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Today: HIGH WIND WATCH.

Gusts to 60 mph! Morning showers
and storms. Some could be severe.
Morning high near 60, with temps
falling to the mid 40s by afternoon.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy. 
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“I’ll work to elevate Carmel and bring more transparency 
and a community-driven vision to City Hall.”

Public computer offers help to
local residents facing eviction
Program developed by Indiana Bar Foundation provides 

free access to legal services for underserved residents
The REPORTER

Hamilton County residents 
facing eviction or housing in-
stability now have a free legal 
resource at their fin-
gertips. A new desk-
top computer, scan-
ner, and printer with 
access to Indiana-
Legalhelp.org were 
installed in the court’s 
Legal Self-Help Cen-
ter last week. 

“In Indiana, hous-
ing evictions are con-
sidered a civil mat-
ter,” Court Administrator Jill 
Acklin said, “which means in-
dividuals are not provided legal 
representation and are often left 
to navigate the legal system on 
their own. Resources like these 
are critical in helping Hoosiers 
access the resources they need – 
especially those who don’t have 
access to reliable internet con-
nectivity.”   

The Indiana Bar Foundation 
received a $13 million two-year 

grant from the Indiana Hous-
ing and Community Develop-
ment Authority to fund the de-
velopment and deployment of 

120 self-help kiosks. 
At least one will be 
placed in each of In-
diana’s 92 counties. 
Each kiosk provides 
legal forms, instruc-
tional videos, referrals 
to free and low-cost 
legal services, and a 
statewide calendar of 
free legal advice clin-
ics. The kiosks will 

begin offering other legal topics 
later this year.    

“These kiosks are an inno-
vative solution to increasing 
access to justice and providing 
underserved communities ser-
vices they so badly need,” Ack-
lin added.  

Individuals needing legal 
help with an eviction or hous-
ing instability are encouraged 
to access resources offered at 
IndianaLegalhelp.org.

Acklin

Photo provided
At least one of these self-help kiosks will be installed in 
each of Indiana’s 92 counties.

Westfield Lions Club ramps 
up its scholarship program

The REPORTER
The Westfield Lions Club 

is now accepting applications 
for four scholarships to be 
awarded to Westfield High 
School graduating seniors. 
Each of these four scholar-
ships is valued at $2,000.

The scholarships include 
the Lester Tudor Memori-
al Scholarship for academic 
achievements and the Florence 
Benson Memorial Scholarship 
for combining community ser-
vice and academic excellence. 
The other two scholarships, 
the Don Russel Career Devel-
opment Scholarship and the 
Trade & Vocational School 

Scholarship, are 
for students 
planning to 
attend trade 
or vocation-
al schools.

In ad-
dition to 
these four 
scholarships, 
the Westfield 
Lions are working 
on appropriating fund-
ing for additional scholarships 
for students in the SOS (Ser-
vice over Self) Club. The SOS 
Club focuses on performing 
service work in the Westfield 
community.  

The Lions 
are planning 

a pancake 
b r e a k f a s t 
f u n d r a i s -
er for the 
“ M i r a c l e 
L e a g u e , ” 

which pro-
vides op-

portunities for 
children with dis-

abilities to play base-
ball. Details for the March 18 
event, to be held in the West-
field High School cafeteria, 
will be coming soon. 

Applications for the Lions’ 
scholarships are now available 

through the Westfield High 
School Guidance Office. Ap-
plications will be received un-
til March 27, 2023.

Scholarship recipients will 
be honored by the Westfield 
Lions Club at a meeting in 
May.

The Westfield Lions Club 
has been a part of the Westfield 
and Washington Township 
community since being char-
tered in 1930. Now meeting in 
their new building at 1031 E. 
169th St., the Lions welcome 
anyone interested in becoming 
a member.  Go to Westfield-
Lions.org to find out more 
about the club and how to join.

The Working Hungry documentary 
film to show in Westfield on Feb. 16

Stay after the film for an expert panel discussion
about food insecurity issues across the state of Indiana
The REPORTER

A new documentary film, 
The Working Hungry, will be 
shown at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 16 at New Joy Lutheran 
Church, 316 W. 156th St., West-
field, and followed by a panel 
discussion by many community 
leaders about food insecurity 
and hunger in Indiana. 

The Working Hungry is a 
30-minute film built around the 
stories of three families, and 

through them the stories of more 
than 700,000 people across the 
state of Indiana. Most of these 
are working families, and their 
hunger is hidden from those 
around them.  

The compelling documentary 
asks why, in a time of low unem-
ployment and food abundance, 
is food insecurity and hunger so 
prevalent and what can be done. 
The Working Hungry will dive 
deep into the reality of food inse-

curity in Indiana, and what more 
could be done to destigmatize 
the conversation, more clearly 
understand underlying causes, 
and truly end hunger.

Following the showing at 
New Joy Lutheran Church, The 
Working Hungry and relevant 
discussions will take place state-
wide hosted by over 30 organiza-
tions. Information about all up-
coming showings can be found 
at Indy hunger Network.

The Working Hungry is 
made possible by Ascension 
St. Vincent, Indy Hunger 
Network, and with additional 
support from Dave and Robin 
Miner, Steve and Cindy Gill-
man, and Brandt and Christine 
Lawson.

The screening at New Joy 
Lutheran Church is free, but 
you must reserve a spot on 
Eventbrite. Click here to get 
your spot at the film screening.

An election 
is coming

ray adler
Ask Adler

COlUMNISTThe problem with 
the Democrats is they 
are trying to put lip-
stick on a pig, but they 
have 50 pigs and only 
one lipstick.

President Biden 
will have big shoes for 
the Democrats to fill 
but filling his other end 
is what many worry 
about. He’s not worried 
about the deficit – it’s big enough to look 
out for itself.

Politics is the gentle art of getting votes 
from the poor and campaign funds from 
the rich by promising to protect each from 
the other. A politician is a person who can 
make waves and then make you think he's 
the only one who can save the ship. There 
are many men of principle in both parties in 
America, but there is no party of principle.

All of us who are concerned for peace 
and triumph of reason and justice must be 
keenly aware how small influence and rea-
son and honest goodwill exert upon events 
in the political field. Politics is the art of 
looking for trouble, finding it whether it ex-
ists or not, diagnosing it incorrectly, and ap-
plying the wrong remedy. It is a good thing 
that we don’t get all the politics that we pay 
for. We hang the petty thieves and appoint 
the great ones to public office.

The whole aim of practical politics is 
to keep the populace alarmed (and hence 
clamorous to be led to safety) by menacing 
it with an endless series of hobgoblins, all of 
them imaginary.

“You may fool all the people some of 
the time, you can even fool some of the peo-
ple all of the time, but you cannot fool all of 
the people all the time.” – Abraham Lincoln

See Election . . . Page 2

HSE school board
members set to decide

on $5.7M in federal
mental health funds

By CAMILA FERNANDEZ
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A multimillion-dollar federal grant to 
help address the mental health of stu-
dents faces opposition at Hamilton South-
eastern Schools.

Parents have raised concerns about what 
this could mean for their students.

According to school officials, board mem-
bers could decide to not accept the funding, 
but some parents tell News 8 that expanding 
mental health services is a no-brainer.

The school board meeting was meeting 
Wednesday night at the school district’s Cen-
tral Office, 13485 Cumberland Road, Fish-
ers. About 25 people planned to speak to the 
board members about the grant. Each person 
was limited to two minutes of testimony.

