community Band
celebrates five years with spring concert
Submitted by 
Brian Wuerch

This spring marks 
the five-year anniversary 
of the Hamilton Coun-
ty Community Band 
(HCCB). To celebrate, the 
band will perform a con-
cert on Sunday, March 19 
as a thank you to the com-
munity and to recognize 
those band members who 
have served with the band 
all five years.

HCCB, with 80-plus 
volunteer members, was 
formed on Feb. 25, 2018, 
with a meeting between 
current Director Brian 
Swart, Noblesville Schools 
Band Director Eric Thorn-
bury, and director of the 
Fishers Community Cho-
rus Marc Feeney. These 
three men saw a need for 
a true community concert 
band in Hamilton County.

“Our mission is to have 
a ‘FUN’ atmosphere that is 

inviting to all musicians,” 
Swart said.

HCCB performs multi-
ple concerts in and around 
the Hamilton County area. 
Rehearsals are held weekly 
on Sunday evenings at No-
blesville High School.

To further commemo-
rate the fifth anniversary, 
the band commissioned a 

piece by prolific composer 
Sean Sumwalt. The piece, 
titled “The Road Home,” 
is based on the folk style 
choral work of Stephen 
Paulus. Sumwalt’s origi-
nal iteration was written 
for the Spirit of Muncie 
Band and Guard and was 

Photo by Brian Wuerch
The Hamilton County Community Band’s 
founders are (from left) Eric Thornbury, Brian 
Swart, and Mark Feeney.

See Band . . . Page 2
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I was born and raised right here 
in Noblesville. I grew up in a 
home without domestic violence 
or assault - it wasn’t something 
I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail 
of Central Indiana, I was shocked 
by the number of individuals 

violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail 
helped more than 4,000 clients 
in Hamilton County (nearly 80 
percent of clients are women 
and children). Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to 
discuss, so you don’t often hear 
about them. But at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and 
raising awareness for Prevail, an 
organization that helps families 
in Hamilton County. 
- Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton 
County families 

violence and sexual 
abuse, you can donate 
the following items:

• Individually 
packaged snacks 

• Lysol 
• Hand sanitizer
• Disinfecting wipes

Tom Wood Volkswagen 
in Noblesville, 
14701 Tom Wood Way.

RESERVE YOURS TODAY !
at Tom Wood Volkswagen Noblesville *

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

*See dealer for details.
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Check back often for updates to the Indiana Peony Festival’s weekend of events.
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performed during the 2022 
Band Day at the Indiana 
State Fair.

Speaking to his process 
in creating this arrangement, 
Sumwalt said, “I’m a very 
visual person, so I had to 
create an emotional road-
map throughout the arrange-
ment.”

As the song unfolds, the 
listener can sense the 10 
emotional landmarks begin-
ning with innocence and, 
in the final bars, a sense of 
oneness.

A well-known compos-
er especially in the arena 
of independent filmmakers, 
Sumwalt’s works have been 
featured in the California In-
dependent Film Festival, The 
Catalina Film Festival, the 
H.P. Lovecraft Film Festi-
val, the Indie Gathering, The 
Cleveland International Film 
Fest, the Terror Film Festi-
val, the Big Island Film Fes-
tival, among many others. 
His score for SARGE won 
“Best Music in a Film” at 
the 2016 Reading Film Fes-
tival and has worked on the 
hit Netflix docu-drama series 
Chef’s Table. While writing 
for Chef’s Table, the show 

was nominated for an Emmy 
two years in a row (2015-16) 
for Outstanding Music Com-
position for a Series.

Sumwalt holds a Bache-
lor of Music in Composition 
from Butler University and a 
Scoring for Motion Pictures 
and Television Graduate 
Certificate from The Univer-
sity of Southern California. 
He is a member of ASCAP 
as both a composer and pub-
lisher. He is also an adjudi-
cator with the Central States 
Judges Association (CSJA).

Many HCCB band mem-
bers are currently or have 
been band and music teach-
ers and will take the podium 
as guest conductors through-
out the evening. Guest 
conductors include many 
familiar names in the Indi-
ana music education scene: 
Mark Sands, Mel Carpenter, 
Melissa Johnson, Toni Bays, 
Sabin Martinez, Joe Poio, 
and Eric Thornbury. Sum-
walt will also be present to 
conduct the commissioned 
piece, “The Road Home.”

Please consider join-
ing the celebration with the 
band and lead director Brian 
Swart at 7 p.m. on Sunday, 

March 19 in the Noblesville 
High School Auditorium. 
A free will offering will be 
collected to help with pur-
chase of new music and 

equipment. HCCB also wel-
comes corporate sponsors. 
Information can be found at 
hamiltoncountycommuni-
tyband.com.

Photo by Brian Wuerch
Composer Sean Sumwalt in rehearsal with the 
Hamilton County Community Band.

A special recognition 
was also given to SWCD 
Urban Conservationist 
Claire Lane for 10 years of 
service to SWCD. Leslie 
Taljaard, Director of Ham-
ilton County’s Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
Center and Solid Waste 
Management District, pre-
sented on the current state 
of recycling in Indiana and 
the waste management ser-
vices offered by Hamilton 
County.

Jared Kakasuleff, long-
time SWCD Board of Su-
pervisors member and op-
erator of Kakasuleff Farms, 

was re-elected to the SWCD 
Board of Supervisors and 
sworn in by County Council 
member Ken Alexander.

SWCD’s purpose is to 
provide information about 
soil, water, and related nat-
ural resource conservation; 
identify and prioritize lo-
cal soil and water resource 
concerns; and connect land 
users to sources of educa-
tion, technical, and financial 
assistance in order to imple-
ment conservation practices 
and technologies.

To stay updated on the 
latest programs and events, 
visit hamiltonswcd.org.

Service
from Page 1

a simple, yet power mes-
sage on positive change. All 
students nominated receive 
a certificate of recognition. 
At the end of the month, 
the names of the students 
who were nominated during 
the month are included in 
a drawing where the first 
five names drawn are called 
down to the office to enjoy a 
hot chocolate or coffee and 
a donut.  

“The program evolved 
from a similar program for 
staff under the same name,” 
HHHS School Counselor 

Lori Watson said. “The ob-
jective was to encourage 
more acts of  kindness, posi-
tivity, school spirit, and help 
foster a closer sense of com-
munity at the high school.” 

The monthly award pro-
gram officially rolled out in 
January with Cassidy Felg-
er, Taylor Harley, Kendall 
Herrell, Ethan Hodson, and 
Isabella Woody as the first 
recipients. Students and 
staff can nominate students. 
Nomination forms can be 
downloaded at hhschus-
kies.org/domain/82.

Bean
from Page 1

experience, Lion-power, 
and financial support to 
help the SOS Club make 
this fundraiser a major win-
ner.

The SOS Club and West-
field Lions Club also need 

your help in making this 
pancake breakfast a success. 
They encourage everyone to 
take a little time out of their 
Saturday morning to enjoy 
some good food, have fun, 
and support a great cause. 

Organizations and indi-
viduals that are be interested 
in being a “Placemat Spon-
sor” for the event can email 
the Westfield Lions Club at 
info@westfieldlions.org 
or call (317) 804-1875. For 

$50 you can get your name 
or logo on the pancake 
breakfast placemat.

For more information on 
the Miracle League of West-
field, visit miracleleagueof-
westfield.com.

Miracle
from Page 1

Band
from Page 1
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The REPORTER
More than 300 students 

representing 24 teams will 
participate in the 2023 In-
diana Bar Foundation High 
School Mock Trial State 
Finals March 11 and 12 in 
Indianapolis. 

“The expertise of our 
students, the depth of our 
teams, and the support of 
our educators, mentors, and 
school communities makes 
Indiana’s high school Mock 
Trial program among the 
best in the nation,” Foun-
dation President & CEO 
Charles Dunlap said. “In ad-
dition, sponsors, volunteers, 
and Foundation staff create 
an exceptional experience 
for our students, educators, 
and school communities.”

Teams qualified for the 
State Finals through re-
gionals held in South Bend, 
Evansville, Hammond, and 
Indianapolis.  

Locally, four high school 
teams from Hamilton Coun-
ty will compete this week-
end:

• Carmel High School, 
The Understudies

• Fishers High School, 
Bullet Proof

• Hamilton Southeastern 
High School, Foul Play

• Hamilton Southeastern 
High School, Killer Act 

Mock Trial introduc-
es Indiana students to the 
legal system and the judi-
cial branch of government. 
Through Mock Trial, stu-
dents gain a deeper under-
standing and appreciation of 
the American courts.

Taking the roles of at-
torneys and witnesses, 
students take an in-depth, 
hands-on learning and ap-
preciation of our society’s 
approach to dispute reso-
lution and justice. Students 
take case background infor-
mation and witness state-
ments and apply it to the 
law. They craft arguments, 
support it through testimo-
ny and physical evidence, 
and present it to a panel of 
attorneys, judges, and com-
munity members who eval-
uate their arguments and 
presentations.

Each year, the Founda-
tion creates a fictionalized 
case for trial arguments, 
alternating annually be-
tween civil and criminal 
cases. This year, teams are 
arguing State of Indiana v. 
Sam Barrett, where Barrett 
is charged with murder and 
a lesser included charge of 
reckless homicide.

A celebration of the arts 
and drama has truly turned 
dramatic. Madison Fields 
has written and is now di-
recting a new play, Fron-
tier, as their newest, most 
exciting, and most complex 
story. The drama doesn’t 
just take place in the pages 
of the script. Actors Sam 
Barrett and Edward Tif-
fin have a history of being 
frenemies and fighting over 
roles in different produc-

tions they’ve been in. Other 
actors Tony/Toni Gonzalez 
and Jonathan Jennings also 
join the production.

As the play becomes 
more costly, more complex, 
and closer to the time of the 
premier, things really start 
to get heated and confused. 
Taylor Rudzinski, assistant 
director of props and cos-
tumes, has concerns with 
the weapons in the play, 
both the access to firearms 
and the swords being used 
as well as the training the 

actors are getting in prepa-
ration for the production.

