
Thank you for your 
patience in holding for 
the rest of the story 
with Chuck flying to 
Tampa. 

After 18 holes of 
golf, Chuck arrived 
at the Indy Airport at 
3:30. He was told his 
flight was delayed by 
an hour. No problem. 
He had his James Pat-
terson book with him as well as a few cross-
word puzzles to keep him busy. 

Meanwhile, in Tampa, I knew I was 
headed toward an arriving storm when I left 
the house at 6:00. I hoped it would not af-
fect Chuck the way it affected me the night 
before. 

As I took the exit from Interstate 75 to 
4 it began to rain. Forget raining cats and 
dogs. I’m talking alligators and miniature 
whales. 

Then this little light decided to appear 
on my dashboard. It’s the one that tells you 
your tires have a problem … the “low tire” 
light. Seriously? I might have uttered the 
four-letter “S” word. You know, the one that 
ends in T. 

I prayed, hoping God had not heard 
what I might have uttered. 

I kept driving. I knew I had not run over 
anything. I neither felt nor heard anything 
like a flat tire. 

I got to the cell lot. I held my breath as I 
hoped my tire would hold its air. 

The large board at the cell lot kept tell-
ing me that Chuck’s flight would be delayed 
… and delayed more … and more. 

The thunder rolled and the lightning 
flashed. The sign went black. 

My phone dinged a text message from 
Chuck. “I’m on the ground … in Orlando. 
Not sure how long it will be. We kept cir-
cling around Tampa until the pilot came 
over the intercom and said we were running 
out of fuel.” 

About 10:00 the board was back up and 
said the arrival of Chuck’s plane would be 
10:30, three hours after his original ETA. 

He made it … safe and very tired. 
He hopped in the driver's seat and said, 

“Did you know the tire light is on?” I gave 
him “the wife” look. 

He did have another story to tell. Seems 
while on the ground in Orlando the people 
standing in the aisles were told to hurry to 
their seats that if they did not take off within 
10 minutes the crew would “time out” and 
they would have to wait for another fresh 
crew to arrive. He never saw people move 
so fast to get to their seats. 
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4-H Extension 
Homemakers 

sponsoring open 
food & craft show

The REPORTER
The Hamilton 

County Exten-
sion Homemak-
ers are sponsor-
ing an open Food 
& Craft Show 
during the 2022 
Hamilton County 4-H Fair at the 
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 
2003 Pleasant St., Noblesville.

The contest is open to any Ham-
ilton County resident or Hamilton 
County Extension Homemaker over 
the age of 18. Entries are submitted for 
closed judging on Saturday, July 16 at 
the 4-H Fairgrounds. Entries will be 
on display Saturday, July 16 through 
Monday, July 18.

Food divisions include breads, 
cakes, cookies, pies, convenience 
foods, preservation and homemade 
candy. Craft divisions include needlec-
raft, quilt and sewing by hand or ma-
chine, creative ideas, painting and 
drawing, scrapbooking, photography 
and craftsman.

To obtain a complete list of guide-
lines, divisions and classes, please stop 
by the Purdue Extension Hamilton 
County Office or call (317) 776-0854. 
entry forms are available online or 
you may register from 8:30 to 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, July 16 at the Hamilton Coun-
ty 4-H Fairgrounds. An entry fee of $2 
per item is payable at time of entry.

18 USC 707

See Food & Crafts . . . Page 2

Let Noble Geeks repair your tech
The REPORTER

If you have ever dropped 
a technical device like your 
phone, iPad or laptop, you 
know the sudden panic you feel 
when you realize you might 
have cracked your screen – or 
worse, caused damage to the 
functionality of the computer. 
Noble Geeks are taking the pan-
ic out of that moment. 

Noble Geeks opened its 
doors in Noblesville in May 
2021. However, Noble Geeks 
owner Nik Roberts has been 
fixing technology devices for 
more than a dozen years. In 
April, the company moved into 
a new location at 935 Maple St., 
Noblesville. 

“Technology is expensive,” 
Roberts said. “Many times 

when technology fails, it can 
be fixed. For instance, we can 
replace a broken screen with Photo provided

Noble Geeks’ owner Nik Roberts repairs and refurbishes 
tech equipment in his downtown Noblesville store.

Noble Geeks in brief
• Opened in May 2021; walk-in 
store at 935 Maple St., Noblesville
• Call ahead with questions: 
(317) 560-0579
• Works on Apple, Samsung, 
OneTouch, Dell, HP, Lenovo and 
other brands
• Offers AKKO Insurance for 
phones and tech devices
• Stocks high quality cases and 
professional tempered-glass 
screens
• One-year warranty on all
refurbished equipment

See Geeks . . . Page 2

Carmel fundraiser will spread awareness 
of pregnancy & postpartum mental health
The REPORTER

This year marks the 10th 
Anniversary of the Climb Out 
of the Darkness program.

Climb Out of the Darkness, 
the world’s largest event rais-
ing awareness of pregnancy and 
postpartum mental health disor-
ders, will hold a regional Climb 
in Carmel next month.

The event is set for 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Aug. 20 at the Uni-
versity Green and Gazebo at the 
Village of WestClay in Carmel.

Women and men who are 
survivors of postpartum de-
pression (PPD), anxiety, OCD, 
bipolar disorder, and psycho-
sis from all over the world will 
come together to celebrate and 
symbolize their collective rise 
out of the darkness. Participants 
will raise funds for the Indiana 
chapter of Postpartum Support 
International (PSI), a nonprofit 

organization and online com-
munity of support resources for 
parents around the world.

Climb events are unique 
from other health walks be-
cause the participating commu-
nities include people who have 
suffered from a mental health 
complication and the doctors, 
therapists, hospital administra-
tors, researchers and other pro-
fessionals walking arm in arm.

The Hamilton County Climb 
Out of the Darkness will in-
clude a perinatal resource fair, 
vendors, free food provided by 
Greek’s Pizzeria of WestClay, 
swag bags, kids activities, a si-
lent auction, and more.

Even though this event will 
be put on by Team Hamilton 
County Climb, all participants 
from the entire Greater Indianap-
olis area are welcome. Attendees 
must register prior to the event 

at bit.ly/CoTdhamCo2022. 
Sponsorships from local busi-
nesses are also being accepted. 
Please contact local Climb Lead-

ers Courtney Ginder or Megan 
Spring at (765) 617-8948 or 

You can support parents in climbing their way out of darkness

Photo provided
Hamilton County Climb Co-leaders Courtney Ginder (left) 
and Megan Spring (right) have once again organized this 
year’s event, which will be held in the Village of WestClay.

See Climb . . . Page 2

Nickel Plate Arts showcasing three artists in July
The REPORTER

This month, Nickel Plate Arts 
focuses on three of its showcase 
artists: Michael Jack on display at 
Four Day Ray Brewing in Fish-
ers, John Dierdorf in the Stephen-
son House on Nickel Plate Arts 
campus, and Marianne Glick in 
the 2nd Floor Gallery at Meyer 
Najem in Fishers.

Michael Jack
Jack’s love of the Palouse re-

gion of Washington state in the 
summer and Maine in the winter 
are just two reasons that his up-
coming Four Day Ray exhibit is 
so aptly titled, “Around the USA.” 

An avid learner who loves to 

GlickdierdorfJackSee Artists . . . Page 3

Travelin’ on
prayers & delays

JANET HART LEONARD
From the Hart

COLUMNIST

See Travelin’ . . . Page 2

Hamilton County Relay for Life 
comes to Westfield this Friday

Photo provided
This year’s Hamilton County Relay for Life starts at 4 p.m. this Friday, July 15 at Grand Park in Westfield.

By STU CLAMPITT
news@readthereporter.com

Relay For Life in Hamilton 
County has a new venue this 
year: Grand Junction Plaza, 225 
S. Union St., Westfield. The 
event will be held on Friday, 
July 15 starting at 4 p.m.

According to Janet Lome, 
the Hamilton County Relays 
have been combined since 2021. 

“Last year, due to COVID, 
was the first year we combined,” 
Lome said. “We had 81 when it 
was held at Blackhawk Winery 
in Sheridan.”

This year she is hoping for 

a much larger turnout as public 
events have been drawing ever 
larger crowds in 2022. 

“We get a lot more people 
to attend day-of than those who 
sign up in advance,” Lome told 
The Reporter. “People can sign 
up on the website. They can 
start a team. They can show up 
the day of. We do ask people 
who have not registered in ad-
vance to fill out a participation 
form the day of the event.”

There is no sign-up fee. 
There will be donations accepted 
at the registration tent and Relay 
volunteers will provide receipts 
for anyone who wants one. 

