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“I’ll work to elevate Carmel and bring more transparency 
and a community-driven vision to City Hall.”

Debbie Driskell named 
Sagamore of the Wabash
The REPORTER

Delaware Township Trust-
ee Debbie Driskell, who also 
serves as the Executive Director 
of the Indiana Township As-
sociation, has been honored as 
a Sagamore of the Wabash by 
Gov. Eric J. Holcomb.

The award was presented by 
State Rep. Doug Miller on Feb. 
7, during the legislative confer-
ence of the Indiana Township 
Association. The Sagamore of 
the Wabash is given to exem-

plary Hoosiers in recognition of 
distinguished statewide service.

Driskell has been with the 
Indiana Township Association 
for over 32 years providing sup-
port for a level of government 
that is closest to the people. She 
received the recognition for her 
dedication to preserving town-
ship government in the State of 
Indiana and showing the value 
that it has for the future in the 
State of Indiana. 

Driskell took time to recog-

nize those who have made an 
impact in her journey to pre-
serve township government. Of 
those were her staff and family; 
however, she had to recognize 
Jean Lushin for the years that 
he spent in preparing her for 
the role. She also made sure to 
recognize that this was not a rec-
ognition of her achievement, but 
rather the sum of all the trustees 
in Indiana who have worked to 
ensure township government for 
the future of Indiana. 

Since 2004, there has been 
an exhaustive list of legislation 
targeted at eliminating township 
government. Driskell has been 
with the Indiana Township As-
sociation for each of those bills. 
With this recognition, she indi-
cated that she believes that there 
is a bright future for township 
government in the State of Indi-
ana and that those who built the 
foundations through the Indi-
ana Township Association have 
paved the way for the future.

Photo provided
Upon receiving the award, Debbie Driskell said this was not a recognition of her achievement, but rather the 
sum of all the trustees in Indiana who have worked to ensure township government for the future of Indiana.

Photo provided
Audrey Satchivi of Carmel (right) will appear on an 
episode of Jeopardy! hosted by Mayim Bialik (left), 
which is scheduled to air on Feb. 28.

The REPORTER
Audrey Satchivi of Carmel, 

a senior at Indiana University 
in Bloomington, will make her 
first appearance in the Jeop-
ardy! high School reunion 
Tournament on Tuesday, Feb. 
28. She will face off against 
Anish Maddipoti, a junior at 
the University of Texas at Aus-
tin, and Lucas Miner, a junior at 
Yale University in New Haven, 
Conn. Check local listings for 
show times and stations.

Four seasons ago, Jeopar-
dy! had so many excellent teen 
contestants that the show hosted 
two Teen Tournaments. Now, 
those bright young minds are 
older, wiser, and ready to return 
to the stage for a first-of-its kind 

twist on the traditional College 
Championship format.

Twenty-seven former teen 
contestants will reunite to face 
off in a 14-day special event with 
a $100,000 grand prize and a spot 
in the Tournament of Champions 
on the line. The format consists 
of nine quarterfinal games, three 
semifinals, and a two-day, total 
point affair final. The broadcast 
schedule is as follows:

• Monday, Feb. 20 to Friday, 
Feb. 24: Quarterfinal Games 1 
to 5

• Monday, Feb. 27 to Friday, 
March 3: Quarterfinal Games 6 
to 9; Semifinal Game 1

• Monday, March 6 to Thurs-
day, March 9: Semifinal Games 
2 & 3; Finals Games 1 & 2

See Carmel’s own Audrey Satchivi 
compete on Jeopardy! this month

Prevail, Inc. working
to educate teens &

prevent dating violence
The REPORTER

Prevail’s Healthy Relationship school 
program has started up again this month.

Prevail’s Prevention Educators trav-
eled to Fall Creek Junior High School in 
Fishers and Carmel Clay Middle School in 
mid-January to facilitate the program with 
seventh and eighth graders. Educators will 
visit Fishers Jr. High School, Westfield Mid-
dle School, Hamilton Southeastern Jr. High 
School, Hamilton Heights High School, 
Creekside Middle School, Riverside Jr. High 
School, and HSE High School this spring.  

Prevail’s Primary Prevention Depart-
ment has created a Healthy Relationship 
Resource Guide that can be used by ed-
ucators, coaches, and anyone who works 
with youth. This tool is designed to equip 
youth workers with curricula, activities, and 
resources that can be used to start the con-
versation on healthy relationships. Be sure 
to check it out on Prevail’s new website 
launching later this month.

Learn more at PrevailInc.org.

Graphic provided by Prevail, Inc.

Duke really is lowering your electric bill
The REPORTER

After a year of rising fuel 
costs, Duke Energy has filed 
for two rate decreases related 
in part to lower fuel price fore-
casts.

Duke Senior Communi-
cations Manager McKenzie 
Barbknecht told The Reporter 
customer electric bills were 
higher in 2022 primarily due 
to soaring fuel costs to produce 
power. 

“Global demand and tight 
fuel supplies as well as labor 
shortages at coal mines and 
railroads affected the cost of the 
power we produce as well as 

what we purchased 
in the energy mar-
kets,” Barbknecht 
said. “While energy 
markets remain vol-
atile, we’re starting 
to see costs stabilize, 
and we’re glad to 
pass those savings 
along to customers.”

Four times a 
year Indiana utilities rates are 
adjusted to reflect changing 
fuel and purchased power 
costs. All changes must be re-
viewed and approved by state 
utility regulators. 

“The rate adjustments 

are not permanent; 
fuel costs rise and 
fall, and we pass 
those costs to our 
customers with no 
profit, so customers 
pay what we pay,” 
Barbknecht said. 
“Our priority is to 
purchase fuel at the 
best possible price, 

through steps such as long-
term contracts and using a di-
versity of suppliers.”

Click here to watch a short 
video from Duke Energy on 
how fuel costs affect bills.

“We passed along about a 

5.5 percent decrease in electric 
rates in January,” Barbknecht 
said. “We are asking state reg-
ulators to approve a second 
decrease, estimated at 16 per-
cent over rates today for an 
average residential customer. If 
approved, the new rate would 
be effective in April. For an av-
erage residential customer that 
amounts to an estimated $26 
per month decrease.”

Duke Energy filed its peti-
tion for the next rate decrease 
with the Indiana Utility Regu-
latory Commission on Jan. 31. 
Final testimony was filed on 
Feb. 15.

Barbknecht

Mean dog

ray adler
Ask Adler

COlUMNISTGrowing up, our 
neighborhood was 
home to a vagrant col-
lie. A big, yellow, nasty, 
abandoned collie. His 
first, middle and last 
names were MEAN.

He roamed the 
neighborhood but 
seemed to be here or at 
Fishers (our neighbor, 
Bud Fishers) a lot. He 
would go into the garage and snarl at anyone 
who came near. We called the other neighbor 
(Doc Railing). He came over with leather 
gloves and his hook or whatever he used to 
catch strays. He tried a few times with no luck 
and said he had never seen such a mean dog!

Next call was to the sheriff. He came 
out and Mean Dog happened to be in the 
old coal shed in our backyard. Sheriff asked 
if he could shoot right in the building. Of 
course, of course. Anything to make the 
neighborhood safe again for the children. 
BANG, once. BANG, again. BANG, 
BANG, BANG , BANG , BANG. Mean 
Dog had such a thick coat of hair, Sheriff 
had trouble getting him shot.

Next question regarded the burial for 
Mean Dog. Since he was on our property we 
were elected. Dad came home from school 
and found his work cut out for him. He did 
it without protest and the whole neighbor-
hood could breathe a sigh of relief.

When that old coal shed was built, it was 
connected to the rest of the house by sort 
of breezeway. It was originally a summer 
kitchen. By the time I first saw it, it had de-
generated into a junk room. The breezeway 
had doors to the east and west. Also, there 
was a window on each side. The floor was 
in sad disrepair in one corner. A chipmunk 
could often be seen as one stepped out of the 
kitchen door into the breezeway. That and 
the old summer kitchen were his territory.

That chipmunk still has descendants liv-
ing near the backdoor! He must like it very 
much as nothing makes them move away.

https://readthereporter.com
http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
https://suefinkam.com/
https://www.jeopardy.com/contestant-zone/2023/high-school-reunion
https://www.jeopardy.com/contestant-zone/2023/high-school-reunion
https://www.jeopardy.com/contestant-zone/2023/high-school-reunion
https://prevailinc.org/
https://tinyurl.com/4uhn8njd%255d
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14701 Tom Wood Way
 

Noblesville, IN 46060 317.853.4552

Once you take charge, there’s

NO GOING BACK
ID.4 Electric SUV

PP VVAAIILL
Advocating for Vi ctims of Crime & Abuse

I was born and raised right here 
in Noblesville. I grew up in a 
home without domestic violence 
or assault - it wasn’t something 
I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail 
of Central Indiana, I was shocked 
by the number of individuals 

violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail 
helped more than 4,000 clients 
in Hamilton County (nearly 80 
percent of clients are women 
and children). Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to 
discuss, so you don’t often hear 
about them. But at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and 
raising awareness for Prevail, an 
organization that helps families 
in Hamilton County. 
- Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton 
County families 

violence and sexual 
abuse, you can donate 
the following items:

• Individually 
packaged snacks 

• Lysol 
• Hand sanitizer
• Disinfecting wipes

Tom Wood Volkswagen 
in Noblesville, 
14701 Tom Wood Way.