In the final dress rehears-
al, going through a scene 
where the characters try to 
shoot at apparitions of char-
acters, things go wrong. One 
of the guns used for the gun 
fight was loaded with a real 
bullet instead of a blank. 

In the chaos of the 
shootout, Jonathan Jennings 
was shot and killed. Investi-
gations followed by both lo-
cal police detective Peyton 
Haskins and independent 

investigator Danny/Danni 
Nakashima. With the infor-
mation at hand, local pros-
ecutors have found means, 
motive, and opportunity to 
charge Sam Barrett.

* * *
The State Finals will be 

held at the Community Jus-
tice Campus in Indianapo-
lis. Follow the Foundation 
on Twitter and Facebook for 
Mock Trial State Finals up-
dates and results. Click here 
to learn more about Mock 
Trial.
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GRAND JUNCTION PLAZA
6:00 - 8:00 PM 

MARCH 17 

Four county high school teams to 
compete at Mock Trial state finals

Letter to the Editor

Celebrating women 
committed to a free

society & equal rights
Dear Editor:
In 1981 Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) and Rep-

resentative Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.) co-sponsored 
the first joint Congressional Resolution proclaiming a 
Women’s History Week. In 1987 Congress passed Pub. 
L. 100-9 designating the month of March as Women’s 
History Month. 

Why is it important to shine a light on the need for 
equal rights and recognition for women? For many 
years the rights of women have not been recognized 
equally, and in this country, women have been able to 
vote in elections for only one hundred years. The suf-
fragists who fought long and hard to obtain that vote 
deserve to be an important part of history which is 
taught and remembered by all citizens. (Did you know 
the Wyoming Territory was the first to grant women 
the vote?)

Women’s History Month celebrates women trail-
blazers, legislators, leaders, and all who have contrib-
uted to making the United States a place for all young 
girls to strive to achieve whatever goals they set for 
themselves. The National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution honors not only those who have 
descended from the patriots of the American Revolu-
tionary War, but all women who remain committed to 
the freedoms of our democracy and equal rights for all.

In particular, this month I remember and honor my 
great-great-great-grandmother, a Cherokee woman 
called “Belle Ann” who gave up her two daughters for 
adoption when she and many families were forced to 
leave their homeland of North Carolina on the “Trail 
of Tears” – walking west for nearly 1,000 miles and 
enduring extreme weather, disease and starvation, and 
eventually costing thousands of lives. I don’t know 
what ultimately became of Belle Ann, but I know that 
her commitment to her daughters to give them up for 
adoption to a white couple ensured my ability to be 
here today. Thank you, Belle Ann for your sacrifice; 
you are a wonderful example of a mother and a leader. 

Happy Women’s History Month – Celebrate these 
worthy women who have made a difference! 

The National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution is a nonprofit, nonpolitical women’s service 
organization dedicated to preserving the memory and 
spirit of the men and women who achieved American 
independence.

Sharon McMahon
Past Regent, Historian
Chair, American Indians Committee
Horseshoe Prairie Chapter, NSDAR
Noblesville

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include 
your phone number and city of residence. The 

Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Civic Theatre to stage
Agatha Christie’s classic

Murder on the Orient Express
The REPORTER

Just after midnight, a 
snowdrift stops the Orient 
Express in its tracks. 
The luxurious 
train is surpris-
ingly full for 
the time of 
the year, but 
by the morn-
ing it is one 
passenger few-
er. An American 
tycoon lies dead in 
his compartment, stabbed 
eight times, his door locked 
from the inside.

Isolated and with a killer 
in their midst, the passen-
gers rely on detective Her-

cule Poirot to identify the 
murderer – in case he or she 
decides to strike again.

Indulge in Agatha 
Christie’s Mur-

der on the Ori-
ent Express, 
adapted for 
the stage by 
Ken Ludwig, 
at the Civic 

Theatre, 3 Car-
ter Green, Carm-

el. The play will be 
on stage March 10 to 25.

Tickets for this Agatha 
Christie classic are selling 
fast, so buy yours now at 
civictheatre.org/orient-ex-
press.

https://www.inbarfoundation.org/mock-trial/
https://tinyurl.com/yc68jphd
https://prevailinc.org/
https://www.westfieldwelcome.com/shamrock-drop
https://www.civictheatre.org/orient-express
https://www.civictheatre.org/orient-express
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Diversity Dance  
Festival

April 11th - 17th

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday March 10
Boddy Stardust & Leta
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Business Cards
Tonya Hyatt kicks off campaign 

for Westfield Clerk Treasurer
Submitted

Tonya Hyatt’s campaign 
for Westfield Clerk Treasur-
er has officially kicked off. 
With her background in fi-
nance and self-proclaimed 
unwavering commitment to 
Westfield, Hyatt says she 
leads by example.

Hyatt has more than 15 
years of experience in fi-
nance and accounting, with 
a proven history of working 
collaboratively with depart-
ments and leaders across 
large organizations. She has 
served as a Senior Financial 
Analyst and an accountant 
at large healthcare organi-

zations, where 
she excelled in 
environments ex-
periencing high 
levels of growth. 
Hyatt says her ex-
perience will al-
low her to hit the 
ground running, 
and she says she 
has a fresh ap-
proach to identifying areas 
of potential improvement 
and untapped opportunities.

“I will work respectfully 
with all City Council mem-
bers and the newly elected 
Mayor to bring balance and 
order to Westfield,” Hyatt 

said. “This is a 
critical time for 
our community. 
I’ll lead with in-
tegrity and a con-
servative approach 
to finances.”

As a com-
munity-focused 
leader, Hyatt says 
she firmly be-

lieves in giving back to the 
community she calls home. 
Currently, she serves on a 
Youth Assistance Board, 
volunteers for Hamilton 
County Tourism, and coach-
es young girls through Girls 
on the Run. She has been a 

finance committee member 
for the Boys & Girls Club, 
a volunteer for Habitat for 
Humanity, a board member 
for Arts Place, as well as 
many other volunteer roles.

Hyatt says she is excit-
ed to bring her expertise to 
Westfield. She and her fami-
ly have chosen to build a life 
because of the opportunity 
to get involved in a growing 
city with so many family-fo-
cused amenities and an out-
standing school reputation.

Hyatt and her husband 
Dave have two children who 
attend Carey Ridge Elemen-
tary School.

Hyatt

Welcome to 
The Timesheet. 
This column is 
a report of work 
done on behalf 
of the people of 
Hamilton Coun-
ty. It will be an 
informative place 
to learn about 
projects and how 
county govern-
ment works.

As a body, the Hamilton 
County Council deals with 
large volumes of informa-
tion. We are responsible for 
approving budgets, financial 
plans, and personnel finan-
cial decisions among several 
other areas. The information 
we review is often confiden-
tial. Protecting the confiden-
tial information is part of the 
job and a responsibility that 
I take seriously. This column 

will not share con-
fidential or sensi-
tive information.

As your em-
ployee, it’s im-
portant that you 
know what is 
being worked 
on and it’s just 
as important to 
be transparent in 
government. You 

hired me as your Hamil-
ton County Councilman, 
and my hope is that you’ll 
choose to be informed by 
regularly reading this col-
umn, getting involved, and 
by asking questions. Coun-
cil meetings are at 7 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of 
every month at the Judi-
cial Center in downtown 
Noblesville. They are also 
available to watch online 
for those unable to attend 

in person. Here is where 
my time this past month 
has been spent.

Month two is in the 
books. Personnel Commit-
tee meetings consisted of 
new hire approvals, com-
pensation adjustments, 
new positions, and lots of 
detailed discussions on 
benefits and county Hu-
man Resources procedures. 
Highway Committee meet-
ings included detailed re-
views of pending projects 
and approvals of funding 
for several. 

I’ve learned that the 
public meetings are a prod-
uct of hours of work behind 
the scenes. To serve well, 
one must be informed well. 
Keeping up with the read-
ing, email, helping taxpay-
ers with issues or questions, 
meeting with department 
heads, committee meetings 
and conversations with oth-
er council members all re-
quire time. 

This month, in addition 
to the County Council public 
meeting, I attended Cicero 
and Noblesville town coun-
cil meetings. I also attended 
the Indiana County Council 
Association meeting in New 
Castle. The ICCA serves as 
an educational and legisla-

tive service to county coun-
cils across Indiana. This 
session focused on council 
best practices and a compre-
hensive legislative update on 
44 bills moving through the 
statehouse that have poten-
tial impact on county gov-
ernment’s ability to provide 
services to citizens.

Unfortunately, the con-
struction climate is such 
that two bids this past 
month both exceeded bud-
geted estimates.

Frankly, it’s ugly. Gov-
ernment has strict procure-
ment guidelines so one of 
the projects must be rebid 
because the bids were too 
far beyond the project’s es-
timated budget. The second 
project could be awarded but 
it still came in millions of 
dollars over estimated costs.

This left the county in 
a trick bag. The sunk costs 
exceeded the cost overruns 
by a three-to-one margin, 
leaving the county very lit-
tle choice. We can incur the 
bigger cost, unwind the proj-
ect, and still have the traffic 
problem, or suck it up and 
find a way to cover the new 
higher project costs.

These are very tough 
choices, in part because they 
can put pressure on the bud-

get and harm our ability to 
pay for future needed proj-
ects. Let me be clear here, 
what’s happened to these two 
projects is not an unforced 
error, rather it’s a product 
of vendors having plenty of 
work and increasing their 
bids to manage their risk of 
future cost of labor increas-
es between the time they bid 
the work and the time to start 
project execution. 

This month’s work also 
included an evening shift 
ride-a-long with a sheriff’s 
deputy and learning more 
about the challenges faced by 
our police first responders.

Additionally, I had the 
privilege to spend time with 
the team at the Heart and 
Soul Clinic in Westfield, 
learning about their free 
healthcare services and tour-
ing their facility.

