
Hamilton County’s  
Hometown Newspaper
www.ReadTheReporter.com
Facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter

Hamilton County

RepoRteR

HIGH: 40      LOW: 14

Thursday, Feb. 2, 2023

Like & 
Follow us!

News GatheriNG 
PartNer

Arcadia | Atlanta | Cicero | Sheridan
Carmel | Fishers | Noblesville | Westfield 

TodAy’S WeATher
Today: Mostly sunny.

Tonight: Partly cloudy. 

No injuries in school fire
The REPORTER

Shortly after 3:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Noblesville Fire De-
partment (NFD) was dispatched 
to White River Elementary on a 
possible school fire.

First arriving units were met 
with light smoke and quickly 
located the source. The fire had 
activated the sprinkler system, 
which stopped the fire from ex-
tending, limiting damage to the 
room of origin.

The small fire took place 
after school hours and was 
contained by the sprinkler sys-
tem and extinguished by NFD 
personnel. The staff and after 
school care children were able 
to safely evacuate the building 
without any danger or injuries.

Shortly after NFD arrived, 
the staff and children were 
able to re-enter the gymnasium 
and wait there until they were 
picked up. During their short 
wait, the children were intro-
duced to NFD therapy dog Car-
bon, who visited the children 
until the scene was released to 
fire investigators.

NFD was assisted by No-
blesville Police Department.

Photo provided by Noblesville Fire Department
K9 Carbon definitely had a great time meeting all the kids at White River Elementary!

Sheridan looking to honor its veterans
By STEVE MARTIN
Sheridan Historical Society

In cooperation with the 
Town of Sheridan, the Sheridan 
Historical Society is trying to 
put together a project to honor 
Sheridan community veterans 
by placing banners bearing 
their pictures, branch and years 
of service on the lamp posts 
along South Main Street.

Local communities, includ-

ing Tipton 
and Cicero, 
have already 
done projects 
of this nature 
to honor their 
veterans.

If you or someone you 
know has served in the military 
and you would like them to be 
honored with a banner, please 
come by the Museum, 315 S. 
Main St., in beautiful uptown 

Sheridan and 
give us your 
information. 
If you have 
a picture of 
the veteran 

from the time of their service, 
we would like to make a copy 
of that, too.

Museum hours are 1 to 4 
p.m. Tuesday and Friday each 
week, and the second and fourth 
Saturdays of each month. We 

have 22 lamp posts along Main 
Street and we would like to have 
the banners up by late spring or 
early summer of this year, so 
come by the Museum and let us 
know if you would like to be a 
part of the exciting addition to 
Sheridan’s Main Street.

Steve Martin serves as the 
Vice President of the Sheri-
dan Historical Society. He can 
be reached at shmartin1@ 
comcast.net.

WISH-TV | wishtv.com
A new cat café in Fishers 

is now open and ready for vis-
itors. 

Smitten Kitten is at 7852 
E. 96th St., just east of Inter-
state 69. The café offers food, 

drinks, and a place to play with 
kittens and cats with an eye to-
wards adoption.

It’s part of a partnership 
with the Humane Society for 
Hamilton County. News 8 
spoke with Holly Moss, owner 

of Smitten Kitten Cat Café, on 
the opening of its new location.

“It helps them out as a 
whole, you know,” Moss said. 
“We become one big foster 
home for these cats. We’ve al-
ready had lots of discussions 

on should we adopt, have a 
smitten kitten adoption where 
we can have one live here all 
the time.”

Moss encourages custom-
ers to make reservations online 
before coming out.

Photos provided by WISH-TV

Fishers cuts ribbon on first cat café

Nickel Plate Arts features artist Jerry Mannell in February
The REPORTER

Nickel Plate Arts is fea-
turing Jerry Mannell’s ex-
hibit, “Transtangentialism” 
during the month of Febru-
ary. Mannell’s art is open to 
interpretation by the viewer 
– and that’s just the way he 
likes it.

In Mannell’s work, the 
composition, color, and line 
are often tangential to each 
other. They relate, but not 

in a direct way; 
the overall mood 
or message in the 
canvas is transi-
tional as the ele-
ments form into 
something that en-
gages the viewer.

“I use mod-
eled shapes – I 
try to relate color 
instead of using the natural 
world as a basis,” Man-

nell said. “It’s all 
out of my head, 
representing the 
world around me. 
My work is made 
up of plastic 
shapes and me-
chanical gadgets 
and is created out 
of context. No 
one knows what 

they are, but they are all 
around us.”

Mannell was 
a fine arts major, 
but he found a 
home in advertis-
ing and graphic 
design.

“Graphic de-
sign work has 
pushed me in a 
certain direction 
– creating a logo, 
you don’t want it to be liter-
al, it’s something abstract,” 

he said.
In his work, 

everything is 
se l f -con ta ined 
as a stand-alone 
shape or group 
of shapes, and he 
incorporates a lot 
of movement as 
well.

“You want the 
eye to move in a Z shape 
in advertising,” Mannell 

said. “You can make the eye 
move from one side of the 
canvas to the other and re-
late that to color on the low-
er right-hand side. The eye 
keeps on moving in terms of 
shapes and color, and that’s 
all in the composition.”

The artist has his own 
repertoire of shapes; for 
example, anything that is Mannell hays 

See Arts . . . Page 2

“The problem 
with socialism is that 
you eventually run 
out of other people’s 
money.” – Margaret 
Thatcher

“Socialism is a 
philosophy of failure, 
the creed of ignorance, 
and the gospel of envy, 
its inherent virtue is 
the equal sharing of 
misery.” – Winston Churchill

You can vote your way into commu-
nism, but you have to shoot your way 
out. The problem in the past with political 
jokes was that they get elected. All politics 
is local. Take a good look at me because 
you’ll never recognize me once my op-
ponent gets done with me. I’m an honest 
politician; when I am bought, I will stay 
bought. Running for office that is been like 
sticking my face in the blade of a fan.

“Politics has become so expensive it 
takes a lot of money to even get beat with.” 
– Will Rogers

We have a deeply divided body poli-
tic. One-half of our population believes 
our elections are broken; the other half be-
lieves they are fixed. All the problems we 
face today can be traced to the unenlight-
ened immigration policy on the part of the 
American Indians. Political correctness 
is a doctrine fostered by an unscrupulous 
mainstream media, which holds forth the 
proposition it is entirely possible to pick 
up a turd by the clean end. 

I’m a man affixed in unbending prin-
ciples, the first of which is to be flex-
ible at all times. I offered my opponent 

ray adler
Ask Adler

COlUMNIST

Reflections
on American 

politics

Longest-serving
Noblesville Common 

Council member
retiring after 20 years
The REPORTER

Noblesville Common Council member 
Brian Ayer has decided not to run for anoth-
er term on the after 20 years of service to the 
city’s citizens.

“I am proud of the 
progress our city has 
made since I began 
serving on council in 
2003,” Ayer said. “We 
have worked together 
as a city to maintain 
our identity as an un-
matched historic com-
munity while moving 
forward on projects that honor our heritage 
and make necessary investments to support 
our residents and businesses.”

Ayer has been a Noblesville resident 
since 1964 and graduated from Noblesville 
High School in 1976. He and his family 
started Ayer’s Real Estate in 1978, which 
serves Noblesville and Hamilton County. 

Ayer has served as Council President 
twice and has been the Chair of the Coun-
cil’s Roads, Building & Land Acquisition, 
and Wastewater Committees. He has also 
been a member of the Noblesville Architec-
ture Review Board.

Ayer

See Ayer . . . Page 2

See Reflections . . . Page 2

White River Elementary students enjoy some quality
time with K9 Carbon while NFD keeps everyone safe
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14701 Tom Wood Way
 

Noblesville, IN 46060 317.853.4552

Once you take charge, there’s

NO GOING BACK
ID.4 Electric SUV

PP VVAAIILL
Advocating for Vi ctims of Crime & Abuse

I was born and raised right here 
in Noblesville. I grew up in a 
home without domestic violence 
or assault - it wasn’t something 
I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail 
of Central Indiana, I was shocked 
by the number of individuals 

violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail 
helped more than 4,000 clients 
in Hamilton County (nearly 80 
percent of clients are women 
and children). Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to 
discuss, so you don’t often hear 
about them. But at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and 
raising awareness for Prevail, an 
organization that helps families 
in Hamilton County. 
- Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton 
County families 

violence and sexual 
abuse, you can donate 
the following items:

• Individually 
packaged snacks 

• Lysol 
• Hand sanitizer
• Disinfecting wipes

Tom Wood Volkswagen 
in Noblesville, 
14701 Tom Wood Way.

RESERVE YOURS TODAY !
at Tom Wood Volkswagen Noblesville *

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

*See dealer for details.

Now Hiring
Full Time

Must be 18 or older

If you like the outdoors, 
this fun and exciting job 

is for you!

Apply In Person
118 Cicero Rd., Noblesville

Contact Information:
Ask for Josh Kennedy

(317) 776-0129

Keep in Touch with 
Hamilton County’s 
Business Community

Hamilton County Business Magazine  
publishes online six times a year

FREE Online Subscription 
Scan the QR Code

www.hamiltoncountybusiness.com

triangular and green is remi-
niscent of nature and growth. 
Whether or not people see 
that shape as a representa-
tion of nature, there is still 
something they will connect 
with. Mannell maintains 
ambiguity so these interpre-
tations allow viewers to en-
gage with the art instead of 
just admiring it.

See Mannell’s full ex-
hibit in the Stephenson 
House from noon to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday 
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturdays.

Meet Mannell in person 
at his free public reception 
from 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 21 on the Nickel Plate 
Arts campus.

You can also meet art-
ist Caroline Hays, whose 
“Read Between the Layers” 
exhibit is featured in Four 
Day Ray Brewing though 

March 28, at her free public 
reception from 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on Monday, Feb. 20 at 
Four Day Ray, 11671 Lan-
tern Road, Fishers.