RESERVE YOURS TODAY !
at Tom Wood Volkswagen Noblesville *

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

*See dealer for details.

A.E. Boyce Company, Inc. is 
seeking a Software Developer. This 
position will develop new software 
and maintain existing software and 
test software changes. Bachelor's 
degree in Computer Science is 
required. 2 years experience in the 
job offered or in computer science, 
programming, software engineering 
or database required. Jobsite is in 
Daleville, IN. 

Send resume Attn: 
A.E. Boyce Company, Inc.  

9401 S. Innovation Dr. 
Suite 400 

Daleville, IN 47334

Now Hiring
Software Developer

Keep in Touch with 
Hamilton County’s 
Business Community

Hamilton County Business Magazine  
publishes online six times a year

FREE Online Subscription 
Scan the QR Code

www.hamiltoncountybusiness.com

Update No. 101
We d n e s d a y 

was School Re-
source Officer 
(SRO) Appreci-
ation Day, and it 
gives me the per-
fect opportunity 
to share a shout 
out to our amaz-
ing SROs – Dep-
uties Josh Ire-
land, Jon Tindal, and Alex 
Petty. They serve as an im-
portant bridge between our 
students, law enforcement, 
and our community. They 
are engaged, involved, 
work to protect our campus, 
and help provide a safe en-
vironment for our staff and 
students.

Moreover, they are in-
spirational mentors and role 
models. The lasting rela-
tionships they build with 
our students and staff are 
lifechanging. Thank you 
for your presence, commit-
ment, and service.

* * *
Also in February, we 

have the opportunity to 
publicly acknowledge the 
invaluable role our school 
counselors play in support-
ing our students as part of 
National School Counsel-
ing Week (first full week in 
February) sponsored by the 
American School Counsel-
or Association (ASCA).

Our school 
counselors are 
leaders and vital 
resources who 
work to ensure a 
healthy, positive, 
and safe school 
environment for 
students to learn, 
achieve school 
success and plan 
for a career. They 

are truly the glue that holds 
so many aspects of our 
schools together.

Thank you Nikki Wert 
and Tricia Rudy (HHES), 
Chelsea Pacheco and Sa-
brina Duncan (HHMS), and 
Lori Watson, April Baugh-
er, and Rebecca Johnson 
(HHHS) for your commit-
ment, professionalism and 
dedication. We appreciate 
you every single day!

* * *
A special book launch 

and signing of the newly 
released The Monsters of 
Math Plan a Party is set 
for 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 
21 in the Media Center at 
Hamilton Heights Elemen-
tary School, 25350 State 
Road 19, Arcadia. Enter 
through Door A.

Here you can meet and 
learn more about how three 
Huskies, Theresa Morris 
(1988), Lu Hubbell (2022) 
and Ryan Reed (2033) 
collaborated their talents 

to create this new series. 
Copies of this book will 
be available. The event is 
sponsored by the Hamilton 
Heights Educational Foun-
dation.

* * *
In other exciting news, 

Hamilton Heights junior 
Tyler Tuntland, his parents, 
Jason and Kelly Tuntland, 
and Grant Venable (’20) 
have been doing something 
pretty cool in their spare 
time. They were among the 
participants in a reality TV 
inventor show, Make48, 
whose challenge was to 
produce a solution for food 
perseveration. Check out 
the preview of Season 6 
competition, filmed in Indi-
anapolis, here.

The show will be aired 
exclusively on This Old 
House Makers Channel - 
Roku TV (Channel 458) 
starting at 7 p.m. Eastern on 
Wednesday, Feb. 22. Catch 
this episode here. The win-
ner of this competition ad-
vances to the national com-
petition in March.

* * *
On the sports front, 

senior Evan Tilton ad-
vances to the state finals 
in wrestling, senior Kylee 
Trexler is state runner up 
in bowling, senior Teegan 
Madara placed 12th at state 
swimming in the 500 free, 

breaking her own school re-
cord, and last month, junior 
Camryn Runner became 
the seventh Lady Husky to 
reach the 1,000-point career 
milestone. 

The Lady Huskies bas-
ketball team is on fire! 
They advance to semi-state 
play against Twin Lakes at 
LaPorte High School on 
Saturday. Tip-off is at 10 
a.m. Central. The winner 
will play the winner of the 
Fairfield versus Tippecanoe 
Valley game in the champi-
onship game at 7:30 p.m. 
Central. Information and 
tickets can be found here.

* * *
We are also in the midst 

of celebrating Black His-
tory Month. Our students, 
staff, and community can 
greatly benefit through 
culturally relevant teach-
ing, learning, and activities 
centered on the rich cultur-
al heritage, achievements, 
sacrifices, triumphs, and 
the essential role of African 
Americans in shaping our 
country.

Please join us this month 
and every month to better 
understand and appreciate 
the countless Black individ-
uals who have given their 
gifts and their lives in pur-
suit of a society that is free, 
just, and equitable for all.

#WeArehuskies

dr. derek arrOwOOd
Heights Superintendent

COlUMNIST

From the desk of Hamilton Heights 
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood

http://www.prevailinc.org
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/dealership/directions.htm
https://www.tomwoodpowersportsindy.com/
https://l.ead.me/bd8HPa
https://tinyurl.com/24ej8324
https://therokuchannel.roku.com/watch/2f7855ad196b57fc8e1dcb9cb74ea161/this-old-house-makers-channe
https://websites.eventlink.com/s/laporte-high-school/Tickets
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3.25%APY*
7 Month CD

4.00%APY*
13 Month CD

4.75%APY*
20 Month CD

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield. APY is effective as of 1/30/2023 and is subject to change without notice. Minimum balance to open 
account and obtain APY is $1,000.00. Early withdrawal may be subject to penalty. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Other standard 
and special rate maturity terms are available. CFBindiana.com/cd-ira-rates

Celebrating 20 Years!

Meeting Notice
The Hamilton East Public Li-

brary Board of Trustees will meet 
to interview candidates for legal 
services at 4 and 5 p.m. on Tues-
day, Feb. 21 and Wednesday, Feb. 
22 in the East Meeting Room of the 
Fishers Library, 5 Municipal Drive.

Get your Hamilton 
County Bicentennial 
merchandise today!

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County Bi-

centennial Commission has 
several items available for 
sale online to celebrate the 
county’s 200th anniversary.

Alongside local partner 
Marketpro, Inc, the Bicen-
tennial is selling apparel, 
drinkware, and other items. 
Some of the swag includes 
T-shirts, quarter-zip sweat-
shirts, water bottles, and 
coffee mugs, all featuring 
the Bicentennial logo.

Some items are more 
unique, such as the athlet-
ic-style shirt with local his-
toric photos printed on all 

sides, and pennant flags that 
declare that the Bicentennial 
is “200 Years in the Making!”

Other festive items in-
clude three different types 
of hats, two different types 
of socks, and bumper stick-
ers that will remind people 
that Hamilton County is the 
“Home of the Great Squirrel 
Stampede!”

All merchandise is 
available online through 
the Bicentennial’s website 
at hamcoturns200.com/
swag-merch. Users will be 
directed to a third-party site 
that will showcase all the 
items. Every item has been 

ordered in limited quanti-
ties, so once they’re gone, 
they’re gone forever!

About the Bicentennial
The Hamilton Coun-

ty Bicentennial Commis-
sion was established by the 
Hamilton County Board of 
Commissioners as the of-
ficial oversight agency for 
the 200th anniversary of the 
county in 2023. It will do 
so in partnership with the 
Hamilton County Historical 
Society, Hamilton County 
Tourism, Inc, and lead spon-
sor Duke Energy. For more 
information, visit hamco-
turns200.com.

Graphics provided
All this great Bicentennial gear could be yours, but you need to act fast 
before it’s all gone! Go to HamCoTurns200.com/swag-merch right away!

Eight local students among 
top 50 at Ball State University

The REPORTER
Ball State University 

in Muncie has released its 
second-annual “Top 100 
Students” list, and eight stu-
dents from Hamilton Coun-
ty were among the top 50.

This award recogniz-
es 100 outstanding junior 
and senior undergraduates 
who represent the spirit of 
Beneficence, Ball State’s 
institutional statue and 
icon that symbolizes the 
generosity of the five Ball 
brothers whose land dona-
tion to the State of Indiana 
allowed the University to 
flourish.