I spent several hours 
meeting with the county at-
torney and representatives 
from one of the consulting 
firms the county presently 
uses to finance debt. Top-
ics included debt financ-
ing, our strong AAA bond 
rating, the county tax rate, 
and how to keep it flat, as 
well as how it compares to 
the various school tax rates 
around the county.

Lastly of note this month, 
I spent time with the execu-
tives from Bastian Solutions, 
congratulating them on their 
decision to remain in Ham-
ilton County, keeping over 
600 jobs here at home. 

This is my timesheet. 
This is where my time went 
during month two. There 
are several projects in the 
queue for 2023, and while 
my job is primarily the fi-
nancial oversight of the 
county budget, it is import-
ant to understand the Board 
of Commissioners priorities 
and balance them with the 
stewardship of taxpayer 
dollars. That is the job, and 
I am excited to do the peo-
ple’s business. 

As a taxpayer myself – 
and listening to so many of 
you, my employers – it’s 
important for the taxpayers 
to have access to all the in-
formation you want. I work 
for you, and although you 
may not choose to do a deep 
dive into what your County 
Council does, it’s important 
that you always can do so.

Feel free to contact me 
at (317) 832-1104 or mark.
hall@hamiltoncounty.
in.gov with questions, feed-
back or if you would like to 
talk about county business.

MARK HALL

COLUMNIST

The Timesheet

Project cost overruns leave county with no
good options when sunk costs are too high

https://bondryconsulting.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/552022276876491
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
mailto:mark.hall%40hamiltoncounty.in.gov?subject=
mailto:mark.hall%40hamiltoncounty.in.gov?subject=
mailto:mark.hall%40hamiltoncounty.in.gov?subject=


By LARRY ADAMS
A Seat on the Aisle

“I don’t tell the truth. 
I tell what ought to be the 
truth.” – Blanche Dubois, A 
Streetcar Named Desire 

A Streetcar Named De-
sire, first performed on 
Broadway in 1947, is one of 
the most critically acclaimed 
and widely produced plays 
of the past hundred years. 
Telling the story of former 
Southern belle Blanche Du-
Bois, whose fall from social 
status and whose tenuous 
grip on reality place her in 
close quarters and perilous 
conflict with her young-
er sister and “common” 
brother-in-law, Streetcar 
has spawned innumerable 
stage productions and re-
vivals across the globe and 
inspired an impressive vari-
ety of adaptations, from the 
Academy Award winning 
1951 film to television, op-
era and even ballet.

With its current effort 
now playing at the Indy-
Fringe Basile Theatre in 
downtown Indianapolis, 
Catalyst Repertory becomes 
the latest to take on this 
classic Tennessee Williams 
drama and soars with an 
inventive and finely craft-
ed audience experience that 
would surely make the play-
wright proud.

New or rarely produced 
plays are always a bit of a 
risk for community theater, 
particularly when it comes 
time to put butts in seats; but 
tried and true staples of the 
stage like Streetcar come 
with their own set of chal-
lenges. How do you make 
a classic show your own? 
How do you deflect com-
parisons to the countless 
other productions, both am-
ateur and professional, that 
have come before? Catalyst 
Repertory claims in their 
playbill that “New is what 
we do,” but does Streetcar 
really fit that bill? I will nev-
er be able to hear Blanche 
Dubois’s iconic and pitiful 
exit line without mentally 
flashing to an episode of 
The Simpsons and its hi-
lariously inappropriate up-
beat follow-up song, “You 
Can Always Depend on the 
Kindness of Strangers!” So 
how do you create a “new” 
theatrical experience from 
something so familiar that 
even its parodies are part of 
American culture?

Director (and Catalyst 
Repertory Artistic Direc-
tor) Casey Ross has clearly 
wrestled with these ques-
tions and answered them 
with her usual creative flair, 
and it starts the moment one 
enters the theatre.

Under Ross’s direction, 
set designer Nick Kilgore 
has crafted one of the most 
impressive sets I have ever 
seen in community theater: 
a four-sided, multi-leveled, 
meticulously designed and 
executed bit of architecture 
occupying the center of the 
theater floor – truly a work 
of art on its own merit and 
worth the price of admission 
all by itself. Around it, as 
Ross explains in her “Letter 
from the Director,” “You’re 
literally seated to be look-

ing through the walls of the 
glass Kowalski home, being 
in the round – surrounding 
our cast, and trapping them 
within their story.”

Original music also 
features prominently in 
this production, setting the 
mood and subtly buttressing 
the show’s themes. Mag-
ic Thread Cabaret Artistic 
Director and show pianist 
Dustin Klein has mixed his 
own compositions with var-
ious standards to evoke a 
smoldering, mid-20th centu-
ry, New Orleans atmosphere 
which, backed by actress/
singer Courtney Wiggins’s 
stylish vocals adds anoth-
er unique dimension to the 
proceedings on the stage.

And then, of course, 
there’s the acting. Spoiler 
alert: they nail it.

Ross has predictably as-
sembled an exceptional cast 
to bring this story to life. 
Not everyone in theater gets 
to be Blanche or Stanley, of 
course, but each actor, no 
matter the size of the role, 
has clearly put in the time 
and work required to flesh 
out his or her character to 
the greatest degree possible 
while still fitting cohesively 
into the whole. Standouts 
among the more peripher-
al characters on this night 
were Audrey Stonerock 
as helpful upstairs neigh-
bor Eunice Hubbell, and 
Mitchell Wray in a brief 
but charming appearance 
as The Young Collector. In 
addition, as Blanche’s suitor 
Mitch, Brian DeHeer gives 
us an endearing and heart-
string-tugging portrayal of 
an anguished and lonely 
man who loses a love as 
quickly he found it.

The wildly talented Sara 
Castillo Dandurand abso-
lutely shines as Blanche 
Dubois, commanding the 
stage at every turn in an un-
doubtedly exhausting per-
formance. Although occa-
sionally pushing it a bit over 
the top in the first act, Dan-
durand nevertheless manag-
es to convey the character’s 
eccentricities and grandiose 
delusions with admirable re-
straint and realism, in a role 
that could otherwise easily 
devolve into Shatnerian lev-
els of overacting.

Though Blanche is 
clearly the flashiest and 
most memorable role, Stan-
ley and Stella Kowalski are 
surely the most challenging, 
nuanced, and compelling 
characters on stage. “I don’t 
believe in villains or he-
roes,” Tennessee Williams 
once wrote, “only right or 
wrong ways individuals 
have taken.” That philoso-
phy is never more evident 
than in the playwright’s por-
trayal of these two complex 
and troubled characters: 
three dimensional human 
beings with all their faults, 
strengths, dreams and moral 
ambiguities.

Fortunately, their respec-
tive actors more than rise to 
the challenge. As Stanley, 
Ian McCabe gives a pow-
erful performance as a hus-
band who is both sincerely 
loving and shockingly abu-
sive, strong and decisive yet 
fundamentally insecure. We 

are simultaneously drawn 
to him and repulsed by him, 
half-rooting for him in his 
battle against the manipula-
tive Blanche and more than 
a little uncomfortable with 
ourselves for doing so.

Similarly, Anna Himes 
masterfully portrays Stel-
la as a woman who is both 
strong and subdued, over-
shadowed but not complete-
ly overpowered by both 
a mentally unstable sister 
and an unpredictably explo-
sive husband, neither fully 
trapped in an abusive mar-
riage nor fully free. We as 
an audience are both sym-
pathetic to her plight and 
disdainful of her toleration 
of it; but she (like most of 
us, if we’re honest) has done 
the cold calculus and made 
the mental compromises she 
must to survive.

Even a production as 
finely tuned as this, how-
ever, has its imperfections, 
and I would be remiss and 
intellectually dishonest not 
to mention them here: Of 
course, a line bobble here 
and there. The occasional 
opening night slow sound 
cue. A jarringly anachro-
nistic rendition of Prince’s 
“Purple Rain,” which, even 
though heavily stylized, 
took me right out of the mo-
ment.

In addition, much as I 
admired the ambitious set 
concept, it is not completely 
realized, and it doesn’t en-
tirely work to the advantage 
of the audience. The action 
– perhaps inescapably – 
plays mainly to one side of 
the room, making the show 
virtually inaccessible to the 
opposite. Mercifully, seating 
was nixed there, but even 
in the resulting three-quar-
ters round staging, I saw a 
number of patrons on the 
far ends trying to work their 
way in toward the center at 
intermission to get a better 
view. Pushing that glorious 
centerpiece set back a few 
meters – though sacrificing 
a true theater-in-the-round 
experience – would have 
opened the play up to a 
greater percentage of the pa-
trons and likely saved some 
neck strain. My advice: get 
there early for a seat in the 
center section if you prefer 
faces over backs.

Most significantly, 
this production suffers 
to no small degree from 
its curious predilection 
for near-constant motion, 
particularly in the earlier 
scenes. Streetcar certainly 
has its moments of action, 
but in the end is intended 
to be a thoughtful piece, 
driven by character, themes 
and dialogue rather than 
relentless kinetic energy. 
Watching characters pop up 
and down out of their seats 
like a Whac-A-Mole game 
while frantically chasing 
each other around (and 

even through) invisible 
apartment walls becomes a 
bit distracting and definitely 
exhausting over the course 
of the 90-minute first act; 
some quieter and more 
stationary moments would 
make the inevitable violent 
outbursts more impactful 
and give the audience (and 
the themes of the show) 
some time to breath. This 
was less of a problem in 
the shorter second act, but 
still left me at the end of the 
evening wondering if these 
characters would perhaps 
not be in quite such desper-
ate straits had they all been 
properly medicated.

