
By STEVE MARTIN
Sheridan Historical Society

Sheridan Main Street’s First 
Friday for July is tonight, and the 
Sheridan Historical Society has 
unique events ready for those 
who want to stop by to look.

Just inside our door is a 
post card display put together 
by Society member Donna Jes-
sup. She has collected a series 
of postcards which are pictures 
of Sheridan scenes from years 
past. They are remarkably inter-
esting if you want to see what 
our community looked like in 
the past. 

Also available will be a 
demonstration of loom weaving 
by Dort and Pokie Pickett. The 
Society originally purchased the 
loom from the Picketts; they pe-
riodically come by and teach us 

a thing or two about the weav-
ing craft. If you are interested 
in seeing how a loom works, 
please stop in during our First 
Friday open hours.

And while you are here to 
see what weaving is about, take 
a few moments to visit the Larry 
Hobbs Basketball Era exhibit. 
John Holmes was one of Coach 
Hobbs’ boys back in the 1950s, 
and he will be the acting docent 
for the basketball display. John 
is full of information about the 
exhibit and will be glad to an-
swer your questions.

So, we are planning a busy, 
educational, fun filled First Fri-
day evening from 5 to 9 p.m. at 
the Museum, located at 315 S. 
Main St., Sheridan. We have 
postcards, weaving, and basket-
ball for sure, but we also have 
Bud Wright football stuff, Civil 

War stuff, and loads of pictures 
– a little of everything.

I hope you can join us Friday 
evening and enjoy our beautiful 
exterior Fourth of July decora-

tions. And we will be open on 
Monday, too, from 10 a.m. for 
the parade, so bring your lawn 
chairs and enjoy the view from 
beneath our marque.
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TodAy’S WeATher
Today: Partly sunny. Humidity

returns. Spotty afternoon
showers and storms.
Tonight: Scattered
showers and storms.

Wondering about 
my own heritage

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNISTTurns out, John and 
I did not need to con-
sider adoption after all. 
God had other plans.

A month after at-
tending the pre-adop-
tion class, I took a preg-
nancy test on a whim. I 
fell to my knees at the 
result. Boom! Preg-
nant. We told all our 
relatives over Easter 
weekend that we were changing our minds 
about adopting – because we were finally 
having a baby of our own.

I'm sure any parent-to-be thinks many of 
the same thoughts I did. We weren't going 
to find out the gender of the baby ahead of 
time, so I always wondered if it was going 
to be a boy or a girl. And I also wondered 
what they would look like. This is when I 
reflected again on my life as an adoptee. 
Would some trait buried deep within my 
genes show up in our firstborn? Traits that 
I had no clue about?

Growing up, friends would often try to 
guess my heritage. One guy swore up-and-
down that I was Polish due to my facial 
structure and my nose. I would discover 
years later that he was completely wrong.

My future baby would know all about 
their heritage from their father's side. But 
they wouldn't know the heritage from my 
side. And there would never be any medi-
cal history from that side. That bothered me 
enough for myself, but it really started to 
get to me when I thought about my baby's 
future. I was used to skipping the pages at 
various medical offices regarding family 
history. But there would always be that gap 
in my future children's medical history. I 
didn't like that one bit.

Fishers feels the purple rain
By STU CLAMPITT
news@readthereporter.com

Several Democratic and Lib-
ertarian candidates attended part 
of the Indiana Democratic Party’s 
2022 Town Hall Series on Tues-
day at the Fishers branch of the 
Hamilton East Public Library, 5 
Municipal Drive. With over 150 
people in attendance, it was a 
room packed with local citizens 
who wanted to hear and speak 
with candidates for U.S. Senate, 
U.S. House, Indiana Secretary of 
State, and the state legislature. 

Democrats who organized 
this event told The Reporter 
they extended the invitation to 
both Libertarians and Repub-
licans, and said the GOP de-
clined to attend.

Candidates in attendance in-
cluded:

• Tom McDermott (D, U.S. 
Senate)

• James Sceniak (L, U.S. 
Senate)

• Destiny Wells (D, Ind. Sec-
retary of State)

• Jeff Maurer (L, Ind. Secre-
tary of State)

• Jeannine Lee Lake (D, 

U.S. House District 5)
• Victoria Garcia Wilburn 

(D, Ind. House District 32)
• Jocelyn Vare (D, Ind. Sen-

ate District 31)
There was no set theme for the 

town hall. Indiana Democrats told 
The Reporter they wanted to ad-
dress the kitchen-table issues im-
portant to voters, and from issues 
like inflation and law enforce-
ment funding to education and 
broadband, candidates and elect-
ed officials answered as many 
questions as possible during the 
90-minute conversation. 

“In order to truly represent 
Hoosiers and restore balance 
to every level of government in 
Indiana, it’s imperative for vot-
ers from all walks of life to hear 
from the leaders of our political 
parties about the important is-
sues of the day – and also ask 
questions directly to the people 
who seek to serve us. It’s my 
hope that through this town hall 
series, some decency and under-
standing can be restored in our 
political conversations – even 
when we disagree,” Chairman 
of the Indiana Democratic Party 

Mike Schmuhl said. “This is the 
seventh time the Indiana Demo-
cratic Party has embarked on a 
statewide tour, and with leaders 
like Tom McDermott and Desti-
ny Wells headlining this effort, 
Democrats are eager to share 
our plans on how we will create 
a better future for Hoosier fami-
lies in all 92 counties.”

If you did not attend the 
Town Hall but would like to 
hear for yourself what was said, 
you can watch it at this link.

Photo provided
Democratic candidate for Indiana Secretary of State Destiny Wells told The Reporter 
that Indiana isn’t a red state – it’s a purple state with a turnout problem.

Mcdermott (d) Sceniak (L) Wells (d) Maurer (L) Lake (d) Wilburn (d) Vare (d)
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Democrats, Libertarians openly engage with over 150 voters

Photo provided
Sheridan Historical Society member Donna Jessup stands 
next to the historic postcard display she put together.

Tonight in Sheridan, stop by Historical 
Society Museum for First Friday event 

The REPORTER
This month, the Fishers Arts Coun-

cil (FAC) will hold its second exhibit 
at the Art Gallery at the Collaboration 
Hub at the Hamilton County Com-
munity Foundation, along with a free 
public artist reception for the artists of 
the Hamilton County Artists’ Associa-
tion (HCAA). 

The exhibit opens this evening, 
Friday, July 1, and runs through Thurs-
day, July 28 with the “Second Friday” 
reception from 6 to 8 p.m. on Friday, 
July 8 at the gallery, located at 11810 
Technology Drive, Fishers.