Artwork can be pur-
chased by contacting Nick-
el Plate Arts or ordering at 

NickelPlateArts.org/exhibits.
About Nickel Plate Arts

Nickel Plate Arts is an 
umbrella nonprofit organi-
zation that creates and co-
ordinates arts and cultural 
experiences across commu-
nities in eastern Hamilton 

County and the surround-
ing areas to improve the 
quality of life for residents, 
strengthen local economies 
and enrich experiences for 
visitors. Nickel Plate Arts is 
a project of Hamilton Coun-
ty Tourism, Inc.

Art provided
(Left) Jerry Mannell’s “Transtangentialism” exhibit is on display now at 
the Stephenson House. (Right) Caroline Hays’ “Read Between the Layers” 
exhibit is featured at Four Day Ray Brewing in Fishers through March 28.

Arts
from Page 1

a bargain; if they will 
stop telling lies about 
me, I will stop telling the 
truth about them. Have 
you heard about the new 
Democrat value meal at 
McDonald’s? Order any-
thing you like and the guy 
behind you must pay for 
it. You can tell I’m much 
more active tonight. That’s 
thanks to the long nap I 
had during our last debate. 
Some of my friends favor 
abortion and some of my 
friends are against abor-
tion and I certainly stand 
with my friends on that 
issue.

“Politicians and dia-
pers have one thing in com-
mon they should both be 
changed regularly and for 
the same reason.” – Mark 
Twain

Better to remain silent 
and be thought a fool than 
speak out loud and remove 
all doubt.

“I’m not worried about 

the deficit. It is big enough 
to take care of itself.” 
– Ronald Reagan

Recession is when your 
neighbor loses his; job de-
pression is when I lose my 
job; and recovery is when 
the Democrats lose their 
jobs. I’ve noticed that ev-
eryone who is for abortion 
has already been born. The 
Democrats believe in the 
art of getting votes from the 
poor and campaign funds 
from the rich and promis-
ing to protect each from the 
other. I love to be able to go 
to Washington if only to be 
nearer my money. For the 
first six months when Har-
ry Truman came to Wash-
ington, he wondered how 
the hell he got there, and 
for the next six months he 
wondered how the hell the 
rest of them ever got there. 
The Democrats can’t fool 
all the people all the time, 
that’s why we have two 
parties.

As an At Large official, 
Ayer represents all of No-
blesville and its voters in 
city limits and in Nobles-
ville Township. A tireless 
advocate for the best inter-
ests of the city and its resi-
dents, Ayer’s vision and dili-
gence has been instrumental 
in many impactful city proj-
ects, including Hamilton 
Town Center, the Pleasant 
Street east-west corridor, 
expansion of the city’s 
trail network, acquisition 
of Finch Creek Park, the 
Levinson mixed-used de-
velopment, construction of a 
new eastside fire station, and 
partnership with the county 
for construction of the 146th 
Street corridor. Since he be-
gan serving on the Council, 
Noblesville’s population has 
more than doubled. Ayer has 
been a prominent voice for 
preserving the hometown 
charm of the community 
while funding necessary in-
frastructure and public safe-

ty enhancements. 
“I am looking forward to 

spending more time with my 
wife, children and grand-
children and concentrating 
on my real estate business,” 
Ayer said. “We are looking 
forward to staying a part of 
the community and enjoy-
ing everything Noblesville 
has to offer. I always say, if 
you can’t find something to 
do in Noblesville, you’re not 
looking hard enough.”

In the community, Ayer 
is a member of the Nobles-
ville Chamber of Commerce 
and served on the board and 
as a past president; mem-
ber and past board member 
of Noblesville Main Street; 
and past board member of 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Hamilton County. He also 
is a member of First United 
Methodist Church, Nobles-
ville Elks Lodge, and No-
blesville Moose Lodge.

Ayer’s term will end on 
Dec. 31, 2023.

Reflections
from Page 1

Ayer
from Page 1
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In 2023, This is what Hamilton County 
history looks like this year:

LIVE THEATER • LIGHTS ON THE RIVER • FISH FRY
FAMILY FARMS • HISTORICAL REENACTMENTS • ACTING CLASSES
MILITARY PRESENTATIONS • CEMETERY TOURS • OLD TREES • LIVE MUSIC
ICE CREAM SOCIALS • WATERCOLOR PAINTING • TRAIN RIDES • WALKING TOURS

LOCAL ARTISTS • EARLY AGRICULTURE • GENEALOGY • YARD GAMES
 VINTAGE BOARD GAMES • MARCHING BANDS • FARM EQUIPMENT • CAROUSELS

VINTAGE BASEBALL • PARADES • SPORTS FOR ALL • STORYTELLING • PUBLIC ART • FRISBEE GOLF 
MEMORIALS • FISHING TALES • PROHIBITION 101 • LOCAL AUTHORS • CHURCHES • MINI GOLF

OPEN HOUSES • FOOD TOURS • ANTIQUE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AND MORE! 

For details on all of the official 
Hamilton County Bicentennial 

events and programs, visit:
HamCoTurns200.com

CAN YOU EXPERIENCE ALL 
9 HAMILTON COUNTY TOWNSHIPS 

THIS YEAR? 
Each one will get a special showcase month.

March White River Township
April  Jackson Township
May  Adams Township
June  Washington Township
July  Noblesville Township

August  Wayne Township
September  Fall Creek Township
October  Delaware Township
November  Clay Township
December  Bicentennial Bash

IN 2023, WE ARE ALL 
HISTORY BUFFS!

MOST 

EVENTS 

FREE!

1

Visit HamcoTurns200.com and click “Events” for the most up-to-date information!                       Visit HamcoTurns200.com and click “Events” for the most up-to-date information!

Cover: 
Logo
Hamilton County, Indiana Bicentennial 

2023 Events Calendar

HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA 

BICENTENNIAL

2023
EVENTS CALENDAR

HCB_Calendar_FINAL.indd   1

1/2/23   1:23 PM

https://www.hamcoturns200.com/
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3.25%APY*
7 Month CD

4.00%APY*
13 Month CD

4.75%APY*
20 Month CD

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield. APY is effective as of 1/30/2023 and is subject to change without notice. Minimum balance to open 
account and obtain APY is $1,000.00. Early withdrawal may be subject to penalty. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Other standard 
and special rate maturity terms are available. CFBindiana.com/cd-ira-rates

Celebrating 20 Years!

dr. derek arrOwOOd
Heights Superintendent

COlUMNIST

From the desk of Hamilton Heights 
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood

Update No. 100
The snow-

storm “aka 
s n o w m a g g e n ” 
that blew through 
the Midwest last 
Wednesday result-
ed in most schools 
throughout the 
state closing their 
doors due to the 
dangerous condi-
tions. When we receive re-
ports that severe weather is 
coming our way, we follow 
an intricate process to help 
us make the best decision 
we can on whether to delay, 
dismiss early, or close all 
together. (Read more about 
our Inclement Weather De-
lay or Closing Process at 
Hamilton Heights School 
Corporation here.)

We carefully review all 
the information we have 
prior to making any ad-
justments to our traditional 
school day, with the safety 
of our students and staff as 
the top priority. When we do 
make the call to close, we 
also need to decide wheth-
er to utilize a synchronous 
e-learning day, a flex day, 
or a make-up day tacked 
on at the end of the school 

year. If we do use 
a synchronous 
e-learning day 
please know that 
it will likely be 
with some notice 
because we are 
aware in advance 
of a large weath-
er system headed 
our way.

* * *
After a successful pi-

lot run of a synchronous 
e-learning day in December, 
we decided to use a syn-
chronous e-learning day last 
Wednesday that also proved 
to be a success, despite a 
few glitches that were ad-
dressed and resolved quick-
ly. Our principals shared the 
day went well overall, with 
teachers and students pre-
pared and engaged. Having 
a positive outcome on these 
e-learning days is a strong 
testament to the collabora-
tion between our educators, 
students, and their families.

While our preference is 
always in-person learning, 
the opportunity to utilize a 
synchronous e-learning day 
affords several benefits in-
cluding the opportunity for 
students of all ages to prac-

tice real world digital liter-
acy, develop 21st-century 
skills to gain proficiency in 
collaboration, questioning, 
problem-solving, and crit-
ical thinking, stay on pace 
with our curriculum maps in 
anticipation of standardized 
testing in the Spring, and re-
duce the number of make-up 
school days.

* * *
This year's annual Kin-

dergarten Roundup will take 
place from 3 to 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Feb. 15 at the 
elementary school. This is 
an open house style event. 
Pre-registration opens on 
Friday, Feb. 10.

Our Kindergarten educa-
tors are phenomenal in pro-
viding an exceptional blend 
of engaging, inspiring, and 
fun learning experiences 
that are the building blocks 
of early literacy, socializa-
tion, communication skills, 
independence, and success 
in school for our littlest Hus-
kies. Click here for more in-
formation on what you need 
to do to begin your child’s ed-
ucational journey at Heights.

* * *
Are you ready for a little 

magic in your life? The com-

munity is invited to come 
experience all the magic of 
a young woman looking for 
her one true love, and of a 
prince only having a shoe 
to help him find his future 
wife, in the classic fairy tale, 
Cinderella.

Brooks Myers, our the-
ater director, and the talent-
ed students from the middle 
school and high school will 
help bring one of her favor-
ite stories to life on stage 
with three special shows 
Feb. 17 to 19.

Tickets are $5 and can be 
purchased online (beginning 
Feb. 10 at hhschuskies.org) 
or at the door.

* * *
As we celebrate all 

things love and apprecia-
tion this month, let’s make 
a conscious effort to ensure 
Heights is a place where re-
lationships are paramount. 
Where concern, compas-
sion, empathy, respect, dig-
nity, and well-being of all 
our students, all our staff, 
and each other, carries the 
day. Think of the impact 
this can have in making our 
school and community a 
better place to live and learn.