“The relay starts at 4 p.m.,” 
Lome said. “We have a silent 
auction from 5 to 8:30 p.m. We 
have a group of high school stu-
dents who have been with us 
for years who are going to do 
games and activities. The open-
ing ceremonies are at 6:30 p.m. 
We have the survivor caregiver 
lap at 6:40 p.m. Survivor cele-
bration at 6:45 p.m. and then at 
9:15 p.m. we have our luminaria 
ceremony.” 

Relay for Life is a signature 
event of the American Cancer 
Society. It started in 1985. 

“There are thousands and 
thousands of relays,” Lome said. 

“It’s worldwide. I used to do 
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer because I am a breast 
cancer survivor. I changed to 
Relay because I wanted to do 
something that was for all can-
cers, not just mine.” 

Lome told The Reporter 
Westfield has always been a 
great partner for Relay for Life.  

“The City of Westfield has 
been very gracious to us,” Lome 
said. “We had the event in Grand 
Park on year at the event center. 
They have always been a great 
partner of ours. We are excited 

See Relay . . . Page 2
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tempered glass that won’t 
break as easy as the man-
ufacturer’s screen. We can 
replace batteries, buttons, 
ports, hard drives, etc. If 
you are having connection 
issues or have water dam-
age, why throw away the 
device when it can be fixed? 
If we can’t fix the issue, we 
may be able to recover your 
data and set it all up in a 
new device.”

Another popular ser-

vice offered by the Noble 
Geeks is AKKO Insurance 
for phones. Noble Geeks 
is an Authorized AKKO 
Repair Center. Roberts 
recommends buying in-
surance to cover your most 
expensive technology. Be-
yond insuring your smart-
phone, AKKO allows you 
to insure up to 25 other 
devices on the same plan, 
such as TVs, game con-
soles, Smart Watches, 

computers and more.
Noble Geeks also of-

fers refurbished computers, 
phones and tablets.

“I have a huge heart 
for technology,” Roberts 
said. “This is my passion 
and my personal American 
dream!”

Noble Geeks works on 
more than computers and 
phones. They fix game con-
soles, smart watches, and 
just about anything related 

to tech. They also provided 
a one-year warranty on all 
refurbished equipment.

Their walk-in store on 
Maple Street is busy these 
days.

“The word is getting out 
and people are calling to ask 
if we can fix this or that,” 
Roberts said. “I tell people 
to check with us before they 
throw anything out. We may 
be able to get it in working 
order.”

Geeks
from Page 1

The Hamilton County 
Extension Homemakers 
are made up of nearly 150 
volunteers committed to 
strengthening the homes 
of Hamilton County. The 
mission of the Indiana Ex-
tension Homemakers As-
sociation (IEHA) is “To 
strengthen families through 
continuing education, lead-
ership development, and 
volunteer community sup-
port.” For more informa-
tion about the Extension 
Homemakers or the Purdue 
Extension Service of Ham-
ilton County, visit exten-
sion.purdue.edu/county/
hamilton.

The Hamilton County 
4-H Fair is organized and 

sponsored by the Hamilton 
County 4-H Council, Inc. 
and Purdue Extension Ham-
ilton County.

For more information on 
the 4-H Fair or the Purdue 
Extension Service, call the 
Purdue Extension Hamilton 
County at (317) 776-0854 or 
visit extension.purdue.edu/
county/hamilton. A com-
plete schedule of events can 
be found by clicking the 4-H 
Fair link. More information 
can be found on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter.

Be sure to keep reading 
The Reporter over the com-
ing days for more informa-
tion about all the activities 
going on during this year’s 
4-H Fair.

I’m telling you I can’t 
make up these stories. 

Does anyone want to 
travel with me? Didn’t think 
so. 

Oh, and my rear driv-
er-side tire was low 10 

pounds of air. 
As I write this column 

it’s Saturday and we fly 
home tonight. I just got 
a text saying that … you 
guessed it – our flight is de-
layed.

to be in this new venue. It’s 
a nice area to walk around. 
People can go across the 
bridges. People can walk 
laps if they want. It’s just an 
exciting venue. Relay is tru-
ly a time for gathering and 
a time for celebration and 
remembrance.” 

If you want to get in-

volved, you can show up to 
Grand Junction Plaza, 225 
S. Union St., Westfield, at 
4 p.m. on July 15. You can 
also sign up in advance on-
line at this link, on Face-
book at facebook.com/
rFLhamiltonCountyIN, 
or by calling Janet Lome at 
(317) 431-7448.

Food & Crafts
from Page 1

Travelin’
from Page 1

Relay
from Page 1

(317) 727-3516, or 
cbginder@gmail.com or 
meganwspring@gmail .
com for more information on 
sponsorships that will help 
support the Climb.

“It is an exciting time 
for Climb Out of the Dark-
ness and a growing aware-
ness worldwide of the men-
tal health needs of new and 
expecting parents,” said 
Wendy N. Davis, Execu-
tive Director of Postpar-
tum Support International. 
“Working together, we are 
improving the safety net for 
families around the world. 
This event unifies those 
suffering, survivors, doc-
tors, therapists, in the fight 
against perinatal mental 
health complications. We 
hope you will join us.”

Money raised by the 
Climb will support PSI’s 
goal to provide funds to 
local groups and organi-
zations, provide low-cost 
training in perinatal mood 

disorders for providers in 
underserved areas, train 
law enforcement, and legal 
experts, mentor peer sup-
porters and group leaders, 
and train primary health-
care providers.

To learn more about 
Climb Out of the Darkness, 
visit postpartum.net/join-
us/climbout.

About Postpartum Support 
International

Postpartum Support In-
ternational (PSI), founded in 
1987, is the leading organi-
zation dedicated to helping 
women and families suffer-
ing from perinatal depres-
sion and anxiety disorders. 
PSI provides direct peer sup-
port to families, train profes-

sionals in perinatal mental 
health assessment and treat-
ment, and provide a bridge 
to connect families with 
those specialists. PSI has 
professional and lay mem-
bers in every US State and 
49 other countries. For more 
information, visit postpar-
tum.net, follow on Twitter, 
or like the Facebook page.

Climb
from Page 1

Photo provided

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!
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travel, Jack is continuously 
striving to improve his pho-
tographic skills, which are 
already quite impressive. 
As he refines his craft, he 
finds that upon returning to 
a favorite location, weather 
conditions change, the en-
vironment changes and his 
vision changes.

“As a landscape photog-
rapher, I am inspired by the 
immense variety and beau-
ty of landscapes across the 
U.S.,” he said.

On the walls of Four Day 
Ray, you’ll see photography 
capturing color-rich land-
scapes and cityscapes that 
pull you in to savor the de-
tails. Drop in any day of the 
week to grab a local brew, 
a delicious meal, and enjoy 
Jack’s work now through 
Sept. 29.

You’re invited to meet 
Jack in person at his public 
reception from 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on Monday, July 11 in 
the Brewery at Four Day 
Ray, 11671 Lantern Road, 
Fishers. 

John Dierdorf
Head over to Noblesville 

to check out Dierdorf’s lat-
est exhibit.

Dierdorf first picked 
up a paintbrush in college 
while studying fine arts and 
discovered the limitations of 
realism. He felt restrained.

“If I wanted to take a 
picture, I’d take a picture,” 
he said.

Inspired by Monet, Pis-
sarro, and other Impression-
ists, he began developing his 
own expressions. 

The foundational skills 
Dierdorf developed pro-
pelled him into architec-
ture. Between his career and 
family, he wouldn’t actively 
pursue painting again till 
later in life. And when he 
did, he became both an artist 
and arts advocate. 

His style has recently 
taken a more nuanced tone, 
shifting further from real-
ism. The goal is to provide 
“a two-fold impression” of 
his subject matter. Thin lay-
ers and bright colors give 
the viewer one impression 
while standing back, and 
then another once the view-

er approaches it closer. His 
showcase feels more like a 
garden than a gallery this 
July.

Step into the Stephenson 
House on Nickel Plate Arts 
campus from noon to 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays through Fri-
days and from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on  Saturdays to be en-
veloped in a “Floral Explo-
sion” now through July 30.

You are welcome to 
meet Dierdorf in person at 
his free public reception 
from 5 to 8 p.m. on Friday, 
July 22 on the Nickel Plate 
Arts campus, at 107 S. 8th 
St., Noblesville. 

Marianne Glick
Back over in Fishers, 

Glick is taking her paintings 
beyond the usual materials. 
Her showcase on the 2nd 
Floor Gallery of Meyer Na-
jem displays the “Layers 
and Patterns” she’s been ex-
citedly exploring. 