The HCAA artists are part of the 
2022 Season of Art presented by the 
Fishers Arts Council in cooperation 
with Hamilton County Community 

Fishers Arts 
Council opens 
second gallery 
exhibit today

See Fishers Arts . . . Page 2
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Reporter photo by Stu Clampitt
Megan Contreras of Westfield Youth Assistance won the limbo 
contest during Downtown Westfield Association’s Party on the Patio 
at Grand Junction Plaza, 225 S. Union St., on Tuesday afternoon. 
Many people tried to make the fifth bar down, but in the end, there 
can be only one. Congratulations, Megan and thanks to everyone 
who showed up. In case you missed it, there are more photos on 
Page 4 and at ReadTheReporter.com.

How low can you go?
Do the Westfield limbo!

Photo provided
The Riverview Health Emergency and Urgent Care – Carmel team is quite 
proud of their Center of Excellence Award.

Riverview Health earns Intuitive
Health Center of Excellence Award
The REPORTER

Riverview Health Emer-
gency Room & Urgent Care 
in Carmel has received 
the 2022 Center of Excel-
lence Award from Intuitive 
Health, the national leader 
of the dual emergency room 
and urgent care model.

“We are thrilled to be 
honored with this award 
and proud of our hardwork-
ing team that truly set the 
bar high when it comes to 

high-quality care and cus-
tomer service,” Riverview 
Health President and CEO 
Seth Warren. “When we 
opened up our free-stand-
ing ER and urgent care lo-
cations, our vision was not 
only to provide patients with 
a single convenient access 
point close to home but to 
also introduce a new way of 
healthcare that evolved with 
the medical needs of our 
community.”

The Center of Excel-
lence Award recipients ex-
emplify the best-of-the-best 
in-patient care – signifi-
cantly exceeding globally 
recognized benchmarks in 
customer service, clinical 
excellence and high-qual-
ity care and setting new 
standards of value-based 
healthcare. Intuitive Health 
partnered with Riverview 

See Riverview . . . Page 3
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Tom McDermott
Democrat for U.S. Senate

U.S. Senate Candidate 
and Hammond, Ind. May-
or Tom McDermott said 
he was touring the state 
on Tuesday and was very 
pleased to cap off his day in 
Hamilton County. 

“When I walked into 
the library in Fishers with 
150-plus people energized 
and excited it was a great 
day,” McDermott said. “I 
was excited to be there. It 
was a very good showing 
for Hamilton County and 
obviously Fishers is a beau-
tiful city.”

McDermott calls himself 
a frustrated American and 
a frustrated Hoosier who 
thinks the country could do 
better.

“I think it’s become 
acceptable when we send 
people to Washington, D.C. 
for them to just represent a 
segment of the population,” 
McDermott said. “My goal 
as U.S. Senator is to rep-
resent all 6.6 million Hoo-
siers. I realize some of them 
feel differently about issues 
than I do, but I still want 
to represent them and do a 
good job for them. 

He told The Reporter he 
believes the country is not 
doing well right now. One 
of his examples of that was 
the recent Supreme Court 
decision on abortion. 

“I have always been a 
supporter of the Supreme 
Court but seeing that half 
our population is losing 
their civil liberties right now 
with 50 years of precedent 
being tossed out with Roe v. 
Wade, is very sad,” McDer-
mott said. 

Another issue McDer-
mott said is important to 
him is gun control, espe-
cially in light of the rise of 

school shootings.
“I have a lifetime permit 

to carry a gun in Indiana and 
I do carry my gun often, 
but that doesn’t mean we 
can’t pass laws to regulate 
the Second Amendment,” 
McDermott said. “If you 
look at the third word of 
the Second Amendment, ‘A 
well regulated Militia,’ reg-
ulated means laws. The job 
of Congress is to pass laws 
and to deal with the Second 
Amendment. I don’t want 
to take people’s guns. But 
I don’t want bad guys with 
military-style assault weap-
ons killing a bunch of kids 
either. Our politicians in 
Washington, D.C. are afraid 
to touch this issue.”

McDermott said he is 
running because he believes 
Todd Young is not doing a 
good job representing his 
constituents. 

“Todd Young is talking 
about what a horrible pres-
ident Joe Biden is because 
of inflation and the cost of 
gas. I take a different ap-
proach,” McDermott said. 
“Todd Young has been in 
Washington, D.C. for 12 
years. He’s been a U.S. Sen-
ator for six years. What the 
heck as he done to make 
inflation lower? What’s he 
done to address the price of 
gas? Nothing. It has become 
acceptable for a U.S. Sen-
ator, one of the most pow-
erful people in the United 
States, to point at a guy who 
just got to Washington, D.C. 
and say, ‘it’s all your fault.’ 
I’m not going to let him get 
away with it.”

McDermott used his 
time as mayor of Hammond 
as an example of how he 
thinks leaders should ad-
dress issues in their areas of 
influence. 

“You don’t find me com-

plaining about the city of 
Hammond because I have 
been in charge of the city of 
18 years,” McDermott said. 
“If I complained about the 
crime rate in Hammond or 
the condition of the roads, I’d 
be complaining about the job 
I did. But this guy is a U.S. 
Senator who has been there 
for 12 years and he’s com-
plaining about problems in 
Washington, D.C., like immi-
gration and inflation. That’s 
his job and he’s failed at it. 
It’s time to fire Todd Young.”

Jocelyn Vare
Democrat for 

Indiana Senate District 31
Jocelyn Vare, and at-

large member of the Fishers 
City Council and candidate 
for Indiana Senate District 
31, told The Reporter, “The 
100-plus Hamilton County 
residents in attendance were 
well-informed and very 
disappointed with how the 
current statehouse super-
majority is running Indiana. 
They are loudly challenging 
the supermajority’s out-of-
touch priorities. If after this 
event anyone still believes 
that Hamilton County and 
especially Fishers – the host 
city for this Town Hall – are 
wholly and contentedly red, 
they are simply not listening 
to what voters are saying.”

Destiny Wells
Democrat for 

Indiana Secretary of State
Democratic candidate 

for Indiana Secretary of 
State Destiny Wells told 
The Reporter she thought 
the turnout in Fishers was 
impressive.