Before Wednesday’s meeting, Brooke 
Lawson, the mental health and school coun-
seling coordinator at HSE Schools, told 
News 8, “I care about the kids here and 
I feel like they’re the ones that lose if we 
don’t accept this funding.”

Lane Skeeters, a parent with two stu-
dents in Hamilton Southeastern Schools, 
told News 8, “That would be very frustrat-
ing to me and my son and his friends and 
everybody involved.” 

HSE Schools’ grant that totals $5.7 mil-
lion is part of the Bipartisan Safer Commu-
nities Act.

According to Lawson, the school district 
has seen a gap between students’ needs and 
available mental health services. The grant 
could provide more high school counselors, 
and social workers at elementary students.

See HSE Grant . . . Page 2
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14701 Tom Wood Way
 

Noblesville, IN 46060 317.853.4552

Once you take charge, there’s

NO GOING BACK
ID.4 Electric SUV

PP VVAAIILL
Advocating for Vi ctims of Crime & Abuse

I was born and raised right here 
in Noblesville. I grew up in a 
home without domestic violence 
or assault - it wasn’t something 
I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail 
of Central Indiana, I was shocked 
by the number of individuals 

violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail 
helped more than 4,000 clients 
in Hamilton County (nearly 80 
percent of clients are women 
and children). Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to 
discuss, so you don’t often hear 
about them. But at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and 
raising awareness for Prevail, an 
organization that helps families 
in Hamilton County. 
- Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton 
County families 

violence and sexual 
abuse, you can donate 
the following items:

• Individually 
packaged snacks 

• Lysol 
• Hand sanitizer
• Disinfecting wipes

Tom Wood Volkswagen 
in Noblesville, 
14701 Tom Wood Way.

RESERVE YOURS TODAY !
at Tom Wood Volkswagen Noblesville *

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

*See dealer for details.

Democrats are the party 
that said government doesn’t 
work and then get elected 
and prove it. “Politics is sup-
posed to be the second-old-
est profession. I have come 
to realize that it bears a very 
close resemblance to the 
first.” – Ronald Reagan

“In politics, stupidity is 
not a handicap.” – Napoleon 
Bonaparte.

“A leader takes people 
where they want to go. A 
great leader takes people 
where they don't necessarily 
want to go, but ought to be.” 
– Rosalynn Carter

“Mankind will never see 
an end of trouble until lovers 
of wisdom come to hold po-

litical power, or the holders 
of power become lovers of 
wisdom.” – Plato

“An honest public ser-
vant can't become rich in 
politics. He can only attain 
greatness and satisfaction 
by service. It is amazing 
what you can accomplish if 
you do not care who gets the 
credit.” – Harry S Truman

“It is not the critic who 
counts; not the man who 
points out how the strong 
man stumbles, or where 
the doer of deeds could 
have done them better. The 
credit belongs to the man 
who is actually in the are-
na, whose face is marred by 
dust and sweat and blood; 

who strives valiantly; who 
errs, who comes short again 
and again, because there 
is no effort without error 
and shortcoming; but who 
does actually strive to do 
the deeds; who knows great 
enthusiasms, the great devo-
tions; who spends himself in 
a worthy cause; who at the 
best knows in the end the tri-
umph of high achievement, 
and who at the worst, if he 
fails, at least fails while dar-
ing greatly, so that his place 
shall never be with those 
cold and timid souls who 
neither know victory nor de-
feat.” – Theodore Roosevelt

An election is coming. 
Let your voices be heard.

Election
from Page 1

The REPORTER
The Westfield Cham-

ber is offering three $1,000 
scholarship opportunities to 
graduating seniors and one 
$1,000 scholarship to an 
adult furthering their educa-
tion. The online application 
can be found at Westfield-
ChamberIndy.com/schol-
arships. 

During the Westfield 
Chamber's 42-year history, 
the Chamber has awarded 
tens of thousands of dollars 
to deserving individuals in 
Washington Township. The 
Board of Directors are proud 
to see the tradition continue 
again this year. 

The 2023 Scholarships 
are made possible because 
of the generous support from 
Westfield companies and in-
dividuals. This year's spon-
sors include: Steve Rupp, 
The Zulu Group | Keller 
Williams realty; Dr. Paul 
Kaiser, Westfield Washing-
ton Schools Superinten-
dent; and Westfield Cham-
ber of Commerce Individual 
Member Contributions.

“While the Westfield 
Chamber will continue to 
support Westfield High 
School graduating se-
niors, we saw a growing 
need to support other stu-

dents living in Washington 
Township,” said Janelle 
Campbell, Immediate Past 
Westfield Chamber Chair-
woman, and Scholarship 
Ad-Hoc Committee Chair. 
“I am excited to see the 
Board expand our schol-
arship offerings to include 
all students in Washington 
Township, including home-
schooled students and stu-
dents attending Guerin 
Catholic High School, Op-
tions High School, or other 
area schools. There is a real 
need to support students 
looking to participate in a 
vocational school or return 
to school after some time 
away. We hope to see our 
ability to offer these types 
of scholarships continue to 
grow in the years to come.”

One of the three schol-
arships offered is the Hal 
Eugene Montgomery Entre-
preneur Scholarship, named 
in honor of Montgomery 
for his entrepreneurial spir-
it. For 32 years, he worked 
as an electrician for Navis-
tar. He owned Monty’s 
Restaurant for eight years 

and Westfield Carry-Out li-
quor store for 30 years. He 
was active in the Westfield 
Chamber of Commerce and 
was an active member of 
Main Street Productions. He 
and his wife met at West-
field High School.

Two scholarships are 
offered to graduating se-
niors, and a new scholarship 
named the Dr. Paul Kai-
ser Continuing Education 
Scholarship is open to any 
high school senior or adult 
in Washington Township 
who has decided to further 
their education. The fund 
is named in honor of cur-
rent Westfield Washington 
Schools superintendent Dr. 
Kaiser, who believes in 
continuing your education 
throughout life. Dr. Kaiser 
has over 40 years of expe-
rience in teaching and is 
a valuable member of the 
Westfield community.

The scholarships are 
awarded to Washington 
Township residents who 
plan to further their educa-
tion. The application dead-
line is Friday, April 14.

Westfield Chamber offers 
$4,000 in scholarships

Thanks for reading The Reporter!

“Our student-to-school-
based mental health profes-
sional ratio is really high 
and receiving this grant is 
going to help us to lower 
that and give all kids more 
access to their school coun-
selors,” Lawson.

School Board Member 
Suzanne Thomas recently 
shared her thoughts about the 
grant on Facebook: “I want 
our students to have the ser-
vices and attention they need 
and as a fiscal conservative, 
I can only speak for myself, 
and say I am concerned with 
the large sum of money of 
this grant, and how it will af-
fect our school district once 
the five year term has com-
pleted … The school is not a 

health center, the purpose is 
education. The district must 
leave the medical services to 
the professionals.”

HSE parent Jacquelyn 
Thompson disagreed.

“But when you’re try-
ing to educate a child who 
has anxiety or depression or 
lacking social awareness in 
certain situations you can’t 
teach them math, you can’t 
teach them gym, so to be 
able to have these push ins 
and support at the schools 
for the students can make 
kids like going to school 
more,” Thompson said.

Fishers City Council 
Member Jocelyn Vare said, 
“COVID affected everyone. 
I don’t think today we fully 

understand how much harm 
it cost us emotionally and 
physically too especially re-
covering from the pandemic 
to have additional mental 
health support is crucial.”

Another parent, Jill 
Hutchinson, said, “This 
grant is for our children, and 
if the school board decides 
to vote down the acceptance 
of this grant, then they are 
only helping the negative 
stigma of receiving mental 
health assistance.”