#WeArehuskies

Fishers High School’s Future Black Leaders
organize fifth Black Student Leadership Summit
The REPORTER

What started as an idea 
five years ago by a group 
of Fishers High School stu-
dents to bring together oth-
ers like them – Black teens 
in predominantly white sub-
urban schools – to learn and 
share ideas on connecting 
and empowering leadership, 
has become a much-antici-
pated annual event.

On Friday, Feb. 3, the 
fifth annual Black Student 
Leadership Summit will 
take place on the campus 
of Butler University. More 
than 300 people are expect-
ed to attend the full-day 
conference geared towards 
building leadership skills 
and fostering connections, 
but also giving students 
an opportunity to hear di-

rectly from professionals 
regarding academics, deci-
sion-making, and advocacy.

Students will be able to 
choose how they spend their 
day with a selection of two 
different course options, led 
by six professionals from 
central Indiana with various 
backgrounds and special-
ties. The event, organized 
by Future Black Leaders 

from Fishers High School, 
received funding from 
American Licorice Compa-
ny and Butler University to 
make the event possible to 
students.

It's the hope of the stu-
dent club to empower Black 
leadership in others, ef-
fectively creating positive 
changes in their school com-
munities.

Westfield & Noblesville
chambers invite you
to legislative coffee

The REPORTER
The Westfield and No-

blesville Chambers of Com-
merce will hold a joint Leg-
islative Coffee event from 
7:30 to 9 a.m. on Friday, 
Feb. 3 at the Bridgewater 
Club, 3535 E. 161st St.

Panelist will include 
Westfield City Council 
President Mike Johns, No-
blesville Common Council 
Vice President Darren Pe-
terson, and Hamilton Coun-

ty Council President Ken 
Alexander.

The panelists will give 
insight and updates about 
the legislative priorities of 
Hamilton County, Nobles-
ville, and Westfield. A time 
of networking will be open 
from 7:30 to 8 a.m., and the 
panel will begin at 8 a.m.

There is a $10 fee to 
attend, and coffee, tea, and 
juice will be served.

Click here to register.

Johns Peterson Alexander

Letters to the Editor do not
reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its
publisher or its staff. You can submit

your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Please include your phone number
and city of residence. The Reporter will
publish one letter per person per week.

Letter to the Editor

Noblesville reader
explains advantages 

of roundabouts
Dear Editor:
If you drive in any metropolitan area and its sub-

urbs, you will become aware of the obvious advantages 
of roundabouts. You will become aware of snarled traf-
fic at every stop light and every four-way stop.

As folks become accustomed to roundabouts, as in 
our northern suburbs, you become aware of the easier 
flow of traffic. You won’t see a need to sit at each lift 
for two or three changes of the signal or take your turn 
as the 10th or 12th car at a four-way stop.

Accidents in a roundabout cause less damage and 
fewer injuries.

Steve Wohlford
Noblesville
P.S. We spend our winters in the god-forsaken traf-

fic of metropolitan Tampa, Fla.

Hear from Westfield 
mayoral candidates
The REPORTER

Join the Westfield GOP 
Club from 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Feb. 21 at the 
Grand Park Events Center to 
hear from Westfield mayoral 
candidates.

Candidates will answer 
questions in a debate format 
and share their vision for 
Westfield.

Please RSVP to west-
fieldingop@gmail.com. All 
are welcome.

https://tinyurl.com/3dvrzfn2
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2223/resident-companies/cso-masterworks-3/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M3afoZ4lYCI4MM9GxC37sW689BU2nFQq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ipxd5OgkhUxQ5-kDza2IR5lhh90fE122/view
http://www.hhschuskies.org/
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/noblesville-westfield-legislate-series-county-city-councils-813492
mailto:westfieldingop%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:westfieldingop%40gmail.com?subject=


   News 5

Center for the Performing Arts launches 
new Transportation Grant Program

Donor-supported fund will lower cost for student groups to attend educational events
The REPORTER

With a lead gift from 
a local family, the Center 
for the Performing Arts has 
launched a philanthropic 
fund to help defray the cost 
for student groups to attend 
education-related events at 
the Palladium and other ven-
ues on its Carmel campus.

Transportation expens-
es are among the key hur-
dles for budget-strapped 
educators planning off-site 
enrichment experiences for 
their students. The Cen-
ter’s new Transportation 
Grant Program is open to 
applications from public 
and private schools as well 
as homeschool groups. Or-
ganizations approved for 
grants can receive up to 
$600 per event in reim-
bursed costs for drivers and 

buses or other vehicles.
Eligible Center Presents 

education events include 
the FrontRow preconcert 
student Q&A sessions with 
performing artists and this 
season’s National Geo-
graphic Live speaker series, 
which offers free matinees 
for students. Upcoming Nat 
Geo Live events at the Pal-
ladium include T. Rex Rises 
with paleontologist Lindsay 
Zanno on Feb. 21 and Un-
tamed with wildlife film-
maker Filipe DeAndrade on 
April 25.

The initial gift to the 
grant fund comes from Car-
mel residents Justin and 
Jennifer Moffett. Justin is 
a member of the Center’s 
Board of Directors and CEO 
of Old Town Companies.

“We are exceedingly 

grateful to the Moffetts for 
recognizing the value of 
our programming for local 
youth and the opportuni-
ty we have to make these 
experiences more widely 
accessible,” said Jeffrey 
C. McDermott, President/
CEO of the Center for the 
Performing Arts. “We hope 
other supporters will step 
up to broaden the impact of 
this new initiative.”

Those interested in do-
nating to the Transportation 
Grant Fund may contact 
Ana Hammersley, Direc-
tor of Individual Develop-
ment, at (317) 819-3536. 
Donations to the Center’s 
full range of education 
programs may be made at 
TheCenterPresents.org/
donate by choosing “Edu-
cation Fund” from the pull-

down menu.
More information about 

applying for a Transporta-
tion Grant is available at 

TheCenterPresents.org/
TransportationGrant.

Photo provided
Students from Cold Spring School in Indianapolis arrive for a student 
matinee at the Center for the Performing Arts.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County 

Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District will hold its 
annual meeting from 5 to 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 28 in 
O.V. Winks Building at the 
Hamilton County 4-H Fair-
grounds, 2003 Pleasant St., 
Noblesville. 

The guest speaker will 
be Leslie Taljaard, Director 
of Hamilton County’s HHW 
Center/SWMD, presenting 

on the current state of HHW 
collection and recycling. 
There will also be a free 
chili dinner, a summary re-
port of 2022 activities, and a 
vote for an open board po-
sition.

All attendees will also 
be entered to win a gift bas-
ket donated by Hamilton 
County Tourism.

The public is invited to 
attend. RSVP at hamilton-
swcd.org/events.

Public invited to Soil & 
Water’s annual meeting

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools
Noblesville Schools celebrated World Read Aloud Day on Wednesday with special guest readers that 
included Noblesville Mayor Chris Jensen, Deputy Mayor Matt Light, and Superintendent Dr. Dan Hile.

Noblesville students welcome three 
guests for World Read Aloud Day

FireStarter CEO & Carmel mayoral 
candidate named to National
Business Leadership Council

Sue Finkam joins team to advocate locally &
nationally to help small businesses succeed

Submitted by 
Sue Finkam for Mayor

The National Small 
Business Association 
(NSBA), the nation’s oldest 
small-business advocacy or-
ganization, announced today 
that Sue Finkam, business 
executive and CEO of Fire-
Starter LLC, a national 
marketing consultancy head-
quartered in Carmel, has 
been named to its Leader-
ship Council.

Finkam, a recognized 
leader in the Carmel and 
greater Indianapolis business 
community, joins the NSBA 
Leadership Council alongside 
other small-business advo-
cates from across the country 
as they work to promote the 
interests of small businesses 
to policymakers in Indiana 
and Washington, D.C. 

“I am proud to have 
Sue Finkam as part of our 
Leadership Council,” NSBA 
President & CEO Todd Mc-
Cracken said. “She came to 
us highly recommended. Her 
executive business experi-
ence, coupled with her back-
ground in advocating for the 

needs of others, 
will provide tre-
mendous value. 
I look forward to 
collaborating with 
Sue and ensuring 
our coordinated 
efforts have a pos-
itive impact on 
the small-business 
community.”

Finkam joins the NSBA 
Leadership Council to ad-
vocate for solutions that can 
address the critical issues 
facing small businesses, in-
cluding tax reform, regulato-
ry restraint, lower healthcare 
costs and improved access 
to capital. The NSBA Lead-
ership Council is focused on 
providing valuable network-
ing between small-business 
advocates from across the 
country while ensuring small 
businesses have a seat at the 
table as Congress and regu-
lators take up key proposals 
that affect them.

“As a small business 
owner, I know the risk in-
volved in leveraging person-
al capital to start a business 
and what it takes to sign the 

front of a pay-
check,” Finkam 
said. “As a local 
elected official, I 
understand the im-
portance of being 
engaged in con-
versations about 
policy. I am ex-
cited about repre-
senting the needs 

of small businesses, given 
they are America’s economic 
engine and are the backbone 
of families in Carmel and 
across the United States.”

Finkam is the founder 
and CEO of FireStarter, a 
national marketing consul-
tancy helping organizations 
better fulfill their missions. 
FireStarter has grown quick-
ly since Finkam took it 
full-time in January 2021. 
Small-business sustainabil-
ity and growth is important 
to Finkam, who encourages 
innovation and investment 
and supports reducing oner-
ous governmental regulation 
and taxation.

About National Small 
Business Association
Celebrating more than 85 

years in operation, the Na-
tional Small Business Ad-
ministration is a staunchly 
nonpartisan organization ad-
vocating on behalf of Amer-
ica’s entrepreneurs. NSBA's 
65,000 members represent 
every state and every indus-
try in the U.S., and we are 
proud to be the nation’s first 
small-business advocacy or-
ganization.