“It was a great turnout,” 
Wells said. “We’ve seen this 
enthusiasm in some of the 
more urban, metropolitan 
areas. I’ve been telling peo-
ple we are not a red state, 

we are a purple state with 
a turnout problem, and that 
message is landing. It’s get-
ting people excited and now 
everybody has these issues 
that feel very personal to 
them. It’s nice to see people 
show up and advocate for 
those issues.” 

Wells said she believes 
being a lawyer and a former 
military intelligence officer 
makes her uniquely quali-
fied for this job.

“In 2016, I got to Af-
ghanistan two weeks before 
the election, and during that 
presidency and being over-
seas and feeling the turmoil 
that was staring to bubble 
up, I decided when I got 
home, I wanted to extend 
my service beyond the uni-
form,” Wells told The Re-
porter. “That started a series 
of events moving forward 
like taking a job as a deputy 
AG, even though it was un-
der Curtis Hill, and getting 
more involved in the party.”

She said part of the rea-
son she is running for Sec-
retary of State is because 
the Jan. 6 incidents made 
her want to help protect vot-
ers’ rights and the election 
system. 

“When Jan. 6 happened 
last year, one of my law 
school classmates stormed 
the Capitol,” Wells said. 
“One of the attorneys who 
has been at the forefront of 
the lawsuits we have seen 
trying to overturn the elec-
tion. All of that just perco-
lated, and when the Secre-
tary of State race came open 
in Indiana and was coming 
up, and all this national 
conversation of subverting 
elections, I thought, ‘What 
an office for me to pursue 
to do the most I can.’ That’s 
why I’m running for Secre-
tary of State.”

She told The Reporter 
she sees GOP Candidate 
Diego Morales as a threat to 
democracy.

“I know this race it go-
ing to be a really big deal,” 
Wells said. “I have been try-
ing to get people’s attention 
to the threat. I see Diego as 
a threat as I would as an in-
telligence officer. I identify 
this movement as a threat to 
democracy. Once we open 
the can of worms here in In-
diana of possibly subverting 
elections or very intention-
ally suppressing the vote, 
that’s hard to undo.”

Purple
from Page 1

I forced myself to push 
that aside, however. There 
was no way I was ever going 
to search for my birth parents 
and hurt my mother. At this 
point she was alone. My dad 
passed away suddenly from 
a heart attack when I was 
23. I had never heard Dad’s 
thoughts on how he would 
have felt if I had searched 
for my biological mother 
and father. I have a feeling 
he would have supported me 
more than my mother. But I 
will never know.

I would just have to be 
diligent on all my medical 
checkups in the future and 
make certain my children 
would do the same.

In December of 2001, my 

first son, Jonathon, was born. 
He was healthy, cute as a but-
ton, and a good baby. Sure, 
he kept us up at night for a 
couple months and had the 
occasional fussy times, but 
overall, Jonathon was a joy. 

"He looks just like 
John!" People would say. 
And sure enough, when we 
pulled out baby pictures of 
John and compared them to 
Jonathon, they were prac-
tically identical. It looked 
like our firstborn was going 
to have his father's physi-
cal characteristics of strong 
eyebrows, dark brown hair, 
and blue eyes.

I didn't need to worry 
about some unusual physi-
cal trait popping up after all.

Foundation. Community 
Leadership Officer Jeena Si-
ela said, “We are excited to 
have the Fishers Arts Council 
share the work of the HCAA 
artists. HCAA reflects the tal-
ent in Hamilton County and 
the pride we share.” 

There will be 35 paint-
ings in the galleries, and the 
art is for sale.  The gallery is 
open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days. During the reception 
on July 8, there will be music 
provided by David and Pa-
mela Ackerman along with 
snacks, water, beer and wine.

“It’s always fun having 
the members of HCAA join 
us in the summer for their 
annual exhibit.” FAC Exec-
utive Director Les Reinhardt 
said. “Many of their mem-
bers love demonstrating 
their skills and have partic-

ipated with us for years at 
various events and exhibits.” 

The Hamilton County 
Artists' Association (HCAA) 
operates as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit run by volunteers and 
stands as the original and 
only juried fine arts orga-
nization in the county. The 
membership consists of over 
65 county artists who have 
been juried into the HCAA, 
as well as Supporting Mem-
bers from across Indiana. 
About Fishers Arts Council

Fishers Arts Council is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit arts orga-
nization whose mission is to 
support, advocate, and culti-
vate visual and performing 
arts opportunities that edu-
cate and/or enhance the lives 
of those who live, work, and 
visit Fishers. Learn more at 
FishersArtsCouncil.org.

Art provided
See works such as the Prairie by Regina Bunting.

Heritage
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Fishers Arts
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By DENISE MOE
For the Reporter

For their latest 4:30 
Meetup, Synergize, a Car-
mel group based on rela-
tionships, took the party 
to downtown Indianapolis. 
The group gathers at these 
meetups to build deep, real 
friendships and support a 
new nonprofit organization 
every month.

This month, Synergize 
supported Fur the Brand 
with over $2,300. Found-
ed by Samantha McAfee, 
Fur the Brand helps cover 
veterinary bills for Indiana 
families in need whose 
dogs have been diagnosed 
with cancer. 

McAfee’s inspiration 
for Fur the Brand came 
from her own dog, Valerie. 
While paying thousands of 
dollars for Valerie’s treat-
ment, McAfee learned that 
families who can’t afford 
vet bills are forced to put 
their dogs to sleep after a 
cancer diagnosis. In just 
two years, Fur the Brand 
has helped more than 55 
families treat their pets in-

stead of euthanizing them.
The meetup was hosted 

by Kennected, a present-
ing partner of Synergize, 
at their headquarters. Ken-
nected has been a support-
er of Synergize since early 
2020. The two companies 

share a desire to impact the 
community and build deep 
friendships between people. 

“Devin [Johnson, 
CEO] and the rest of the 
team at Kennected are a 
huge inspiration to me 
personally, because their 

leadership also shares our 
commitment to changing 
the world through relation-
ships,” Synergize Founder 
Arron Stanton.

The meetup’s impact 
sponsor was the Indiana 
Small Business Asso-

ciation (Indiana SBA), 
co-founded by Jon Slusser 
and Nathan Maude. The 
Indiana SBA provides 
small businesses with a 
network of trusted advisors 
in a variety of industries. 
It also creates spaces for 

small business owners to 
connect with and support 
each other.

Synergize and the In-
diana SBA plan to partner 
on more initiatives in the 
future, including opportu-
nities for their membership 
bases to connect.

“We think it’s awesome 
that there’s such a great re-
source for small businesses 
in our community,” Stan-
ton said. “It’s an honor to 
get to support that.”