News 8 reached out to 
Thomas for comment, but 
she did not reply before the 
airing of a story on News 8 
at 5 and 6 p.m. Wednesday.

News 8’s Reece Lindquist 
contributed to this story.

HSE Grant
from Page 1
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Keep in Touch with 
Hamilton County’s 
Business Community

Hamilton County Business Magazine  
publishes online six times a year

FREE Online Subscription 
Scan the QR Code

www.hamiltoncountybusiness.com

Now Hiring
Full Time

Must be 18 or older

If you like the outdoors, 
this fun and exciting job 

is for you!

Apply In Person
118 Cicero Rd., Noblesville

Contact Information:
Ask for Josh Kennedy

(317) 776-0129

Hamilton County announces 
Disability Employment Program 

to provide job opportunities
The REPORTER

A new Hamilton Coun-
ty-based Disability Em-
ployment Program trains 
individuals with disabilities 
and connects them with job 
opportunities in the local 
hospitality industry.

Hamilton County 
Tourism, Invest Hamilton 
County, and Janus Devel-
opmental Services estab-
lished the partnership pro-
gram with support from the 
local hospitality industry 
and American Rescue Plan 
Act recovery funds provid-
ed by the Hamilton County 
Board of Commissioners 
and Council. 

“Disadvantaged workers 
and the hospitality industry 
were both communities hit 
hard by the pandemic,” In-
vest Hamilton County Presi-
dent & CEO Mike Thibideau 
said. “This is a high-impact 
collaboration. Programs 
like this build community, 
provide economic opportu-

nity and help fill 
important roles in 
our ecosystem.” 

In Decem-
ber 2022, the 
first cohort be-
gan training at 
the Hampton Inn 
Fishers with great 
success. The indi-
viduals enlisted in 
the program pro-
vided pre-clean-
ing services to 
over 30 rooms in 
one day. Guests, 
employees, and 
hotel manage-
ment provided 
positive feedback 
and multiple indi-
viduals are on the 
path to permanent part-time 
positions.

“This program is a win-
win for these individuals 
who could thrive in a lodg-
ing community atmosphere, 
as well as the hotel man-
agers in need of talent to 

provide the best 
in hospitality ser-
vice,” Hamilton 
County Tourism 
President/CEO 
Brenda Myers 
said. “We appre-
ciate our partners 
for their innova-
tive thinking.”

The Disability 
Employment Pro-
gram will expand 
within Hamilton 
County in 2023. 
To learn more or 
become a hotel 
partner with this 
program, please 
contact Jill Doyle, 
Invest Hamilton 
County’s Senior 

Manager of Communica-
tions and Special Projects, 
at jdoyle@investhamilton-
county.com.

About Hamilton 
County Tourism

hamilton County 
Tourism Inc. is a nonprof-

it, destination management 
organization that promotes 
tourism growth through 
strategic marketing, hospi-
tality and development ini-
tiatives providing hospitali-
ty to more than four million 
visitors to Hamilton County 
each year.

About Invest 
Hamilton County

The Hamilton County 
Economic Development 
Corporation (dba Invest 
Hamilton County) is an 
economic development or-
ganization focused on talent 
attraction, retention, de-
velopment, and quality of 
life initiatives throughout 
Hamilton County. The of-
fice works with diverse and 
dynamic stakeholders from 
throughout the community 
to help local residents, busi-
nesses, and communities 
address barriers to economic 
vitality. For more informa-
tion, visit Investhamilton-
County.com.

Thibideau

Myers

The REPORTER
Some of the brightest 

students from Indiana are 
slated to test their knowledge 
as International Academic 
Competitions (IAC) holds its 
Indiana Winter Regional on 
Saturday, Feb. 11.

The event will feature in-
dividual competitions in his-
tory, geography, and science. 
Each event follows a buzz-
er-based question-and-an-
swer format, somewhat like 

Jeopardy! but with all ques-
tions drawn from the aca-
demic curriculum. Top finish-
ers will qualify for the IAC 
National Championships in 
Arlington, Va., in June. 

The Indiana event will 
take place at Westfield Mid-
dle School, 345 Hoover St. 
Competition runs from ap-
proximately 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
with finals tentatively sched-
uled for 11 a.m., 1:15 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

Founded by 19-time Jeop-
ardy! champion David Mad-
den in 2011, International 
Academic Competitions runs 
events for elementary, mid-
dle, and high school students 
across the country and around 
the world. The worldwide 

schedule features the Inter-
national History Olympiad 
in Rome and the Internation-
al Environmental Science 
Olympiad in Ecuador during 
the summer of 2023. More 
information about IAC can be 
found at iacompetitions.com.

Regional Academic Championship 
taking place Saturday in Westfield

List your group’s events on 

The Reporter’s
Events Calendar!
REadThEREpoRTER.Com/EvEnTs
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New arts camp aimed at 
youth with disabilities 
Prism Project launches in June at 

the Center for the Performing Arts
The REPORTER

Children and young 
adults with disabilities can 
explore their talents and 
make new friends at a sum-
mer camp debuting in June 
at the Center for the Per-
forming Arts in Carmel.

Adapted from a con-
cept developed at Ball State 
University, the Prism Proj-
ect at the Center is a four-
week performing arts camp 
designed for people aged 
6 to 22 with physical, de-
velopmental and cognitive 
disabilities. With guidance 
and one-on-one support 
from trained instructors 
and non-disabled peer vol-
unteers, the participants 
learn about self-expression 
through theater, dance, and 
vocal and instrumental mu-
sic. The program will cul-
minate in an original group 
performance on June 25.

The goal of the Prism 
Project is to provide an 
engaging performing arts 
program and close the gap 
in recreational activities for 

individuals with disabilities 
such as autism, cognitive 
delays, limited verbal com-
munication abilities and 
alternative communication 
requirements, as well as 
physical disabilities and 
sensory support needs such 
as vision and hearing im-
pairments. The activities are 
designed to help participants 
develop self-confidence, 
gain creative arts experience 
and build relationships.

The Prism Project at 
the Center also provides 
volunteer opportunities for 
college students and high 
school juniors and seniors 
who are interested in work-
ing with people with disabil-
ities.

“We’re proud to be of-
fering a new program that 
aligns so well with our ed-
ucational mission and also 

advances the principles of 
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion in our community,” 
said Jeffrey C. McDermott, 
President and CEO of the 
Center for the Performing 
Arts.

After a parent orienta-
tion session on May 31, the 
camp sessions are scheduled 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
from June 2 to 23. The final 
performance will take place 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, June 25, 
at the Center’s Studio The-
ater.

Camp registration is 
available at TheCenter-
Presents.org/PrismPro-
jectCamp. For more infor-
mation on accommodations 
and volunteer opportunities 
with the Prism Project at the 
Center, email outreach@
TheCenterPresents.org.

The REPORTER
The Indiana Demo-

cratic Party announced on 
Wednesday some of the 
candidates who are run-
ning for mayor in cities 
across the state. According 
to party officials, these in-
dividuals bring a wealth of 
experience and fresh per-
spectives to their races and 
are committed to working 
for the betterment of their 
communities.

“We are thrilled to have 
such a dynamic group of 
candidates running for may-

oral offices across 
Indiana,” said 
Mike Schmuhl, 
Chairman of the 
Indiana Dem-
ocratic Party. 
“These individu-
als bring a unique 
set of skills and 
experiences to 
their races, and 
these leaders – among many 
others as well – are ready to 
tackle the challenges facing 
their cities and our state.”