About FireStarter, LLC
FireStarter LLC is a 

full-service marketing firm 
based in Carmel that uses 
data-driven solutions to ig-
nite brand stories and elevate 
mission-driven organiza-
tions. FireStarter provides 
expert strategies to aid those 
looking for marketing sup-
port during a time of growth 
and transition or a dedicated 
team to help with early-stage 
brand development. Its 
award-winning team of mar-
keting strategists, with ex-
tensive experience in organ 
donation and transplantation 
and specialty physician care, 
will augment your team by 
expanding its presence and 
sparking your brand growth.

Finkam
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The REPORTER
The Indiana House of 

Representatives recently 
voted in support of State 
Rep. Chris Jeter's (R-Fish-
ers) bill to hold irresponsible 
nonprofits accountable and 
better protect Hoosiers.

"Several recent high-pro-
file cases have highlighted 
the gaps in the oversight of 
nonprofits in our state," Jeter 
said. "The goal of this legis-
lation is to make sure Hoo-
siers have a seat at the table 
when going after these bad 
actors and ensure we can 
protect consumers."

According to Jeter, the 
Office of the Indiana Attor-
ney General is limited in the 
actions it can take to hold 
irresponsible nonprofits ac-
countable. Under current 
law, the attorney general can 
only seek injunctive relief, 
dissolution, or permanent 
removal. Jeter's legislation 
would help ensure the at-

torney general's 
office has the 
necessary tools 
to fine bad actors 
and provide resti-
tution. 

Most recent-
ly, this issue was 
highlighted in the 
inability of the 
attorney general 
to take action against JPC 
Affordable Housing. JPC, 
a nonprofit housing provid-
er, was accused of neglect-
ing its Indianapolis tenants 
and pocketing their utility 
payments, which prompted 
Citizens Energy Company 
to shut off service to 900 
units due to a $1.3 million 
unpaid bill. But because of 
Indiana's nonprofit laws, 
a judge ruled the attorney 
general's office did not have 
the authority to intervene in 
the situation.

Under House Bill 1075, 
the reasons a nonprofit orga-

nization could be 
dissolved would 
expand to include 
one that fails to 
use property or 
assets for their 
intended purpose, 
commits gross 
mismanagement 
of assets, fails to 
maintain certain 

records, or does not respond 
in a good faith manner to a 
written inquiry. According 
to Jeter, these changes would 
align with many of the non-
profit laws nationwide. 

Jeter said having ad-
ditional pathways to hold 
mismanaged nonprofits 
accountable would have 
helped the attorney gener-
al's office seek civil penal-
ties against USA Gymnas-
tics and take action against 
Wildlife in Need.

After the sexual assault 
scandal involving former 
team doctor Larry Nasser, 

USA Gymnastics filed for 
bankruptcy and the attorney 
general could not pursue fi-
nancial penalties against the 
nonprofit. Wildlife in Need, 
which was a roadside zoo 
registered as a nonprofit in 
southern Indiana and run 
by Tim Stark, who was fea-
tured in the Netflix show 
Tiger King, was found to 
have misused corporation 
funds for personal use, but 
the attorney general did not 
have the authority to inspect 
the organization's financial 
records. 

house Bill 1075 now 
heads to the Indiana Senate 
for further consideration. 
For more information, or to 
watch session and commit-
tees live, visit iga.in.gov.

State Rep. Chris Jeter 
(R-Fishers) represents 
House District 88, which 
includes portions of Hamil-
ton, Hancock, Madison and 
Marion counties.

Jeter

Rep. Jeter’s bill increasing nonprofit 
oversight advances to State Senate

Carmel Clay Parks & Rec
names two new directors
The REPORTER

Carmel Clay Parks & 
recreation (CCPR) has 
named Eric Mehl as the de-
partment’s administration 
& planning director and 
Michael Normand as recre-
ation & facilities director.

“Both Eric and Mi-
chael have worked with 
CCPR for over a decade,” 
said Kurtis Baumgartner, 
CCPR Assistant Director 
of Parks and Recreation. 
“During their tenure, they 
have shown tremendous 
growth and demonstrated 
strong leadership capabili-
ties. Their comprehensive 
experience with our parks, 
programs, and facilities will 
be an asset to our team and 
our community.”

Eric Mehl
Administration & 
Planning Director

Mehl has worked with 
the department for 13 years 
and most recently served as 
recreation & facilities direc-
tor.

As administration & 
planning director, Mehl 

oversees CCPR’s 
business services 
and human re-
sources teams. 
He is responsible 
for coordinating 
department-wide 
planning efforts, 
maintaining de-
partment records, 
and managing 
administrative 
planning func-
tions and poli-
cies.

Mehl has ex-
tensive park and 
recreation expe-
rience. He man-
aged a $6 million 
budget for the 
Monon Commu-
nity Center (MCC) and 
The Waterpark, oversaw 
facility operations during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
led 17 full-time staff and 
over 400 part-time staff sea-
sonally, and managed capi-
tal projects.

“I have learned so much 
during my tenure with 
Carmel Clay Parks and I 

look forward to 
what this new 
chapter holds,” 
Mehl said. “It 
is a privilege to 
continue serving 
our community 
and the Carmel 
Clay Parks team 
in this new ca-
pacity.”

Mehl stud-
ied fine arts and 
design at Ohio 
State University. 
He is a Certified 
Park and Rec-
reation Profes-
sional and holds 
Aquatics Facility 
Operations and 
Aquatics Facility 

Operations Instructor certi-
fications. He graduated from 
the National Recreation and 
Park Association’s Director 
School in 2019.

Michael Normand
Recreation & 

Facilities Director
Normand has worked 

with the department for 14 
years and most recently 

served as recreation & facil-
ities assistant director.

As recreation & facili-
ties director, Normand over-
sees operations and staff of 
the MCC and The Water-
park as well as recreation 
programming.

Normand first worked 
with the department as an 
intern in 2008, later join-
ing the team full-time as a 
member services supervisor. 
Over the years he has risen 
through the ranks garnering 
experience in customer ser-
vice, recreation program-
ming, project management, 
and operations.

“Carmel Clay Parks has 
offered me incredible oppor-
tunities to grow and learn in 
the field of parks and rec-
reation,” Normand said. “I 
look forward to serving the 
team and community in this 
new role.”

Normand has a degree 
in tourism, hospitality, and 
event management from 
Indiana University. He is a 
Certified Park and Recre-
ation Professional.

Mehl

Normand

Carmel Bike Share 
program sees record 

growth in 2022

Photo provided by City of Carmel

Submitted by 
City of Carmel

Carmel’s rapidly grow-
ing central corridor is at-
tracting new residents, 
small businesses, and 
corporate offices, creat-
ing a vibrancy never seen 
in Carmel. Add in thou-
sands of tourists who visit 
throughout the year, and 
you have the recipe for a 
record-breaking Carmel 
Bike Share program.

In 2022, more than 
5,300 Bike Share rides 
were logged, the most of 
any year since the program 
began in 2015.

“These numbers are a 
direct result of our success-
ful redevelopment of Mid-
town and areas to the north 
and south along the Monon 
Greenway,” Mayor Jim 
Brainard said. “A vital part 
of creating a high quality 
of life is to provide options 
for places to live, work and 
ways to get around town. 
Not everyone wants to hop 
in the car for short trips to 
dinner or a show at the Pal-
ladium. It’s good to see our 
residents and visitors are 
taking advantage of Bike 
Share.”

The city invested in the 
Bike Share program by re-
placing the fleet with new 
bikes in November 2022. 
There are now 50 bikes 
spread across seven Bike 
Share stations. More sta-
tions will be added in the 
future.

Bike Share users 
download an app on their 
smartphones to rent a bike. 
A single bike ride costs 
$1.50 per half-hour with 
a cap of $24 for up to a 
24-hour period. You can 
also sign up for a monthly 
account and pay $15 for 
unlimited rides under one 
hour. Annual accounts cost 
$30 for the same benefit. 
Click here to read all the 
details.

Here are the current 
station locations:

• Carmel City Hall
• Central Park on the 

Monon Greenway
• Carter Green and 

Monon Greenway
• City Center Drive and 

Range Line Road
• Main Street and the 

Monon Greenway
• Midtown Plaza, 365 

Monon Boulevard
• 37 E. Main St.
Here are ridership sta-

tistics from 2022:
• Annual rides: 5,355 

(versus 4,244 in 2021)
• Median trip duration: 

42.2 minutes
• Annual hours of us-

age: 4,632 hours
• Most used station: 

Midtown Plaza
Interested in spon-

soring a new Bike Share 
station at your compa-
ny? Please contact David 
Littlejohn (dlittlejohn@
carmel.in.gov) or Kevin 
Whited (kwhited@carm-
el.in.gov) for information.

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1075
https://iga.in.gov/
https://www.carmelclayparks.com/
https://www.carmelclayparks.com/
https://www.carmelclayparks.com/monon-community-center
https://www.carmelclayparks.com/monon-community-center
https://www.carmelclayparks.com/the-waterpark
https://www.tandem-mobility.com/carmel-bike-share
https://www.carmel.in.gov/our-city/experience/attractions/bike-carmel/bike-share-program
mailto:dlittlejohn%40carmel.in.gov?subject=
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Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday Feb. 3 Casey Harshbarger
We will be open on Valentine’s 

Day! Call for Reservations

Business Cards

Meeting Notices
The Hamilton County 

Board of Commissioners have 
canceled the highway meeting 
scheduled for Friday, Feb. 3, 
2023.

The Noblesville Common Council 
will meet in a special session at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, Feb. 6, 2023, in Room 
A214 at Noblesville City Hall, 16 S. 
10th St.

Jeremy Eltz running for 
Carmel City Council

Submitted
Jeremy Eltz announced 

his candidacy on Monday 
for Carmel City Council in 
the Southeast Dis-
trict. A Democrat, 
Eltz has lived in 
Carmel for the 
past seven years.