Synergize’s next 4:30 
Meetup will benefit Prov-
idence Cristo Rey High 
School, a multicultural 
college and career prepa-
ratory school serving In-
dianapolis students with 
economic need. Fifty per-
cent of nonmember ticket 
proceeds directly support 
the impact. 

To get yours, or to learn 
more about how Syner-
gize is changing the world 
through relationships, visit 
synergizeindy.com. To 
connect with Fur the Brand 
or get tickets for their up-
coming event, Poochella, 
visit furthebrand.com.
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Health in 2018 to open three 
free-standing emergency 
and urgent locations in Fish-
ers, Carmel and West Carm-
el/Zionsville.

“Every day, our team 
members inspire me; they 
are our most valued re-
source. Intuitive Health 
staff and partners work dil-
igently toward our shared 
goal of improving the way 
healthcare is delivered and 
received,” Intuitive Health 
CEO Thom Herrmann 
said. “Intuitive Health pro-
vides one of the most pro-
gressive healthcare models 
in the United States, and 
these awards recognize our 
partners’ commitment to 
improvements in health-
care. Our partner facilities 
continue to exceed indus-
try standards. These inau-

gural Center of Excellence 
award winners are among 
the very best. We thank 
them and offer our congrat-
ulations.”

About Riverview Health
Riverview Health is 

comprised of a full-ser-
vice, 156-bed hospital in 
Noblesville, a 16-bed hos-
pital in Westfield, as well 
as three freestanding com-
bined ER and urgent care 
facilities. Also included are 
more than 25 primary, im-
mediate and specialty-care 
facilities in Hamilton 
County. Riverview Health 
provides comprehensive 
inpatient and outpatient 
services in more than 35 
healthcare specialties and 
has been frequently recog-
nized for its clinical and 
service excellence. Nation-

al achievements include 
Healthgrades 5-star rating 

(2020) for total knee re-
placement and spinal fu-

sion and Newsweek mag-
azine annual rankings as a 
top acute inpatient rehabil-
itation unit in the state of 
Indiana (2021). Riverview 
Health was also recognized 
by the Indiana Hospital As-
sociation for its infant and 
maternal health with the 
INspire Hospital of Dis-
tinction award two years 
in a row (2020, 2021). 
For more information on 
Riverview Health, visit 
riverview.org.

About Intuitive Health
Founded in 2008, Intu-

itive Health pioneered the 
combined emergency room 
and urgent care model. In-
tuitive Health partners with 
established health systems 
nationwide to build, operate 
and launch retail health care 
facilities that provide urgent 

care and emergency room 
services under one roof. 
Intuitive Health operates 
in partnership with leading 
health systems across the 
country, including in the 
states of Arizona, Arkansas, 
Delaware, Florida, Ken-
tucky, Indiana, New Mexi-
co, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Virginia and Washington. 
Intuitive's patient-centric 
approach to immediate care 
has saved payors and pa-
tients hundreds of millions 
in unnecessary emergency 
care spending. In addition, 
the Intuitive Health model 
increases market share for 
partnered health care sys-
tems by expanding their 
footprint with conveniently 
located centers. For more 
information, please visit 
IherUC.com.

Photo provided
Intuitive Health CEO Thom Herrmann (right) awarded 
Riverview Health President and CEO Seth Warren 
and Janelle McClure, Clinical Program Manager 
of Riverview Health Emergency and Urgent Care – 
Carmel, with Center of Excellence Award.

Riverview
from Page 1

Local businesses unite for dogs with cancer

Reporter photo by Denise Moe
Heather Hunter (left) and Arron Stanton (right) of Synergize pose with Noelle Norwood and Mystica 
O’Connor of Fur the Brand at Synergize’s last 4:30 Meetup. 

http://www.synergizeindy.com/
https://www.furthebrand.com/
https://tinyurl.com/yewdtdde
https://riverview.org/
https://www.iheruc.com/
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OR TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OURSPECIAL5YEARFINANCE OFFER0% APR with equal payments for 60 months. minimum purchase of $4000. subject to credit approval. See store for complete details.

TAKE AN
EXTRA

15%         
“WOW” tags, Best Buys and 

most specialty bedding excluded. 

See store for complete details.

OFF

RUSTIC TRADITIONS Queen Bed         NOW

                            compare at $1799 $101996*  CONTENT Sofa         NOW

  compare at $2099  $110496*

LOFT TV Stands
compare at $1499
NOW STARTING AT

$84996*

SALE

LORREZE 
and YANDEL 
Lift Recliners

Power LIFT Recliners

IN STOCK!

INDEPENDENCE DAY

We will be CLOSED on the 4th of JULY! 
JOIN US for great SAVINGS before and after your celebrations!

*NOW prices shown reflect extra 15% savings.
 Prices listed are accurate as of time of printing but may be subject to change over time.

STOP BY A
LOCATION 
NEAR YOU

Carmel
136th St & N Meridian

 Carmel, IN 46032
317-566-8720                                            

ACROSS FROM ST. VINCENT’S CARMEL

Godby Discount
Furniture & Mattresses

130 Logan St
317-565-2211

DOWNTOWN NOBLESVILLE

Noblesville / Fishers
146th St & SR 37

Noblesville, IN 46060
317-214-4321                                            

CORNER OF 146TH ST AND HWY 37

Avon
Rockville Rd & Dan Jones

Avon, IN 46123
317-272-4581                                            

BEHIND THE BP® GAS STATION

godbyfurniture.com

to see what’s 
IN-STOCK

SCAN 
HERE

Reporter photos by Stu Clampitt
It was Hawaiian Day at Downtown Westfield Association’s Party on the Patio this week. Complete with leis, Hawaiian 
shirts, a limbo contest, and subtropical weather. Attendees were treated to complementary adult beverages, pizza, 
and Jersey Girl’s Italian Ice, the latter of which may be Steve Latour’s new favorite thing. (Below, from left) Westfield 
Chamber CEO Steve Latour, Chamber Board Member Corky Huston, Janelle Campbell of Community First Bank of 
Indiana, Keith Pemberton of Pemberton Insurance Group, and David Sidery of American Family Insurance.

Reporter photos by Stu Clampitt
Megan Contreras of Westfield Youth 
Assistance won the limbo contest!

Photos provided by John Sampson
Main Street Productions Board Member John Sampson was kind enough to take several photos even before The 
Reporter arrived. Not surprisingly, all his are filled with lovely ladies. hey John, leave some ladies for the rest of us!