After retiring in 2005, 
she became an avid art 
buyer through eBay. She 
gravitated towards abstract 
expressionist pieces and 

soon amassed an impres-
sive collection. It was her 
husband who suggested 
she start painting her own 
pieces instead of buying. 
That winter, when the nat-
ural world turned bleak and 
gray, she signed up for her 
first art class. She started 
with watercolor but quickly 
found that acrylic suited her 
vibrant and bustling style 
better. 

This past winter, Glick 
began experimenting with 
different supplies. She 
started painting on wood 
panels instead of canvas 
and sticking layers of col-
lage and other mixed media 
on top. Once dry, an orbit-
al sander thins the collage 
down and creates “rich, 
deep layers.” Her bold ab-
stract expressionist style 
has remained consistent 
with older works. Expect to 
see vivid hues, lively sub-
ject matter, and highly tex-
tured surfaces.

Meet Glick in person at 
her free, public reception 
from 5 to 8 p.m. on Friday, 

July 29 in the Meyer Najem 
building in the 2nd Floor 
Gallery. Her exhibit will be 
on display on the 2nd floor 
at Meyer Najem through the 
end of September and can be 
seen from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays 
at Meyer Najem, at 11787 
Lantern Road, Fishers. 

Details about all these 
exhibits and receptions 
can be found at Nickel 
PlateArts.org/exhibits.

About Nickel Plate Arts
Nickel Plate Arts is an 

umbrella nonprofit organi-
zation that creates and co-
ordinates arts and cultural 
experiences across commu-
nities in eastern Hamilton 
County and the surround-
ing areas to improve the 
quality of life for residents, 
strengthen local economies 
and enrich experiences for 
visitors. Nickel Plate Arts is 
a project of Hamilton Coun-
ty Tourism, Inc. Visit Nick-
el Plate Arts at 107 S. 8th 
St., Noblesville, online at 
nickelplatearts.org, or call 
(317) 452-3690.

Art provided
Nickel Plate Arts will hold three separate receptions during July. You’ll 
be able to see works such as John Dierdorf’s wild red Purple (top left), 
Marianne Glick’s story of O, and Michael Jack’s isolated Farm (above).

Artists
from Page 1

The REPORTER 
The City of Carmel has 

been awarded the Certificate 
of Achievement for Excel-
lence in Finan-
cial Reporting by 
the Government 
Finance Officers 
Association of the 
U.S. and Canada 
for the City’s an-
nual comprehen-
sive financial re-
port for the fiscal 
year ending Dec. 
31, 2020.

In a news release issued 
in June, the Chicago-based 
association said the Certif-
icate of Achievement is the 
highest form of recognition 
in the area of governmental 
accounting and financial re-
porting, and its attainment 
represents a significant ac-
complishment by a govern-
ment and its management.

The report has been 
judged by an impartial panel 
to meet the high standards 
of the program, which in-
cludes demonstrating a 
constructive "spirit of full 
disclosure" to clearly com-
municate its financial story 
and motivate potential users 
and user groups to read the 
report.

“Our City Controller’s 
office, under the leadership 
of Ann Bingman, has been 

working diligently to man-
age finances and accounting 
for multiple budgets and 
many complicated fund-

ing and revenue 
streams,” Mayor 
Jim Brainard said. 
“I congratulate 
Ann and her staff 
for doing this task 
and diligently car-
ing for taxpayers’ 
money, investing 
wisely and keep-
ing our residents 
informed.”

In addition, Mayor 
Brainard expressed his grat-
itude for many others who 
played a part in achieving 
this honor, including the 
Carmel City Council, Exec-
utive Department Directors 
and longtime financial con-
sultant Curt Coonrod and 
his staff, who worked in col-
laboration to ensure excel-
lence in the City’s financial 
reporting.

Bingman, who serves 
as Carmel City Controller, 
said the honor should give 
residents of Carmel a level 
of comfort and assurance 
that the City has a strong 
financial reporting system 
in place, one that passes the 
scrutiny of both an external 
audit and the prestigious 
Certificate of Achievement 
process.

Bingman

Carmel earns award 
for excellence in

financial reporting

Got a question about 
your subscription
to The Reporter?

Call Isaac Taylor
Page Design & Circulation Director

765.585.9519
or email Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com

https://tinyurl.com/yewdtdde
https://nickelplatearts.org/Exhibits
https://nickelplatearts.org/Exhibits
https://nickelplatearts.org/
mailto:subscribe%40readthereporter.com?subject=


4 Opinion & News

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday July 15 
Frank Bradford on keyboard

 Reservations Recommended 

Business Cards

Submitted by 
Rep. Spartz’s Press Office

Congresswoman Victo-
ria Spartz (R-Ind.-05) has 
sent a letter to President 
Biden requesting 
a briefing on over-
sight procedures 
performed relat-
ing to President 
Zelensky's Chief 
of Staff, Andriy 
Yermak.

Based on a 
variety of intel-
ligence, actions 
taken by Mr. 
Yermak in Ukraine and his 
alleged dealings in connec-
tion with Russia, Congress 
needs to obtain this infor-
mation urgently to confirm 
or deny various serious al-
legations. Considering our 
material involvement in this 
conflict, we owe this level 
of rigor and accountability 
to the American people as 
Ukraine urgently needs in-
creased levels and speed of 
security assistance, which 
unfortunately have not been 
prioritized by the Biden Ad-
ministration.

Additionally, Congress-
woman Spartz brought Pres-
ident Biden's attention to the 
fact that Mr. Yermak ap-
pointed Mr. Oleg Tatarov as 
his deputy for law enforce-
ment to combat corruption 

who instead, as well-known 
by President Biden, has been 
delaying the appointment 
of an independent anti-cor-
ruption prosecutor for over 

a year, rendering 
the Specialized 
Anti-Corruption 
Prosecutor’s Of-
fice and the Na-
tional Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau 
(NABU) dys-
functional. Mr. 
Tatarov was un-
der investigation 
by the NABU in 

2020 before his appoint-
ment where his case was 
allegedly inappropriately 
transferred to a regular pros-
ecutor and closed. Mr. Ta-
tarov was also a top police 
official under former Presi-
dent Yanukovych prosecut-
ing Euromaidan protestors.

As President Zelensky 
works very hard to build 
alliances with the west and 
our country, it is our respon-
sibility to inform him if we 
might have any concerns 
with key people around him. 
This is also our obligation to 
the brave Ukrainian soldiers 
and strong Ukrainian people 
fighting this fight for free-
dom and international order 
for us all.

Click here to read the 
redacted letter.

Spartz

Rep. Spartz requests
President Biden to brief

Congress on Andriy Yermak, 
Zelensky’s Chief of Staff

The REPORTER
The Downtown West-

field Association and the 
Westfield Chamber of Com-
merce invite you to attend 
the Wild Wild West Party on 
the Patio from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, July 19 at 
Greek’s Pizzeria, 231 Park 
St., Westfield.

Come and enjoy free 
adult beverages, food, live 
music, and more. This is a 
21-and-over event, so please 
bring your driver's license. 
You must register in ad-
vance to attend. Click here 
to register.
Party Charity Raffle

This month's Party on 
the Patio Charity Raffle 
will support the Heart and 

Soul Free Clinic. Go to 
heartandsoulclinic.org to 
learn more about what the 
clinic does for the Westfield 
community.

Each person who arrives 
will have the opportunity to 
purchase one raffle ticket for 
$1, six raffle tickets for $5, 
or an arm’s length for $20. 
Bring some spending mon-
ey because only cash will be 
accepted on-site.

Raffle tickets will be 
drawn throughout the event 
for gift cards and other 
prizes. The winning ticket 
drawn at 7:15 p.m. will win 
a new 60-inch flatscreen TV. 
You must be present to win 
any of the prizes, including 
the Grand Prize.

Westfield wants you for 
fun at Party on the Patio

With cryp-
tocurrencies so 
much in the news, 
you might be 
wondering if you 
should invest in 
them. But “in-
vest” may not be 
the right word – 
because, in many 
ways, crypto-
currencies, or “crypto” for 
short, are more speculation 
than investment.

But what’s really the dif-
ference between a speculator 
and an investor? Probably 
the main factor is the dif-
fering views of time. A true 
investor is in it for the long 
term, building a portfolio 
that, over many years, can 
eventually provide the fi-
nancial resources to achieve 
important goals, such as a 
comfortable retirement. But 
speculators want to see re-
sults, in the form of big gains, 
right now – and they’re often 
willing to take big risks to 
achieve these outcomes.