• riley ellis of Carm-

el, a senior political science 
major in the College of Col-
lege of Sciences and Hu-
manities

• Lexi esterle of West-
field, a senior journalism 
major in the College of 
Communication, Informa-
tion, and Media

• Joseph Gassensmith 
of Noblesville, a senior ur-
ban planning and develop-
ment major in the R. Wayne 
Estopinal College of Archi-
tecture and Planning

• Michael Greener of 
Carmel, a senior architec-
ture major in the R. Wayne 
Estopinal College of Archi-
tecture and Planning

• Maureen Kirk of 
Westfield, a senior fashion 
industry studies major in the 
Miller College of Business

• Lexi Leisure of No-
blesville, a senior elemen-
tary education major in the 
Teachers College

• Camille roper of 
Carmel, a senior music ed-
ucation major in the College 
of Fine Arts

• Martin Spink of Car-
mel, a senior urban planning 
and development major 
in the R. Wayne Estopinal 
College of Architecture and 
Planning

Click here to learn more 
about the Top 100 program.

Send Meeting Notices to:  

Notices@ReadTheReporter.com

https://tinyurl.com/3dvrzfn2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/working-hungry-documentary-viewing-216-in-westfield-tickets-520846745637
https://www.westfieldplayhouse.org/
http://www.hamcoturns200.com/swag-merch
http://www.hamcoturns200.com/swag-merch
http://www.hamcoturns200.com/
http://www.hamcoturns200.com/
http://www.hamcoturns200.com/swag-merch
https://bsu.edu/foundation/engagement/top-100-student-awards
mailto:Notices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=Meeting%20Notice


   News 5

Here is a list of all the yellow Feeding Team food pantries across Hamilton County.
For more information, go to FeedingTeam.org.

ARCADIA
Arcadia Brethren Church, 8989 E. 266th St. 
Hamilton Heights School Administration Building, 410 W. Main St.
CARMEL
Carmel Lions Club, 141 E. Main St.
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 10655 Haverstick Road
CICERO
Cicero Christian Church, 1715 Stringtown Pike
Harbour Shores Church, 8011 E. 216th St.
Indiana Academy, 24815 State Road 19
Laura Hayden’s School of Dance, 7830 E. 236th St.
The Pizza House, 11 N. Main St.
FISHERS
Christ the Savior Lutheran Church, 10500 E. 126th St. 
Christ’s Community Church, 13097 Allisonville Road 
G5 Auto Sales, 11544 Allisonville Road 
Life Church Fishers, 9820 E. 141st St.
NOBLESVILLE
American Eagle/Miller Auto Body, 16100 Allisonville Road
Chapel Church, 675 Walnut St.
Christ Lutheran Church, 10055 E. 186th St.
Deer Path HOA Community Building, 12109 Wolf Run Road
Feeding Team Headquarters, 485 Sheridan Road (State Road 38)
First Christian Church, 16377 Herriman Blvd.
First Presbyterian Church, 1194 Maple Ave.
Freedom Church, 1361 Christian Ave.
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant St.
Hamilton County Fire Fighters Local 4416, 399 S. 14th St.
IDES (International Disaster Emergency Service), 20545 Riverwood Ave.
Koteewi Park – Taylor Center of Natural History, 12308 Strawtown Ave.
Legacy Christian School, 470 Lakeview Drive
Life Church, 2200 Sheridan Road (State Road 38)
Moose Lodge, 950 Field Drive
Morse Beach FOP Lodge, 7201 E. 196th St. 
Noblesville School Admin Building, 18025 River Road 
Open Door Church, 20545 Riverwood Ave.
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, 9900 E. 191st St.
Promise Road Elementary School, 14975 Promise Road
Restoration Church, 772 N. 10th St.
Roundabout at SR 37 & Strawtown Avenue (23297 Lafayette St.)
Union United Methodist Church, 19090 Deshane Ave.
Victory Baptist Church, 2021 Cicero Road (State Road 19)
Wayne Township Volunteer Fire, 18441 E. Durbin Road
SHERIDAN 
Issachar Church, 501 E. Main St.
WESTFIELD
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 4283 E. 191st St.

Feeding Team Food Pantries

The REPORTER
Attention all young 

professionals! Get ready to 
mingle and network at the 
Westfield Young Profes-
sional's Happy Hour at the 
stylish and trendy 1205 dis-
tillery, 120 Camilla Court, 
Suite A, Westfield.

This event offers the 
perfect opportunity to con-
nect with new people in a 
relaxed and comfortable at-
mosphere.

Whether you're looking 
to expand your professional 
circle, meet new friends, or 
just have a good time, this 
is the event for you. Gath-
er your co-workers, grab 
a friend, or come solo and 
make new connections.

The Westfield Young 
Professional's Happy Hour 
is the place to be from 5 to 
7 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 28.

Click here to register. 
Cheers!

Westfield Chamber 
calling all young 

professionals

Goodrich’s bill to establish 
robotics program funding 
advances to State Senate

The REPORTER
The Indiana House of 

Representatives on Tues-
day voted unanimously to 
advance State Rep. Chuck 
Goodrich's (R-Noblesville) 
bill to expand opportunities 
for Hoosier students to learn 
about the growing field of 
robotics.

Goodrich, a member 
of the House Education 
Committee, said house 
Bill 1382 would create a 
grant program for Hoosier 
schools to establish their 
own robotics teams.

“Robotics programs are 
instrumental to the future of 
STEM education, and can 
create hands-on, real-world 
learning experiences,” Go-
odrich said. “Creating this 
grant opportunity would al-
low students in schools large 

and small to ex-
plore the innova-
tive and creative 
world of robot-
ics.”

G o o d r i c h 
said his legisla-
tion would cre-
ate a grant fund 
managed by the 
Indiana Depart-
ment of Education for K-12 
schools to create and de-
velop competitive robotics 
programs. Grant dollars 
could be used to pay for a 
team mentor, supplies, to 
participate in competitions, 
and to establish or maintain 
the team. 

Goodrich said these 
grants would ensure pro-
grams provide hands-on 
learning experiences, fos-
ter community partnerships 

and highlight ca-
reer opportunities 
through the use 
of adult mentors. 
These mentors 
will prioritize 
a connection to 
manufac tur ing 
and machinery 
skills.

According to 
Goodrich, Indiana current-
ly has about 3,000 students 
from 30 percent of school 
corporations in after-school 
robotics programs. He said 
this bill could help grow 
participation to 18,000 stu-
dents representing 60 per-
cent of school corporations 
around the state. He said 
his legislation was modeled 
after a similar program in 
Michigan that saw a 400 
percent increase in student 

participation. 
hB 1382 now heads to 

the Indiana Senate for fur-
ther consideration. For more 
information about this legis-
lation, visit iga.in.gov.

State Rep. Chuck Go-
odrich (R-Noblesville) rep-
resents House District 29, 
which includes a portion of 
Hamilton County.Goodrich

The REPORTER
Everyone in the com-

munity is invited for the 
“Festival of Hymns” at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, March 5 
in the Sanctuary at Nobles-
ville First United Methodist 
Church, 2051 Monument St. 
Enter through Door 1.

“Familiar hymns will be 
performed by the church’s 
chancel choir and orchestra 
with the congregation be-
ing invited to sing a verse 
of each hymn,” said Dr. Jeff 
Wright, the church’s direc-
tor of music. “Historical 
context for each hymn will 
also be shared and it will be 
a wonderful way to observe 
the second Sunday in the 
Lenten season.”

The event will also mark 
the decommissioning of the 
church sanctuary’s 60-year-
old organ, which will be re-
placed in the coming year. A 
special liturgy will be shared 
honoring the organ and the 
congregation will be given 
the opportunity to say thank 
you and goodbye to an in-
strument that has been an 
integral part of the church’s 
music ministry for decades. 

The festival will then con-
clude with one final organ 
selection.

Noblesville First Unit-
ed Methodist Church was 
founded in 1822 and today 
serves the spiritual needs of 
over 1,600 members in and 
around Hamilton County, 
with outreach ministries 
that are rooted in love, con-
necting people, and planting 
seeds of hope.

Enjoy “Festival of Hymns” 
at Noblesville First UMC

The REPROTER
The Indiana Arts Com-

mission (IAC) announced 
on Tuesday the hiring of 
Eric Ashby as the Grants 
and Research Manager.

Ashby joins the Arts 
Commission with a back-
ground in project manage-
ment, strategic planning, 
data analysis, and entrepre-
neurship. He has worked 
at the Indiana University 
Center for Rural Engage-
ment, building engagement 
frameworks and programs 
to improve quality of place 
through arts and creativity. 
Additionally, he worked as 

a project man-
ager for the Arts 
Administration 
Program and 
Dean’s Office 
at the O’Neill 
School at Indi-
ana University 
and serves as a 
project specialist 
with Bridgeway 
Capital, supporting efforts 
to track and support small 
creative business develop-
ment.