Party on the Patio goes Hawaiian

Local News. Local Sports. Local Views. Local Events.
This is Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper.

https://www.godbyhomefurnishings.com/
https://readthereporter.com


 News 5 

in concert          with nature!

Cool Creek Park, 2000 East 151st Street, Carmel/Westfield
Due to COVID-19 uncertainties, event details may change based on information provided by health officials.

Adults - $5  |  12 & Under - Free
Select Fridays at 7pm | Gates open at 6pm

Tickets & discounts at myhamiltoncountyparks.com

TOY
FACTORY

JULY 1

C oncert series partners:

Proudly presented by

By

The Train’s A Comin’!
HEY KIDS! Hop aboard our new trackless train
for a fun (and free) ride during this park event!
All children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult.

Thanks to Hamilton County Parks & Ashlin Hadden Insurance

Indiana lawmakers to address abortion, 
inflation at multiweek special session

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Statehouse Republicans said Wednes-
day they will push the Legislature’s spe-
cial session to July 25 and convene for 
multiple weeks.

The lawmakers plan to address the Su-
preme Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade, 
which eliminated the constitutional right 
to an abortion.

Lawmakers also will address the state’s 
budget surplus to determine if the billions 
in cash can be used to provided financial 
relief as inflation hits Hoosiers hard.

A news release from the Republicans 
says the Legislature’s special session 
will still begin July 6, as previously an-
nounced. But, the release also says, House 
Speaker Todd Huston, a Republican from 
Fishers, and Senate President Pro Tem Ro-
dric Bray, a Republican from Martinsville, 

worked with GOP Gov. Eric Holcomb to 
push back the special session’s start date 
to July 25.

The release specifically says, “Bray and 
Huston also expect to address the state’s 
budget surplus and provide financial relief 
for Hoosiers during the special session. 
Bray and Huston also expect state legis-
lators to take action to further protect life, 
and support new and expectant mothers.”

The Republican leaders said the Legis-
lature “will vet bills through the full legis-
lative process, including committee hear-
ings and public testimony,” and updates 
will be posted on the state’s website.

State law, the Republicans say, allow 
a special session to last up to 40 calendar 
days.

The 2022 special session would be the 
12th in Indiana since the Legislature first 
began meeting yearly in 1970. The most 
recent special session was in 2018.

“The Indiana GOP are scared because they’ve seen the protests and have heard 
from Hoosier women. They are waiting for the dust to settle before they push their 
extreme agenda that includes a total ban on abortions – even in cases of rape and 
incest. Only 17 percent of Hoosiers support this extreme policy, and Democrats are 

ready to hold them accountable for trying to throw Indiana back to the 1950’s.”  
– Lauren Ganapini, executive director of the indiana Democratic Party

“If Republicans are determined to eliminate women’s right to privacy and force 
them to give birth against their will, then we must have a detailed analysis. People 
are shocked to learn that they’re losing 50 years of constitutional protection. I issue 

this call to Republican leadership: Let’s use the entire time allotted to us to study 
your proposed legislation as to abortion. Let’s give the public ample time and no-
tice to come and make their thoughts on this known. Let’s have sufficient hearings 
to cover all aspects of this issue, ranging from who will pay, to the impact on our 

colleges, our insurers and victims of domestic violence. I want the legislature to be 
crystal-clear on the impact this law will have.”  

– state rep. ed DeLaney, a Democrat from indianapolis

AG Rokita wins favorable Supreme Court 
ruling on Indiana law requiring parental 
notification when minors get abortions

The REPORTER
The U.S. Supreme Court 

on Thursday threw out a 
lower court’s judgment 
against an Indiana law re-
quiring parental notification 
in instances when a court 
allows a minor to get an 
abortion without parental 
consent.

“Following the land-
mark Dobbs decision, we 
eagerly anticipate clearer 
paths for Indiana’s com-
monsense laws protecting 
unborn children and their 

mothers,” Roki-
ta said. “We are 
grateful for the 
new day that has 
dawned, and we 
will remain stead-
fast in our fight 
for life.”

This issue – 
part of Kristina 
Box, Commis-
sioner, Indiana Department 
of Health, et al., v. Planned 
Parenthood of Indiana and 
Kentucky Inc. – now has 
been remanded back to the 

7th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals 
for reconsider-
ation following 
the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s deci-
sion last week in 
Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health 
Organization.

Rokita and his 
team already have sought 
relief from the injunction di-
rectly from the U.S. district 
court, which has expedited 
briefing at their request.

rokita

Hamilton County 
Reporter
 More News More Sports

. . . and more readers!
Thank you, Hamilton County!

https://www.ffbt.com/cicero
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://wishtv.com
https://readthereporter.com/events
http://www.Facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
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TOWN HALL

The REPORTER
On Friday, July 8, Kro-

ger Symphony on the Prai-
rie presents “Home Again, 
“a tribute to the multi-award 
winning singer-songwriter 
Carole King. Deb De Luc-
ca, joined by her band of 
seasoned musicians, takes 
the audience on a journey 
through King’s impressive 
and expansive repertoire.

King made her mark 
with Tapestry in 1971 but 
was already a well-estab-
lished songwriter for over a 
decade. She wrote more than 

two dozen chart hits, many 
of which have become stan-
dards, for numerous artists 
such as The Shirelles, The 
Chiffons, The Drifters, The 
Carpenters, The Monkees, 
Herman’s Hermits, Bobby 
Vee and many more.

Then on Saturday, July 
9, Kroger Symphony on the 
Prairie presents “Never Die 
Young, A Tribute to James 
Taylor.” Never Die Young 
was born from two musicians' 
great respect for one another 
and their longing to continue 
to perform in venues across 

the U.S. Having been influ-
enced by the legendary style 
of James Taylor, it made even 
more sense to create a project 
that paid ultimate respect to 
his music.

Never Die Young will 
take you down that “Country 
Road” James Taylor wrote 
about so many years ago 
and into his living room with 
songs like “The Secret of 
Life.” It’s a truly heartfelt and 
authentic interpretation of the 
music of James Taylor.

General admission lawn 
seats, reserved seating, tables, 

and seats in the Huntington 
Bank Sunset Lounge are 
available for purchase. Click 
here to buy tickets now.

Performances begin at 8 
p.m. each evening at Conner 
Prairie, 13400 Allisonville 
Road, Fishers. Gates open 
at 6 p.m. Proof of negative 
COVID-19 test or COVID-19 
vaccine will not be required 
to attend. Masks are optional 
at Conner Prairie.