And finally, I’ll throw 
some shade on the author 
himself (and yeah, I know, 
he’s a world renowned and 
highly respected playwright, 
and I’m a part-time, amateur 
theater blogger who once 
paid extra for the Deluxe 
Edition of Attack of the Kill-
er Tomatoes):

Though Williams’s cen-
tral characters are indeed 
brilliantly fleshed-out, there 

really is not much of a char-
acter arc for any of them. 
The final curtain finds them 
all in pretty much the same, 
sad condition in which they 
began, just more damaged 
and apparently not much the 
wiser for it. At its 1947 New 
York premiere, one critic la-
belled Streetcar the product 
of “an almost desperately 
morbid turn of mind,” while 
a few years later in Lon-
don another dismissed it as 
“a messy little anecdote.” I 
can’t say I concur with ei-
ther of those assessments, 
but be warned: this is not the 
feel-good show of the year. 
It isn’t quite Crucible-level 
depressing and futile, but 
seemingly not for lack of 
trying.

Theater, for all its reli-
ance on “pretend,” is pri-
marily about truth. We see 
truth most clearly in dra-
ma, of course, but even the 
most outlandish jokes in the 
broadest comedy require at 
least a kernel of it to prop-
erly land. Truth is not “what 
ought to be,” as Blanche 

would like to believe. Truth 
is, instead, a messy busi-
ness. It’s pain, and injustice, 
and uncertainty, and loss. 
But it’s also hope, and love, 
and kindness and sympathy.

Quibbles aside, Ross 
and company have succeed-
ed in putting truth on full 
display in this production 
of A Streetcar Named De-
sire, and it’s a remarkable 
achievement by a talented 
cast and crew. We see our-
selves and others we know 
in the inhabitants of this 
cramped apartment in the 
New Orleans French Quar-
ter, and it’s not always a 
pretty sight. But it is the 
truth, and one we must face 
before we can ever aspire to 
“what ought to be.”

A Streetcar Named 
Desire continues through 
March 19 at IndyFringe 
Basile Theatre. For tick-
et information, go to 
indyfringe.org/perfor-
mance/2023-streetcar.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.
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Meeting Notices
The Carmel Historic Preserva-

tion Commission will meet at 6 
p.m. on Thursday, March 9, 2023, 
in the Caucus Room on the second 
floor of Carmel City Hall, 1 Civic 
Square, Carmel.

The Hamilton North Public 
Library Board of Trustees will 
meet in an executive session at 
6 p.m. on Thursday, March 16, 
2023, to discuss a real property 
transaction including:  (i) a pur-
chase; (ii) a lease as lessor; (iii) 
a lease as lessee; (iv) a trans-
fer; (v) an exchange; or (vi) a 
sale; by the governing body up 
to the time a contract or option 
is executed by the parties, IC 
5-14-1.5-6.1(b)2(D).  This clause 
does not affect a political sub-
division’s duty to comply with 
any other statute that governs 
the conduct of the real property 
transaction, including IC 36-1-10 
or IC 36-1-11.

The Sheridan Public Library 
Board of Trustees will meet at 6 
p.m. on Monday, March 13, 2023, in 
the Community Room of the library, 
located at 103 W. 1st St., Sheridan.

The Mt. Vernon Board of 
School Trustees will meet from 6 
to 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 9, 
2023, at the Mt. Vernon Admin-
istrative Service Center, 1806 W. 
State Road 234, Fortville.

Here is a list of all the yellow Feeding Team food pantries across Hamilton County.
For more information, go to FeedingTeam.org.

ARCADIA
Arcadia Brethren Church, 8989 E. 266th St. 
Hamilton Heights School Administration Building, 410 W. Main St.
CARMEL
Carmel Lions Club, 141 E. Main St.
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 10655 Haverstick Road
CICERO
Cicero Christian Church, 1715 Stringtown Pike
Harbour Shores Church, 8011 E. 216th St.
Indiana Academy, 24815 State Road 19
Laura Hayden’s School of Dance, 7830 E. 236th St.
The Pizza House, 11 N. Main St.
FISHERS
Christ the Savior Lutheran Church, 10500 E. 126th St. 
Christ’s Community Church, 13097 Allisonville Road 
G5 Auto Sales, 11544 Allisonville Road 
Life Church Fishers, 9820 E. 141st St.
NOBLESVILLE
American Eagle/Miller Auto Body, 16100 Allisonville Road
Chapel Church, 675 Walnut St.
Christ Lutheran Church, 10055 E. 186th St.
Deer Path HOA Community Building, 12109 Wolf Run Road
Feeding Team Headquarters, 485 Sheridan Road (State Road 38)
First Christian Church, 16377 Herriman Blvd.
First Presbyterian Church, 1194 Maple Ave.
Freedom Church, 1361 Christian Ave.
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant St.
Hamilton County Fire Fighters Local 4416, 399 S. 14th St.
IDES (International Disaster Emergency Service), 20545 Riverwood Ave.
Koteewi Park – Taylor Center of Natural History, 12308 Strawtown Ave.
Legacy Christian School, 470 Lakeview Drive
Life Church, 2200 Sheridan Road (State Road 38)
Moose Lodge, 950 Field Drive
Morse Beach FOP Lodge, 7201 E. 196th St. 
Noblesville School Admin Building, 18025 River Road 
Open Door Church, 20545 Riverwood Ave.
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, 9900 E. 191st St.
Promise Road Elementary School, 14975 Promise Road
Restoration Church, 772 N. 10th St.
Roundabout at SR 37 & Strawtown Avenue (23297 Lafayette St.)
Union United Methodist Church, 19090 Deshane Ave.
Victory Baptist Church, 2021 Cicero Road (State Road 19)
Wayne Township Volunteer Fire, 18441 E. Durbin Road
SHERIDAN 
Issachar Church, 501 E. Main St.
WESTFIELD
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 4283 E. 191st St.

Feeding Team Food Pantries

Here’s the truth: A Streetcar Named Desire brings
together talented cast  at IndyFringe Basile Theatre

Photos by Rob Slaven / Indy Ghost Light Photography
(Left) Ian McCabe as Stanley. (Center) Brian DeHeer as Mitch and Sara Castillo Dandurand as Blanche. (Right) Sara Castillo Dandurand as Blanche (left) 
in a scene with Anna Himes as Stella. See this talented cast in a streetcar Named Desire now throgh March 19 at IndyFringe Basile Theatre.
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https://indyfringe.org/performance/2023-streetcar/
https://indyfringe.org/performance/2023-streetcar/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2223/resident-companies/cso-masterworks-4/
https://feedingteam.org/
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Senator Braun: 
EPA should never 

have sent materials 
to Indiana without 

dioxin testing
The REPORTER 

U.S. Senator Mike 
Braun (R-Ind.) released a 
statement Tuesday after 
the Environmen-
tal Protection 
Agency an-
nounced ship-
ments of toxic 
materials to In-
diana would be 
paused, with the 
Indiana Depart-
ment of Environ-
mental Manage-
ment confirming 
shipments would be 
paused until testing con-
firms there are no harmful 
levels of dioxins.

Last week, Sen. Braun 
and Representative Jim 
Baird (R-Ind.-04) sent a 
letter to the ePA demand-
ing answers to several ques-
tions about the agency’s de-
cision to send this material 
to Indiana and if partisan 
politics was the only reason 
an in-progress shipment of 
materials was diverted from 
Michigan and sent back to 

East Palestine, Ohio.
Senator Braun and 

Rep. Baird called on the 
ePA to explain what test-

ing procedures 
were in place in 
East Palestine 
to test contami-
nated materials 
before they were 
transported, and 
called on EPA to 
preemptively test 
and determine if 
facilities are certi-
fied to process the 

contaminants they are being 
asked to process. The EPA 
has not responded to these 
concerns, six days later.

“The EPA never should 
have sent one ounce of this 
material into Indiana with-
out testing it for dioxins in 
the first place,” Sen. Braun 
said. “This halted shipment 
should stay halted, and the 
Biden EPA should explain 
why they started shipping 
material to Indiana instead 
of Michigan as originally 
planned.” 

Braun

AG Todd Rokita shuts down 
massive robocall operation

The REPORTER
Indiana Attorney Gen-

eral Todd Rokita this week 
obtained judgments shutting 
down a massive robocall 
operation that has blasted 
billions of illegal robocalls 
to people across the coun-
try, including in Indiana. 
In 2019 and 2020 alone, 
the defendants bombarded 
Hoosiers with more than 25 
million robocalls.

“Winning the war on 
robocallers requires con-
stantly staying on offense 
and tracking the latest 
technologies the scammers 
are using to carry out their 
schemes,” Rokita said. “We 
have pledged to do that since 
we first took office, and we 
continue to make good on 
that promise.” 

Defendants in this case 
include John Caldwell 
Spiller II and his business 

partner Jakob 
Mears, the own-
ers of Texas-based 
Rising Eagle Cap-
ital Group LLC 
and JSquared 
Telecom LLC, 
as well as Ris-
ing Eagle Capital 
Group–Cayman.

The Office of 
the Attorney General sued 
the defendants in June 2020 
alleging violations of the 
federal Telephone Consum-
er Protection Act and the 
federal Telemarketing Sales 
Rule, as well as various state 
consumer protection laws. 
The complaint alleged that 
defendants used their com-
panies to perpetrate scams 
involving extended car war-
ranties and health care ser-
vices, among other things.

The defendants also 
spoofed calls to mislead 

consumers and 
called people on 
Do Not Call lists. 
The 25 million 
Hoosiers called in 
2019 and 2020 in-
cluded more than 
13.5 million calls 
to people whose 
numbers were on 
the Do Not Call 

Registry and 5 million calls 
to Hoosiers on the Indiana 
Do Not Call List.

In achieving the success-
ful multistate settlements, 
Rokita worked with attor-
neys general in Arkansas, 
Michigan, Missouri, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, 
Ohio, and Texas.

Mears and Spiller are 
now permanently banned 
from 1) initiating or facil-
itating any robocalls, 2) 
working in or with compa-
nies that make robocalls, or 

3) engaging in any telemar-
keting.

The court also ordered 
monetary judgements to-
taling more than $244 mil-
lion for Spiller and Mears 
combined – though these 
payments will be largely 
suspended in favor of the 
permanent operational bans 
and because of their inabil-
ity to pay.