There’s also the dif-
ference in knowledge. In-
vestors know that they’re 
buying shares of stock in a 
company that manufactures 

products or pro-
vides services. 
But many spec-
ulators in cryp-
tocurrency don’t 
fully comprehend 
what they’re buy-
ing – because 
crypto just isn’t 
that easy to under-
stand. Cryptocur-

rency is a digital asset, and 
cryptocurrency transactions 
only exist as digital entries 
on a blockchain, with the 
“block” essentially being 
just a collection of informa-
tion, or digital ledgers. But 
even knowing this doesn’t 
necessarily provide a clear 
picture to many of those en-
tering the crypto world.

In addition to time and 
understanding, two other 
elements help define cryp-
tocurrency’s speculative 
nature: volatility and lack of 
regulation.

Volatility
Cryptocurrencies are 

subject to truly astonish-
ing price swings, with big 
gains followed by enormous 
losses – sometimes within a 
matter of hours. What’s be-
hind this type of volatility? 

Actually, several factors are 
involved.

For one thing, the price 
of Bitcoin and other crypto-
currencies depends heavily 
on supply and demand – and 
the demand can skyrock-
et when media outlets and 
crypto “celebrities” tout a 
particular offering. Further-
more, speculators will bet 
on crypto prices moving up 
or down, and these bets can 
trigger a rush on buying and 
selling, again leading to the 
rapid price movements. And 
many purchasers of cryp-
to, especially young peo-
ple, want to see big profits 
quickly, so when they lose 
large amounts, which is 
common, they often simply 
quit the market, contributing 
to the volatility.
Lack of regulation

When you invest in the 
traditional financial mar-
kets, your transactions are 
regulated by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(SEC), and the firms with 
which you invest are typ-
ically overseen by the Fi-
nancial Industry Regulatory 
Authority (FINRA). Other 
agencies are also involved 

in regulating various in-
vestments. These regulating 
bodies work to ensure the 
basic fairness of the finan-
cial markets and to prevent 
and investigate fraud.

But cryptocurrency ex-
changes are essentially un-
regulated, and this lack of 
oversight has contributed 
to the growth of “scam” 
exchanges, crypto market 
manipulation, excessive 
trading fees and other pred-
atory practices. This “Wild 
West” scenario should be of 
concern to anyone putting 
money in crypto.

* * *
The cryptocurrency 

market is still relatively 
new, and it’s certainly possi-
ble that, in the future, crypto 
can become more of an in-
vestment and less of a spec-
ulation. In fact, Congress is 
actively considering ways to 
regulate the cryptocurrency 
market. But for now, caveat 
emptor – “let the buyer be-
ware.”

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC.

COREy SyLvESTER
Cicero Edward Jones

Crypto: investment or speculation?

ReadTheReporter.com

https://www.hamcoturns200.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://deliveryanimals.com/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://tinyurl.com/bdd84msc
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXeeevyVArGFfw7_0CQqN1y1mdzbX11dYS7LvRMccErE_jSA/viewform
http://www.heartandsoulclinic.org/
https://readthereporter.com
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in concert          with nature!

Cool Creek Park, 2000 East 151st Street, Carmel/Westfield
Due to COVID-19 uncertainties, event details may change based on information provided by health officials.

Adults - $5  |  12 & Under - Free
Select Fridays at 7pm | Gates open at 6pm

Tickets & discounts at myhamiltoncountyparks.com

THE NAUTI YACHTYS

JULY 15

C oncert series partners:

Proudly presented by

By

The Train’s A Comin’!
HEY KIDS! Hop aboard our new trackless train
for a fun (and free) ride during this park event!
All children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult.

Thanks to Hamilton County Parks & Ashlin Hadden Insurance

Carmel road construction updates
The REPORTER

Main Street & Old Meridian
This intersection is closed due to utility 

work for private construction on the north 
side of Main Street. The expected date of 
completion is Friday, July 15.

96th Street
96th Street between Westfield Boule-

vard and Maple Drive is closed to thru traf-
fic until July 19 for improvements associ-
ated with the city of Indianapolis and The 
Edge apartment construction project. The 
primary detour route will be 106th Street 
and Keystone Parkway.

For a portion of this closure period, lo-
cal access to Lincoln Boulevard and Maple 
Drive from 96th Street will be completely 
restricted while the intersection is recon-
structed. Access for properties on Maple 
Drive and Lincoln Boulevard will be from 
the north via 99th Street to Maple Drive.

Main Street roundabouts
Main Street continues its closure at 

Richland Avenue and Lexington Boulevard 
for construction of two roundabouts. Access 
to Carmel Christian Church and the educa-
tional buildings on the south side of Main 
Street will be maintained from the east side 
of the project along Main Street with the 
majority of construction completed prior to 

the start of school in August.
1st Avenue NW

The construction east of Sophia Square 

continues at 1st Avenue NW and 1st Street 
NW. There is access to the Sophia Square 
parking garage from West Main Street. This 

traffic pattern will be in place until the com-
pletion of this project, which is estimated 
for July.

Photo illustration provided
The portion of 96th Street highlighted in red will remain closed until July 19.

Fishers road construction updates, week of July 11
The REPORTER
State Road 37 & 146th Street

All left-turn lanes are currently restrict-
ed on SR 37 and on 146th Street with traf-
fic moved to the interior lanes. Thru traffic 
and right turns on SR 37 and 146th Street 
will remain open. Drivers are encouraged to 
seek alternate routes for all left-turn access. 
View an alternate route map here.

Lane restrictions are in place on SR 37 
between 141st Street and Greenfield Ave-
nue through 6 a.m. on Monday, July 11.

State Road 37 & 
131st/135th Streets

135th Street east of SR 37 is currently 
closed as work progresses on the project. This 
closure will be in place until early July. SR 37 
will remain open both northbound and south-
bound and allow right in/right out access at 
131st Street. View the detour map here.

Please drive with caution through these 
areas. To learn more about the State Road 
37 Improvement Project and sign up to re-
ceive text updates, visit 37Thrives.com.

Technology Drive
Northeast Commerce Park)

The inside lane of Technology Drive is 
currently closed to traffic to allow for con-
struction of new pavement in the inside 
lane. One-way traffic will be in place in the 

outside lane as shown here. Access to all 
businesses will be maintained during the 
construction.

Southeastern Parkway & 
Cyntheanne Road

The intersection at Southeastern Park-
way and Cyntheanne Road is currently 
closed for roundabout construction and is 
anticipated to reopen by the end of July. 
View the detour map here. Schoolhouse 7 
Café will remain open for business during 
construction. View how to access their busi-
ness here.

Olio Road
Olio Road between Geist Reservoir and 

Haven Cove Lane, the first road south of 
the Geist Reservoir Bridge, may have daily 
lane restrictions for the reconfiguration and 
installation of access to Geist Waterfront 
Park and the Marina. These lane restrictions 
will occur between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m., Monday through Friday. The estimat-
ed completion date is Aug. 1.

116th Street
The outside eastbound lane of 116th 

Street, just after the Nickel Plate Trail 
bridge, will be restricted between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. through Friday, July 15 for work 
on the FIB building. Arrow boards will be 
in place.

Comcast will have daily lane restric-
tions in place on westbound 116th Street 
between Cameron Drive and Allisonville 
Road and northbound Allisonville Road be-
tween 116th Street to the Kroger signal for 
overhead work. Restrictions will be in place 
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Resurfacing projects
ADA ramp and curb reconstruction has 

started taking place in Charleston Crossing, 
Delaware Point, and Waterford Gardens as 
part of the 2022 Resurfacing Project. Home-
owners will be notified via door hangers 
prior to any curb reconstruction near their 

home. After ADA ramp and curb recon-
struction is completed, those areas will be 
restored with topsoil and seed. It is the re-
sponsibility of the homeowner to water the 
seed for the seed to germinate. Prior to road 
resurfacing, residents will be notified via 
street signage for street parking restrictions.

Development Dashboard
The Fishers Planning & Zoning Depart-

ment has a new Development Dashboard 
where you can view all development proj-
ects that are under construction or in the 
process of being reviewed. Find it on the 
Planning & Zoning homepage here.

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.ffbt.com/cicero
https://tinyurl.com/53yzjhab
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/30626/131st-St-and-SR37-Phase-5-Detour
https://www.37thrives.com/
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/28305/Phase_1_Technology_Drive
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/30511/Southeastern-Pky-and-Cyntheanne-Rd-RAB-Detour
https://www.fishers.in.us/DocumentCenter/View/30512/Southeastern-Pky-and-Cyntheanne-Rd-RAB-Detour_closeup
https://www.fishers.in.us/96/Planning-Zoning
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Despite many economic 

experts’ worst fears early in 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
state and local government 
budgets have proven resil-
ient over the last two years.