“Living in 
Carmel has been 
everything I want-
ed to provide my 
family with: great 
schools, parks, 
and safe neighborhoods,” 
Eltz said. “I want Carmel to 
continue to be a place where 
people can live, work, and 
play while raising a family, 
starting a business, and mak-
ing friends. I grew up one of 
seven kids and our family 
moved around (Greencastle, 
Martinsville, Logansport) 
as my parents pursued work 
and better pay to give my 
siblings and me a better life 
than they had. My wife and 
I chose to move to Carm-
el because of the excellent 
schools and to be closer to 
Handel’s Homemade Ice 
Cream (within 10 minutes 
of two locations now).” 

With a bachelor's degree 
in biology, a master’s de-
gree in teaching, and a PhD 
in educational leadership, 
Eltz has been a long-time 
leader in STEM education 
throughout Indiana.

Eltz said he intends to 
leverage his background 
and expertise to pursue an 
innovative approach to city 
development and will make 
sure neighbors have real in-
put on new projects rather 
than just the big campaign 
donors, as he says has been 
the case recently. 

“My campaign will not 
be paid for by big donors, 
unlike my opponent,” Eltz 

said. “I am committed to 
limiting donations to under 
$100 per individual. We 
have to get big money out of 

politics to ensure 
our neighbors 
have a real oppor-
tunity to influence 
city council deci-
sions. My com-
mitment to small 
donations may tie 
one hand behind 
my back, but it 
is a core belief of 

mine. Because of this belief, 
I can promise my neighbors 
that my city council vote 
can’t be bought, it will be 
decided by the people of the 
Southeast District!”

Eltz currently serves as 
the Director of Rural Ed-
ucation for the Center of 
Excellence in Leadership 
of Learning (CELL) at the 
University of Indianapolis. 
He has served in leader-
ship positions within civic 
organizations such as the 
Carmel Democratic Club 
and the board of the Indiana 
Afterschool Network. He 
also serves as Vice Precinct 
Chair of Clay 42 after losing 
his reelection bid for Chair 
last year to his wife, Missy 
(which she never reminds 
him of). 

Jeremy resides in the 
Southeast Council District 
with his wife of 15 years, 
Missy, and daughters Macy 
and Mallory.

The 2023 municipal pri-
mary election for Carmel 
City Council is in May and 
the general election is this 
November. To learn more 
about Eltz, reach out to him 
directly at electeltz@gmail.
com or visit his Facebook 
(facebook.com/electeltz) or 
Instagram (instagram.com/
electeltz).

eltz

Commercial courts can make
judicial process business friendly
Pre-trial disclosures help prevent dozens of trials
The REPORTER

If you ask Hamilton 
County Superior Court 2 
Judge Jon Brown about 
the benefits of commercial 
court, you’ll get an earful. 
As a former bankruptcy/
commercial litigation at-
torney, Judge Brown un-
derstands how drawn out 
and cumbersome complex 
litigation can be.

“Commercial courts 
help improve court effi-
ciency and allow business 
and commercial disputes 
to be resolved quicker with 
more predictability,” Judge 
Brown said. “Plus, the e-fil-
ing, e-discovery, and video 
conferencing technologies 
help us come to resolutions 
faster. It’s really like play-
ing open-hand euchre.”

Attorney Sean Clapp 
with Fishers-based Clapp 
Ferrucci Attorneys at Law 
was part of the original 

committee that 
helped the In-
diana Supreme 
Court create com-
mercial courts.

“The courts 
were too busy 
with non-busi-
ness-related cases 
to leave sufficient 
time to properly 
review and an-
alyze complex 
business cas-
es,” Clapp said. 
“These cases are 
much more doc-
ument intensive, 
so commercial 
court requires 
mandatory dis-
closures at the 
beginning of the case. It’s 
similar to the federal court 
system.” 

Once a commercial 
case has been filed, par-
ties must confer to discuss 

case management 
and create a plan 
to expedite the 
exchange of ev-
idence between 
the parties. The 
case management 
conference with 
the Court must 
occur within 45 
days.

“This process 
really helps cut 
to the chase and 
forces efficien-
cy right out of 
the gate,” Judge 
Brown said. “I’ve 
presided over 25 
commercial cases 
so far and have 
yet to have one 

proceed to trial because 
both sides were able to re-
solve the conflict before it 
made it that far.”

“Given the choice, I use 
commercial courts any time 

I can,” Clapp added. “Busi-
nesses don’t want their lit-
igation languishing in the 
system. It’s timely and ex-
pensive. Plus, commercial 
court is administered by 
judges trained in business 
law which helps set con-
sistent precedent that can 
be used to advise business 
clients and maybe prevent 
future litigation.”

Hamilton County is 
one of 10 Indiana counties 
with a commercial court. 
Businesses can file their 
complaints in any of the 
commercial courts, but 
both sides must agree to 
participate. Common cases 
include shareholder dis-
putes, breach of contract, 
trade secrets, non-compete 
agreements, indemnifica-
tion issues, unfair compe-
tition, securities, insurance 
disputes, environmental 
claims, and antitrust cases.

Brown

Clapp

The REPORTER
M u l t i p l e 

Hamilton Coun-
ty community 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and governmen-
tal partners have 
launched an in-
novative Hospi-
tality Training 
Program in the 
Hamilton County 
Jail. The 10-week program 
provides participants with 
valuable communication, 
problem-solving, and cus-
tomer service skills to pur-
sue careers in the hospitality 
industry.

The training was made 
possible through funding 
from Hamilton County's 
ARPA Committee and is 
operated through a partner-
ship between the Hamilton 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Hamilton County Tourism, 
and Invest Hamilton Coun-
ty. So far two cohorts of 
men have passed their certi-
fications with a 100 percent 
pass rate. A women’s cohort 
begins Feb. 6.

“We know that giving in-
dividuals a second chance is 
the right thing to do,” Coun-
ty Commissioner Mark 
Heirbrandt said. “Programs 
like this that attach that 
second chance to economic 
opportunity are another ex-
ample of forward-thinking, 
innovation, and collabora-

tion in our community.”
Hamilton County's 

hospitality industry was 
among the hardest hit by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
resulting labor shortage. The 
ARPA grant is meant to sup-
port the industry's rebound.

“When knew workforce 
shortages were a barrier for 
our local lodging partners so 
the support provided by the 
Hamilton County Council 
and Commissioners and the 
talents of Invest enabled us 
to take action,” Hamilton 
County Tourism President/
CEO Brenda Myers said. 
“Our local hospitality indus-
try includes quality work-
places that care about their 
people and the community. 
In meeting the men in this 
program, I believe many of 
them will find great success 
in this industry.”

All participants earn na-
tionally recognized Guest 
Service Gold and most of 
the Certified Front Desk 
Representative credential 
from the American Hotel 

and Lodging Education In-
stitute.

“We are exploring the 
skill and credential needs 
of our ecosystem on a con-
sistent basis,” Invest Ham-
ilton County President & 
CEO Mike Thibideau said. 
“Customer service and the 
other skills attached to this 
program prepare individuals 
for multiple pathways of op-
portunity.”

The Hamilton County 
Sheriff's Office and the jail, 
through the TOWER and 
Launch HOPE programs, 
provide therapeutic envi-
ronments focused on reduc-
ing recidivism and helping 
individuals find long-term 
recovery for substance use 
and mental health struggles.

“We are proud of the 
program and the hard work 
that the program partici-
pants put in, not only to bet-
ter themselves but to lay the 
foundation for a good fu-
ture,” Sheriff Dennis Quak-
enbush said.

The partnership has a 

goal to contin-
ue trainings into 
the foreseeable 
future. Any em-
ployers interest-
ed in participat-
ing may contact 
Mike Thibideau 
at mthibideau@
investhamilton-
county.com.
About Hamilton 

County Tourism
hamilton County 

Tourism Inc. is a nonprof-
it destination management 
organization that promotes 
tourism growth through 
strategic marketing, hospi-
tality and development ini-
tiatives providing hospitali-
ty to more than four million 
visitors to Hamilton County 
each year.

About Invest 
Hamilton County

The Hamilton County 
Economic Development 
Corporation (dba Invest 
Hamilton County) is an 
economic development or-
ganization focused on talent 
attraction, retention, devel-
opment, and quality of life 
initiatives throughout Ham-
ilton County. Invest Ham-
ilton County works with 
diverse and dynamic stake-
holders from throughout 
the community to help local 
residents, businesses, and 
communities address barrier 
to economic vitality.

heirbrandt Myers Thibideau Quakenbush

Hamilton County launches innovative 
Hospitality Training Program in jail

Providing inmates job skills while aiding tourism recovery

The REPORTER
Indiana Attorney Gener-

al Todd Rokita announced 
on Tuesday a $66,496,758 
settlement on be-
half of the State 
of Indiana to re-
solve allegations 
against Centene 
Corp., a major 
healthcare-ser-
vices company.

The allega-
tions include 
claims that Cen-
tene, in the course 
of providing pharmacy 
services, overcharged Indi-
ana’s Medicaid program for 
pharmaceutical costs. Cen-
tene made no admission of 
liability and maintains that 
its business practices were 
lawful. 

“Companies must be 
held accountable for their 
actions,” Rokita said. “On 
Hoosiers’ behalf, my team 
and I are committed to mak-
ing sure that happens.”

Rokita thanked the In-
diana Family and Social 
Services Administration for 
its significant contributions 
to investigating Centene’s 

practices. He also thanked 
his staff and the Liston & 
Deas law firm for their criti-
cal expertise.

While func-
tioning as a phar-
macy benefit 
manager (PBM), 
Centene allegedly 
failed to disclose 
true pharma-
cy benefits and 
services costs. 
Among other 
functions, PBMs 
contract with 

pharmacies and reimburse 
them for filling prescriptions 
on behalf of insurance plans 
– in this case, on behalf of 
the State of Indiana. 

As a result of Centene’s 
failure to disclose true costs, 
Centene allegedly inflated 
dispensing fees causing an 
added cost to the Medicaid 
program.