For more information re-
garding the policies of Con-
ner Prairie and to review the 
FAQ, please click here.

See musical tributes to Carole King,
James Taylor at ‘Symphony on the Prairie’

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include 
your phone number and city of residence. The 

Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer: Center’s
financial trajectory
like a “thrown rock”

Dear Editor:
As rising interest rates threaten to crush Carmel’s 

$1.5 billion experiment in progressive central planning, 
its gemstone – the Center for the Performing Arts – al-
ready has dipped deeply into insolvency.

The latest publicly available data the city is required 
by law to provide show the Center’s total annual reve-
nues of $8.1 million and expenses of $47 million (in-
cluding $310,000 in payments to its CEO and $575,000 
to its Hollywood artistic director who usually receives 
$750,000 but cut it in the COVID year).

Omitted were $7.8 million in debt service on the two 
Center construction bonds (circa 2005) and $1 million a 
year in Center utility bills paid by the city council.

Together, the true loss was $7.8 million which, had 
it been reported, would have cost the Center its tax-ex-
empt status with the IRS.

The $100 million borrowed in 2005 to build the 
Center now stands at $83 million after 17 years and 
$276 million in refinancing and repayments.

Despite lavish four-color ads promoting its offer-
ings (at taxpayer expense), the Center’s financial trajec-
tory is that of a thrown rock.

Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Letter to the Editor

U.S. Army Reserve 
running for Indiana 

Secretary of State
Dear Editor:
I grew up in a blue-collar family in Morgan County, 

where I learned the importance of the values that small-
town Hoosiers hold dear: family, freedom, and prog-
ress. I am the daughter of eight generations of farmers, 
whose love for working the land has stayed true even 
through hardship.

I left home to attend Indiana University as a 
first-generation college student. And in the throes of 
9/11, I enlisted in the Army National Guard at the age of 
19 and later joined Army ROTC. In the military I found 
what many of us are looking for: a steady paycheck, 
health care, a path toward retirement, and the ability to 
serve my country and my community.

Almost 19 years later, I am a U.S. Army Reserve 
Lieutenant Colonel, and I continue to proudly serve. 
Outside of the military, I also became a lawyer and an 
entrepreneur.

I’m running for Indiana Secretary of State to safe-
guard democracy and the freedom to vote right here at 
home. I have worked at all levels of government – local, 
state, federal, and the multi-national level with NATO. 
As an attorney, I’ve been Associate Corporation Coun-
sel for the City of Indianapolis and Marion County, and 
Deputy Attorney General for the State of Indiana. And 
as a military intelligence officer, I have seen firsthand 
the state of democracy across the world.

In the service I met my husband, Oliver, a military 
intelligence Lieutenant Colonel in the Indiana Army Na-
tional Guard. We are raising two sons, Owen (11) and Har-
rison (2), in downtown Indy. And even though we’re now 
city-dwellers, we’re never too far from both our families’ 
farms – Oliver’s in Rochester and mine in Martinsville.

destiny Wells
Democratic Candidate for Indiana Secretary of State

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://deliveryanimals.com/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/town-hall-featuring-in-attorney-general-todd-rokita-tickets-373799974787
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/events
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/events
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/visit/conner-prairie
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Today’s BiBLE REading
By faith Noah, when warned about things not 

yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his 
family. By his faith he condemned the world 
and became heir of the righteousness that is in 
keeping with faith.

Hebrews 11:7 (NIV)
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317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

Spectacular home in Estates of Lockhaven,  
5 BR, 5 BA, w/finished walk-out basement, 2-story 

great room w/gas fireplace, gourmet kitchen w/
granite & large pantry, screened porch and  

much, much more. BLC#21852114

15293 Dunrobin Drive
Town • $644,900 

Perfect 4 BR, 2.5 BA w/loft and full basement, 
stunning kit w/walk-in pantry + huge island, LVP 
hardwoods on main level, beautiful primary suite, 
walk-in closets in all bedrooms. 3rd car tandem 
garage with 220 amp outlet. BLC#21848722

12703 Sunrise Drive
Noblesville • $514,900 
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Speak to Deak.com

SOLD SOLD

Adorable 3 BR, 1.5 BA ranch in Forest Hills Estates. 
family room and living room are quite spacious, eat-in 

kitchen w/black appliances, sunroom, professional 
landscaping, large concrete patio, mature trees 

pergola with swing. BLC#2186350

348 Beechwood Drive
Noblesville • $219,900 
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david allen Layman
June 2, 1948 – June 26, 2022

Pastor David Allen Layman, 74, Noblesville, passed 
away on Sunday, June 26, 2022, at IU 
Health Methodist Hospital in India-
napolis. He was born on June 2, 1948, 
to Allen and Roslyn (English) Layman 
in Richmond, Ind.

The church was the most central 
part of David’s life, as he was raised as 
the son of a Presbyterian minister, then 
became one himself. He married his 
beautiful wife, Pam Hood, on March 

24, 1979. David was a history buff who enjoyed reading. 
He also loved traveling and enjoying the great outdoors. 
David enjoyed watching sports, especially his Indiana Hoo-
siers. He loved his girls and playing with his grandchildren.

David is survived by his wife of 43 years, Pamela Sue 
Layman; daughters, Andrea (Joshua) Griswold and Rachel 
(Brian) Jackson; grandchildren, Addison, Parker, Carson, 
Dean, and Darcy; brother, Jim (Kay) Layman; sister, Ann 
Schwister; brother-in-law, Gary (Linda) Hood; and many 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 
his brother-in-law, Phil Schwister.

Services will be held at 1 p.m. on Thursday, July 14, 
2022, at First Presbyterian Church, 100 N. 10th St., Rich-
mond, IN 47374. Visitation will follow the service. Private 
family burial will be at Earlham Cemetery in Richmond.

Memorial contributions may be made to Hope House, 
P.O. Box 1828, 275 Grove Road, Richmond, IN 47374 
(richmondhopehouse.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Rachel deanne schwarz
January 14, 1972 – June 28, 2022

Rachel Deanne Schwarz, 50, Westfield, passed away 
on Tuesday, June 28, 2022, at her 
home surrounded by her family. She 
was born on January 14, 1972, to Ste-
ven and Brenda (Handlon) Stalker in 
Rushville, Ind.

Rachel was a 1990 graduate of 
Connersville High School and a 1999 
IU graduate. She was a member of Na-
tional Honor Society, National Junior 
Honor Society, and Phi Beta Kappa. 