Outside of work, he is 
a drummer and has been 
playing since the age of 3.

In his new position, Ash-

by will be respon-
sible for oversee-
ing the agency’s 
granting programs 
and processes, 
data and research 
priorities, and 
state and feder-
al programmatic 
compliance.   

Ashby holds 
a B.S. in Arts Management 
as well as an M.A. in Arts 
Administration and a mas-
ter’s in Public Affairs from 
the O’Neill School of Pub-
lic and Environmental Af-
fairs at Indiana University, 
Bloomington.

Ashby joins Indiana Arts Commission
as new Grants & Research Manager

Ashby
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Reporter photo
Abdul-Hakim Shabazz, Indianapolis mayoral candidate, longtime radio personality, and 
publisher of IndyPolitcs.org, was the guest speaker at Wednesday morning’s Hamilton County 
Republican Party Chairman’s Breakfast at the Bridgewater Club. Shabazz spoke to the crowd 
about the state of Indiana politics and why he is running for mayor of Indianapolis. His campaign 
is focused on the three cornerstones of public safety, public works, and public trust. Learn 
about Shabazz at Abdul4Indy.com.

Local Republicans welcome 
Shabazz to monthly breakfast

Sen. Young reintroduces 
bill to protect taxpayers 
from more IRS audits

The REPORTER
U.S. Senator Todd 

Young (R-Ind.) joined with 
Republicans on the Senate 
Finance Commit-
tee in reintroduc-
ing a bill to pre-
vent the Internal 
Revenue Service 
(IRS) from using 
its $80 billion of 
taxpayer dollars 
included in the In-
flation Reduction 
Act (IRA) to get 
more revenue out of hard-
working taxpayers who earn 
less than $400,000 per year.

“Our bill would prevent 
the IRS from using its new 
funding to increase enforce-
ment on Hoosier families 
and small businesses mak-
ing less than $400,000 per 
year,” Sen. Young said.

Estimates from the Con-
gressional Budget Office 
confirmed increased audits 
would result in billions of 
dollars in additional reve-

nue being collected from 
working Americans. Other 
estimates from the non-par-
tisan Joint Committee on 

Taxation have 
shown a large 
portion of uncol-
lected tax reve-
nue comes from 
small businesses 
and sole propri-
etors, many of 
whom make less 
than $400,000 per 
year.

The legislation, which 
Senate Finance Committee 
Republicans also introduced 
in the 117th Congress, 
would codify the Treasury 
Secretary’s unenforceable 
pledge to not use IRA fund-
ing to increase audits on 
anyone making less than 
$400,000 per year.

The bill is co-sponsored 
by all Senate Finance Com-
mittee Republicans.

Click here to read the 
bill.

young

Merchants Affordable Housing Corp. rebrands as RDOOR, moving HQ to Indianapolis
The REPORTER

Merchants Affordable 
Housing Corp. (MAHC) 
has announced its rebrand to 
RDOOR Housing Corpora-
tion. Since 1981, RDOOR 
has developed affordable, 
stable multifamily housing 
units. Today, the organiza-
tion embarks on the next 
chapter as one of the largest 
nonprofit providers of af-
fordable housing in Indiana.

“Though we are proud of 
our founding connection to 
Merchants Bank of Indi-
ana and their continued sup-
port of our organization, as 
we grow in size and scope, 
RDOOR captures what we 
do and what we will be,” 
said RDOOR President 
and CEO Bruce R. Baird. 
“RDOOR comes from the 
word ardor, meaning pas-
sion. RDOOR embodies our 

team’s unyielding passion 
for improving people’s lives 
by increasing access to qual-
ity rental housing opportuni-
ties while building or reno-
vating, affordable and safe 
homes.”

RDOOR and its close-
ly aligned affiliates’ current 
portfolio consists of more 
than 3,000 units throughout 
Marion County and Indiana, 
and the team is continuing 
to look for opportunities to 
expand outside the state. 
The comprehensive rebrand 
is an effort to continue pro-
viding high-quality, afford-
able housing while growing 
and improving its portfolio.

“We are happy to have 
partners such as Partners 
in Housing and the City of 
Indianapolis supporting us 
in our work,” said RDOOR 
Board Chair Walter Frei-

hofer. “At RDOOR, we ar-
en’t bound by neighborhood 
geography or a specific set 
of services; rather, our team 
offers a creative, resource-
ful and holistic approach to 
support a diverse population 
of individuals, families and 
seniors, no matter their so-
cioeconomic status.”

As part of the rebrand 
implementation, the organi-
zation renovated the former 
Girls Inc. office at 441 W. 
Michigan St., Indianapo-
lis, as its new headquarters. 
The downtown Indianapo-
lis location will allow the 
RDOOR team to be closer 
to its clients and co-locate 
with Partners in Housing. 
An official ribbon-cutting 
ceremony will take place in 
the spring.

“It is incredible to see 
how far RDOOR has come 

in its storied history since I 
started it in support of my 
lifelong passion for enhanc-
ing and preserving afford-
able housing,” said RDOOR 
Founder and Chairman 
Emeritus Michael F. Petrie, 
who also serves as Mer-
chants Bank of Indiana Di-
rector and Chairman. “The 
new name and headquarters 
mark the beginning of what 
I know will be a continued 
commitment to further-
ing the mission of creating 
stable, vibrant and healthy 
communities in Indiana and 
beyond.”

RDOOR’s portfolio con-
sists of 19 properties located 
throughout Indiana. A hall-
mark project is The Village 
of Merici, which rehabili-
tated a historic building on 
the Fort Benjamin Harrison 
campus in Lawrence, Ind. 

It includes 20 ADA-com-
pliant, modern apartments 
for adults with developmen-
tal disabilities funded with 
Low-Income Housing Tax 
Credits. The property offers 
a uniquely interdependent 
community for residents, 
support staff, communi-
ty coaches and families to 
create an environment that 
affords the residents a solid 
foundation on which to grow 
as individuals in self-suffi-
ciency and independence. 

This announcement fol-
lows a banner year for the 
organization, with plans to 
add more affordable hous-
ing options and services 
in 2023. In 2022, RDOOR 
supported 363 households 
exiting homelessness, in-
cluding 292 permanent 
housing placements through 
HomeNow Indy. As a re-

sult, RDOOR was awarded 
$8 million in grant funds to 
support those experiencing 
homelessness with place-
ment in permanent housing. 
RDOOR also acquired the 
40-unit Wexford on the Park 
senior apartments on the 
near westside of Indianapo-
lis and 50 units of affordable 
housing in midtown called 
Illinois Place Apartments. 
RDOOR preserved more 
than 350 units of affordable 
housing that were at risk of 
defaulting or converting to 
market rate in 2022.

The organization’s re-
brand will not impact any 
of its operations or hous-
ing services. To learn more 
about RDOOR, its proper-
ties and its services, visit 
merchantsaffordablehous-
ing.org. The new website, 
rdoor.org, is coming soon.

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://indypolitics.org/
https://abdul4indy.com/
https://tinyurl.com/mr2bus4u
https://www.merchantsbankofindiana.com/
https://www.merchantsbankofindiana.com/
http://merchantsaffordablehousing.org/
http://merchantsaffordablehousing.org/
http://www.rdoor.org/
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NOBLESVILLE
Noblesville Mayor (vote for 1)

Chris Jensen – R
Noblesville Clerk (vote for 1)

Evelyn L. Lees – R
Noblesville Judge City Court (vote for 1)

Matt Cook – R
Noblesville Common Council District 1 (vote for 1)

Mike Davis – R
Noblesville Common Council District 2 (vote for 1)

Todd Thurston – R
Jay Mundy – R

Noblesville Common Council District 3 (vote for 1)
Aaron Smith – R

Noblesville Common Council District 4 (vote for 1)
Mark W Boice – R

Noblesville Common Council District 5 (vote for 1)
Dave Johnson – R
Rocky Shanehsaz – R

Noblesville Common Council District 6 (vote for 1)
Megan G. Wiles – R

Noblesville Common Council District At-Large (vote for 3)
Darren Peterson – R
Mike Field – R
Nick Gomillion – R
Pete Schwartz – R
Paula Jo Gilliam – D
Evan Elliott – R

CARMEL
Carmel Mayor (vote for 1)

Kevin Woody Rider – R
Sue Finkam – R
Miles Nelson – D
Fred Glynn – R

Carmel Clerk (vote for 1)
Jacob W. Quinn – R

Carmel Judge City Court (vote for 1)
Brian G Poindexter – R

Carmel City Council District Northwest (vote for 1)
Sheldon Barnes – R
Danny Niederberger – R
Ryan Locke – R