In Carmel, Miles Nel-
son, a small business own-

er and the first 
Democratic city 
councilor in city 
history, is run-
ning for mayor in 
the open seat left 
by the retirement 
of longtime May-
or Jim Brainard. 
Democrats have 
made major in-

roads in the Indianapolis 
suburb with Democratic 
candidates winning the city 
in 2022 and President Joe 

Nelson

Democrats putting up more
mayoral candidates across Indiana

The REPORTER
The Westfield Chamber 

of Commerce will hold its 
February luncheon from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 16 at The Club at Cha-
tham Hills, 1100 Chatham 
Hills Blvd., Westfield. The 
luncheon will feature Ivy 
Tech Hamilton County Chan-
cellor Dr. Stacy Atkinson.

With Ivy Tech Hamil-
ton County established as 
the newest campus of the 
community college system, 
Westfield has had a front-
row seat to watch Dr. Atkin-
son, the faculty, and the staff 
of the Ivy Tech Hamilton 
County Campus grow into 
a campus with 44 programs, 
the ability to confer its own 

degrees, and build 
a team from 16 
full-time employ-
ees to 58.

Dr. Atkinson 
will talk about the 
growing campus 
and how it is help-
ing to meet the 
needs of Hamilton 
County students. 
She will also discuss ways 
your business can partner 
with Ivy Tech.

Ivy Tech recognizes the 
growing demand for addi-
tional staff training across 
many industries, so she will 
discuss how they meet that 
need today and plan for the 
future.

The cherry on top: Dr. 

Atkinson will 
share some insight 
into her leader-
ship mantra, her 
ability to build re-
lationships every-
where she goes, 
and what it means 
to represent your 
company or brand 
in the commu-

nity. She has an insightful 
message to share and will 
no doubt keep you laughing 
throughout her presentation.

The Westfield Chamber 
encourages all members to 
come to learn more about 
the community college right 
here in your backyard.

Click here to register for 
the luncheon.

Atkinson

Ivy Tech Hamilton County Chancellor
to speak at Westfield Chamber luncheon

See Democrats . . . Page 5

https://tinyurl.com/3dvrzfn2
https://www.westfieldplayhouse.org/
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://thecenterpresents.org/PrismProjectCamp
https://thecenterpresents.org/PrismProjectCamp
https://thecenterpresents.org/PrismProjectCamp
mailto:Outreach%40TheCenterPresents.org?subject=
mailto:Outreach%40TheCenterPresents.org?subject=
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/february-chamber-luncheon-813420
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/february-chamber-luncheon-813420
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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

Valentine’s Express
February 14 at 5:30 p.m.

Climb aboard a historic train to 
experience a unique 90-minute ride 

through Hamilton County.  Families in 
the Platinum and Standard seating will 
enjoy a special themed treat and drink 
while taking in the sights and sounds 

of our 1950s train.
Tuesday, Feb. 14

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Uncorked Express 
Saturday, March 11th 

2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
oSip on a dry red or relax with a sweet 
rose in our 1956 Santa Fe Dining car. 
Each ticket includes 3 wine samples 

along with a charcuterie cup to enjoy.  

Saturday, March 11

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

St. Patrick’s Day Express 
Adult only- Friday, March 17th  

5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Jam to bagpipers and Irish tunes while 

enjoying an evening on the rails
Family friendly rides Saturday, March 18th 

1 p.m. and 3 p.m.  
While on board hear Irish music and maybe 

catch a glimpse of a live leprechaun

Saturday, March 11

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday Feb.10 Doug Henthorn
We will be open on Valentine’s 

Day! Call for Reservations

Business Cards

The REPORTER
The awards have been 

announced for this year’s 
Festival of Ice, which took 
place Jan. 20 along Main 
Street and the Ice at Carter 
Green. Once again, a tal-
ented group of ice carvers 
from around the Midwest 
came to Carmel to show-
case their skills.

The Festival of Ice, along 
with this weekend’s Carm-
el Winter Games, provides 
Carmel residents and visitors 
something fun to do in the 
colder months. When prop-
erly dressed, outdoor events 
can be fun and refreshing 
and help participants beat the 
frosty doldrums. In addition, 
local shops and restaurants 
continue to benefit as the city 
programs events throughout 
winter.

On the final day of 
competition, a large crowd 
cheered as the half-dozen 
ice carvers competed head-
to-head in a high speed 
carve-off at The Ice at Car-
ter Green. From a goldfish 
jumping out of a fish bowl 
to an intricate butterfly to 
the Excalibur sword, spec-

tators enjoyed watching the 
ice sculptures come to life.

The Speed Carving 
Awards went to Shannon 

Gerasimchik, first place; 
Dan Rebholz, second place; 
and Ben Goebel, third 
place.

Mark your calendars – 
next year’s Festival of Ice 
is scheduled for Jan. 19 to 
21, 2024.

Photos provided by City of Carmel
Three sculptures were given the People’s Choice Awards. (From left) First place: “Chicken Fryed” by Jim 
Houser; second place: “Moose” by Ben Goebel; third place: “Wall-E and Eve” by Shannon Gerasimchik.

Carmel announces Festival 
of Ice carving winners

Photo provided by City of Carmel
(Standing, from left) Nancy Heck, City of Carmel Community Relations and 
Economic Development Director; Shannon Gerasimchik of New Bremen, 
Ohio; Ben Goebel of Whitmore Lake, Mich.; Stephan Koch of Daleville, Ind.; 
Matthew Stoddart of Nicholasville, Ky.; and Dan Rebholz of Addison, Ill. 
(Kneeling) Jim Houser of Huntington, Ind.

The REPORTER
The City of Carmel and 

the Utilities Department are 
completing a sewer line re-
habilitation project thanks 
to budgetary savings from a 
wastewater plant expansion 
project in 2020.

This project was com-
pleted underbudget by 
$600,000. Those savings 
were then used by the Util-
ities Department to make 
much-needed improvements 
to sewer lines throughout 

the city.
The Indiana Finance Au-

thority (IFA) issued a $15.9 
million loan to Carmel Util-
ities in April of 2020 for the 
following projects:

• Wastewater Plant Ex-
pansion to 14 million gal-
lons per day from 12 million 
gallons per day

• Construction of new 
Chemical Feed Building at 
the Wastewater Plant

• Sanitary Sewer Reha-
bilitation

• Solar Panel Installation 
at 106th Street and Hazel 
Dell Parkway

The IFA approved the 
use of the $600,000 in sav-
ings for other projects.

Thanks to those unex-
pected savings, several up-
grades were able to be com-
pleted, including a sewer 
lining project consisting of 
14 gravity mains, a 36-inch 
interceptor gravity sewer 
main, two 12-inch gravity 
sewer mains and 11 eight-

inch gravity sewer mains. 
The city was also able 

to make much-needed im-
provements to nearly a doz-
en sanitary manholes.

Most of the work oc-
curred on various streets 
within subdivisions that are 
at or near 50 years old. The 
areas included Village of 
Mt. Carmel, Johnson Acres, 
Wilson Village, Cool Creek, 
Eden Glen, Brookshire, 
Woodland Springs, Auman 
Addition, and Briar Creek.

Utility infrastructure improvements in 
Carmel made possible by budget savings

Biden winning the “round-
about capital of the world” 
in 2020.