Rachel was a registered nurse at Fayette Memorial, On-
slow, and Community North Hospital over the years. Ra-
chel and Jeremy were married on April 24, 2004. She was a 
member of the Connersville Nazarene Church and attend-
ed Noblesville Pilgrim Holiness Church. Rachel enjoyed 
reading, camping, going to the beach, and decorating her 
house, especially for Christmas. She played the piano since 
the age of 5, playing in school concerts and at church.

She is survived by her husband, Jeremy Schwarz; 
her parents, Steven and Brenda Stalker; son, Derick 
Schwarz; daughter, Breanna Schwarz; sisters, Christa 
(Walter) Seffrin and Merrie Beth (Phillip) Avery; aunt, 
Linda (Bill) Vandivier; aunts and uncles, David (Maxine) 
Stalker, Frances (Howard) Lee, and Eileen (Jim) McVey; 
cousins, Robin (Bruce) Pletsch, Angie (Will) Stanley, 
Karen Lee, Kevin Lee, James Stalker, Debbie (John) 
Fike, and Charles Stalker; nieces and nephews, Jason, 
Steven, Tim, Luke, and Aaron Avery, Tommy Seffrin, 
Conrad and Jolene Cox.

She was preceded in death by her grandparents, Floyd 
and Mary Stalker, and Rev. Paul and Bessie Handlon.

Services will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 2, 
2022, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 West-
field Road, Noblesville, with Pastor John Forsee officiat-
ing. Visitation will be from noon to the time of service at 
the funeral home. Burial will be at Summit Lawn Ceme-
tery in Westfield.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

— County —
MeeTING NoTICe

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) The Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 
have rescheduled the July 29, 2022 highway meeting. They will meet on Friday, 
July 8, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. at the Hamilton County Highway Department 1700 S. 
10th Street, Noblesville, Indiana. The purpose of the meeting is for discussion of 
highway projects and other county business. 

/s/ Robin M. Mills
Hamilton County Auditor

R914 7/1/22, 7/4/22

Lane restrictions start Monday 
on Olio Road near Geist Reservoir
Beginning on or after Tuesday, July 5, Olio Road 

between Geist Reservoir and Haven Cove Lane – the 
first road south of the Geist Reservoir Bridge – may 
have daily lane restrictions for northbound and south-
bound traffic for the reconfiguration and installation of 
access to Geist Park and the Marina.

These lane restrictions will occur between the hours 
of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. The esti-
mated project completion date is Aug. 1.

The REPORTER
At approximately 1 p.m. 

Wednesday, the Hamil-
ton County Sheriff's Office 
(HCSO) responded to a se-
rious motor vehicle crash 
at the intersection of south-
bound U.S. 31 and 226th 
Street. The crash resulted in 
one fatality.

A motorcyclist was trav-
eling southbound on U.S. 
31. When a black 2019 
Freightliner M2 tow truck 
was northbound on U.S. 
31 in the left turn lane near 
226th Street. The tow truck 
proceeded to make the left 
turn to go west.

According to a witness, 
the black 2001 Yamaha 
YZFR6 motorcycle was 
southbound and passed a 

vehicle at high speed. Sub-
sequently, the motorcycle 
collided with the back right 
side of the tow truck.

The driver of the mo-
torcycle, Braden Fesler, 
22, Colfax, Ind., was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

The HCSO Crash Inves-
tigation Team is handling 
the case, which is ongoing 
pending further investi-
gation. If anyone has any 
video or other information 
regarding the motorcycle 
prior to the collision, please 
call the Sheriff’s Office at 
(317) 773-1872 or (317) 
773-1282.

Motorcycle/tow truck 
crash at U.S. 31 & 226th

leaves one man dead

Thanks for 
reading!

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
your Hometown Weatherman!

http://bussellfamilyfunerals.com
www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=Daily%20Email%20Subscription
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:RHall1977%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.twitter.com/Richie_Hall
mailto:PublicNotices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:PublicNotices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://thedeakyneteam.talktotucker.com/
http://www.richmondhopehouse.org/
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/pastor-david-layman
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/rachel-schwarz
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://paulpoteet.com


By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

For four days in Florida, 
the Munciana 12O Peppers 
volleyball team was unstop-
pable.

The Peppers compet-
ed in the 49th AAU Junior 
Nationals tournament two 
weeks ago in Orlando. Play-
ing in the Open Division, 
which features the highest 
level of competition, the 
Peppers claimed the nation-
al championship, going 12-0 
over the four-day event.

"It is very difficult not to 
lose at all during nationals 
week," said Kylie Johnson, 
head coach of the Peppers. 
"Not to get complacent, not 
to let nerves factor in. It's 
just very difficult to do."

Four Hamilton Coun-
ty girls were on the team, 
and each had a big role to 
play. The local girls include 
three from Westfield – Eva 
Clevenger, Brooke Neale 
and Eden Wise – and Haili 
Winkle from Fishers. The 
Westfield girls are incoming 
seventh graders, while Win-
kle will be going into eighth 
grade.

The Peppers easily won 
all their matches on the first 
day of the tournament. On 
the second day, the team 
found itself down 14-8 in 
the third set against an op-
ponent. Since all the match-
es at nationals were best-
of-three sets, that meant the 
Peppers found themselves 
down several match points.

But instead, the Peppers 
came back to win. Amelia 
Howell served for the team 
as it came back to 14-14, 
and eventually the Peppers 
won the third set 18-16 and 
the match.

Amelia is the daughter 
of Peppers assistant coach 
Keri Howell.

"I didn't realize how con-
fident she was in her serve," 
said Keri Howell. "I have 
four daughters that play 
volleyball. What I learned 
about her that day was that 
she wanted to be a part of 
the big moment. She wasn't 
scared – didn't want to back 
down."

Amelia's aggressive 
serving was paired with the 
stellar front-row play of 
Kyra Murry.

"She had at least two 
kills and one big-time 
block," said Keri Howell. 
"Amelia's service pressure 
created the overpasses, and 
Kyra was able to have flaw-
less attacks and blocks that 
allowed us to keep getting 
points, so it was a great team 
effort."

The Peppers kept their 
unbeaten record intact on 
Day 3 of the tournament, 
winning two of their three 
matches in three sets to im-
prove to 9-0. That would 
move them into the champi-
onship bracket,

"You just try to take it 
day by day," said Johnson. 
"You don't want to look to 

far ahead, because you real-
ly have to focus on the oppo-
nent at hand. In the nationals 
situation, we just really fo-
cused on every single point, 
every single game. Each day 
we just started over. But you 
could feel the momentum 
climbing after Day 3, after 
we were still undefeated."