Carmel City Council District North Central (vote for 1)
Leah York – R
Teresa Ayers – R
Chuck Ford – R
Courtney Culver – D

Carmel City Council District South Central (vote for 1)
Anthony (Tony) Green – R
Jessica Irvine – D

Carmel City Council District Northeast (vote for 1)
Jason Engle – R
Shannon Minnaar – R

Carmel City Council District Southeast (vote for 1)
Adam Aasen – R
Jeremy Eltz – D

Carmel City Council District West (vote for 1)
Ven Tadikonda – R
Loren Matthes – R
Anita Joshi – D

Carmel City Council At-Large (vote for 3)
Jake Madore – D
Rich Taylor – R
Matthew J. Snyder – R
Jeff Worrell – R
Sara Draper – D
Jonathan K. Blake – R

FISHERS
Fishers Mayor (vote for 1)

Scott Fadness – R
Fishers Clerk (vote for 1)

Jennifer L. Kehl – R
Rachel Segars – R
Janet Pritchett – D

Fishers Judge City Court (vote for 1)
Daniel E. Henke – R

Fishers City Council District SE (vote for 1)
Pete Peterson – R

Fishers City Council District NW (vote for 1)
Selina Stoller – R
Bill McLellan – D

Fishers City Council District NC (vote for 1)
John P. DeLucia – R
Crystal Neumann – D

Fishers City Council District SC (vote for 1)
John W. Weingardt – R
Lane Skeeters – D

Fishers City Council District SW (vote for 1)
David Giffel – R
Bill Stuart – D

Fishers City Council District NE (vote for 1)
Brad DeReamer – R
Samantha R. Chapman – D

Fishers City Council At-Large (vote for 3)
Tiffanie Ditlevson – R
Cecilia Coble – R
Todd Zimmerman – R
Howard Stevenson – D
Jocelyn Vare – D

WESTFIELD
Westfield Mayor (vote for 1)

Scott Willis – R
Kristen Burkman – R
Jake Gilbert – R

Westfield Clerk Treasurer (vote for 1)
Marla Ailor – R
Tonya F. Hyatt – R

Westfield City Council District 1 (vote for 1)
Jon Dartt – R
Mark F. Keen – R

Westfield City Council District 2 (vote for 1)
Victor McCarty – R
Andrew Bouse – R

Westfield City Council District 3 (vote for 1)
Joe Duepner – R
Justin C Griffiths – R

Westfield City Council District 4 (vote for 1)
Patrick T. Tamm – R
Alexis Lowry – D
Scott Frei - R

Westfield City Council District 5 (vote for 1)
Noah Herron – R
Mike Johns – R

Westfield City Council At-Large (vote for 2)
Kurt J. Wanninger – R
Chad Huff – R
Brian Tomamichel – R
Gary Lane – D

ARCADIA
Arcadia Clerk Treasurer (vote for 1)

Jennifer S. Pickett – R
Arcadia Town Council District 1 (vote for 1)

Rich Versprille – R

CICERO
Cicero Clerk Treasurer (vote for 1)

Rhonda Gary – R
Cicero Town Council District 1 (vote for 1)

Dennis D Johnson – R
Cicero Town Council District 2 (vote for 1)

Chad M. Blueher – R
Emily K Pearson – R

Cicero Town Council District 3 (vote for 1)
Christopher J. Lutz – R

Sheridan Clerk Treasurer (vote for 1)
Elizabeth (Liz) A Walden – R

SHERIDAN
Sheridan Town Council District 1 (vote for 1)

David W. Kinkead – R
Cleova M. Brown – R
John A. Brandenburg – R

Sheridan Town Council District 2 (vote for 1)
Silas DeVaney III – R

ATLANTA
Atlanta Clerk Treasurer (vote for 1)

Jennifer Farley – R
Atlanta Town Council District 2 (vote for 1)

Jody Price – D
Timothy Johnson – R

Atlanta Town Council District 3 (vote for 1)
Pam VanHook - R

2023 Municipal Primary Election candidates

Register to vote at IndianaVoters.com

Submitted by Hamilton 
County Democratic Party

The Hamilton County 
Democratic Party has an-
nounced that Democrats are 
running for a majority of 
Carmel municipal seats.

City Councilor Miles 
Nelson (candidate for may-
or) is joined by Sara Drap-
er and Jake Madore (At-
Large); Courtney Culver 
(North Central); Jessica 
Irvine (South Central); Jer-
emy Eltz (South East); and 
Dr. Anita Joshi (West).

“We are thrilled to give 
voters a choice in November 
with this talented, capable 
group of candidates,” Ham-
ilton County Democratic 
Party Chair Dayna Colbert 
said. “These skilled candi-
dates reflect the desires of 
Carmel’s voters: sustainable 
growth to continue to attract 
the best and the brightest to 
the city. Carmel is setting 
the stage for how to culti-
vate an environment that is 
both business and family 
friendly. These leaders will 
ensure Carmel continues to 
welcome all: recent gradu-
ates, young professionals, 
families, and those who are 
retired through exceptional 
quality of life amenities, safe 
neighborhoods, and more.”

Colbert said the candi-
dates are ready to continue 
leading Carmel as one of the 
best cities in the country.

“As more residents move 
into Carmel, sustainable 
growth is key,” Colbert said. 
“Whether it be fiscally, envi-
ronmentally, or physically, 
our Democratic City Coun-
cil candidates are laser-fo-
cused on balancing all needs 
of Carmel residents. Carmel 

is consistently ranked as one 
of the best places to live, and 
our candidates will continue 
to carry that mantle.”

The Primary election 
will be held Tuesday, May 
2, and the General Election 
will take place Tuesday, 
Nov. 7. This group of can-
didates is the largest number 
to represent the Democratic 
Party in Carmel since 2007 
and party officials say this 
reflects the increasing trend 
of Carmel voters identifying 
with and voting for Demo-
crats. The Hamilton County 
Democratic Party encourag-
es voters to make their voic-
es heard in the Democratic 
primary.
About the Candidates

Sara Draper, At-Large
Sara Draper is British 

by birth, and a Hoosier by 
choice. She was born in the 
suburbs of Manchester, in the 
equivalent of the Rust Belt, 
but was fortunate enough to 
attend Christ Church, Uni-
versity of Oxford, where she 
studied French and Italian 
Language, Literature and 
Linguistics.

Over 15 years ago Drap-
er and her husband, Bob, 
settled in Carmel. Visa 
conditions meant she was 
unable to work for her first 
eight years in the U.S., so 
she started to volunteer in 
the community in various 
ways: on the Board of the 
Association of International 
Women; by serving on the 
Grounds, Maintenance and 
Security Committee of the 
Village of WestClay; and 
more. Her most significant 
volunteer role is as a Hamil-
ton County Guardian ad Li-
tem, a trained advocate for 

children involved in court 
cases relating to abuse and 
neglect.

The Drapers were also 
foster parents for DCS for 
four years, caring for seven 
children aged 5 to 14 over 
the years. They have one 
21-year-old daughter, Abby, 
who was adopted through 
an attorney in Carmel. The 
Drapers have two rescue 
dogs and two rescue cats.

Jake Madore, At-Large
Jake Madore grew up 

in Michigan and attended 
the University of Michigan 
where he received his bach-
elor’s degree in Accounting 
before moving to Indiana in 
2011 to attend the Indiana 
University McKinney School 
of Law. In law school, he 
studied Tax and was an intern 
for the Indiana Department 
of Revenue. During his final 
year, he worked at the Indi-
ana Economic Development 
Corporation.

Madore met his wife, 
Sarah, while at McKinney. 
She now practices insur-
ance law while he is in cor-
porate taxation. They have 
lived in Carmel since 2015 
with their two cats, Peanut 
and Hugo. Since moving to 
Carmel, Madore has been 
helping Hoosier Democrats 
in the suburbs by serving 
two terms on the executive 
committee for the Carmel 
Democratic Club, volun-
teering as campaign Trea-
surer for a State Senate race, 
and by raising money for 

the Hamilton County Dem-
ocratic Party. Madore also 
volunteers with his church, 
St. Christopher’s.

Courtney Culver, 
North Central District
Courtney Culver is a 12-

year resident of Carmel's 
North Central District. She 
brings over two decades of 
professional leadership ex-
perience in the non-profit, 
telecommunications, finan-
cial, and technology sectors.

Culver grew up in Bed-
ford, Ind., and graduat-
ed from Franklin College 
(Indiana) with a B.A. in 
Journalism and from Siena 
Heights University (Mich-
igan) with an M.A. in Or-
ganizational Leadership. 
She currently leads teams 
focused on optimizing pro-
cesses, resources, technolo-
gy, and operations at a glob-
al technology company.

Culver has been in-
volved in fundraising and 
volunteer efforts with var-
ious organizations such as 
Indiana Youth Group, Day-
spring Center, Shepherd's 
Community Center, Hab-
itat for Humanity, and the 
Damien Center. She also 
led a national employee re-
source group focused on 
supporting and protecting 
LGBTQ+ employees and 
communities.