Attorney General Roki-
ta’s legal action in this mat-
ter isn’t over. The attorneys 
general are continuing their 
cases in this same litigation 
against Florida-based Scott 
Shapiro, Michael Ther-
on Smith Jr., and Health 
Advisors of America Inc. 
These defendants alleged-
ly worked with Mears and 
Spiller to make illegal rob-
ocalls targeting consumers 
who never asked to be con-
tacted by Health Advisors.

rokita

The REPORTER
The Indiana Arts Com-

mission (IAC) announced 
today a new partnership 
with the Indiana Depart-
ment of Education (IDOE) 
that aims to expand class-
room teaching through arts 
and creativity.

The Indiana Educator 
Fellowship for Creative 
Teaching was created to cel-
ebrate and support outstand-
ing educators and expand 
classroom teaching through 
creativity.

Research shows creative 
teaching strategies, also 
known as arts integration, 
improve student engage-
ment, student learning re-

tention, and student literacy 
skills. The Indiana Educa-
tor Fellowship for Creative 
Teaching supports educa-
tors with robust training, 
funding, and a community 
of experts to inspire and im-
plement creativity-centered 
innovation in the classroom.

"As a result of our pre-
vious work in arts integra-
tion, including the PACe 
program and the Arts Inte-
gration Learning Labs, we 
have seen the impact that 
arts and creativity have on 
the learning outcomes of 
young Hoosiers," said Miah 
Michaelsen, IAC Executive 
Director. “We are incredibly 
grateful for the partnership 

with the IDOE to help us 
support educators by equip-
ping them with new skills 
for their classrooms." 

If selected for the pro-
gram, Creative Teaching 
Fellows receive: 

• Two days of immersive 
training in creativity and 
connections to standards  

• Access to a fully fund-
ed in-school creative arts 
residency  

• Support from commu-

nity creative partners, ex-
perts, and professionals  

• Membership in a state-
wide community of energet-
ic, innovative, educators  

• A $1,000 honoraria  
The deadline to apply 

to be a part of the Creative 
Teaching Fellow Cohort is 
April 10, 2023. Click here 
to apply now.

Click here if you’d like 
to learn more about the pro-
gram.

Indiana Arts Commission launches program 
to integrate arts & creativity in classroom

Got a question about your
subscription to The Reporter?

Call Isaac Taylor
Page Design & Circulation Director

765.585.9519
or email Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com
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Including the Personal Property of
ROBERT E. MASON

BIDDING OPENS:
Saturday, March 4th @ 11am

SOFT CLOSE BEGINS:
Saturday, March 18th @ 6pm

FEATURING:
2008 Dodge Ram 5500ST 2-W/D Truck w/ 8’ x 14’ Flat Bed Cummins 6.7L Turbo Diesel  (Odometer Reads 
193,008) • 2018 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT 4x4 Truck Cummins 6.7 L Turbo Diesel Truck (Odometer Reads 
64,274) (Not Actual/Rebuilt Vehicle Title) • 2020 Carry-On 10’ x 65” Utility Trailer • 1990 Ranger Martini 
21-E Runabout Boat & 1990 Ranger Trail 1-Axle Trailer • COINS, Household & Furniture • Antiques & 
Collectibles • Ammo, Toys, Hot Wheels • Advertising, Breweriana • Electronics • Racing & Riding Saddles 
and Horse Tack • Vtg. Galv. CBQ Railroad Water Cooler w/ Heater Stand • Antique Gas Boy Gas Pump • 
Antique Child’s Barber Chair • Lots of Hand Tools, Power Tools, Primitives • Lincoln Idealarc 250 Welder     
• Toolboxes, Socket Sets, Box Lots • Shelving, Lawn & Garden Tools • 2014 JD Z970R Zero-Turn Riding 
Mower w/ 519 Hours • Cub Cadet 3X 28” HD Snow Blower • Simplicity 520E Snow Blower • ... MORE ...

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms
and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW DAY:
Wednesday, March 15th Noon - 6pm

Pick-Up Two Days Only:
Monday & Tuesday, March 20th & 21st from Noon - 6pm

Cripe’s Auction Service
3247 E. State Road 28

Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE PUBLIC AUCTION

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include 
your phone number and city of residence. The 

Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Letter to the Editor

Donate to DNR to help 
“non-game species”
Dear Editor:
The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has 

only one program that focuses on non-game wildlife 
and rare and endangered species. “Non-game species” 
make up the vast majority in wildlife in Indiana.

Most of the funds raised for the fund last year came 
from contributions by taxpayers that chose to donate 
part of their refund on their annual state income tax 
return. Those donations are then matched by federal 
grants.

The bald eagle reintroduction has been so success-
ful that the DNR quit doing its annual surveys. Osprey 
and peregrine falcon populations are growing steadily, 
and the river otter restoration has been so successful 
that otters are now found in almost every county. 

The DNR Wildlife Diversity Section has more pro-
grams in place to help and study bats, reptiles and am-
phibians, fish, mussels, and more. This can only contin-
ue if the funding is available.

Look for the eagle logo on your tax form to donate 
to the Nongame Fund or send them a check outright. 
The federal government will match $9 for every $5 do-
nated to the program. 

Send donations to Indiana Non-game Wildlife 
Fund, 402 W. Washington St., W273, Indianapolis, IN 
46204. For more information on the Wildlife Diver-
sity Section, go to in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/non-
game-and-endangered-wildlife.

You can make a difference.
Jim Sweeney
Schererville, Ind.

Graphic provided by American Structurepoint / City of Noblesville
As part of the Reimagine Pleasant Street project, various road closures will be coming soon leading 
up to the closure of 8th and Pleasant streets in Noblesville. The official detour route may be used 
during the entirety of the closure, which is anticipated to last throughout the 2023 construction 
season. The detour route was designed to remain consistent during the various road closures 
during the 2023 construction season. The Riverwalk Trail is currently closed from Division Street 
to Vine Street to construct the connection to the Midland Trace Trail and a pedestrian tunnel 
underneath the new Pleasant Street. This section of the trail is anticipated to be closed until 
November 2024. Click here to stay up to date on the Reimagine Pleasant Street project.

Reimagine Pleasant Street update
Various road & trail closures throughout 2023 & 2024

The REPORTER
A new option for 

high-quality, convenient 
meals on the go or delivered 
to your door is now open in 
Hamilton County.

California-based Kitch-
en United has opened two 
Mix Food Hall locations 
inside Kroger stores at 1217 
S. Range Line Road, Carm-
el, and at 9799 E. 116th St., 
Fishers. Both locations are 
open daily from 10 a.m. to 
9 p.m.

Grand opening events 
will kick off Friday, March 
10, when Kroger and Kitch-
en United join local com-
munity leaders for ribbon 
cutting ceremonies at 10:30 
a.m. (Fishers) and 12:30 
p.m. (Carmel). Representa-
tives from the Good Samar-
itan Network will be present 
in Fishers, and from Ham-
ilton County Harvest Food 
Bank in Carmel.

Kroger and Kitchen 
United will present $1,000 
Kroger gift cards to Good 
Samaritan Network and 
Hamilton County Harvest 
Food Bank as part of Kro-
ger’s Zero hunger | Zero 
Waste social impact plan. 
This plan aims to drive 
positive impacts for people 
and the planet by increasing 
access to fresh, affordable 
food; advancing sustainabil-
ity by reducing emissions 
and food waste; changing 
systems through strategic 
philanthropy; and catalyz-
ing innovation.

The celebration will 
continue with two giveaway 
events: the first at 10 a.m. on 
March 11 in Carmel and the 
second at 3 p.m. on March 
13 in Fishers, with prizes to-

taling $70,000. The first 100 
adult guests in line at each 
event will win “Mix Meals 
for a Year,” a package that 
includes 12 Mix Food Hall 
gift cards valued at $25 each 
and a $50 Kroger gift card.

Both Mix Food Hall 
locations offer a selection 
from these national restau-
rant brands:

• Firehouse Subs – Hot 
specialty subs prepared 
with meats and cheeses, on 
toasted sub rolls, and served 
"fully Involved" with vege-
tables and condiments.

• Nathan’s Famous 
– An American tradition 
serving New York favorites, 
from its world-famous hot 
dogs to its burgers and fries 
for more than 100 years. 

• Nékter Juice Bar – 
Freshly made smoothies 
and açaí bowls made to or-
der without hidden filler, un-
necessary sugars, processed 
ingredients and artificial 
flavors.

• Saladworks – Freshly 
made salads with ingredi-
ents chopped fresh all day, 
every day. Also serving 
paninis.

• Wow Bao – Asian-in-
spired street food including 
bao, pan-seared potstickers, 
steamed dumplings and rice 
bowls.

The Carmel and Fishers 
Mix Food Hall locations 
are the first two in Indiana, 
bringing the company to a 
total of 17 locations in Ari-
zona, California, Illinois, In-
diana, New York, Ohio, and 
Texas.

To learn more about 
Kitchen United and Mix 
Food Hall, visit Mix-
FoodHall.com.

Two grand openings 
this Friday for new Mix 
Food Halls in Carmel 

& Fishers Kroger stores
First 100 guests can win “Mix Meals 

for a Year” and a $50 Kroger gift card

Hamilton County 
Reporter
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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

St. Patrick’s Day Express 
Adult only- Friday, March 17th  

5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Jam to bagpipers and Irish tunes while 

enjoying an evening on the rails
Family friendly rides 

Saturday, March 18th 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.  
While on board hear Irish music and maybe 

catch a glimpse of a live leprechaun

March 17 - 18

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Easter Express
A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is 

pretty sure they are somewhere on the train! 
Come share in a little rail adventure as you 

roll through the countryside to see the trees in 
bloom while enjoying a snack and a springtime 

story. Family Rides that last 65 minutes and 
include the train ride and on-board story, a 

special signature drink and cookie.