Indiana is one of at least 
18 states to investigate Cen-
tene’s alleged overcharg-
es. The agreement requires 
Centene to pay the State of 
Indiana the total amount of 
the settlement in two install-
ments over 12 months.

rokita

Attorney General Rokita wins
$66.5M settlement with major
healthcare company following

allegations of overcharging

https://one.bidpal.net/savornoblesville23/welcome
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
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F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

Attention investors! This condo is ready for your 
expertise. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, eat-in kitchen, 

laundry on main level, brick hearth fireplace  
in family room, great patio, assigned  
covered parking. BLC#21897547

2914 Fordham Lane
Indianapolis • $99,900

Stately and well maintained brick 2-story,  
2.24 acres with wooded backyard. 3 BR, 3 full  

and 2 1/2 baths, huge finished basement, 
3-car garage, screened porch, access to lake. 

BLC#21896185

26 Forest Bay Lane
Cicero • $695,000 

NEW LISTING!

THE

REALTORS®

Pristine home situated in the heart of North 
Harbour on over half an acre (.65). Features include 

4 BR, 2.5 BA and a stunning 22x15 sunroom. 
Lovely view of Harbour Trees Golf Course #7 

across the street. BLC#21893242

 1999 N Harbour Drive
Noblesville • $379,900

NEW PRICE!

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com
Stunning rehab in downtown Noblesville with 
over 2,200 sq ft features 4 BR, 2 BA, finished 

basement, master bath with en-suite and more! 
BLC#21879748

1350 S 9th Street
Noblesville • $329,900 

SOLD!

PENDING New Year, New Home. 
Call Today!

New Year, New Home. 
Call Today!

 1621 E. Greyhound Pass 
Carmel, IN 46032 

(317) 587-2001 
www.bussellfamilyfunerals.comDonna 

Bussell

Today’s BiBLE REading
Then I looked and heard the voice of many 

angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled 
the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 
In a loud voice they were saying:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and praise!”

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 
that is in them, saying:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever 
and ever!”

The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the 
elders fell down and worshiped.

Revelation 5:11-14 (NIV)

Noblesville Bicentennial Committee 
announces first two “Trailblazers”

Submitted by Noblesville 
Bicentennial Committee

Editor’s note: Informa-
tion on monthly Trailblaz-
ers is written by Hamilton 
County Historian David 
Heighway. To read more 
about each Noblesville 
Trailblazers, visit cityof 
noblesville.org/trailblazers.

As the City of Nobles-
ville celebrates its 200th 
birthday, the Noblesville 
Bicentennial Committee 
has partnered with Hamil-
ton County Historian David 
Heighway to share informa-
tion about our community. 
Each month, we will high-
light “Noblesville Trail-
blazers” – individuals and 
groups that made an impact 
to our history.

Salmon Oliver “Sol” 
Levinson (1865-1941)

Known as “Sol” when he 
lived here, Levinson was the 
eldest son of his family. He 
excelled in the local schools, 
graduating at the age of 16, 
and was a leading member 
of the local baseball team 
in the 1880s. He graduated 
from Yale in 1888, received 
his LLB from Lake Forest 
University in 1891, and was 
admitted to the Illinois Bar 
that same year where he 
practiced law in Chicago.

Sol continued his fam-
ily’s involvement in chari-
table work in Noblesville. 
He began giving an annual 
award to the Ladies Aid 
Society in memory of his 
mother who had been an 
important member of the 
group. He and his brother 
Harry also contributed mon-
ey in memory of their father 
to construct the Noblesville 
Masonic Lodge in 1915.

Sol’s most generous gift 
to the city was in 1917, when 
he gave $10,000 toward the 
construction of a new high 
school gymnasium which 

was most recent-
ly part of the 
Boys & 
Girls Club. 
For many 
years af-
ter this, 
the high 
s c h o o l 
newspaper 
was called 
the “Levin 
Sun.” An-
other of his 
gifts still in 
use today is 
the Forest 
Park Golf 
C o u r s e , 
which he 
gave $1,000 
for its con-
struction in 
1927.

Levinson 
was famous 
na t iona l ly 
for his work 
in the concept of outlawing 
war. He had written most 
of the text of the document 
known as the Kellogg-Bri-
and Pact or Pact of Paris. 
For this, he was nominated 
for the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1929 and received the 
Rosenberger Medal from 
the University of Chicago in 
1931 and the French Legion 
of Honor in 1934. 

Pete Smith
Pete Smith left no re-

cords himself and the 
information Hamilton 
County Historian David 
Heighway has found during 
his research is based on 
reminiscences written down 
60 years or more after the 
fact. Nevertheless, Heigh-
way says Smith’s story illus-
trates some important facts 
about the early settlement of 
the area and should be told 
if we are to understand how 
this community was created.

Smith was a Black man 

and was the first 
n o n - N a t i v e 

American to 
live in the 
N o b l e s -
ville area. 
It was 
t h r o u g h 
his efforts 

that the first 
white settlers 

were able to 
survive. 

In 1819, 
s e t t l e r s 
came to the 
area to stake 
claim on 
land. Smith 
attracted at-
tention as no 
one expect-
ed to see a 
Black man 
already in 
this area. He 
told them 
n o t h i n g 

about where he had come 
from or why he was there, 
but instead offered to help 
them. He became a trusted 
friend of the settlers and 
provided assistance in their 
times of need and helped 
prevent a possible confron-
tation with the Delaware In-
dians over a pair of missing 
shoes. When the settlement 
was ravaged by malaria 
during the summer, Smith 
helped families raise corn. 

In 1820, Smith was 
working for William Con-
ner, raising a field of corn 
and doing some trapping on 
his own. In all probability, 
Smith was helping the set-
tlers and working for Con-
ner because he planned to 
stay with the settlement and 
establish his own home and 
farm.

By 1821, land buyers 
were coming in from all 
over to speculate in these 
newly-available western 

lands. That year, a man 
came up from Kentucky to 
purchase land to resell. Ac-
cording to later accounts, he 
saw Smith, returned to Ken-
tucky, and soon reappeared 
in this area with a group of 
men and papers saying that 
Pete Smith was an enslaved 
individual who had escaped 
from his farm. Smith denied 
that he knew the man and 
the settlers confronted the 
Kentuckian. 

Conner, an influential 
man at that time, was asked 
by the settlers to intervene 
and free Smith. He exam-
ined the Kentuckian’s papers 
and then announced to the 
settlers that they were legal-
ly correct. Conner warned 
them that if the settlers at-
tempted to stop the Kentuck-
ian, they would be guilty of 
breaking the law. Without 
this support, they could do 
nothing. The Kentuckian 
then took Smith away and 
he was never heard from 
again. However, his story of 
significant local impact was 
passed down by others.

About the Noblesville 
Bicentennial Committee

The Noblesville Bicen-
tennial Committee is plan-
ning the city’s Bicentennial 
Celebration in 2023, the 
200th anniversary of No-
blesville being platted. Bret 
Richardson and Megan 
Wiles serve as the honorary 
chairs to oversee the plan-
ning and programming of 
the celebration, while resi-
dents will help provide input 
and volunteer at the events. 
William Conner and Josiah 
Polk laid out what is now 
downtown Noblesville in 
1823, which was designated 
as the Hamilton County seat 
in 1824 and incorporated in 
1851. For more information, 
visit cityofnoblesville.org/
bicentennial.

Sol Levinson
The REPORTER

The Indiana Democratic 
Party on Wednesday issued 
the following statement by 
Chair Mike Schmuhl and 
Vice Chair Myla Eldridge:

“As we begin Black 
History Month, the Indiana 
Democratic Party honors 
the countless contributions 
and sacrifices made by Af-
rican Americans in shaping 
our state and nation's his-
tory.

“From the fight for civil 
rights to the ongoing strug-

gle for social and economic 
justice, the Black communi-
ty has been at the forefront 
of progress and change. We 
pay homage to the trail-
blazers who paved the way 
for future generations and 
recommit ourselves to the 
work of creating a more eq-
uitable and just society.

“Let us celebrate and 
learn from the rich heri-
tage and culture of African 
Americans and work to-
wards a brighter future for 
all Hoosiers.”

Indiana Democrats 
issue statement on 

Black History Month

ReadTheReporter.com
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.comRobinson

REALTOR®/BROKER/SRES

Talk
To

Want to build your dream home? Thinking 
about a land investment? What about  

a barndominium? Talk to Dani! 

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

4822 PLANTATION ST, ANDERSON800 S. PENDLETON

0 S CO RD 1000 W, ANDERSON 0 ST RD 38, LAPEL

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

In 1972, Noblesville’s Advance Babe Ruth State Champions were . . .

A Powerhouse Team
By DR. TERRY COOMER
For The Reporter

In 1972, Noblesville 
(population 7,548) had its 
first state championship 
baseball team.

It was a magical season 
when Noblesville won the 
Advance Babe Ruth State 
Championship and went 
on to play in a seven-state 
championship playoff in Al-
pena, Mich. In 1972 in No-
blesville, Forest Park was 
the place to be! The swim-
ming pool, the ballpark, and 
the music! The park was 
buzzing with people and the 
ballpark was crowded. Ev-
eryone realized this was a 
special team and they came 
out to watch! The lazy, hazy, 
days of summer! It was an 
awesome summer for the 
players, fans, and the com-
munity! We walked through 
the season taking on all 
comers and beating them! 
I want to apologize upfront 
if I forgot anyone’s contri-
bution or do not remember 
someone.

The team members were 
Tad Donoff, Carl Lowery, 
Alan Dunlap, Ray Lyttle, 
Mike Swaynie, Gary Parks, 
Jim Harger, Doug Latham, 
Terry Coomer, Mike Bea-
dle, Dave Beaty, and Randy 
Wilson. Coaches were Don 
Dunker and Carl Lowery. 
We were sponsored by the 
Noblesville American Le-
gion.