Other mayoral candi-
dates around the state in-
clude:

• Stephanie Terry in 
Evansville

• Erin Easter in West La-
fayette

• Jeff Robinson in Muncie
“These candidates rep-

resent the future of our 
state, and we are eager to 
support them in their ef-
forts to lead their commu-
nities forward for a better 
Indiana,” Schmuhl said. 

“We are confident that 
these candidates will bring 
new energy and ideas to 
our state and help build the 
bench for the future of our 
party.”

Democrats
from Page 4

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2223/resident-companies/cso-masterworks-3/


The REPORTER
The Indiana House 

of Representatives on 
Monday unanimously ad-
vanced State Rep. Chuck 
Goodrich's (R-Nobles-
ville) bill to increase the 
state's earned income tax 
credit from 10 to 12 per-
cent. 

Goodrich said this leg-
islation would provide ad-
ditional tax relief to work-

ing Hoosiers struggling to 
make ends meet. This tax 
credit is available to low- 
to moderate-income work-
ers, providing tax relief 
for an estimated 500,000 
Hoosiers. 

“Increasing this tax 
credit could be a great 
benefit for working fam-
ilies around the state and 
can play a role in combat-
ting generational poverty,” 

Goodrich said. 
“We want to sup-
port those in the 
workforce, espe-
cially as employ-
ers continue to 
experience chal-
lenges filling job 
openings.”

G o o d r i c h 
said the bill 
would also couple Indi-
ana to the current federal 

earned income 
tax credit. By 
coupling with 
the federal tax 
credit, Hoosiers 
will be able to 
benefit from this 
expanded relief, 
including fami-
lies with foster 
children or more 

than three children. 
According to a study 

by the Tax Foundation, the 
earned income tax brought 
5.8 million people, includ-
ing approximately 3 mil-
lion children, out of pover-
ty in 2016.

Goodrich said this leg-
islation builds on house 
enrolled Act 1009, which 
he authored in 2021, that 
increased the earned in-
come tax credit from 9 to 
10 percent and put over 

$10 million annually back 
into the hands of Hoosiers. 

house Bill 1290 now 
heads to the Indiana Sen-
ate for further consider-
ation. For more informa-
tion about this legislation, 
visit iga.in.gov.

State Rep. Chuck Go-
odrich (R-Noblesville) 
represents House District 
29, which includes a por-
tion of Hamilton County.

6 News

Anderson Office (765) 639-0671 Carmel Office (317) 848-0201 
www.spartz.house.gov

Anderson Office (765) 639-0671 Carmel Office (317) 848-0201

www.spartz.house.gov

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
 

GRAND JUNCTION BREWING CO.

10:30 AM 
PRESENTED BY:

Rep. Goodrich’s bill to increase earned
income tax credit advances to State Senate

Goodrich

The REPORTER
This Valentine’s Day 

is shaping up to be big, ac-
cording to projections by 
the National retail Feder-
ation, which suggests that 
consumer spending will 
reach nearly $26 billion. 

As you prepare to cel-
ebrate, there are few com-
mon scams that you need to 
be aware of. Whether you’re 
hoping to spark a new rela-
tionship or buying gifts for 
loved ones, beware of these 
three scams regularly re-
ported to BBB.

Impostor websites 
From fake jewelry sell-

ers to online dating sites, 
consumers should always 
be on the alert for impostor 
websites. Scammers can 
easily lift official photos, 
sale promotions and logos 
directly from the website 
for a popular jewelry brand. 
With professional graph-
ics and unbeatable prices, 
scammers build an attrac-
tive website that looks eerily 
similar to the real thing.  

Similar methods may 
be used to build fake online 
dating platforms, which are 
often used to steal personal 
data and credit card infor-

mation. For more tips to 
spot fake websites, read the 
guide to smart shopping 
online.

Red flags:
• Products are available 

at extreme discounts. 
• The seller requests cus-

tomers pay with cash trans-
fer apps or cryptocurren-
cy. 

• Customer service is un-
reachable.  

Romance scams
Romance scammers of-

ten target vulnerable people 
who have experienced a re-
cent breakup or other hard-
ship. They take advantage of 
that heartbreak to establish a 
connection and gain sym-
pathy. Once they’ve gotten 
their victim on the hook 
with a sad story, they begin 
pursuing their true goal – 
money. 

Falling victim to a ro-
mance scam can be partic-
ularly devastating. Victims 
can lose thousands of dol-
lars, and they’re often left 
feeling heartbroken and 
betrayed because they re-
ally believed they’d found 
a good partner. Read more 
about romance scams for 
safe online dating advice.  

Red flags: 
• The relationship moves 

very fast. 
• You never meet in per-

son. 
• They ask for money. 

Wrong number scam 
Responding to a text 

message from someone who 
messaged the wrong num-
ber might seem harmless. 
In fact, it might even seem 
like the polite thing to do, if 
they say they’re looking to 
reconnect with a potential 
match.  

The text message, how-
ever, is bait to lure you into 
a conversation. If you keep 
chatting, they eventually try 
to get your personal informa-
tion by directing you to sign 
up for an adult site. Learn 
more about wrong number 
texts and scam bots. 

Red flags: 
• The messages don’t 

stop. 
• The sender directs you 

to sign up for a website. 
• They try to get your 

personal information. 
Fake florist scam 
Ordering flowers for 

Valentine’s Day? Don’t pro-
crastinate or you may end 
up falling for a scam. BBB 

has received many reports 
of shoppers who thought 
they were ordering flowers 
from an online florist ... but 
either got nothing at all, or a 
disappointing arrangement. 
don't let phony florists 
ruin Valentine's day.

Red flags: 
• The business has no 

reviews or bad reviews, al-
ways check BBB.org. 

• You can't find a return 
policy or satisfaction guar-
antee. 

• The deal is "too good to 
be true."  

What to do if you 
encounter a scam 
If you encounter a sus-

pected romance scam, cut 
off all contact with the per-
petrator by blocking their 
accounts and phone number. 
Then, report your experience 
to BBB.org/ScamTrack-
er. Dating site users should 
also report suspicious activ-
ity to the platform, so they 
can take action against the 
scammers account.  

See more BBB's Valen-
tine's Day scam alerts and 
tips at BBB.org/Valentine.

For more information 
about romance scams, visit 
BBB.org/romance.

Better Business Bureau offers these tips 
to help you spot Valentine’s Day scams

https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1290
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1290
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1290
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2021/bills/house/1009
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2021/bills/house/1009
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1290
https://iga.in.gov/
https://spartz.house.gov/
https://runsignup.com/Race/IN/Westfield/MeltTheTrail
https://nrf.com/media-center/press-releases/consumers-plan-increase-valentines-day-spending-nearly-26-billion
https://nrf.com/media-center/press-releases/consumers-plan-increase-valentines-day-spending-nearly-26-billion
https://www.bbb.org/article/news-releases/16832-tips-for-buying-and-selling-jewelry
https://www.bbb.org/article/news-releases/21686-how-to-avoid-impostor-scams
https://www.bbb.org/article/news-releases/21686-how-to-avoid-impostor-scams
https://www.bbb.org/article/tips/14040-bbb-tip-smart-shopping-online
https://www.bbb.org/article/tips/14040-bbb-tip-smart-shopping-online
https://www.bbb.org/article/news-releases/23140-bbb-scam-alert-scammers-trick-victims-into-sending-money-through-cashapp
https://www.bbb.org/article/news-releases/23140-bbb-scam-alert-scammers-trick-victims-into-sending-money-through-cashapp
https://www.bbb.org/all/cryptocurrency-tips
https://www.bbb.org/all/cryptocurrency-tips
https://www.bbb.org/article/scams/17012-bbb-tip-romance-scams
https://www.bbb.org/article/scams/26053-bbb-scam-alert-wrong-number-text-message-could-be-a-scam-bot
https://www.bbb.org/article/scams/26053-bbb-scam-alert-wrong-number-text-message-could-be-a-scam-bot
https://www.bbb.org/article/scams/21490-scam-alert-dont-let-phony-florists-ruin-valentines-day
https://www.bbb.org/article/scams/21490-scam-alert-dont-let-phony-florists-ruin-valentines-day
https://www.bbb.org/search
https://www.bbb.org/scamtracker
https://www.bbb.org/scamtracker
https://www.bbb.org/all/valentine-s-day
https://www.bbb.org/all/romance_scams
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ONLINE Ad (A) Runs ONLY: 020323 then switches over to Ad (B) PRINT ad on 020423
A

REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

Attention investors! This condo is ready for your 
expertise. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, eat-in kitchen, 

laundry on main level, brick hearth fireplace  
in family room, great patio, assigned  
covered parking. BLC#21897547

2914 Fordham Lane
Indianapolis • $99,900

Stately and well maintained brick 2-story,  
2.24 acres with wooded backyard. 3 BR, 3 full  

and 2 1/2 baths, huge finished basement, 
3-car garage, screened porch, access to lake. 

BLC#21896185

26 Forest Bay Lane
Cicero • $695,000 

THE

REALTORS®

Pristine home situated in the heart of North 
Harbour on over half an acre (.65). Features include 

4 BR, 2.5 BA and a stunning 22x15 sunroom. 
Lovely view of Harbour Trees Golf Course #7 

across the street. BLC#21893242

 1999 N Harbour Drive
Noblesville • $379,900

NEW PRICE!

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com
Over 3,000 square feet of living space in this 

beautiful home in Cherry Tree Meadows featuring 
 4 BR/2.5 BA office and loft. LVP Hardwoods on  
main level, fenced backyard with large deck.  

New roof! BLC#21902247

7123 Burlat Lane
Noblesville • $359,900 

SOLD!

PENDING

This is a great time  
to buy or sell!
 Call Today!

This is a great time  
to buy or sell!
 Call Today!

 1621 E. Greyhound Pass 
Carmel, IN 46032 

(317) 587-2001 
www.bussellfamilyfunerals.comDonna 

Bussell

Today’s BiBle Reading
After this I saw four angels standing at the four 

corners of the earth, holding back the four winds 
of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing 
on the land or on the sea or on any tree. Then 
I saw another angel coming up from the east, 
having the seal of the living God. He called out 
in a loud voice to the four angels who had been 
given power to harm the land and the sea: “Do 
not harm the land or the sea or the trees until 
we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of 
our God.” Then I heard the number of those who 
were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.

From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben 12,000,
from the tribe of Gad 12,000,
from the tribe of Asher 12,000,
from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000,
from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000,
from the tribe of Simeon 12,000,
from the tribe of Levi 12,000,
from the tribe of Issachar 12,000,
from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000,
from the tribe of Joseph 12,000,
from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000.

Revelation 7:1-8 (NIV)

Victor g. Farias
september 27, 1937 – February 7, 2023

Victor G. Farias, 85, Noblesville, passed away on Tuesday, 
February 7, 2023, at Riverview Health in 
Noblesville. He was born on September 
27, 1937, to Andres and Gregoria (Gar-
cia) Farias in Edinburg, Texas.

Victor served in the National 
Guard. He worked as a mechanic for 
Inland Steel Company in East Chicago, 
Ind., for 40 years. Victor was a devoted 
member of Our Lady of Grace Cath-
olic Church, a Eucharistic Minister, 
member of their choir, attended Bible 
studies, and helped with the Hispan-
ic Ministry. He was a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and volunteered 
at St. Vincent de Paul. Victor enjoyed 

woodworking and painting. He was a former member and 
past president of Merrillville League of United Latin Amer-
ican Citizens (LULAC) Council 5009. Victor was very out-
going and lived his life with compassion and serving others. 
He never met a stranger and treated everyone like family, 
showing them the kindness and respect they deserved. Most 
important to Victor was God, his faith, and his family. 

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Lourdes M. 
Farias; children, Victor Farias Jr., Delia (Timothy) Dunn, 
Dianna (Mellissa) Stringham, Rick (Cheryl) Farias, and 
Rey (Marsha) Farias; grandchildren, Jerrica (Joseph) Bol-
ich, Blake Farias, Patrick (Anna) Magee, Collin Farias, 
James (Brooklyn) Magee, Nathan Farias, Griffin Dunn, 
Marilyn Farias, Sarah Farias, Lucas Farias, Susan Farias, 
Shelby Dunn, Cara (Patrick) Luther, Riley Hescher, and 
Audrey Hescher; great-grandchildren, Joseph Bolich, II, 
Patrick Magee, III, Atreus Luther, and Seranna Luther; sib-
lings, Dennis (Yvonne) Farias, Jorge (Yolanda) Farias, Vir-
ginia Corpus, Maty Billman, Rory Melendes, Oralia Love-
lace, and Ruby (Lance) Farias; and brothers-in-law, Joseph 
Zaragoza and Ted Layton.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his 
siblings, Fred Farias, Alicia Layton, and Andrea Zaragoza.

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, Febru-
ary 9, 2023, at Randall & Roberts Fishers Mortuary, 12010 
Allisonville Road, Fishers. Mass will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Friday, February 10, 2023, at Our Lady of Grace Catholic 
Church, 9900 E. 191st St., Noblesville with an additional 
hour of visitation from 10 to 11 a.m. at the church. Burial 
will be at Hamilton Memorial Park Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be made to American Can-
cer Society, P.O. Box 681405, Indianapolis, IN 46268-1405, 
(cancer.org); or National Foundation for Transplants, 3249 
W. Sarazen’s Cir., Ste. 100, Memphis, TN 38125, (trans-
plants.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

donas yvonne Montgomery
october 25, 1935 – February 6, 2023

Donas Yvonne Montgomery, 87, Noblesville, passed 
away on Monday, February 6, 2023, 
at her home. She was born on October 
25, 1935, to Woodrow and Grace (Lan-
golf) Swinford.

For 13 years, Donas worked as 
a nurse’s aide. She was a member of 
Open Door Free Methodist Church. 
Donas loved watching Western mov-
ies and listening to Elvis. She enjoyed 
pets, doing puzzles, fishing, and play-

ing slot machines at the casino. Most of all, Donas loved 
her kids, grandkids and great-grandkids.

She is survived by her daughter, Dena (Tony) Pryor; 
son, Darran (Deanna) Montgomery; five grandchildren, 
Shannon (Luther) Triplett, Amanda (Trevor) Scoles, Heath-
er (Allen) Simmons, Holly Montgomery, and Darran (Tay-
lor) Montgomery Jr.; and 11 great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, Donas was preceded in 
death by her husband, Lewis Montgomery Jr.; son, Don-
ald Montgomery; and her sisters, Betty Dunbar and Shir-
ley Nens.

Visitation will be from noon to 2 p.m., with a memorial 
service at 2 p.m., on Monday, February 13, 2023, at Randall 
& Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield Road, in Nobles-
ville. Pastor Jeff Gammon will officiate.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Meeting Notices
The Carmel Clay Schools 

Board of Trustees will meet at 6 
p.m. on Monday, Feb. 13, 2023, 
at the Carmel Clay Schools Edu-
cational Services Center, 5201 E. 
Main St., Carmel.