April 1, 2 & 8

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Bourbon Tasting & BBQ
All aboard for a bourbon tasting and BBQ 

meal! Ride the rails while sipping on samples 
from 3 bourbons during a 2-hour cruise. 

Ticket includes 3 bourbon samples and a BBQ 
dinner from Jefferson Street BBQ. Cocktails 

and beverages available for purchase on board. 
This ride is a 21+ only ride.

Saturday, April 22

 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

MARCH
young Professionals Coffee & Networking

Tuesday, March 14, 8 to 9 a.m.
Location: The Bridgewater Club

Mental health First Aid Traning
Wednesday, March 15, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: Hamilton County Community Foundation

March Chamber Luncheon
Thursday, March 16, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Topic: Westfield Washington Schools Innovation Club

Noblesville/Westfield Legislative Coffee
Friday, March 17, 7:30 to 9 a.m.

Topic: State Representatives

young Professionals happy hour
Tuesday, March 28, 5 to 7 p.m.

Location: Field Brewing

March Chamber Coffee
Thursday, March 30, 8 to 9 a.m.

Westfield Chamber 
Calendar of Events

Great, here come the
invasive jumping worms
By JASON RONIMOUS
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Remember the murder 
hornets? Well, now make 
way for the invasive jump-
ing worms. 

Purdue educators are let-
ting landowners and garden-
ers know about an invasive 
species of earthworms that 
is wreaking havoc in south-
ern Indiana.

“Traditionally, when 
we see earthworms, they 
are deep in the ground and 
a little slimy,” said Robert 
Bruner, Purdue Extension’s 
exotic forest pest specialist. 
“The jumping worms are 
a little bit bigger, kind of 
dry and scaly, and tend to 
thrash around much like a 
snake does.”

While earthworms in the 
springtime are a welcome 
sight for gardeners, this spe-
cies consumes all organic 
material from the top layer 
of soil. They leave behind 
a coffee ground-like waste 
with no nutrients for plants 
or seeds.

Jumping worms also 
stay within the first few 
inches of topsoil, so they 

do not create channels for 
water and air the way earth-
worms do, disrupting the 
flow to plant roots. 

“So basically, they’re 
just very nasty pests that ruin 
the quality of our soil, and 
the only thing that can real-
ly grow in soil like that are 
essentially invasive plants, 
or species that are meant to 
survive really harsh condi-
tions,” Bruner said.

Bruner said the worms 
are being found in cities 
around southern Indiana, 
particularly in Terre Haute. 

The worms don’t seem 
to be a migrating species, so 
they move almost entirely 
through human activity.

“They don’t crawl su-
perfast,” Bruner explained, 
“so when they move, that 
means they’re moving be-
cause we’re transferring 
soil, say from someone’s 
plants or someone’s com-
post and we’re bringing 
them to a new area.” 

Bruner is working with 
fellow Purdue Extension 
educators to spread the 
message that gardeners 
should not share ground 
soil or compost and avoid 

potted plants from un-
known sources.

If you suspect jumping 
worms are present in your 
own soil, Bruner suggests a 
process called solarizing to 
eliminate unwanted pests. 
Gardeners should lay down 
a black or dark-toned tarp 
on a sunny day and sprinkle 
a thin layer of soil on top, 
allowing it to reach a tem-
perature over 105 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Bruner cautions that 
jumping worms can escape 
during the solarizing pro-
cess, “so you need to com-
pletely wrap the soil up in 
the tarp, essentially making 
the world’s worst sandwich, 
and allow it to heat up and 
kill whatever is in there.”

Bruner said whether the 
worms will create a major 
issue for gardeners this sea-
son remains to be seen, but 
he isn’t as concerned for 
farmers.

“It’s a bit of a nightmare 
pest if you do gardening, but 
we don’t have evidence yet 
that it will spread into agri-
cultural fields,” he said. “We 
don’t think it’s going to kill 
any kind of industry. We’re 

asking people to be on the 
lookout and use your best 
judgment when you’re get-
ting your soil.” 

Any invasive species 
sightings should be report-
ed to the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
at depp@dnr.in.gov or by 
calling 1-866-663-9684.

Photo provided by
Purdue Agricultural Communications

The REPORTER
Ivy Tech Community 

College announced on Tues-
day that Chief Financial Offi-
cer and Senior Vice President 
of Business Affairs Domi-
nick Chase was appointed 
by Governor Eric Holcomb 
to serve on the Governor’s 
Council for People with Dis-
abilities (GCPD) for the next 
two years.  

Chase will join other 
board members of the GCPD, 
who are committed to serv-
ing people with developmen-
tal and other disabilities in 
Indiana through strategically 
funding grants, influencing 
public policy and training 
people with disabilities and 
their families to more effec-

tively communicate and ad-
vocate for themselves 
and their commu-
nities. 

“Dom has 
truly redefined 
what excellence 
in leadership 
looks like both 
in the world of 
higher education 
and now through inten-
tional, high-impact board 
service,” Ivy Tech Presi-
dent, Dr. Sue Ellspermann 
said. “We are incredibly 
proud of his contributions 
to the College and our state 
and look forward to seeing 
what he will accomplish 
to elevate people with dis-
abilities in communities 

across Indiana.” 
Since joining the 

College, Chase has 
directed the ex-
peditious distri-
bution of Higher 
Education Emer-

gency Relief funds 
to support both 

emergency needs 
of the institution 

and students. He focused 
the use of these funds to dra-
matically reduce the price of 
textbooks and other learning 
materials for students.

“I am deeply honored 
to serve on the Governor’s 
Council for People with 
Disabilities,” Chase said. 
“I look forward to working 
with the council on innova-

tive and inclusive solutions 
that eliminate barriers and 
improve the lives of our fel-
low Hoosiers.”

Chase previously served 
as chief financial officer of 
the Indiana Commission for 
Higher Education, where 
he oversaw finance, human 
resources, information tech-
nology, and financial aid dis-
tribution. He holds a Master 
of Business Administration 
from Butler University with 
a concentration in finance 
and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics from Indiana 
University. 

Click here to learn more 
about the Governor’s Coun-
cil for People with Disabil-
ities.

Chase

Ivy Tech’s Chief Financial Officer appointed to 
Governor’s Council for People with Disabilities

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/march-yp-coffee-and-networking-812448
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/mental-health-first-aid-training-814687
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/march-chamber-luncheon-813428
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/noblesville-westfield-legislative-coffee-state-representatives-813545
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/march-yp-happy-hour-812596
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/march-coffee-with-the-chamber-812772
https://www.wishtv.com/news/great-here-come-the-invasive-jumping-worms/
mailto:depp%40dnr.in.gov?subject=
https://www.in.gov/gcpd/
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Today’s BiBLE REading
Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his 

angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon 
and his angels fought back. But he was not strong 
enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The 
great dragon was hurled down—that ancient 
serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the 
whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, 
and his angels with him.

Revelation 12:7-9 (NIV)
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REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

Stately and well maintained brick 2-story,  
2.24 acres with wooded backyard. 3 BR, 3 full  

and 2 1/2 baths, huge finished basement, 
3-car garage, screened porch, access to lake. 

BLC#21896185

26 Forest Bay Lane
Cicero • $695,000 

THE

REALTORS®

Pristine home situated in the heart of North 
Harbour on over half an acre (.65). Features include 

4 BR, 2.5 BA and a stunning 22x15 sunroom. 
Lovely view of Harbour Trees Golf Course #7 

across the street. BLC#21893242

 1999 N Harbour Drive
Noblesville • $379,900

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com
Over 3,000 square feet of living space in this 

beautiful home in Cherry Tree Meadows featuring 
 4 BR/2.5 BA office and loft. LVP Hardwoods on  
main level, fenced backyard with large deck.  

New roof! BLC#21902247

7123 Burlat Lane
Noblesville • $359,900 

PENDING

As Spring approaches 
the housing market 

is warming up!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Charming 4 BR, 2.5 BA home is in popular Potters 
Woods. Hardwood throughout main level, family room 
with fireplace, kitchen with center island, new granite, 
finished basement, fenced parklike backyard, 3-car 

garage and so much more. BLC#21905032

19344 Morrison Way
Noblesville • $434,900
NEW LISTING/PENDING

donna Mae anderson
december 28, 1925 – March 2, 2023

Donna Mae Anderson, 97, passed away peacefully on 
Thursday morning, March 2, 2023, at 
Five Star Residences of Noblesville. 
She was born in Lebanon, Ind., on De-
cember 28, 1925, the daughter of the 
late Paul Anderson Hedge and Effie 
Lena (Harshbarger) Hedge.

Donna enjoyed her life on the farm 
with her brothers and sisters. She had 
worked at Winklers and Honan Crane 
during WWII.

On August 2, 1947, she was united in marriage to James 
David Anderson at the Browns Wonder Church in Lebanon. 
They were married for 65 years and had raised their four chil-
dren together before his passing on October 24, 2012. Togeth-
er, they worked, traveled the world, and played a lot of golf.

Donna is survived by her children, Diana (Michael) 
Gibbs of Cicero, Phillip (Marilyn) Anderson of Medina, 
Ohio, and Doyle (Tricia) Anderson of Litchfield, Ohio; 
grandchildren, Paul (Tammy) Gibbs of Norman, Okla., An-
drew (Jackie) Gibbs of Westchester, Ohio, Shawna (Kevin) 
Busta of Lakeview, Ohio, and Michelle (Javier) Beorlegui 
of Bradenton, Fla.; great-grandchildren, Dustin (Rachel) 
Gibbs, Christopher Gibbs, Ashton Gibbs, Blake Gibbs, 
Brinkley Beorlegui, and Borden Beorlegui; brothers, Rob-
ert (Ella) Hedge and Larry (Judy) Hedge; sisters, Betty 
Kouns, Barbara Tanselle, and Patty Golladay.

In addition to her parents and her husband, Donna was 
preceded in death by a son, David P. Anderson; grandson, 
Aaron Anderson; brother, Eugene Hedge; and sisters, Mary 
Jane Hedge, Lois Sharp, and Pauline Terrill.