With much of the econ-
omy shut down or hobbled 
as a result of the pandemic, 
forecasters initially wor-
ried that states and localities 
would collect substantially 
lower amounts of sales and 
income tax and face major 
budget shortfalls as a result. 
But behind falling unem-
ployment, rising wages and 
strong consumer spending, 
income and sales taxes have 
produced stronger-than-ex-
pected revenues since the 
initial shock of the pandemic.

One factor that has 
helped protect state and es-
pecially local revenues over 
this period is property taxes, 
which are taxes levied on 
real property like land and 
buildings or certain forms of 
personal property. Property 
taxes tend to be more stable 
over time because property 
values are less susceptible 
to economic volatility than 
income and sales tax.

Depending on when 
taxes are assessed, it could 
take years for any significant 
changes in property values 
to become apparent in a gov-
ernment’s tax collections. 
This certainly helped keep 
property tax revenues steady 
during the pandemic – and 
for some communities, col-
lections could potentially 
grow in coming years due 
to the skyrocketing values of 
residential real estate.

Property taxes’ stability 
could help continue to pro-
tect state and local budgets if 
the U.S. is headed toward a 
recession in the near future. 
Across the country, proper-
ty tax collections represent 
16.6 percent of state and 
local general tax revenues, 
which makes it the largest 
form of “own-source” reve-

nue generated by states and 
localities, ahead of individ-
ual income (12.9 percent) 
and general sales taxes (12.5 
percent).

Among all revenue 
sources, property tax trails 
only intergovernmental 
funds (22 percent), which 
comprises funds transferred 
from one government to 
another (most frequent-
ly federal to state or local) 
through grants, loans, and 
other agreements.

However, the overall 
mix of state and local reve-
nue sources looks different 
across the U.S. Each state 
and local government offers 
a unique collection of rev-
enue sources that weights 
income, sales, property, and 
other taxes differently.

For example, nine states 
have no state income tax, 
while five have no state 
sales tax. Others have caps 
on property tax rates or re-
strictions around how prop-
erty valuations are conduct-
ed that limit the amount 
of revenue from property 
taxes. This means that indi-
viduals’ specific tax burdens 
will look different depend-
ing on what state and local 

tax laws are in place where 
they live.

Property tax collections 
across the states show these 
differences in action.

At the low end, only 6.9 
percent of general tax rev-
enue collected in Alabama 
comes from property tax, 
while at the high end, prop-
erty tax is 36.5 percent of 
general tax revenue in New 
Hampshire. New Hamp-
shire stands out in part be-
cause the state has neither 
an income nor a sales tax, so 
many services are funded at 
the local level through prop-
erty taxes. Many of the other 
locations highly dependent 
on property taxes are nearby 
Northeastern states, includ-

ing New Jersey, Maine, and 
Connecticut.

The data used in this 
analysis is from the U.S. 
Census Bureau's 2019 An-
nual Survey of State and 
Local Government Financ-
es. To determine the states 
that collect the most proper-
ty tax revenue, researchers 
at Porch calculated property 
tax revenue as a share of 
total general tax revenue. 
In the event of a tie, the 
state with the greater annu-
al property tax revenue per 
capita was ranked higher.

For more information, a 
detailed methodology, and 
complete results, you can 
find the original report at 
this link.
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TOWN HALL

SUNDAY, JULY 10
Fair Office open 3 to 6 p.m.
Exhibition Center

4 to 6 p.m.: Check-in for 4-H Achievement Resume, 
Arts & Crafts (Fine Arts, General Crafts, Llama 
Craft, Models, Needlecraft), Creative Writing, 
Home Environment, Gift Wrap, Photography, 

Reading, Sewing, Travelogue
**ALL exhibitors will enter Hall A East Doors 

and exit Hall C East Doors.**
Annex Building

4 to 6 p.m.: Check-in for 4-H Aerospace*, 
Child Development, Electric, People In My World, 

Recycling & Scrapbook
*NOte: 4-H Aerospace members MUST pre-enroll for 

Rocket Launch during Aerospace check-in.
**ALL exhibitors will enter East Door and 

exit West Door into 4-H Commons.**
O.V. Winks Building

4 to 6 p.m.: Check-in for 4-H 1/16th Tractor
Notebooks, Beekeeping, Beef Barbecue Posters, 

Bicycle Posters, Chicken Barbecue Posters,
Entomology, Floriculture Posters & Notebooks,
Forestry, Garden Posters, Genealogy, Geology, 

Health, Shooting Sports, Small Engines, Soil & Water 
Conservation, Sportfishing, Strawberry Posters,

Tractor Maintenance Posters, Veterinary Science, 
Weather, Wildflowers, Wildlife, Woodworking,

and ALL Animal Posters (Beef, Cats, Dairy, Dogs, 
Goats, Horse & Pony, Llama, Pocket Pets,

Poultry, Rabbits, Sheep & Swine.)
aLL POsters are CheCKeD iN tODaY 

(except Computer Posters)
**ALL exhibitors will enter 

Breezeway East Door and exit West Doors.**

MONDAY, JULY 11
Fair Office open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Exhibition Center Conference Room
7 p.m.: 4-H Council Meeting

Exhibition Center (Hall A)
8 to 8:30 a.m.: Check-in for 

4-H Computer (ALL LEVELS)
8:30 a.m.: Open Judging (ALL LEVELS) for 4-H 

Computer, Reading, Travelogue, 4-H Achievement 
Resume (Beginner); Closed Judging for 4-H Creative 

Writing (ALL LEVELS)
9 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Achievement Resume 

(Intermediate)
10 a.m. Open Judging for 4-H Achievement Resume 

(Advanced)
**Achievement Resume, Computer,

and Travelogue will be displayed in the
O.V. Winks Building after judging.**

**Creative Writing and Reading will be displayed in 
Exhibition Center Hall C after judging.**
Exhibition Center (Hall B)

8:30 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Sewing
Grades 3 (Wearable & Non-Wearable), 4-H Sewing

Grades 8-12 (Wearable & Non-Wearable)
9:15 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Sewing

Grades 4 & 5 ( Wearable & Non-Wearable)
10 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Sewing

Grades 6 & 7 (Wearable & Non-Wearable)
Exhibition Center (Hall C)

8:30 a.m.: Closed Judging for 4-H Arts &
Crafts – Fine Arts

8:30 a.m.: Open Judging (ALL LEVELS) for
4-H Ceramics, Gift Wrap, Home Environment,

Llama Craft & Needlecraft
Annex Building

8:30 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Electric (Level 1)
9:30 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Electric (Level 2), 

4-H People In My World (ALL LEVELS),
4-H Recycling (ALL LEVELS)

10:30 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Electric (Level 3)
11 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Electric (Level 4 & 5)

1 p.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Aerospace,
Child Development, Scrapbook (ALL LEVELS)

O.V. Winks Building
8:30 a.m.: Closed Judging for 4-H 1/16th Tractor 

Notebooks, Animal Posters, Beekeeping,
Bicycle Posters, Entomology, Forestry, Genealogy,

Geology, Shooting Sports, Soil & Water Conservation,
Sportfishing, Tractor Maintenance Posters,

Veterinary Science, Weather, Wildflowers, Wildlife
O.V. Winks Building, West Entrance

8:30 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Small Engines
Llama Barn & Show Arena

3:30 p.m.: Check-in for 4-H Dog Obedience
4 p.m.: 4-H Dog Obedience Contest

TUESDAY, JULY 12
Fair Office open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Exhibition Center (Hall A)
4-H Photography projects will be moved to
the O.V. Winks Building following judging.