Culver and her husband 
and daughter enjoy the 
walkable North Central Dis-
trict and are fully invested in 
the future of Carmel.

Jessica Irvine, 
South Central District
Jessica Irvine has been 

a Carmel resident, specif-
ically in the Home Place 
area, for more than 30 years. 
After attending Carmel 
Clay Schools, she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Public 
Financial Management and 
a master’s degree in Envi-
ronmental Policy and Sus-
tainability from the O’Neill 
School of Public and Envi-
ronmental Affairs at Indiana 
University. She also earned 
a Business Foundations 
Certificate from the Kelley 
School of Business.

As a first-generation col-
lege graduate, Irvine under-
stands grit, hard work, and 
overcoming challenges in 
order to reach her goals. She 
currently serves as a Senior 
Environmental Manager 
for the Indiana Department 
of Environmental Manage-
ment. She is committed to 
protecting the environment 
everyone shares and that fu-
ture generations will inherit.

Irvine volunteers in the 
community for several civic 
and animal welfare organi-
zations. She lives with her 
partner Zach, their two cats, 
Oliver and Oscar, and their 
dog, Houston.

Jeremy Eltz, 
South East District
Jeremy Eltz currently 

serves as the Director of Ru-
ral Education at the Center 
of Excellence in Leadership 
of Learning at the Univer-
sity of Indianapolis. As an 
educational leader, he works 
every day to ensure students 
throughout the state receive 
the best quality education 
and have all the opportuni-

ties open to them.
Eltz began his career in 

research science at IUPUI 
before becoming a middle 
school science teacher in Pike 
Township in Indianapolis. In 
2012, he joined the Indiana 
Department of Education 
(IDOE) where he created the 
state’s first STEM plan, the 
STEM School Certification, 
adopted new science stan-
dards, and added computer 
science standards for grades 
K-8. In 2016, Eltz received 
his PhD in educational lead-
ership and holds a school su-
perintendent license.

Eltz is originally from 
California but moved to 
Indiana when he was very 
young. He and his wife, 
Missy, moved to Carmel in 
2015 to raise their children, 
Macy and Mallory. The Eltz 
family are members of St. 
Christopher’s Episcopal 
Church. 

Dr. Anita Joshi, 
West District

Dr. Anita Joshi is run-
ning for City Council in the 
West District of Carmel, 
where she and her family 
have lived for 18 years. A 
pediatrician and small busi-
ness owner with 25 years 
of private practice experi-
ence, Dr. Joshi is actively 
involved in community ser-
vice and has served on many 
boards, including the Center 
for Interfaith Cooperation, 
Women’s Fund of Central 
Indiana, and the Brebeuf Je-
suit Board of Trustees.

Committed to sustain-
able growth and represent-
ing the diverse opinions of 
the community, Dr. Joshi 
believes in putting the needs 
of Carmel residents first.

Carmel sees most Democrats run
for City Council seats since 2007

http://indianavoters.com
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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

Uncorked Express 
with Mallow Run Winery 

Saturday, March 11th 
2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Sip on a dry red or relax with a sweet 
rose in our 1956 Santa Fe Dining car. 
Each ticket includes 3 wine samples 

along with a charcuterie cup to enjoy.  

Saturday, March 11

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

St. Patrick’s Day Express 
Adult only- Friday, March 17th  

5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Jam to bagpipers and Irish tunes while 

enjoying an evening on the rails
Family friendly rides Saturday, March 18th 

1 p.m. and 3 p.m.  
While on board hear Irish music and maybe 

catch a glimpse of a live leprechaun

March 17 - 18

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Easter Express
A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is 

pretty sure they are somewhere on the train! 
Come share in a little rail adventure as you 

roll through the countryside to see the trees in 
bloom while enjoying a snack and a springtime 

story. Family Rides that last 65 minutes and 
include the train ride and on-board story, a 

special signature drink and cookie.

April 1, 2 & 8

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday February 17
Bobby Stardust on keyboard

with vocalist Leta

Business Cards

 Family Law • Real Estate Law • Estate Planning 
Probate • Business • Personal Injury 
Litigation • Guardianship • Adoption 
Expungements • Elder Law • Appeals

136 South Ninth Street, Noblesville, IN 46060 
alli@noblesvilleattorney.com 

(317) 773-1974

Gender, power, politics, 
family secrets . . . this 
production has it all

By ADAM CROWE
A Seat on the Aisle

This week brings ASO-
TA to the first production of 
2023 at Indianapolis’ Fon-
seca Theatre Company. The 
Fonseca has designated this 
season the Season of Choic-
es and they start with a big 
swing by producing Rachel 
Lynett’s Abortion Road 
Trip.

Prior to this production, 
the play received a work-
shop production produced 
by Theatre Prometheus as 
part of Capital Fringe where 
it won Best Comedy (2017) 
and then was later presented 
by Theatre Prometheus, as 
a part of the 2017 Kennedy 
Center’s Page to Stage Festi-
val. If the playwright’s name 
rings a bell, Fonseca pro-
duced her award-winning 
play, Apologies to Lorraine 
Hansberry (You Too August 
Wilson) in May 2021.

Based upon the title 
alone, you might assume 
that Abortion Road Trip is 
a pointed examination of a 
very hot-button issue.

And you’d be right.
The U.S. Supreme 

Court’s Dobbs decision 
(finding that abortion is 
NOT a Constitutional right) 
was the impetus for the pro-
duction, though the play it-
self pre-dates that decision.

Set in 2016, Lynett’s 
story centers on two sisters 
and the journey they take 
from Texas to New Mexico 
to obtain the medical care 
of the play’s title. If you are 
looking for “balanced” or a 
two-sided examination of a 
very polarizing issue, this is 

not the play for you. That 
is not to say that it spends 
its time demonizing one 
side or the other. Rather, 
Lynett’s story involves six 
women with various con-
nections to abortions, only 
one of whom represents a 
point of view that finds the 
procedure morally objec-
tionable. The other char-
acters ultimately leave the 
decision to the woman who 
is pregnant.

That woman, Lexa, 
played by Viviana Qui-
nones, is accompanied on 
her journey by her sister 
Minnie, played by Leona 
Jones. For plot purposes, the 
two travel by taxi, driven by 
a “Driver,” played excel-
lently by Carrie Ann Schlat-
ter. Paige Scott and Megan 
Ann Jacobs ably play vari-
ous supporting roles, but the 
playwright’s focus is on the 

sisters and their driver. 
Director Abby Schar-

brough has assembled a 
somewhat uneven cast, and 
that occasionally affected 
my ability to fully believe 
all the characters at times. 
More noticeably, the play-
wright has overstuffed her 
story with so many issues, 
coincidences, and plot con-
trivances, that it is some-
times difficult for the audi-
ence to stay invested in the 
naturalism of the main sto-
ry itself. However, Lynett 
has a gift for dialogue. It is 
mostly smart and often very 
funny. When she sticks to 
the central characters, she 
tells an honest, compas-
sionate story of the choices 
that women face and the re-
sulting consequences.

Bernard Killian’s set de-
sign and Jeanne Bowling’s 
costume design were both 

effective. No lighting or 
sound designer was listed.

Bottom line: If you ap-
preciate contemporary the-
ater that confronts issues of 
gender, power, and politics 
(with a dash of family se-
crets), I suspect that you will 
find Abortion Road Trip to 
be worth your time. I’ll take 
thoughtful, issue-oriented 
theater (even with faults) 
over low stakes, timid sto-
ries any day.

Fonseca Theatre Com-
pany’s production of Rachel 
Lynett’s Abortion Road Trip 
runs Thursdays through 
Sundays through Feb. 26 
at FTC’s home at 2508 W. 
Michigan St., Indianapolis. 
Tickets and further informa-
tion can be found at fonse-
catheatre.org.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photo by Ankh Productions
(From left) Carrie Ann Schlatter as Driver, Viviana Quiñones as Lexa, and 
Leona Jones as Minnie in a scene from FTC’s abortion road trip.

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
http://www.fonsecatheatre.org/
http://www.fonsecatheatre.org/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
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Today’s BiBle Reading
Then the seven angels who had the seven 

trumpets prepared to sound them.
The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there 

came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was 
hurled down on the earth. A third of the earth was 
burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, 
and all the green grass was burned up.

The second angel sounded his trumpet, and 
something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was 
thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into 
blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea 
died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a 
great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on 
a third of the rivers and on the springs of water— 
the name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the 
waters turned bitter, and many people died from 
the waters that had become bitter.

The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a 
third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, 
and a third of the stars, so that a third of them 
turned dark. A third of the day was without light, 
and also a third of the night.

As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying 
in midair call out in a loud voice: “Woe! Woe! 
Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the 
trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other 
three angels!”