Memorial Services are planned for August 2, 2023, with 
inurnment following at Browns Wonder Cemetery in Leb-
anon. Services times will be announced closer to the date. 
Myers Mortuary and Boone County Crematory have been 
entrusted with her arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed in her 
memory to Boone County Senior Services, 515 Crown 
Pointe Drive, Lebanon, IN 46052.

Online condolences: myersmortuary.com

Bruce Eugene deakyne
october 19, 1944 – March 3, 2023

Bruce Eugene Deakyne of Cicero passed away at the 
age of 78 on March 3, 2023, surround-
ed by his loving family. 

He was born October 19, 1944, in 
Indianapolis to the late James B. and 
Martha L. Deakyne.

Bruce served in the Air Force 
during Vietnam. He retired after 49 
years from General Motors. He was a 
member of the American Legion in Ci-
cero and the UAW. He loved his Cor-

vettes and Colts football.
He was preceded in death by his parents, James and 

Martha; and his son, Hank Deakyne.
He is survived by the love of his life for over 31 years 

Patia Waggoner and several cousins.
Private services are being held.
To leave a memory for the family, visit FlannerBu-

chanan.com.

stefanie nichole Palich (sullivan)
June 10, 1982 – March 4, 2023

Stefanie Nichole Palich (Sullivan), 40, of Noblesville 
was called home by her Lord and Sav-
ior on March 4, 2023. 

Stefanie, born to Carol and Stonnie 
Sullivan, took her first breath on June 
10, 1982, in Indianapolis. She was a 
force to be reckoned with from the get-
go. She was an accomplished varsity 
swimmer at Lawrence Central High 
School, where she graduated in 2000. 
As a collegiate at Purdue University, 

Stefanie balanced full-time employment, classroom work, 
and an officer position within her sorority, Alpha Phi. She 
studied Biochemistry at Purdue until 2004 when she mar-
ried and began her family.

Stefanie, for nearly all her working life, pursued jobs 
that allowed her love for serving others to shine through. 
She worked in the hospitality industry, where her customers 
always became friends and regulars. Her longest tenure was 
at Starbucks, where she ultimately managed some of the 
most profitable and busy stores in the Midwest. She had 
an incredible work ethic and was considered an asset by 
all who worked alongside her. She also served faithfully at 
Grace Church in Noblesville, volunteering in the children’s 
ministries and addiction treatment ministries, which includ-
ed a prison ministry. 

Her greatest joy and most rewarding job was raising her 
five beautiful daughters, Audrey (15), Caroline (14), Hal-
lie (12), Abigail (9), and Sofia (7). Stefanie ultimately left 
the workforce to dedicate her time and talents to homes-
chooling the girls and seeing to their every need. One of 
her greatest ‘mom moments’ was organizing and executing 
a cross country trip with her girls and mother to learn about 
the United States’ monuments, parks, and sights. 

Raising five children left very little free time, but Ste-
fanie could be found training and competing in endurance 
competitions, including half Iron Man triathlons and mara-
thons. She also summitted Mount Kilimanjaro and got to go 
on a safari. As with everything in life, she lived life to the 
fullest and pushed herself beyond the limits of an average 
person. She was incredible!

Stefanie is survived by her mother, Carol Sullivan; and 
father, Stonnie Sullivan, and his wife, Kathy; her five girls; 
and her many friends that considered her a sister and loved 
one. She is mourned greatly by all who knew her.

A celebration of life will be held at Grace Church, No-
blesville, at a time to be determined. A private, graveside 
service will be held for immediate family. Arrangements 
will be handled by Indiana Funeral Care.

James Martin Richert
July 14, 1947 – March 5, 2023

James Martin Richert, 75, Carmel, passed away on Sun-
day, March 5, 2023, at his home with 
his family by his side. He was born on 
July 14, 1947, to Howard and Cather-
ine (Horner) Richert in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Jim proudly served his country 
in the United States Army during the 
Vietnam War and worked as an en-
gineer for Liberty Mutual. He was a 
member of St. Maria Goretti Catholic 
Church and the Knights of Columbus 
where he enjoyed helping with the fish 
fries. Jim volunteered at Our Lady of 
Grace Catholic Church with Grace 
Meals. He enjoyed camping and trav-
eling with his family, especially to 

Alaska, Hawaii, and National Parks. Jim also enjoyed play-
ing cards with friends.

He is survived by his wife, Sandra Richert, whom he 
married on March 28, 1968; daughters, Lisa (Jeff) Boyl 
and Renee (Charlie) Foushi; grandchildren, Zachary Full-
er, Kaleb Boyl, and Mark Fuller; and his sister, June (Joe) 
Fischerkeller.

In addition to his parents, Jim was preceded in death by 
his brothers, David Richert and Thomas Richert.

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. on Friday, March 
10, 2023, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 West-
field Road, Noblesville. An additional visitation will be 
held from noon to 1 p.m., with services at 1 p.m., on Satur-
day, March 11, 2023 at St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, 
17102 Spring Mill Road, Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to Good News Ministries, 2716 E. Washington St., India-
napolis, IN 46201 (goodnewsministries.com).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Joseph R. schreiner
september 27, 1958 – February 28, 2023

Joseph R. Schreiner, 64, Noblesville, passed away Feb-
ruary 28, 2023, after a long battle with 
cancer. He was born in Houston, Texas, 
to Joseph Balson and Kathleen (Craig) 
Schreiner on Sept. 27, 1958.

Joseph’s life-long passion was 
music. His knowledge and ambition 
in that realm led to many years on the 
road playing for crowds across the 
United States. His life on stage led him 
to meeting the love of his life, LeAnn, 

marriage, and eventually to having their son, Jacob. 
His focus turning to family, Joseph strived endlessly to 

be the best husband and father possible. The type to never 
miss his son’s baseball games, or support his loved ones, 
his priorities were never in question. His second career led 
him into insurance where he owned and operated Hunter 
Insurance of Sheridan for nearly 20 years. An early retire-
ment led to him enjoying the peacefulness of rural Indiana 
for the last several years. 

He is survived by his wife and son, as well as broth-
er Mike Schreiner; sisters Jeanette Vanausdall and Donna 
Pauley; and mother-in-law Sandra Shook. He was preceded 
in death by his mother and father; stepfather Donald Sch-
reiner; and father-in-law Robert Shook.  

The Schreiner Family has entrusted Randall & Roberts 
Funeral Home with Joseph’s care.

Condolences: randallroberts.com
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.comRobinson

REALTOR®/BROKER/SRES

Talk
To

Want to build your dream home? Thinking 
about a land investment? What about  

a barndominium? Talk to Dani! 

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

4822 PLANTATION ST, ANDERSON800 S. PENDLETON

0 S CO RD 1000 W, ANDERSON

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

SOLD!

NEW PRICE $11,500

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

INdIANAPoLIS – The 
Guerin Catholic boys bas-
ketball team began the week 
as sectional champions.

The Golden Eagles fin-
ished up play at Class 3A 
Sectional 27 at Shortridge 
Monday with a convincing 
win over Bishop Chatard 53-
41. With the victory, Guerin 
Catholic claimed its second 
sectional title in three years 
and its sixth overall in pro-
gram history. 

It was a nice conclu-
sion to a sectional that was 
pushed back due to a Fri-
day night leak towards the 
end of the Golden Eagles’ 
semi-final win over Brebeuf 
Jesuit. Guerin Catholic had 
to come back the next night 
to finish the game, then took 
care of business on Monday.

“We handled it as best 
as we possibly could,” said 
GC senior Kamea Chandler. 
“We got in the gym early 
Saturday morning. Every-
one did their part. We prac-
ticed certain things that we 
had to do. We accomplished 
that. Having a day off yester-
day, that was a little weird.”

But Chandler said the 
team got itself mentally pre-
pared, and everything went 
smoothly.

“Everyone was locked 
in and ready to go,” said 
Chandler. “We knew we 
were going to win the game 
from the tip.”

The Trojans gave Guer-
in Catholic some resistance 
during the start of the game, 
taking a 4-0 lead. The Gold-
en Eagles were denied their 
first basket until the 4:02 

mark of the first quarter, 
when Robert Sorensen hit a 
3-pointer.

That triple was the be-
ginning of a 10-0 run for 
Guerin. Dylan Murans made 
two free throws, followed 
by a floater from Sorensen 
and a long 3 by Lucas Park-
er. The Golden Eagles now 
had a 10-4 lead, and never 
trailed again.

“Chatard had our num-
ber earlier on in the season,” 
said GC coach Bobby Allen. 
“They outplayed us in the 
second half. And that was 
written all over our board 
that we were not going to 

get out-toughed tonight.”
Chatard kept things 

close for most of the game, 
but someone from Guerin 
Catholic was always able 
to step up when necessary. 
Chandler took over at the 
end of the second quarter, 
with seven points to turn 
a 14-13 lead into a 21-15 
advantage at the halftime 
buzzer, including a 3 to-
wards the end of the half.

“Our defense was great,” 
said Sorensen. “Holding 
them to 15 points in the first 
half is what we like. That’s 
where we win champion-
ships, defense, and we did 
that tonight.”

Chandler opened the 
second half with a fadeaway, 
and GC led 23-15. Chatard 
came back with an 8-0 run 
to tie the game; Robert Da-
vidson poured in six straight 
points, then freshman Ethan 
Roseman scored off a steal.

Parker threw in his sec-
ond 3 of the game to end the 
run, but the Trojans tied it up 
again at 26-26. After a quick 
timeout, Sorensen got his 
turn: He scored six points 
during those last minutes of 
the period, and Guerin Cath-
olic led 32-28 going into the 
fourth.

“Everyone did their 
job,” said Chandler. “Every-
one stepped up at different 
moments.”