8:30 a.m.: Open Judging for 
4-H Photography (Beginner)

10:30 a.m.: Open Judging for 
4-H Photography (Intermediate)

1 p.m.: Open Judging for 
4-H Photography (Advanced)

Exhibition Center (Hall B)
8 to 8:30 a.m.: Check-in for 

4-H Collections (Intermediate & Advanced)
8:30 to 10:30 a.m.: Open Judging for 

4-H Collections (Intermediate & Advanced)
10:30 to 11 a.m.: Check-in for 

4-H Collections (Beginner)
11 a.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Collections (Beginner)

2 to 2:30 p.m.: Check-in for 4-H Construction Sets 
(Intermediate & Advanced)

2:30 to 4 p.m.: Open Judging for 4-H Constructions 
Sets (Intermediate & Advanced)

4 to 4:30 p.m.: Check-in for 
4-H Construction Sets (Beginner)

4:30 p.m.: Open Judging for 
4-H Construction Sets (Beginner)

Exhibition Center (Hall C)
8:30 a.m.: Closed Judging for 

4-H Arts & Crafts – General Crafts
8:30 a.m.: Open Judging for 
4-H Arts & Crafts – Models
O.V. Winks Building

8:30 a.m.: Closed Judging for 4-H Health; 
Open Judging for 4-H Woodworking (Levels 1 & 2)

1 p.m.: Open Judging for 
4-H Woodworking (Levels 3 & 4)

Llama Barn
6 p.m.: 4-H Llama Barn setup

Hamilton County 
4-H Fair Schedule
Sunday, July 10 – Tuesday, July 12

How Indiana’s property taxes 
compare across United States

Graphic provided

Breakdown of Indiana’s Property Tax Data
The analysis found that 12.3 percent of the general tax revenue 
collected in Indiana comes from property taxes. Here is a summary 
of the data for Indiana:
• Property tax as a share of total general tax revenue: 12.3 percent
• Annual property tax revenue (per capita): $1,139
• Annual property tax revenue (total): $7,666,490,000
• Annual general tax revenue (total): $62,345,742,000
For reference, here are the statistics for the entire United States:
• Property tax as a share of total general tax revenue: 16.6 percent
• Annual property tax revenue (per capita): $1,758
• Annual property tax revenue (total): $577,007,937,000
• Annual general tax revenue (total): $3,468,043,700,000

The REPORTER
Here are the new library 

items lists for the week of 
July 4:
New Adult Fiction Books 

1. Blotto, Twinks and the 
suspicious guests, by Simon 
Brett 

2. A narrow door, by Jo-
anne Harris 

3. Horse, by Geraldine 
Brooks 

4. Edgewater Road, by 
Shelley Shepard Gray 

5. Sea glass cottage: 
a Hope Harbor novel, by 
Irene Hannon 

6. Hideout, by Louisa 
Luna 

7. Tom Clancy. Zero 
hour, by Don Bentley 

8. Angels of the Pacific: 
a novel of World War II, by 
Elise Hooper 

9. Nobody but us, by 
Laure Van Rensburg 

10. The Omega Factor, 
by Steve Berry 

New Adult 
Nonfiction Books 

1. Fodor’s best road trips 
in the USA, by Kristy Alpert 

2. Fabulous modern 
cookies: lessons in better 
baking for next-generation 
treats, by Christopher A. 
Taylor 

3. Go gently: actionable 
steps to nurture yourself 
and the planet, by Bonnie 
Wright 

4. Davos man: how the 
billionaire devoured the 
world, by Peter S. Goodman 

5. Secrets of the sprak-
kar: Iceland’s extraordinary 
women and how they are 
changing the world, by Eli-
za Reid 

6. I’ll be there (but I’ll 
be wearing sweatpants): 
finding unfiltered, real-life 

friendships in this crazy, 
chaotic world, by Amy 
Weatherly 

7. 15-minute vegan 
meals: 60 delicious recipes 
for fast & easy plant-based 
eats, by Janet Gronnow 

8. The simple comforts 
step-by-step Instant Pot 
cookbook, by Jeffrey Eisner 

9. Conversation with 
people who hate me: 12 
things I learned from talking 
to Internet strangers, by 
Dylan Marron 

10. Riverman: an Amer-
ican odyssey, by Ben Mc-
Grath 

New DVDs 
1. Advice to love by 
2. Agatha Raisin. Series 

four 
3. The gulf: Season 2 
4. Gold 
5. The wedding veil 
6. Ray Donovan: the 

movie 
7. When call the heart. 

Complete season 5 
8. Happy hour 
9. Get Carter 
10. Con Air 

New Music CDs 
1. Healer, by Casting 

Crowns 
2. NOW that’s what I 

call pride, by George Mi-
chael 

3. BeforeAfter, by Daryl 
Hall 

4. Blue in the sky, by 
Dustin Lynch 

5. Keys, by Alicia Keys 
6. Richer than I ever 

been, by Rick Ross 
7. The dreaming, by 

Monsta X 
8. An evening with Silk 

Sonic, by Silk Sonic 
9. Evergreen, by Penta-

tonix 
10. Pelago, by Ryan Hurd

New at Hamilton East Public Library

https://porch.com/advice/states-that-collect-most-property-tax-revenue
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/town-hall-featuring-in-attorney-general-todd-rokita-tickets-373799974787


Generations 
upon generations 
have defined 
travel, inventing 
and reinventing 
trends, top des-
tinations, attrac-
tions and much 
more. From the 
classic family trip 
to solo travel and 
international travelers to 
road trip enthusiasts, we’ve 
seen just how peoples’ knack 
for adventure has evolved in 
more ways than one.

Internally, we’ve also 
been witness to the trans-
formations that have taken 
place for travel insurance 
providers. This is large-
ly thanks to technological 
growth felt throughout the 
world as well as the diversi-
fication of product offerings 
and a greater emphasis on 
consumer awareness. Con-
sidering the travel insurance 
market grew from $1.3 bil-
lion in consumer spending in 
2006 to $3.8 billion in 2019, 
the general expectation 
throughout the industry was 
that this growth would con-
tinue on a similar trajectory.

Little did we know, at 
that time, the implications 
of the upcoming pandemic 
would both challenge and 
promote growth.

As I reflect over these 
innumerable changes, I am 
even more motivated to 
consider a number of “what 
ifs” that can or could have 
disrupted the travel industry 
as we know it. There were 
a number of questions that 
I’ve asked myself; however, 
I find that four key scenarios 
remain top of mind as their 
resulting impact would be 
particularly influential on 
the travel industry.

What if the pandemic 
had not occurred?

This “what if” is incred-
ibly weighted as the pan-
demic affected the world 
in many negative ways. In 
terms of the state of travel, 
the entire industry was halt-
ed, and consumers and ven-
dors alike found themselves 
in varying financial states. 
Consumers lost quite a bit of 
money that they had invest-
ed into their travel plans due 
to the pandemic.

While the possibility 
of disruptions has always 
existed and impacted some 
travelers, many had never 
anticipated that cancella-
tions, changes and inter-
ruptions would affect them. 
Now, travelers are finding 
themselves in the position 
of having to consider “What 
happens if I get sick or in-
jured when I travel?” and 
recognize the potential dan-
gers of being in that situa-
tion without the proper cov-
erage. There was a portion 
of travelers that didn’t even 
realize that travel medical 
coverage existed; howev-
er, the pandemic generated 
greater consumer awareness 
and, in particular, a stronger 
awareness that domestic 
health insurance may not 

provide the cover-
age they need.

Over the last 
two years, I’ve 
interacted with a 
number of people 
who have come 
to me for guid-
ance on their next 
trip because they 
had never pur-

chased or even considered 
purchasing travel insurance 
in the past. These interac-
tions have ranged from my 
friends, extended family and 
even one of my daughter’s 
teachers. Individuals who 
have lived and interacted 
with an executive in this 
industry for years are now 
finally recognizing the need 
for this coverage.

Had the pandemic not 
occurred, it is very unlikely 
that this increase in consum-
er awareness would have 
been possible to achieve in 
such a short period of time.

On the flip side, what if 
something similar and/or 
unforeseen occurs again?

While the pandemic 
seems to be far from over 
with new cases and influx-
es being reported regular-
ly around the world, it is 
important to consider how 
the industry would react 
to a new, similar situation. 
COVID-19 was impres-
sionable on every gener-
ation, particularly for the 
younger generations that are 
just getting a taste of travel. 
Travel tips and suggestions 
that are currently standard to 
the industry will likely stick 
with them for years to come.

In Seven Corners’ case, 
we saw the largest increase 
in Baby Boomer and Mil-
lennial purchases driven 
mainly by their desire for 
travel medical insurance and 
coverage for interruptions or 
cancellations. I foresee the 
future of travel to be widely 
influenced by cost conscious 
consumers that are looking 
to protect their investment, 
no matter the duration of the 
trip.

As it relates to com-
pany operations, the pan-
demic forced organizations 
throughout the industry to 
build in stronger prepared-
ness and crisis response 
plans. We’ve dealt with 
the initial panic and con-
fusion surrounding drastic 
change; therefore, our fu-
ture response to adversity 
will come from the lessons 
we’ve learned through this 
experience.
What if we’re on the cusp 

of a recession? 
Inflation greatly im-

pacts travel insurers, which 
creates a domino effect 
throughout organizations 
as well as impacts the con-
sumer. Trip protection prod-
ucts are priced based on trip 
costs; therefore, as trip costs 
go up, so does the cost of in-
surance for consumers.