Revelation 8:6-13 (NIV)
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James H. Parks
July 28, 1930 – February 12, 2023

James H. Parks, 92, Carmel, passed away peacefully on 
February 12, 2023. He was born in Holt 
County, Neb., on July 28, 1930. After 
graduating from Page High School, he 
joined the Air Force in 1950.

While stationed in Spokane, Wash., 
he met Theresa Manning. They mar-
ried in 1955. After retiring from the Air 
Force in 1972, he moved his family to 
Carmel, graduated from Butler Uni-
versity, and became a Certified Public 
Accountant. He was an avid walker on 
the Monon Trail where he befriended 
many dogs and their owners.

In addition to his parents, James 
was preceded in death by his wife of 

more than 48 years, Theresa; and his sons, James B. (Jan-
ice) and Michael.

Survivors include his daughter, Suzanne Andres (Pat-
rick); son, Alan (Beverly), son Terry (Cindy); siblings; Dona 
Trowbridge (Richard), Virgil (Pauline), Marilyn Kucera 
(Ken), and Ted (Dorothy); sister-in-law, Loretta Manning 
Burbach; seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

Family and friends are invited to pay respects from 10 
to 11 a.m. on Monday, February 20, 2023, at Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel Catholic Church, where the Mass of Christian 
Burial will be conducted at 11 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to your 
favorite charity. 

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the fam-
ily in arrangements.

Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

Marie l. Rayle dawson Covey
december 25, 1936 – February 13, 2023

Marie L. Rayle Dawson Covey, 86, McCordsville, 
passed away on Monday, February 
13, 2023, at Majestic Care of Mc-
Cordsville. She was born on Decem-
ber 25, 1936, to Robert Rayle and 
Vivia (VanScyoc) Wright in West-
field.

Marie worked as a salesperson 
for Sears. She attended Restoration 
Church where she helped with the 
food pantry. Marie also attended 

Lakeview Wesleyan Church and loved to sing gospel 
music.

She is survived by her sons, Jan Dawson and Larry 
Dawson; brothers, Robert Rayle II and Richard Rayle; 
sister, Jackie Cook; eight grandchildren; and several 
great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, Marie was preceded in 
death by her sons, Gary L. Dawson and Tracy L. Daw-
son.

Visitation will be held from noon to 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, February 18, 2023, at Randall & Roberts Funeral 
Home, 1150 Logan St., Noblesville.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

guy William eoff 
July 16, 1942 – February 8, 2023 

Guy W. Eoff, Westfield, passed away on Wednesday, 
February 8, 2023. He was born in Wa-
namaker, Ind., on July 16, 1942. 

Guy worked as a laboratory techni-
cian at Eli Lilly & Co. in Indianapolis. 
He was a volunteer firefighter, helped 
organize the Indianapolis Air Show for 
many years, and he was a member of 
the Indiana Wing of the Confederate 
Air Force. He was also active in coach-
ing girls’ club soccer. 

Guy is preceded in death by his father Guy, mother 
Mary, and brother Gordon. He is survived by his wife of 49 
years, Mary Jo Eoff; daughters, Erica Matthews (Jay), Erin 
Hayes (Jeff), and Emily Baas (Ian); as well as four grand-
children and his sister, Mary Jean Gallagher (Jim). 

A celebration of life will be arranged at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Parkin-

son’s Foundation (parkinson.org).
Condolences: fisherfunerals.com

Barbara elliott Palmer
January 10, 1930 – February 6, 2023

Barbara Elliott Palmer, 93, passed away February 6, 
2023, after complications from a recent 
stroke. She was born January 10, 1930. 
She graduated from Arsenal Technical 
High School in 1947 and Butler Uni-
versity in 1951 with a degree in second-
ary education. She taught at the former 
Tudor Hall School in Indianapolis and 
at Hughes High School in Cincinnati, 
and later did substitute teaching.

In 1953, she married the love of her 
life, John Palmer, who preceded her in death in 2013 after 60 
years of marriage. They traveled extensively visiting many 
countries around the world, as well as taking numerous va-
cations to various Caribbean Islands with the entire fam-
ily. She loved golf, boating, water skiing (at age 89!) and 
lake living on Wawasee and Morse. Barbara loved spending 
quality time with her children and grandchildren and never 
wanted to miss the activities of her three grandchildren. She 
was an avid college and professional football and basketball 
fan and watched golf every Sunday afternoon.

She was employed by the Indiana Legislature in 1972 
and worked for the House of Representatives for 18 years. 
She was elected to and served on the Pike Township Ad-
visory Board for 13 years and held several positions in the 
Pike Township Republican organization, such as precinct 
committeeman, vice ward chairman, and president of the 
Pike Republican Club. She was a member of the Pi Beta 
Phi Sorority, Kappa Kappa Sigma Sorority, St. Luke’s Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Pebble Brook Ladies Golf Club, and 
more recently, The Willows group in her community.

Barbara was preceded in death by her parents, Minnie 
and Arlast Elliott; sister, Betty (Harry) Hagans; brothers-
in-law, Joseph (Miriam) Palmer and Robert (Betty) Palm-
er; nephews, Mark Hagans and John Robert Palmer; and 
niece, Amy Palmer. Survivors include son, Larry (Pam) 
Palmer; daughter, Patti (Tom) Dean; grandchildren, Alec 
(Heather Long) Dean, Abby (Huston) Spencer, and Elle 
Palmer; niece, Sue (Craig) Sears; nephew, Evan Palmer; 
and great-nieces and great-nephews.

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 18 at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, 100 W. 
86th St., with a gathering and luncheon immediately fol-
lowing.

Contributions in lieu of flowers may be made to: St. 
Luke’s UMC or the American Stroke Association. Family 
and friends are welcome to sign the online guestbook for 
Barbara at flannerbuchanan.com.
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Wrestlers across Indiana 

are getting geared up for the 
IHSAA state finals, which 
take place this weekend at 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse.

Hamilton County has 
a solid group heading to 
downtown Indianapolis, 
as 14 local wrestlers quali-
fied for the state finals this 
season. Carmel, Hamilton 
Southeastern and Westfield 
each three state qualifiers, 
while Noblesville has two 
advancing to state. Fishers, 
Guerin Catholic and Hamil-
ton Heights all qualified one 
wrestler to state.

Carmel’s roster includes 
sophomore Michael Major, 
who is unbeaten for the sea-
son at 25-0. Major will take 
on Prairie Heights sopho-
more Brock Hagewood in 
the first round Friday after-
noon. Another local wres-
tler to watch is Hamilton 
Heights senior Evan Tilton, 
who holds a 48-1 record. 
Tilton wrestlers Griffith se-
nior Connor Cervantes, who 
is 41-1, in the first round.

Gates open for the state 
finals Friday at 12:30 p.m., 
then all state-qualifying 
wrestlers will be honored in 
the Parade of Champions at 
1:30 p.m. The meet begins at 

2:30 p.m. with competition 
in the 106- to 145-pound 
weight classes, then the 152- 
to 285-pound weight classes 
wrestle starting at 5:30 p.m.

All first-round winners 
advance to Saturday’s place-
ment rounds, where they are 
guaranteed a finish in the 
top eight.

Here is a list of Hamil-
ton County’s state-qualify-
ing wrestlers and their first-
round opponents.

113 pounds
Porter Temples, Westfield 

(sophomore, 30-14) vs. Char-
lie LaRocca, Center Grove 
(junior, 38-2)

Jackson Elliott, Carmel (se-
nior, 31-7) vs. Preston Haines, 
Brownsburg (junior, 28-9)

120 pounds
Peter Nguyen, Guer-

in Catholic (junior, 39-4) vs. 
Jake Hockaday, Brownsburg 
(sophomore, 29-4)

126 pounds
Griffin Ingalls, Fishers (se-

nior, 38-4) vs. Guillermo Rive-
ra, Lake Central (junior, 34-7)

138 pounds
Michael Major, Carmel 

(sophomore, 25-0) vs. Brock 
Hagewood, Prairie Heights 
(sophomore, 33-5)

145 pounds
Ike O’Neill, Westfield (se-

nior, 38-4) vs. Luke Robards, 
Evansville Central (senior, 38-3)

152 pounds
Jason Rooney, Westfield 

(senior, 25-11) vs. Beau Bra-
bender, Mishawaka (junior, 40-4)

Zach Lang, Hamilton 
Southeastern (junior, 34-7) 
vs. Hunter Miller, Wawasee 
(senior, 35-6)

Carter Richardson, No-
blesville (junior, 32-14) vs. 
Adrian Pellot, Merrillville 
(sophomore, 36-5)

160 pounds
Nathan Powell, Carm-

el (senior, 18-2) vs. Michael 
Hutchison, Cascade (senior, 
41-5)

170 pounds
Zack Wagner, Hamilton 

Southeastern (senior, 36-6) 

vs. Cody Goodwin, Crown 
Point (senior, 21-4)

182 pounds
Evan Tilton, Hamilton 

Heights (senior, 48-1) vs. 
Connor Cervantes, Griffith 
(senior, 41-1)

220 pounds
Austin Hastings, Nobles-

ville (junior, 37-4) vs. Brady 
Beck, Rochester (junior, 41-1)

285 pounds
Dom Burgett, Hamilton 

Southeastern (senior, 35-2) 
vs. Tyler Wright, Eastern (se-
nior, 37-4)

Wrestling

Hamilton County’s 14 wrestlers 
gearing for weekend of state finals

Swimmers of the Year:
Alex Shackell & Molly Sweeney, Carmel

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County 

Reporter has named two 
Carmel swimmers, sopho-
more Alex Shackell (left) 
and freshman Molly Swee-
ney (right), as its 2023 Girls 
Swimmers of the Year.