The Golden Eagles be-

gan the closing quarter with 
eight straight points, four 
each from Ty Sanders and 
Sorensen. That put Guer-
in ahead by double digits 
for the first time, at 40-28. 
Chatard made one last run, 
getting five straight free 
throws (three from Lewis 
and two from Davidson) to 
stay within 42-37 with 1:48 
left.

“It was one of those 
games that even though we 
were up eight to 10 at the 
end, it still didn’t feel like 
it was comfortable yet,” 
said Allen. “But finally, we 

grabbed it. We did what we 
had to do in the end. I’m 
just so proud of our guys, 
man, because we went up 
and down all year, played 
a tough schedule and it 
worked out the right way.”

Sanders stopped that 
possible run with a layin, 
after which Davidson hit 
two more free throws. But 
the Golden Eagles would 
let Chatard get no closer. An 
8-0 run clinched the game 
and gave Guerin Catholic a 
sectional trophy, plus a tick-
et to the regional.

Sorensen scored 19 

points to lead GC’s scoring, 
with Chandler and Park-
er both adding 11 points. 
Chandler also dished out 
seven assists, with Jack 
Cherry handing out five. 
Sanders led the rebounding 
with eight, while Sorensen 
collected seven and Bryson 
Cardinal pulled five.

The Golden Eagles im-
proved to 17-8 with the win; 
Guerin Catholic is presently 
on a five-game win streak. 
Next up for GC is the Leba-
non regional, where it plays 
Danville for the Regional 13 
championship at 1 p.m.

GUERIN CATHOLIC 53,
BISHOP CHATARD 41

Guerin Catholic FG FT TP PF
Jack Cherry 0-1 1-2 1 3
Robert Sorensen 4-9 9-13 19 4
Kamea Chandler 5-11 0-0 11 2
Dylan Murans 0-5 2-2 2 2
Bryson Cardinal 1-3 0-0 2 4
Lucas Parker 3-7 3-4 11 1
Ty Sanders 2-2 3-6 7 2
Andy Caron 0-0 0-0 0 0
Malcolm Houze 0-0 0-0 0 0
Josh Holba 0-0 0-0 0 0
Kyle Shadoan 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 15-38 18-27 53 18

Score by Quarters
Guerin Catholic 12 9 11 21 – 53
Bishop Chatard 7 8 13 13 – 41
Guerin Catholic 3-point shooting (5-13) Sorensen 2-5, Parker 
2-4, Chandler 1-3, Cherry 0-1.
Guerin Catholic rebounds (33) Sanders 8, Sorensen 7, Cardinal 
5, Murans 4, Chandler 3, Cherry 2, Parker 2, team 2.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
The Guerin Catholic boys basketball team won its second sectional title in three years Monday by beating Bishop Chatard 53-41 
in the Sectional 27 final at Shortridge. The Golden Eagles will now play Saturday at the Lebanon regional.

Reporter photo by Kirk Green
Kamea Chandler scored 11 points for the Golden Eagles and handed out seven assists.

Basketball

Golden Eagles soar to sectional title
Guerin Catholic will play Danville for Regional 13 championship
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Saturday, March 11, Boys Basketball Regionals
4:00 pm Class 4A Regional 3 at Logansport
Ft Wayne Wayne vs Noblesville | HCTV Sports 
      Watch Regionals only at www.IHSAAtv.org 
    Direct link to the games at www.HCTV1.com
***Games are available on Roku, Amazon Fire & Apple TV with IHSAAtv app***

Sunday March 12Sunday March 12, Hamilton County 8th grade Basketball Showcase
5:00 pm 8th Grade Girls All-stars | HCTV Sports
6:00 pm 8th Grade Boys All-stars | HCTV Sports

Monday March 13, Boys Lacrosse
8:00 pm Avon vs Noblesville | Varsity Lacrosse | HCTV Sports

Baseball & Softball games on Hamilton County TV  begins  in April
....Check our schedule for upcoming broadcasts

Upcoming Broadcasts

Wednesday, March 8
BOYS LACROSSE

Guerin Catholic at Fishers, 6 p.m.
Center Grove at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 9
BOYS LACROSSE

Westfield at Heritage Christian, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS LACROSSE

Fishers at Carmel, 7 p.m.
Noblesville at Guerin Catholic, 7:30 p.m.

TRACK AND FIELD
Hamilton Heights at West Lafayette,

5 p.m. (Indoor meet)

Friday, March 10
BOYS LACROSSE

Fishers at Brebeuf Jesuit, 6 p.m.
TRACK AND FIELD

Hoosier Crossroads Conference indoor meet,
7 p.m. at DePauw

Saturday, March 11
BOYS BASKETBALL REGIONALS

At Lebanon
Guerin Catholic vs. Danville, 1 p.m.

At Logansport
Noblesville vs. Fort Wayne Wayne, 4 p.m.

BOYS LACROSSE
Northridge at Westfield, 11 a.m.

South Oldham (Ky.) at Hamilton Southeastern, noon
Evansville Memorial at Guerin Catholic, 1 p.m.

Louisville St. Xavier at Carmel, 2 p.m.
Northridge at Noblesville, 3:30 p.m.

South Bend St. Joseph at Hamilton Southeastern, TBA
GIRLS LACROSSE

Guerin Catholic at Louisville Sacred Heart, 11:30 a.m.
Guerin Catholic at Louisville Dupont Manual, 3 p.m.

TRACK AND FIELD
Carmel, Hamilton Heights at HSR Qualifier, 10 a.m. at 

Indiana Wesleyan
University at Maverick HSR Indoor Qualifier, 10 a.m. at 

Lambert Fieldhouse
Guerin Catholic Golden Eagle Relays, 1 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Carmel Invitational, 8 a.m.

Westfield at McCutcheon, 11 a.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Cathedral Tournament, 1:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Regional 
rounds are set
The REPORTER

Last Friday’s rain and 
snow had postponed sever-
al sectional championship 
games to Monday, but all 
the games were able to be 
played that night, and set 
up Saturday’s regional con-
tests.

Here is a list of the teams 

slated to play in the Class 
4A and Class 3A regionals 
across the state, from the 
IHSAA’s website. All times 
are Eastern. The regional 
champions will advance to 
the March 18 semi-states, 
with the pairings to be an-
nounced on Sunday at 1 
p.m. on ihsaatv.org.

CLASS 4A
At Michigan City

Regional 1: Chesterton vs. Penn, 2 p.m.
Regional 2: Hammond Central vs. Mishawaka, 5 p.m.

At Logansport
regional 3: Fort Wayne Wayne vs. Noblesville, 4 p.m.
Regional 4: Kokomo vs. Fort Wayne North Side, 7 p.m.

At Southport
Regional 5: New Palestine vs. Brownsburg, 1 p.m.

Regional 6: Cathedral vs. Ben Davis, 4 p.m.
At Seymour

Regional 7: Evansville Reitz vs. Jennings County, 4 p.m.
Regional 8: Bloomington North vs. Columbus North, 7 p.m.

CLASS 3A
At South Bend Washington

Regional 9: NorthWood vs. Lake Station Edison, 1 p.m.
Regional 10: John Glenn vs. South Bend Washington, 4 p.m.

At New Castle
Regional 11: Twin Lakes vs. Bishop Dwenger, 4 p.m.

Regional 12: Delta vs. Peru, 7 p.m.
At Lebanon

regional 13: danville vs. Guerin Catholic, 1 p.m.
Regional 14: Beech Grove vs. Indian Creek, 4 p.m.

At Washington
Regional 15: Greensburg vs. Scottsburg, 4 p.m.

Regional 16: North Daviess vs. Gibson Southern, 7 p.m.

Racing gear manufacturer K1 RaceGear 
& IMS announce new partnership

Submitted
K1 RaceGear, a leading 

manufacturer of profession-
al-level racing safety gear 
and apparel, announced on 
Tuesday a new promotional 
partnership with Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway.

As part of this multiyear 
partnership, K1 will supply 
fire suits for IMS Track 
Rescue, Recovery and 
Medical staff. K1 already 
supports many drivers and 
teams who compete at IMS 
throughout the year in the 
NTT INDYCAR SERIES, 
NASCAR and IMSA.

More fans also will 
be introduced to IMS and 
its full season of events 
through 60-plus K1 Speed 
karting centers worldwide.

“Ensuring the safety of 
our medical personnel and 
safety team is a priority,” 
IMS President J. Douglas 
Boles said. “These dedicat-
ed individuals provide care 
to drivers and spectators at 
IMS, and K1’s innovative 
gear is an important com-
ponent of the safety work 
they perform during our 
events.”

Founded by racers, K1 
RaceGear has been a lead-
ing manufacturer of pro-
fessional-level racing gear 
– including suits, gloves, 

shoes and more – for nearly 
20 years. During this time, 
the American company has 
gained a reputation for ex-
ceptional quality, comfort, 
durability and safety. Win-
ners and champions across 
various top-level motor-
sports choose to wear K1 
RaceGear products, earn-

ing the company its slogan, 
“Winners wear K1: The 
Brand of Champions.”

"There is nothing bigger 
in motorsport than the Indi-
anapolis 500 and Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway,” said 
Jacob Brown, K1 RaceGe-
ar director of motorsports 
and marketing. “IMS' com-

mitment to safety and inno-
vation aligns perfectly with 
K1 RaceGear’s mission, so 
we’re proud and excited to 
be a part of the IMS family 
for years to come. We can’t 
wait to see what the future 
holds.”

For more information, 
visit k1racegear.com.

Janet would love the opportunity to meet you 
and chat. Plan on coming to one of her upcoming 
speaking engagements or reach out to schedule a 
date for her to join your group or organization.  

Janet’s book is available now!

As soon as you meet Janet you’ll realize she’s 
the dear friend you’ve always longed to have. 
She’s what you’d call a hometown girl, living 
in Noblesville her entire life she can show you 
all the best spots in town for a delicious cup of 
coffee or yummy sweet treat.  

www.JanetHartLeonard.com

Meet Janet...

Janet Hart Leonard

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://www.hamiltoncountytv.com/
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