This team obviously had 
outstanding pitchers. The 
three starting pitchers were 
Gary Parks, Ray Lyttle and 
me, Terry Coomer. We also 
had great defense, team 
speed, and power hitters. 
Mike Swaynie, Tad Donoff 
and Dave Beatty in the out-
field had real speed and ran 
down several balls and they 
also ran out several base 
hits and stolen bases. Doug 
Latham at second base and 
Carl Lowery at shortstop 
were an awesome combi-
nation of defense and they 
hit the ball well. Raw pow-
er at the plate with Randy 
Wilson, Ray Lyttle, Terry 
Coomer, Dave Beaty, Allan 
Dunlap, Gary Parks, and 
Mike Beadle. In fact, all 
of the starters on this team 
were capable of taking the 
ball out of the park at any 
time.  We hit a lot of home 
runs. There were line drives 
that were just scorchers! 

However, it did not 
start there. Two men were 
responsible: Don Jellison, 
the hall of fame and iconic 
sports editor and Don Dunk-
er, the Noblesville High 
School baseball coach. Don 
Jellison was a relentless pro-
moter of Babe Ruth baseball 
all over the State of Indiana. 
For several years he was 
the President of Babe Ruth 
baseball in Indiana. Don 
also believed Noblesville 
could compete with any city 
in Indiana and we did.

Don Jellison was the 
coach of the Noblesville 
Babe Ruth 14–15-year-old 

team. It was a feeder pro-
gram to Don Dunker’s high 
school team and summer 
American Legion and Ad-
vance Babe Ruth team. I 
played for both Coach Jelli-
son and Coach Dunker. Don 
Jellison was my friend for 
50 years and Don Dunker 
was a mentor to me in many 
areas. The high school base-
ball field at Noblesville is 
the Donald J. Dunker field. 
A well-deserved honor! 

This all started with the 
14 and 15-year-old Babe 
Ruth team, which was out-
standing. The team broke 
records and was the start 
of Noblesville High School 
winning its first-ever base-
ball sectional championship 
in 1970. Noblesville went 
on a run and won four con-
secutive sectional champi-
onships from 1970 to 1973. 
No one has done that since. 

In 1970 as a freshman, 
Coach Dunker had me start 
in left field. At that time, 
I was the first freshman 
to ever play on the varsi-
ty team. In the sectional I 
hit .400 and tied a section-
al record with three hits in 
a game. The team was led 
by senior co-captains Greg 
Daniels, Larry Howard, and 
junior Butch Reel. The out-
standing pitching by Larry 
Howard was dominant in 
this first sectional win ever 
for Noblesville High School. 

Don Jellison wrote an 
article in the middle 1990’s 
in the local paper called, 
“Noblesville Had Awe-
some Pitching in the Early 
1970’s.” Every team has 
rivalries. For us to win the 
high school baseball sec-
tional we had to beat one 
team all four years. Let me 
make it clear – this group of 
Noblesville baseball players 
from 1970 to 1973 beat our 
rival Carmel in four straight 
sectionals to take these 
championships and none of 
the games were close. By 
that comment I suppose you 
know who I lived to beat! 
I was privileged to be the 

only player to play on all 
four sectional championship 
teams.

Let me digress for a 
minute. This article is about 
the 1972 team. However, 
in 1973 with Ray Lyttle 
and Gary Parks graduat-
ed, I pitched the sectional 
championship game against 
Carmel. Don Jellison had 
written a full-page article 
on the sport page of the 
newspaper telling Nobles-
ville that I was going to be 
drafted by Major League 
Baseball the day after the 
sectional championship 
and the community need-
ed to come out and support 
the team and me. They did 
with more than 2,000 people 
coming out to the game. All 
stands were full and two to 
three rows deep of people 
standing up the fence lines 
into the outfield. This was 
in 1973 and radar guns were 
first starting to be used. Ev-
ery major league team was 
present in the stands and 
many college scouts were 
at Forest Park. Kim, my 
girlfriend and now my wife 
for many years, was sitting 
right behind the scouts and 
watching the radar gun. My 
first pitch was high and tight 
on the hitter, and I knocked 
him down and scared him 
to death! Kim jumped up 
and yelled out 95 miles per 
hour! The crowd roared and 
was on fire after that. In that 
game after the first inning, I 
struck out 14 Carmel Grey-
hounds in a row and Nobles-
ville won the game! Four 
sectional championships in 
a row! Now back to the rest 
of the article!

For the 1972 team pitch-
ing was huge! In the 1990’s 
article Don Jellison said, 
“Terry Coomer and Ray Lyt-
tle were the first two hurlers 
to record a pair of shutouts 
in the local sectional ever. 
Coomer did it in 1971 and 
1972 and Lyttle in 1970 and 
1972. Coomer’s first shut-
out was shall we say perfect. 
He hurled a perfect game as 

Noblesville defeated a very 
good Tipton team 6-0. He 
struck out 19 of 21 batters in 
the process. Coomer fanned 
nine consecutive hitters 
through the middle innings 
and then finished with eight 
straight strikeouts. He threw 
only 99 pitches. Eight of the 
19 strikeouts came on called 
third strikes. His second 
shutout in the sectional was 
in 1972 which was also a no 
hitter.”

Don Jellison also wrote 
in the article, “that the 1972 
Noblesville team might 
have had the best pitching 
staff in the history of Hamil-
ton County baseball.  Along 
with Coomer, Dunker had 
Gary Parks, Ray Lyttle and 
Mike Beadle.” 

Storm Club from Cin-
cinnati, the three-time Ohio 
Advance Babe Ruth State 
Champions which eventual-
ly won the Ohio Advanced 
Babe Ruth State Champion-
ship in 1972, came to Forest 
Park undefeated 30-0. Gary 
Parks was a 6-feet, 5-inch 
left-hander who could bring 
it with a great fastball and 
wicked curve ball pitched 
against them. We won the 
game 4-3. Gary was drafted 
by the Chicago White Sox in 
the ninth round but went on 
to pitch for Purdue Univer-
sity. After this win we knew 
we were on the road when 
we beat the Ohio undefeated 
State Champion for the past 
two years! We knew now we 
could play and beat anyone. 

Ray Lyttle was also an 
awesome pitcher and threw 
very hard. He threw some no 
hitters as well and went on to 
play baseball in college.  

As the tournament start-
ed, we walked through it 
behind the three pitchers, 
Lyttle, Parks, and Coomer. 
Back then you had to play 
a district tournament, area 
tournament, as well as a 
state tournament.  However, 
we were also playing simul-
taneously in the American 
Legion tournament as well. 
We won that tournament; 

however, the Advance Babe 
Ruth Tournament started the 
day of the American Legion 
championship game. Coach 
Dunker tried to get the game 
changed, but could not so we 
had to forfeit the first game 
of the tournament and come 
through the loser’s bracket 
to win the Advanced Babe 
Ruth State Championship. 
That meant we were going 
to have beat someone twice 
to win the championship. 

In the opening game of 
the State tournament for us, 
I pitched the opening game 
for us against Floyd County 
on Friday evening, a Babe 
Ruth powerhouse from 
Southern Indiana who had 
lost to Calumet in the open-
er, I struck out 16 hitters in 
seven innings, and we won 
the game. Now we had to 
beat Calumet, (from Gary) 
twice. It was going to be 
quite a chore because one of 
our pitchers had to leave to 
go out of town. Gary Parks 
pitched against Calumet on 
Saturday and struck out 15 
batters and we won 4-1.

So, with one days rest I 
was called upon to pitch the 
State Championship game 
against Calumet. Needless 
to say, I had a tired arm. 
Probably would never be 
allowed today to pitch with 
one day’s rest, but here I 
was. I was not going to lose! 
However, the bats really 
came alive for which I was 
thankful. It was an exciting 
pitcher’s battle, a scoreless 
tie into the fifth inning of 
the State Championship. 
Which pitcher and defense 
was going to break first?  
The crowd became less 
quiet as each batter went 
down. Calumet broke first! 
We scored nine runs in the 
fifth inning and the game 
was over. I had thrown six 
innings of scoreless baseball 
and in the seventh, I gave up 
a run, but we won the State 
Championship 10-1. In the 
two games with one days 
rest I struck out 25 hitters. 
Great defense, pitching and 

impressive offense. 
Then we went a few 

days later to Alpena, Mich. 
to play against seven state 
champions. Wisconsin, In-
diana, Ohio, Illinois, Mich-
igan, West Virginia, and 
Kentucky. Major talent on 
this field. Big time pitching 
and hitting with more than 
50 professional and college 
scouts watching the games. 
We never paid anything to 
eat or travel as the American 
Legion had a community 
fundraiser for us and many 
parents and baseball enthu-
siasts traveled to northern 
Michigan to watch us play. 
We are thankful for the No-
blesville American Legion 
and all the people who gave 
for us to represent Nobles-
ville and Indiana in this 
playoff. There are no easy 
teams or slouches in this 
tournament! They are all 
state champions!

Gary Parks pitched the 
opening game for us against 
the Wisconsin State Cham-
pion, and we lost 1-0 on a 
passed ball. Gary struck out 
15 hitters in the game. Then 
it was my turn. We played 
Kentucky, who had John 
LeMaster playing for them. 
The following year, John 
would be the No. 5 pick 
in the draft in all of Major 
League Baseball. John was 
the shortstop for Kentucky 
hitting .574 coming into the 
tournament. He was fast, he 
had a rocket for an arm, and 
obviously could hit. I struck 
out 16 hitters in the game, 
and we won. I struck out 
John two times in the game.  
When John I were seniors 
in high school the next year, 
we were both drafted by the 
San Francisco Giants and 
became teammates. John 
was the No. 5 pick over-
all and I was the 78th pick 
overall in the Major League 
Baseball draft. I was the first 
player in Noblesville’s his-
tory to that point to be draft-
ed and signed by a major 
league baseball team. I was 
the first player drafted from 
Indiana in 1973.  