Shackell is already half-
way through an amazing 
career for the Greyhounds, 
adding four state champion-
ships to her total during last 
weekend’s state meet. Shac-
kell set new state records 
in winning the 50 freestyle 
(21.93 seconds) and but-
terfly (50.89 seconds), then 
was part of national record 
setting relay teams: The 
medley relay (1:36.98) and 
the 200 free relay (1:30.23).

Sweeney joined Shac-
kell on both of those win-
ning relays, then won two 
individual state champion-
ships of her own. Sweeney 
was first in the individual 
medley (1:56.82) and the 
breaststroke (59.78 sec-
onds), making her the first 
freshman to go 4-for-4 at the 
state meet since Carmel’s 
Claire Adams in 2013.

2023 Hamilton County Reporter Girls Swimming All-County Team
Name School Grade
Berit Berglund Carmel Senior
Lauren Bergman Hamilton Southeastern Senior
Lynsey Bowen Carmel Sophomore
Addison Carlile Fishers Freshman
Meghan Christman Carmel Senior
Audrey Crawford Hamilton Southeastern Junior
Erin Cummins Carmel Senior
Grace Dougherty Carmel Junior
Lucy Enoch Carmel Freshman
Keira Kask Carmel Senior
Madelyn Lathrop Carmel Junior
Nalanie Marinel Cortez Fishers Senior
Kate Mouser Fishers Senior
Jo Jo Ramey Fishers Senior
Ashley Saple Hamilton Southeastern Senior
Emma Schwertfeger Fishers Sophomore
Alex Shackell Carmel Sophomore
Avery Stein Fishers Junior
Anna Stolle Hamilton Southeastern Senior
Molly Sweeney Carmel Freshman
Alexandra Ward Carmel Sophomore
Vivian Wilson Carmel Senior

Name School Grade
Kayla Barr Carmel Sophomore
Claire Francis Fishers Sophomore
Naomi Haines Hamilton Southeastern Freshman
Avery Hannon Fishers Freshman
Ellie Hayward Noblesville Sophomore
Katelyn Kertin Hamilton Southeastern Senior
Parker Kurzawa Carmel Senior
Sabrina Ledwith Noblesville Freshman
Teegan Madara Hamilton Heights Junior
Maya McDonald Noblesville Junior
Eryn McMahon Noblesville Freshman
Grace Newton Hamilton Southeastern Senior
Ava Olson Hamilton Southeastern Senior
Gretchen Osmun Fishers Senior
Frankie Ramey Fishers Freshman
Caroline Santerre Noblesville Senior 
Emma Schumacher Fishers Sophomore
Alyssa Street Carmel Junior
Exley Tricker Noblesville Sophomore
Haddie Vohs Noblesville Freshman
Kiley Zoeller Hamilton Southeastern Sophomore

Name School Grade
Isabella Amaya Westfield Senior
Alexa Boillat Westfield Senior
Helena Gibson Carmel Freshman
Eloise Harrison Hamilton Southeastern Junior
Eliana Hill Westfield Sophomore
Alexandra Irvin Westfield Junior
Campbell Lively-Mason Hamilton Heights Sophomore
Bridget Mick Westfield Sophomore
Melaina Munson Carmel Junior
Ella Penny Hamilton Southeastern Senior

FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM HONORABLE MENTION

SHaRE YoUR NEWS!
Broadcast your community’s news
to readers across Hamilton county

News@ReadTheReporter.com
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Thursday, Feb. 16
BOYS SWIMMING SECTIONALS

Carmel, Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Noblesville, 5:30 p.m.
Fishers, Hamilton Heights at Hamilton Southeastern, 6 p.m.

University at North Central, 6 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 17
BOYS BASKETBALL

Guerin Catholic at Roncalli, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Brownsburg, 7:30 p.m.

Noblesville at Avon, 7:30 p.m.
Twin Lakes at Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.

Warren Central at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.
Westfield at Franklin Central, 7:30 p.m.

Zionsville at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.
WRESTLING STATE FINALS

At Gainbridge Fieldhouse
First round, 106 to 145 pounds, 2 p.m.

First round, 152 to 285 pounds, 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 18
BOYS BASKETBALL

Evansville Christian at Noblesville, 2:30 p.m.
University at Decatur Central, 3:30 p.m.
Sheridan at Western Boone, 7:30 p.m.
BOYS SWIMMING SECTIONALS

Diving prelims, 9 a.m.
Swimming and diving finals, 1 p.m.

Carmel, Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Noblesville
Fishers, Hamilton Heights at Hamilton Southeastern

University at North Central
GIRLS BASKETBALL SEMI-STATES

At Huntington North
Fishers vs. Fort Wayne Snider, 10 a.m.

Lake Central vs. South Bend Washington, noon
Championship, 8 p.m.

At La Porte
Hamilton Heights vs. Twin Lakes, 11 a.m. (10 a.m. CT)

Tippecanoe Valley vs. Fairfield, 1 p.m. (Noon CT)
Championship, 8:30 p.m. (7:30 p.m. CT)

GYMNASTICS
Noblesville at Southmont, noon
WRESTLING STATE FINALS

At Gainbridge Fieldhouse
Quarterfinals, 9 a.m. (Semi-finals to follow)

Consolation matches, 4:30 p.m.
Championship matches, 7:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

SPoRTS ScHEDULE

By CAMILA FERNANDEZ
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Getting a new head 
coach is exciting for a lot of 
Colts fans.

Some fans say while 
they are thankful for the 
work Interim Coach Jeff Sat-
urday put into the team, they 
also want to see more wins 
and are hopeful that the new 
head coach, Shane Steichen, 
will help make it happen.

Jake Query, morning co-
host at 107.5 The Fan, said, 
“Shane Steichen was a guy 
that was on the radar fairly 
early … They went with an 
offensive coach. They went 

with a young coach.”
Query took a closer look 

at the change.
“I think it’s the right 

step,” he said. “I think it’s 
the right first step, but I think 
there are still auxiliary steps 
that have to take place, two, 
three, and four, and also ros-
ter building that has to take 
place in order for Indianap-
olis to get where they want 
to go.

“Maybe this brings some 
long-term stability. You have 
to hope! And if not you go 
right back into the revolving 
door in four or five years, 
but buckle in because it’ll be 
fun to watch,” Query said. 

“Steichen obviously com-
ing from a situation where 
Philadelphia had a dynamic 
offense. He’s worked with 
multiple quarterbacks of 
varying styles, so I think 
that gives Indianapolis some 
flexibility of what they want 
to try to do schematically in 
terms of their offense.”

Colts fans know what 
they want for the new foot-
ball season. Jessica Cicchi-
ni, an Indianapolis resident, 
said, “I guess just win more 
games.”

Fans will be depending 
on the former Philadelphia 
Eagles offensive coordina-
tor to move the team into a 

different direction. Court-
ney Kooy, an Indianapolis 
resident, said, “With a new 
coach coming in, maybe a 
new strategy. Hopefully, a 
more stable quarterback sit-
uation. That’s my hope for 
this year.”

Kooy also said she’s 
thankful for the former in-
terim head coach.

“I love Jeff Saturday,” 
Kooy. “I think anybody 
from Indianapolis loves Jeff 
Saturday. They tried it out 
and I think he did the best 
he could. That’s not his job. 
I mean he did great, but we 
know that we really need a 
permanent head coach.”

Colts fans react to new head coach Shane Steichen

Noblesville’s own Brooke Lahee
commits to University of Louisville

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Brooke Lahee has committed to the University of Louisville cross country and 
track and field teams. (Front row, from left) Andrea Lahee (mother), Brooke Lahee, William Lahee 
(father). (Back row, from left) Hannah Dwyer (Noblesville Girls’ Cross Country Assistant Coach), 
Alyssa Lahee (sister), Aaron Becker (Noblesville Girls’ Cross Country Head Coach), and A.J. 
Snyder (Noblesville Girls’ Cross Country Assistant Coach).
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