Additionally, insurance 
providers would likely need 
to increase compensation for 
resources across their com-

pany from sales to claims to 
customer service, which in 
turn would increase rates. 
This dips into all industries 
that are connected to travel. 
For example, the hospital 
and medical providers that 
provide services to those 
insured will now cost more, 
driving up claims cost and 
resulting in rate changes.

No company is immune 
to the impacts of global in-
flation, and it is certainly 
something that the travel 
industry is concerned about. 
This is one of the many rea-
sons why companies like 
Seven Corners are focused 
on improving processes 
and incorporating greater 
technological reliance as it 
promotes efficiency and can 
help offset some of the costs 
associated with travel.

For now, we’re moni-
toring the macroeconomic 
trends closely and develop-

ing long-term forecasts for 
sales.

What if we fully bridged 
the gap between the 

consumer and the travel 
insurance provider? 
Organizations need to 

implement a wide range 
of improvements as they 
prioritize their relationship 
with customers. Increased 
flexibility, expansion of 
“non-insurance services” 
and modifications to travel 
insurance products are just 
the beginning.

More travelers are pur-
chasing insurance now, and 
insurers need to compensate 
for that increase by investing 
in technology and support 
teams to drive the best cus-
tomer experience following 
each sale. Closing the gap 
and prioritizing customer 
relationships means placing 
more focus on educating 
consumers on offerings and 

simplifying policy language 
to make them much more 
consumer friendly.

The movement of pa-
per throughout the claims 
process also needs to be ad-
dressed as the complex jar-
gon and excessive number 
of forms result in customer 
complaints that must be han-
dled through time-consum-
ing human interaction. Im-
proving the claims process 
will provide a more positive 
experience and maintain a 
loyal customer base you’ve 
worked so hard to build.

For Seven Corners, in-
vestments in additional 
support staff for claims and 
customer service was a giv-
en. We’ve made significant 
investments into technology 
that encourages multi-chan-
nel communication with our 
customers. This includes 
our well-rounded mobile 
app, SMS/Text, WhatsApp 

and Sven, our chatbot for 
24/7 policy questions and 
assistance.

While these are just a 
few of the many internal and 
external changes we have 
incorporated, I am in the 
unique position of operating 
on a forward-looking men-
tality and searching for ca-
pabilities that will add to the 
travel experience. With each 
new trend or obstacle that 
comes our way, our main 
focus will remain the same - 
meeting the customer where 
they are and giving them the 
best possible service.

In 2018 Jeremy Murch-
land joined Seven Corners 
as vice president of sales 
and was appointed presi-
dent in January 2020. In 
this position, he is responsi-
ble for leading the execution 
of Seven Corners’ strategic 
plan and managing day-to-
day business operations.
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The REPORTER
This week in Indiana’s 

history …
1923 – Jazz legend Jel-

ly Roll Morton performed 
in a recording session at the 
Gennett Studios in Rich-
mond, Ind. The company 
made some of the earliest 
records of Morton, Hoagy 
Carmichael, Louis Arm-
strong, and Duke Ellington. 

1935 – The first acad-
emy for Indiana State Po-
lice Troopers began at the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds 
in Indianapolis. The appli-
cants were given physicals, 

underwent a character ex-
amination, took a written 
exam, and were personally 
interviewed by the superin-
tendent and members of the 
State Police Board. Recruits 
were housed at the fair-
grounds horse barn and their 

training lasted five weeks.
1945 – The USS India-

napolis left San Francisco 
just after dawn with a secret 
cargo that included parts to 
be used in the atomic bombs 
that would be dropped on 
Japan. On its return voyage, 
the ship was torpedoed by a 
Japanese submarine, result-
ing in the deaths of 880 men. 

1946 – Indiana colleges 
and universities prepared 
for a large influx of new 
students as veterans, home 
from World War II, took ad-
vantage of the GI Bill. En-
rollments were 70 percent 
higher than pre-war peaks. 
School officials said that 

preferences were being giv-
en to Hoosiers and that most 
out-of-state applicants could 
not be accepted.

1959 – Fifteen-year-old 
Becky Collins, a swim-
mer at Broad Ripple High 
School in Indianapolis, be-
came the youngest athlete to 
be featured on the cover of 
Sports Illustrated.  She was 
an award-winner and part 
of the United States team 
that set a world record at the 
1959 Pan American Games. 
Her swim team had its home 
base at the local Riviera 
Club.

1979 – Breaking Away 
was released to theaters. 
Filmed almost entirely in 
Bloomington, the movie is 
a coming-of age comedy/
drama about young men 
growing up in a college 
town where their parents 
work at the limestone quar-
ry. The American Film Insti-
tute calls it one of the most 
inspiring movies of all time.

8 News

Today’s BiBle Reading
And what more shall I say? I do not have 

time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson 
and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and 
the prophets, who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what 
was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 
quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the 
edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned 
to strength; and who became powerful in battle 
and routed foreign armies. Women received 
back their dead, raised to life again. There 
were others who were tortured, refusing to be 
released so that they might gain an even better 
resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and 
even chains and imprisonment. They were put to 
death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they 
were killed by the sword. They went about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted 
and mistreated—the world was not worthy of 
them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 
living in caves and in holes in the ground.

These were all commended for their faith, yet 
none of them received what had been promised, 
since God had planned something better for 
us so that only together with us would they be 
made perfect.

Hebrews 11:32-40 (NIV)
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dani.robinson@talktotucker.com
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TALK TO DANI TO 
GET ANSWERS TO 

ALL YOUR REAL 
ESTATE QUESTIONS

REALTORS

•  What’s the market value of my home?
•  What is my process for buying a home?
•  Who should I call for home repairs/

remodeling?
•  How do I learn about building a new 

home?
•  Who should I call to refinance my home?
•  Who should I call when I have someone 

who wants to buy my home?
•  What is the real estate market doing in 

my neighborhood?
•  How do I learn about investing in 

property?
•  What are the pros and cons of owning  

a rental property?

REAL ESTATE
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Sports Editor Richie HallHamilton County

Sports
Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield, sheridaN, hamiltoN heights, fishers, UNiversity, gUeriN CatholiC, hamiltoN soUtheasterN

Sports@ReadTheReporter.com 
Twitter: @Richie_Hall

The REPORTER
It looks as if 2022 will 

be the year of conference 
consistency when it comes 
to Hamilton County football 
schedules.

All eight of the county’s 
football-playing schools 
have their schedules up and 
ready to go on the venera-
ble John Harrell’s Indiana 
High School Football web-
site. While there are a few 
changes in the schedules of 
five of the schools, none of 
them involve conference 
opponents. 

The four Hoosier Cross-
roads Conference schools 
have the same league sched-
ule as last season, as does 
Hamilton Heights in the 
Hoosier Conference East 
Division. Guerin Catholic’s 
schedule in the Circle City 
Conference is the same, as 
is Sheridan’s in the Hoosier 
Heartland Conference.

Carmel is no longer 
playing in the Metropol-
itan Conference, but it is 
still playing each of the six 
remaining MIC teams this 
season, and at the same 
spots on the schedule as the 
previous season. The Grey-
hounds still have the other 
former MIC team, Center 
Grove on their schedule, but 
their game with the Trojans 
has been moved up to Week 
2 from Week 3. 

Center Grove replaces 
Detroit King, who Carmel 
played in Week 2 last year. 
The Greyhounds host an-
other Detroit school, Cass 
Tech, in Week 3 this season. 
Carmel opens its season by 
hosting another out-of-state 

team, Louisville Trinity.
OUT OF THEIR 

LEAGUE
Four other coun-

ty schools have schedule 
changes, but they all involve 
non-league games. Hamil-
ton Heights and Westfield 
have made the most ad-
justments, replacing two 
non-conference games 
during the first two weeks of 
the season.

The Huskies will play 
both of their first two games 
on the road, traveling to La-
pel for Week 1 and to North 
Montgomery for Week 2. 
Those contests respectively 
replace Monroe Central and 
Bluffton.

Meanwhile, the Sham-
rocks travel to New Pales-
tine for their opener, then 
welcome Lawrence Central 
to Riverview Health Sta-
dium for Week 2. Those 
games replace Cathedral 
and Harrison.

Noblesville will have 
new Week 2 opponent. The 
Millers have replaced Terre 
Haute North with a road 
game at Benet Academy in 
Lisle, Ill., which is located in 
the western Chicago suburbs. 

Sheridan also has a long 
road trip to face a new op-
ponent, this time in Week 7. 
The Blackhawks replaced 
Seeger with North Central 
Farmersburg, which is south 
of Terre Haute.

Fishers, Guerin Catholic 
and Hamilton Southeastern 
will have the same sched-
ules as last season.