The Cicero Town Council will 
meet for an executive session at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023, 
at the Cicero Police Department, 
70 S. Byron St., Cicero, accord-
ing to Indiana Code IC 5-14-
1.5-6.1(b)(2)(B) Initiation of lit-
igation or litigation that is either 
pending or has been threatened 
specifically in writing. As used in 
this clause, “litigation” includes 
any judicial action or administra-
tive law proceeding under federal 
or state law.

The Hamilton County Elec-
tion Board will meet at 10 a.m. 
on Monday, Feb. 13, 2023, in the 
Clerk’s Conference Room at the 
Hamilton County Government & 
Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton Coun-
ty Square, Noblesville.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 
The Hamilton County E911 Execu-
tive Board will meet to discuss E911 
operations at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 10, 2023, in the Mayor’s Con-
ference Room at Noblesville City 
Hall, 16 S. 10th St., Noblesville.The Noblesville Common Coun-

cil will meet for a work session at 
noon on Friday, March 3, 2023, in 
Room A213 at Noblesville City 
Hall, 16 S. 10th St., Noblesville.

TriCo Regional Sewer Util-
ity will hold its monthly Board 
of Trustees meeting at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 13, 2023, at 7236 
Mayflower Park Drive, Zionsville.

send meeting notices to:  
notices@ReadTheReporter.com

Weather is unpredictable . . . paul poteet isn’t.
Your hometown Weatherman!

Thanks for reading
The Reporter!
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The REPORTER
The Carmel girls swim 

team could be in for a his-
toric weekend Friday and 
Saturday when the Grey-
hounds head down to the IU 
Natatorium for the IHSAA 
state finals.

It’s easy to say “What 
else is new,” when it comes 
to Carmel, but the Grey-
hounds always seem to 
find new ways to re-write 
the record books. First on 
Carmel’s mind will be ex-
tending its record state 
championship streak: The 
Greyhounds will be going 
for a 37th straight state title.

Carmel qualified all 
27 of its swims to the state 
prelims, which take place 
Friday evening. The IH-
SAA released heat sheets 
and psych sheets for the 
meet earlier this week, and 
the Greyhounds are the top 
seeds in seven of the 12 
events. That includes all 
three relays, where Carmel 
hopes to keep another streak 
going: Since the 2009 state 
meet, the ‘Hounds have won 
41 of 42 relay events.

Berit Berglund is look-
ing for her fourth consec-
utive title in the 100 back-
stroke. The Carmel senior 
set the state record of 51.50 
in last year’s prelims and 
then equaled the same time 

in the championship final. 
She is the top seed in this 
year’s meet after a 54.31 
performance in last Satur-
day’s sectional meet. With 
a fourth title, Berglund 
would become the 12th in-
dividual overall and second 
backstroker to pull off a ca-
reer sweep, joining former 
Greyhound Claire Adams 
(2013-16). 

Carmel sophomore Alex 
Shackell set a state record 
in the 100 butterfly in this 
meet a year ago winning in a 
time of 51.71. She is the top 
seed in the event this year at 
52.04, nearly two and a half 
seconds faster than next best 
time. The last swimmer to 
win the butterfly in her first 
two years was Leslie Place 
of Fort Wayne Snider in 
1991 and 1992. Shackell is 
also the top seed in the 50 
freestyle at 22.42, just ahead 
of defending champion Lil-
ian Christianson (22.60). 
Shackell also swam a leg 
on two of the Greyhounds’ 
championship relay teams 
including the state record 
setting 200 medley team. 

A newcomer to Carm-
el’s team, freshman Molly 
Sweeney is the top seed in 
the breaststroke (1 minute, 
1.94 seconds). The Grey-
hounds have the top three 
seeds in that event: Senior 

Vivian Wilson is the second 
seed at 1:02.40, while anoth-
er freshman, Lucy Enoch, is 
the third seed at 1:02.94.

In addition, Carm-
el has another defending 
state champion in the field. 
Lynsey Bowen’s time of 

4:45.15 tied the 500 free-
style state record in the first 
year of her high school ca-
reer in 2022. She became 

just the fourth freshman 
to win the event and the 
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Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield, Sheridan, Hamilton Heights, Fishers, University, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.comRobinson

REALTOR®/BROKER/SRES

Talk
To

Want to build your dream home? Thinking 
about a land investment? What about  

a barndominium? Talk to Dani! 

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

4822 PLANTATION ST, ANDERSON800 S. PENDLETON

0 S CO RD 1000 W, ANDERSON 0 ST RD 38, LAPEL

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville senior Trey Speek has committed to play football at the University of Findlay. (Front 
row, from left) Irelynn Speek (sister), Trey Speek, and Amy Speek (mother). (Back row, from left) 
Olivia Speek (sister) and Keegan Speek (brother).

Noblesville’s Trey Speek to play 
football at University of Findlay

Richie Hall / File photo
Carmel swim coach Chris Plumb talks with his team during the Greyhounds’ warmdown after the 
sectional prelims last Thursday. Carmel will begin its quest for a record 37th consecutive state 
championship Friday in the prelims at the IU Natatorium.

See History . . . Page 9

Greyhounds will try to make more
history at state swim meet this weekend

List your group’s events on 

The Reporter’s
Events Calendar!
REadThEREpoRTER.Com/EvEnTs

https://noblesvillesports.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://twitter.com/richie_hall
http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.myharvestrewards.com/
https://readthereporter.com/events
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Thursday, Feb. 9
BOYS BASKETBALL

Guerin Catholic at Indpls. Washington, 7:30 p.m.
GYMNASTICS

Fishers at Roncalli, 6 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 10
BOYS BASKETBALL

Brownsburg at Noblesville, 7:30 p.m.
Fishers at Cathedral, 7:30 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.
Sheridan at Carroll, 7:30 p.m.

Westfield at Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING

Girls state prelims, 6 p.m. at IU Natatorium

Saturday, Feb. 11
BOYS BASKETBALL

Carmel at Fort Wayne Carroll, 4:30 p.m.
Southport at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.

Westfield at Lewis Cass, 7:30 p.m.
Park Tudor at University 

(PAAC championship game), 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL REGIONALS

At Southmont
University vs. Eastern Hancock, 1 p.m. 

At Marion
Fishers vs. Homestead, 4 p.m.

At Bellmont
Hamilton Heights at Norwell, 4 p.m.

GYMNASTICS
Noblesville at Connersville Invitational, 9 a.m.

Fishers at Bloomington North Invitational, 10 a.m.
SWIMMING

Girls state diving prelims and semi-finals, 
9 a.m. at IU Natatorium

Girls swimming and diving state finals, 
1 p.m. at IU Natatorium

WRESTLING
Semi-state at New Castle, 9 a.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 14
BOYS BASKETBALL

Fishers at Lawrence North, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Franklin Central, 7:30 p.m.

University at Westfield, 7:30 p.m.
GYMNASTICS

Fishers, Noblesville, Westfield at Franklin Central, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 16
BOYS SWIMMING SECTIONALS

Carmel, Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Noblesville, 5:30 p.m.
Fishers, Hamilton Heights at Hamilton Southeastern, 6 p.m.

University at North Central, 6 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

spoRTs sChEdULE

Basketball

Kent Graham / File photo
Fishers’ Talia Harris (left) and Noblesville’s Reagan Wilson (right) are two of the players that have been 
selected to the Hamilton County Reporter’s All-Sectional 8 First Team.

Reporter announces 
All-Sectional 8 Team
The REPORTER

There shouldn’t be much 
argument that Sectional 8 is 
the toughest girls basketball 
sectional in the state of In-
diana.