In 1972 my record as a 
pitcher in high school and 
the summer with our state 
championship team was 19 
wins and one loss. 

Ray Lyttle pitched for 
us in the third game against 
the Illinois State Champion 
and again we lost 1-0. He 
pitched a great game as well. 

The city of Noblesville 
came out and supported us 
and followed us all season. 
It was a powerhouse team! 
Yes, Forest Park was the 
place to be in the summer of 
1972 to watch a great base-
ball team. We will forever 
be thankful for everyone 
that helped to make it hap-
pen. Great thanks to the city 
of Noblesville in 1972, you 
helped us make it happen! 
The first state championship 
team in Noblesville baseball 
history! 

You may reach Dr. Terry 
Coomer at drterrycoom-
er19@gmail.com.

Photo provided
The Noblesville American Legion team, coached by Don Dunker, won the 1972 Advanced Babe Ruth 
State Championship. The team earned a spot in a seven-state playoff in Alpena, Mich.
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Thursday, Feb. 2
BOYS BASKETBALL

Carmel at Lawrence North, 7:30 p.m.
Fishers at Westfield, 7:30 p.m.

Franklin Central at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Heights at Frankton, 7:30 p.m.

Herron at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Mount Vernon at Noblesville, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS SWIMMING SECTIONAL PRELIMS
University at West Lafayette, 5:30 p.m.

Guerin Catholic, Noblesville, Westfield at Carmel, 6 p.m.
Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern at Fishers, 6 p.m.

GYMNASTICS
Fishers at Shelbyville (with Franklin Central), 6 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

The REPORTER
In its 38th year of hon-

oring the nation’s best high 
school athletes, Gatorade 
announced on Monday that 
Kole Mathison of Carmel 
High School is the 2022-
23 Gatorade Indiana Boys 
Cross Country Player of the 
Year. Mathison is the sec-
ond Gatorade Indiana Boys 
Cross Country Player of the 
Year to be chosen from Car-
mel High School. 

The award, which recog-
nizes not only outstanding 
athletic excellence, but also 
high standards of academic 
achievement and exempla-
ry character demonstrated 
on and off the field, distin-
guishes Mathison as Indi-
ana’s best high school boys 
cross country player. Now 
a finalist for the prestigious 
Gatorade National Boys 
Cross Country Player of the 
Year award to be announced 
in February, Mathison joins 
an elite alumni association 
of state award-winners, in-
cluding Parker Wolfe (2020-
21, Cherry Creek High 
School, Greenwood Village, 
Colo.), Nico Young (2019-
20, Newbury Park High 
School, Newbury Park, Ca-
lif.), Megan Goethals (2009-
10, Rochester High School, 
Rochester Hills, Mich.) and 
Jordan Hasay (2008-09, 
Mission College Prepara-
tory Catholic High School, 
San Luis Obispo, Calif.). 

The 6-foot-4, 155-pound 
senior raced to victory by a 
commanding 11 seconds at 
the Champs Sports National 
Championships with a time 
of 14:56.60 this past season. 
Mathison also took fourth 
at the Nike Cross Nationals 
to earn All-America hon-
ors at both meets. He broke 
the tape at the IHSAA state 
championships in 15:02.80, 
pacing the Greyhounds to 
the team title. The state’s re-
turning Gatorade Player of 
the Year, he concluded his 
prep cross country career as 
a four-time All-American. 

Mathison has volun-
teered locally for Champi-
ons Together, which pro-
motes servant leadership 
and social inclusion through 
Unified sports pairing spe-
cial needs children with 
non-disabled student-ath-
letes. He has also donated 
his time by fundraising for 
Runway For Riley support-
ing the Riley Children’s 
Hospital and Mt. Carmel, a 
talent show that supports the 
Special Olympics. “Kole 
Mathison proved to be the 
most durable runner in the 
nation come championship 

time, posting the best com-
bination placing — fourth 
at Nike Cross Nationals and 
first at Champs Sports — in 
the two national meets af-
ter enduring a pair of chal-
lenging regional meets to 
qualify,” said PrepCalTrack 
editor Rich Gonzalez. “The 
University of Colorado 
signee also led the Grey-
hounds to the state title.” 

Mathison has main-
tained a weighted 4.13 
grade-point average in the 
classroom. He has signed 
a National Letter of Intent 
to run on scholarship at the 
University of Colorado at 
Boulder this fall. 

The Gatorade Player of 
the Year program annual-
ly recognizes one winner 
in the District of Columbia 
and each of the 50 states that 
sanction high school foot-
ball, girls volleyball, boys 
and girls cross country, boys 
and girls basketball, boys 
and girls soccer, baseball, 
softball, and boys and girls 
track & field, and awards 
one National Player of the 
Year in each sport. 

The selection process is 
administered by the Gato-
rade Player of the Year Se-
lection Committee, which 
leverages experts including 
coaches, scouts, media and 
others as sources to help 
evaluate and determine the 
state winners in each sport. 

Two-time winner Mathi-
son joins recent Gatorade 
Indiana Boys Cross Country 
Players of the Year Izaiah 
Steury (2020-21, Angola 
High School), Gabriel San-
chez (2019-20, Lowell High 
School), and Cole Hocker 
(2018-19, Cathedral High 
School), among the state’s 
list of former award winners. 

Being a Gatorade Player 
of the Year means paying it 
forward for the next gener-
ation. Through Gatorade’s 
Play it Forward initiative, 
every Player of the Year re-
ceives a grant to give to one 
of Gatorade’s social impact 
partners, supporting Gato-
rade’s ambition to fuel the 
future of sport. To date, Gato-
rade Player of the Year win-
ners’ grants have totaled more 
than $3.5 million across more 
than 1,300 organizations.

For nearly 40 years, Gato-
rade has honored high school 
athletes at the top of their 
game as teammates, support-
ing their communities and 
achieving academic success. 
From CEOs and coaches to 
star athletes and community 
leaders, Gatorade Player of 
the Year winners showcase 
the power of sport.

Kent Graham / File photo
Carmel’s Kole Mathison, shown here receiving the 
IHSAA Mental Attitude Award during last fall’s cross 
country state finals, received another award this 
week. Mathison was named the 2022-23 Gatorade 
Indiana Boys Cross Country Player of the Year.

Mathison named 
Cross Country 

Player of the Year
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Thursday, Feb 2, Boys Basketball
6:00 pm Mt Vernon (Fortville) vs Noblesville 
    | Boys Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports
6:00 pm Fishers at Westfield 
    | Boys Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm Mt Vernon (Fortville) vs Noblesville 
    | Boys Varsity | HCTV Sports    | Boys Varsity | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm Fishers at Westfield 
    | Boys Varsity | HCTV Sports

Friday, Feb 3, Girls Basketball
6:00 pm Class 4A Sectional 8 
    | Fishers vs Noblesville | HCTV Sports
7:45 pm Class 4A Sectional 8 
    | Zionsville vs     | Zionsville vs Hamilton Southeastern |HCTV Sports

Saturday, Feb 4, Girls Basketball
7:30 pm Class 4A Sectional 8 
    | Championship | HCTV Sports

Upcoming Broadcasts

Photo provided
The Noblesville Middle School wrestling team finished third at the ISWA Middle School State 
Dual Wrestling Championships, which took place this past weekend at Franklin Community High 
School. The Millers are the first team in Hamilton County to place that high at the middle school 
meet. Kayden Coppage finished the tournament with a 5-0 record, while four more wrestlers had 
4-1 days: Henry Antrobus, Aidan Kincaide, Jackson Nelson and Blake Weimer. Two more wrestlers 
went 3-1: Evan Gordon and Kyle Howard.

Noblesville Middle School 
wrestlers have great showing 
at state dual championship

The REPORTER
Several Hamilton Coun-

ty football players were 
named to the Indiana Foot-
ball Coaches Association’s 
Academic All-State team 
for the 2022-23 school year.

All eight county schools 
are represented on this year’s 
list. Most of the schools are 
in the IFCA’s Region 8, ex-
cept for Hamilton Heights, 
which is in Region 5.

Here is a full list of Ac-
ademic All-State honorees:

Carmel: Mason Bard-

well, Reece Bellin, Ken 
Bruntlett, Cam Carmichael, 
Kyle Fedorcha, Patrick 
Greene, Tim Haas, Will Hel-
dt, Jack Kazmierczak, Blake 
Matthews, Vincent Neal, 
Will Rizzutto, Ben Spon-
sler, Caden Weaver, Cade 
Williams.

Fishers: Jonathan 
Abeny, Jack Buchenberger, 
Carson Dunn, Cavitt Fowl-
er, Chris Godleski, David 
Jacobs, Lucas Minns, Ja-
cob Pearlman, William 
Schnefke, Grant Shelton, 

Grady Stanley, Hunter 
Strole, Aidan Zimmer.

Guerin Catholic: An-
thony Ferrucci, Will Fre-
mion, Evan Guenthner, 
Brendan McIlvenna, Luke 
Moody, Sam Tabor, Patrick 
Wolf, Joe Youngman.

hamilton heights: 
Ogden Aspy, Vincent Har-
ley, Kaleb Murray, Trevor 
Tuma.

hamilton Southeast-
ern: Clayton Allen, Alex 
Boothby, Ty Bradle, Eli 
Brantman, Levi Burke, 

Peyton Daniels, Cole Ear-
lewine, Shane Gastineau, 
Griffen Haas, Teddy John-
son, David Nease, Clayton 
Wilke, Kyle Young.

Noblesville: Jacob Am-
bler, Blake Cole, Ben Deck-
er, Christ Degni, Drew Page.

Sheridan: Peyton Cross, 
Keagan Hampton, Dagan 
Johnson.

Westfield: Cole Ballard, 
Will Byers, Charlie Dager, 
Tyler Dikos, Tom Ewing, 
Dillon Thieneman, Reece 
Weyer.

Football players across Hamilton County make 
Coaches Association’s Academic All-State team
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