A list of schedules ap-
pears at rigth.

Hamilton County High School Football Schedules
CARMEL

Aug. 19: Louisville Trinity
Aug. 26: at Center Grove
Sept. 2: Detroit Cass Tech

Sept. 9: Pike
Sept. 16: at Lawrence North
Sept. 23: at North Central

Sept. 30: Ben Davis
Oct. 7: at Warren Central
Oct. 14: Lawrence Central

FISHERS
Aug. 19: at North Central

Aug. 26: Pike
Sept. 2: Noblesville

Sept. 9: at Hamilton Southeastern
Sept. 16: Brownsburg

Sept. 23: at Avon
Sept. 30: at Franklin Central

Oct. 7: Westfield
Oct. 14: at Zionsville

GUERIN CATHOLIC
Aug. 19: McCutcheon

Aug. 26: at Lafayette Central Catholic
Sept. 2: Heritage Christian

Sept. 9: Brebeuf Jesuit
Sept. 16: at Roncalli

Sept. 23: at Bishop Chatard
Sept. 30: Northview, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 7: at East Central
Oct. 14: Culver Academies

HAMILTON HEIGHTS
Aug. 19: at Lapel

Aug. 26: at North Montgomery
Sept. 2: Rensselaer Central, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 9: at Northwestern
Sept. 16: Western

Sept. 23: at Twin Lakes, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 30: Tipton

Oct. 7: at Lewis Cass
Oct. 14: Hoosier Conference playoff game

HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN
Aug. 19: at Lawrence Central

Aug. 26: North Central
Sept. 2: at Avon
Sept. 9: Fishers

Sept. 16: at Westfield
Sept. 23: Zionsville

Sept. 30: at Noblesville
Oct. 7: at Franklin Central

Oct. 14: Brownsburg

NOBLESVILLE 
Aug. 19: Mount Vernon

Aug. 26: at Benet Academy (Ill.)
Sept. 2: at Fishers
Sept. 9: Westfield

Sept. 16: at Zionsville
Sept. 23: Franklin Central

Sept. 30: Hamilton Southeastern
Oct. 7: at Brownsburg

Oct. 14: Avon

SHERIDAN 
Aug. 19: Western Boone

Aug. 26: at Clinton Central
Sept. 2: Tri-Central
Sept. 9: at Delphi

Sept. 16: at Clinton Prairie
Sept. 23: Taylor

Sept. 30: at North Central Farmersburg, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 7: Eastern

Oct. 14: at Carroll

WESTFIELD 
Aug. 19: at New Palestine
Aug. 26: Lawrence Central

Sept. 2: Zionsville
Sept. 9: at Noblesville

Sept. 16: Hamilton Southeastern
Sept. 23: at Brownsburg

Sept. 30: Avon
Oct. 7: at Fishers

Oct. 14: Franklin Central

Kirk Green / File photo
The Westfield football team, state runner-up in Class 6A for two consecutive years, will see different early-season opponents in the 2022 season. The 
Shamrocks open at New Palestine, then host Lawrence Central before diving into their Hoosier Crossroads Conference schedule. Pictured are 2021 
Westfield senior football players Dalen Blanding, Magwire Graybill, Maximus Webster and Will Strahm.

Fall football match-ups revealed

Thanks for reading!

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.carmellions.org/
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MLB standings
Saturday’s games

Boston 6, N.Y. Yankees 5
San Francisco 3, San Diego 1

Pittsburgh 4, Milwaukee 3
N.Y. Mets 5, Miami 4

Atlanta 4, Washington 3
Cincinnati 5, Tampa Bay 4

Cleveland 13, Kansas City 1
Arizona 9, Colorado 2

Oakland 3, Houston 2
Texas 9, Minnesota 7

Baltimore 1, L.A. Angels 0
Philadelphia 1, St. Louis 0

Chicago White Sox 8, Detroit 0
Late games

Toronto at Seattle
Chicago Cubs at L.A. Dodgers

American League
East W L PCT. GB
N.Y. Yankees 61 23 0.726 -
Boston 45 38 0.536 16.0
Tampa Bay 45 39 0.536 16.0
Toronto 45 40 0.529 16.5
Baltimore 42 44 0.488 20.0
Central W L PCT. GB
Minnesota 47 40 0.540 -
Cleveland 41 41 0.500 3.5
Chicago White Sox 40 43 0.482 5.0
Detroit 36 48 0.429 9.5
Kansas City 31 52 0.373 14.0
West W L PCT. GB
Houston 55 29 0.655 -
Seattle 43 42 0.506 12.5
Texas 39 43 0.476 15.0
L.A. Angels 38 48 0.442 18.0
Oakland 29 57 0.337 27.0

National League
East W L PCT. GB
N.Y. Mets 53 32 0.624 -
Atlanta 51 35 0.593 2.5
Philadelphia 46 39 0.541 7.0
Miami 40 43 0.482 12.0
Washington 30 57 0.345 24.0
Central W L PCT. GB
Milwaukee 48 38 0.558 -
St. Louis 45 42 0.517 3.5
Pittsburgh 35 50 0.412 12.5
Chicago Cubs 34 50 0.405 13.0
Cincinnati 31 54 0.365 16.5
West W L PCT. GB
L.A. Dodgers 54 29 0.651 -
San Diego 49 36 0.576 6.0
San Francisco 41 41 0.500 12.5
Arizona 38 47 0.447 17.0
Colorado 37 48 0.435 18.-0

WNBA 
standings

No Saturday games

Team W L PCT. GB
Chicago  16 6 0.727 -
Las Vegas 15 7 0.682 1.0
Seattle 15 8 0.652 1.5
Connecticut 14 8 0.636 2.0
Washington 14 10 0.583 3.0
Atlanta 10 12 0.455 6.0
Los Angeles 10 12 0.455 6.0
Dallas 10 12 0.455 6.0
Phoenix 10 14 0.417 7.0
New York 9 13 0.409 7.0
Minnesota 8 15 0.348 8.5
Indiana 5 19 0.208 12.0

FIRST TEAM
Name School Grade
Aydrian Caldwell Carmel Junior
Kai Connor Westfield Senior
Bennett Dubois HSE Senior
Desmond Duffy Carmel Senior
Alec Foster Fishers Senior
Gregory Gottlieb Carmel Senior
Manraj Grewal HSE Senior
Michael Griffith HSE Sophomore
Matthew Kim Fishers Sophomore
Andrew Knight HSE Senior
Kole Mathison Carmel Junior
Christian Peterson Carmel Sophomore
Ian Ross HSE Sophomore
Nolan Satterfield HSE Senior
Dawson Scally Fishers Senior
Charlie Schuman Carmel Senior
Grant Shelton Fishers Junior
Colin Simons Fishers Senior
Keefer Soehngen Fishers Senior
Joseph Syrus Fishers Sophomore
Tyler Tarter Fishers Sophomore
Makell Wiggins Fishers Sophomore
Bryce Williams Fishers Senior
Colin Wilson Hamilton Heights Junior
Jaylen Zachery Carmel Junior

SECOND TEAM
Name School Grade
Mason Alexander HSE Freshman
Noah Anderson HSE Freshman
Josh Barnett Westfield Senior
Thomas Biltimier Carmel Sophomore
Nosh Bushong Noblesville Senior
Jackson Constantine HSE Senior
Jaylon Cooper HSE Junior
Kobe Dade HSE Senior
Ethan Falconer HSE Junior
Josh Forbes Fishers Senior
Will Gerig HSE Senior
Jack Greer HSE Senior
Drew Grogan Carmel Sophomore
Connor Heagy Carmel Senior
Colin Lakomek Westfield Junior
Charlie Leedke Carmel Junior
Tate Meaux Fishers Junior
Peyton McQuinn Hamilton Heights Sophomore
Christian Miller HSE Junior
Alec Moor Noblesville Sophomore
Joel Mumaw Noblesville Senior
James Philpott Carmel Senior
Asher Propst Noblesville Junior
Nolan Ring Carmel Senior
Lamine Sall HSE Junior
Luke Shinneman Noblesville Senior
Jack Strong Noblesville Freshman
Dylan Walker Westfield Junior

Hamilton County Reporter All-County 
Boys Track & Field Teams 2022

Athlete of the Year:
Kole Mathison, Carmel

Kent Graham / File photo
Carmel junior Kole Mathison is this year’s 
Hamilton County Reporter Boys Track Athlete 
of the Year. Mathison had another dominant 
season, culminating in state championships in 
the 1600 and 3200 run after winning sectional 
and regional titles in both events.

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

http://wandalyons.com
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https://www.hctv1.com/
http://paulpoteet.com