Four of the top five 
teams in the Indiana Bas-
ketball Coaches Association 
rankings participated in the 
sectional, which drew sold-
out crowds to The Mill in 
Noblesville. Each of the 
teams that competed have 
several talented players on 
their roster.

Reporter sports writer 
Craig Adkins, who attend-
ed all five of the section-
al games, put together his 
All-Sectional 8 Team in or-
der to highlight the top play-
ers in the sectional. Here 
are his picks for First Team, 
Second Team and Honor-
able Mention.

First teaM
Name School Grade
Olivia Smith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fishers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Senior
Hailey Smith   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fishers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Senior
Riley Makaluksy   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Hamilton Southeastern  .  .  .  .  .  . Senior
Reagan Wilson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Noblesville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Junior
Meredith Tippner  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Noblesville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sophomore
Talia Harris   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fishers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Junior
Laila Hull  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Zionsville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Senior

seCOND teaM
Name School Grade
Ava Shoemaker .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Noblesville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Junior
Maya Makaluksy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Hamilton Southeastern  .  .  .  .  .  . Sophomore
Kate Thomas  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fishers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Junior
Olivia Brown  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Hamilton Southeastern  .  .  .  .  .  . Senior
Emma Haan   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Zionsville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Junior

hONOraBLe MeNtiON
Name School Grade
Alycia Triplett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fishers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Senior
Joirdyn Smith   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fishers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Junior
Faith Leedy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Zionsville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Junior
Hannah Lach  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Carmel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Senior
Ellie Kelleher  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Westfield  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Junior

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Carmel sophomore will look 
for a repeat performance 
this weekend. Leah Retrum 
of Columbus North was the 
last sophomore to win the 
event her first two years on 
her way to a four-year sweep 
from 2000-2003. Bowen’s 
sectional time of 5:03.78 
was the 10th best time in the 
state last weekend.

Carmel won the state 
meet last year by scoring 
461 points, and set the re-
cord for points scored two 
years ago with 479 points. 

Meanwhile, Fishers 
holds the top seed in three 
events. Senior Josephine “Jo 
Jo” Ramey is seeded first in 
the 200 freestyle with a time 
of 1:48.16, and the 500 free 
with a time of 4:48.27. An-
other senior, Kate Mouser, is 
seeded first in the individual 
medley (2:00.48). Mouser is 
also the second seed in the 
500 free at 4:48.35. 

The Tigers have been the 
state runners-up for the past 
three years; Fishers totaled 
283 points at last year’s 
meet, by far the most ever 
for the Tigers. Fishers qual-
ified 22 swims for the state. 

Next in line is Hamil-
ton Southeastern, with 14 
swims qualified. Junior Au-
drey Crawford holds two 
high seeds, with a second 
seed in the butterfly (54.51) 

and a third seed in the IM 
(2:00.72).

Noblesville qualified six 
for state, with Maya Mc-
Donald leading the way. 
The junior is seeded 10th 
in the breaststroke and is 
only 0.17 seconds off eighth 
place. The top eight at Fri-
day’s prelims qualify for the 
championship heat, with po-
sitions nine to 16 qualifying 
for the consolation heat.

Westfield has two relays 
at state: The medley and 
the 200 free relay. Hamil-
ton Heights junior Teegan 
Madara qualified in the IM 
and the 500 free; she is seed-
ed ninth in the latter event.

Here is a list of state 
qualifiers from Hamilton 
County, along with their 
seeds and sectional times.

* * *
200 medley relay: 1. Carm-

el 1:39.26, 3. Fishers 1:42.96, 4. 
Hamilton Southeastern 1:43.12, 25. 
Westfield 1:50.00.

200 freestyle: 1. Jo Jo Ra-
mey (F) 1:48.16, 2. Lynsey Bowen 
(C) 1:48.27, 3. Alexandra Ward 
(C) 1:48.86, 4. Erin Cummins (C) 
1:49.23, 11. Emma Schumacher (F) 
1:52.22, 14. Nalanie Marinel Cortez 
(F) 1:53.30.

200 individual medley: 1. Kate 
Mouser (F) 2:00.48, 2. Molly Swee-
ney (C) 2:00.58, 3. Audrey Crawford 
(HSE) 2:00.72, 4. Vivian Wilson (C) 
2:01.43, 5. Avery Stein (F) 2:01.81, 
6. Alyssa Street (C) 2:03.56, 10. 
Anna Stolle (HSE) 2:06.21, 16. Av-

ery Hannon (F) 2:07.89, 18. Katelyn 
Kertin (HSE) 2:08.43, 21. Teegan 
Madara (HH) 2:08.83.

50 freestyle: 1. Alex Shackell 
(C) 22.42, 4. Meghan Christman 
(C) 23.13, 8. Grace Dougherty (C) 
23.62, 9. Addison Carlile (F) 23.64, 
17. Claire Francis (F) 24.07, 19. 
Emma Schwertfeger (F) 24.09.

One-meter diving: 10. Gretch-
en Osmun (F) 397.10, 18. Melaina 
Munson (C) 362;65, 19. Eryn Mc-
Mahon (N) 362.25, 24. Ella Penny 
(HSE) 341.30.

100 butterfly: 1. Shackell (C) 
52.04, 2. Crawford (HSE) 54.51, 
3. Keira Kask (C) 54.65, 8. Carlile 
(F) 55.80, 18. Parker Kurzawa (C) 
56.75, 20. Haddie Vohs (N) 57.07.

100 freestyle: 4. Cummins (C) 
51.20, 5. Berit Berglund (C) 51.24, 7. 
Dougherty (C) 51.68, 11. Cortez (F) 
52.36, 15. Schwertfeger (F) 52.64, 
18. Francis (F) 52.76, 21. Ashley 
Saple (HSE) 52.83, 24. Kiley Zoeller 
(HSE) 53.30.

500 freestyle: 1. J. Ramey (F) 
4:48.27, 2. Mouser (F) 4:48.35, 3. 
Ward (C) 4:50.37, 6. Alyssa Street 
(C) 4:58.15, 9. Madara (HH) 5:03.56, 
10. Bowen (C) 5:03.78, 16. Sabrina 
Ledwith (N) 5:07.88, 22. Frankie Ra-
mey (F) 5:10.37.

200 freestyle relay: 1. Car-
mel 1:33.82, 2. Fishers 1:34.45, 9. 
Southeastern 1:36.85, 16. Nobles-
ville 1:38.52, 21. Westfield 1:39.49.

100 backstroke: 1. Berglund 
(C) 54.31, 3. Kask (C) 55.12, 11. 
Grace Newton (HSE) 56.94, 12. 
Kayla Barr (C) 56.96, 15. Naomi 
Haines (HSE) 57.29, 17. Avery Han-
non (F) 57.71, 24. Caroline Santerre 
(N) 58.91.

100 breaststroke: 1. Sweeney 
(C) 1:01.94, 2. Wilson (C) 1:02.40, 
3. Enoch (C) 1:02.94, 5. Stein (F) 

1:03.30, 10. Maya McDonald (N) 
1:04.18, 13. Stolle (HSE) 1:04.88, 
17. Eloise Harrison (HSE) 1:05.67, 
22. Kertin (HSE) 1:06.19, 23. 
Schumacher (F) 1:06.31.

400 freestyle relay: 1. Car-
mel 3:23.62, 2. Fishers 3:26.35, 5. 
Southeastern 3:30.32, 14. Nobles-
ville 3:38.16.

History
from Page 8
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