That momentum carried 
itself into the tournament's 
fourth and final day. The 
Peppers swept through all 
three of their matches in 
straight sets. That included a 
two-set victory in the cham-
pionship game over A5 from 
Atlanta, Ga., 25-16, 25-22.

The Peppers led early 
in the first set at 10-7, then 
extended their lead to 25-13 
before winning the set. A5 
jumped out to an 8-3 lead in 
the second set, but the Pep-
pers came back, then took a 
21-18 lead. A5 pushed back 
to tie the score at 21-21, but 
the Peppers rallied again, 
winning four of the next 
five points in front of a big 
crowd of Munciana fans.

They were just totally 
relentless in their pursuit 
of their goal," said John-
son. "They were not going 
to lose no matter what they 
had to do to win. Just ul-
timate competitors. If we 
were down, they didn't get 
nervous." Instead, Johnson 
said the players "just kept 
their head down and kept 
closing the gap and would 
eventually take the lead."
CARPOOL FRIENDS

It was a memorable 
tournament for the Pep-
pers, and it certainly made 

the long car rides worth it 
for the Hamilton County 
girls, as they traveled back 
and forth from their homes 
to Muncie in order to prac-
tice with the team. The four 
girls would carpool togeth-
er, and as a result, became 
fast friends.

Johnson and Howell 
had something to say about 
each of the four local girls 
and their contributions to 
the team.

Brooke Neale was 
named as an All-American 
at the conclusion of the 
tournament. She is the Pep-
pers' libero, so she spent 
most of her time in the back 
court.

"She did an incredible 
job," said Howell. "This 
was her second year on the 
Peppers team, so she knew 
the expectations. She knew 
what was going to be asked 
of her and she delivered. 
She made some plays that 
most 12-year-olds wouldn't 
even think about playing."

"She only leaves the 
court for a very short time," 
said Johnson. "She was 
so tenacious on defense. 
There were no balls that 
were going to land on our 
court if she had anything to 
do with it."

Meanwhile, this was 
Eva Clevenger's first year at 
Munciana, and she made a 
big impression right off the 
bat.

"Eva absolutely shined 
on Day 3," said Johnson. 
"Without the impact of her 
hitting on Day 3, it would've 
been a different story."

"She was an outside hit-

ter for us at nationals, and 
she really came into her 
own and started just real-
ly pounding the ball," said 
Howell. "We've been wait-
ing for her to do that all year 
and she just really came 
into her own during nation-
als, which was extremely 
helpful."

Haili Winkle was fear-
less for the Peppers during 
their tournament run. John-
son said Winkle was the 
team's "go-to in the mid-
dle" for all four days of the 
event.

"She never had a let-
down and she's undersized," 
said Johnson. "She was 
going up against middles 
that are 5-9, 5-10 and she 
is maybe 5-4, 5-5. And she 
would beat them because 
she is so quick and has such 
a quick arm. She showed no 
fear at all at the net."

"She was a go-to, if we 
needed a point," said How-
ell. "She also was a very 
good server, too. She was 
able to get several aces in 
the final match off of her 
serve."

Howell said that serving 
and passing is a key to win-
ning at all levels of volley-
ball, "but at the 12-year-old 
level, it is just vital to be 
able to serve a tough ball," 
then also be calm and re-
laxed when it comes to re-
ceiving serve, "because it 
can be kind of never-wrack-
ing," said Howell.

Speaking of serving, 

Eden Wise was very good 
at it. 

"She had an incredible 
serve," said Howell. "Her 
serve created a lot of aces 
and caused other teams to 
be out of system quite a bit. 
You wouldn't expect her to 
have such an aggressive, 
tough serve."

"She was our designated 
server," said Johnson. "She 
is just tough as nails behind 
the service line. And she 
would serve big points for 
us. She would not get ner-
vous or rattled. She would 
just go in and do her job."

The Peppers had been 
practicing for months, and 
they finally achieved their 
goal two weeks ago.

"They want to be there, 
they want to work hard, and 
they want to put in the time 
because they know they're 
one of the top teams in the 
nation, and if they can put 
forth the effort, they can be 
successful at the national 
tournament," said Howell.

The Peppers can now 
say they were successful 
at the national tournament, 
with a banner and a trophy 
to prove it.
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Photo provided
The Munciana 12O Peppers team won the Open Division championship two weeks ago at the 49th AAU Junior Nationals tournament 
in Orlando, Fla. The Peppers team finished the tournament 12-0, including a straight-set victory in the championship match.

Photo provided
Four Hamilton County players were part of the national champion Peppers 
team: Eva Clevenger (Westfield), Haili Winkle (Fishers), Eden Wise (Westfield) 
and Brooke Neale (Westfield).

Four local girls help Munciana Peppers
sweep volleyball nationals in Florida
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MLB standings
Thursday’s games

Cleveland 5, Minnesota 3
Philadelphia 14, Atlanta 4

Houston 2, N.Y. Yankees 1
Pittsburgh 8, Milwaukee 7

Toronto 4, Tampa Bay 1
Chicago Cubs 15, Cincinnati 7

Late games:
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers

Oakland at Seattle

American League
East W L PCT. GB
N.Y. Yankees 56 21 0.727 -
Boston 43 33 0.566 12.5
Toronto 43 33 0.566 12.5
Tampa Bay 40 35 0.533 15.0
Baltimore 35 42 0.455 21.0
Central W L PCT. GB
Minnesota 43 36 0.544 -
Cleveland 39 34 0.534 1.0
Chicago White Sox 35 39 0.473 5.5
Detroit 29 45 0.392 11.5
Kansas City 27 47 0.365 13.5
West W L PCT. GB
Houston 48 27 0.640 -
Texas 36 38 0.486 11.5
L.A. Angels 37 41 0.474 12.5
Seattle 36 41 0.468 13.0
Oakland 25 52 0.325 23.5

National League
East W L PCT. GB
N.Y. Mets 47 29 0.618 -
Atlanta 44 33 0.571 3.5
Philadelphia 40 37 0.519 7.5
Miami 34 40 0.459 12.0
Washington 29 49 0.372 19.0
Central W L PCT. GB
Milwaukee 44 34 0.564 -
St. Louis 43 35 0.551 1.0
Pittsburgh 31 45 0.408 12.0
Chicago Cubs 30 46 0.395 13.0
Cincinnati 26 49 0.347 16.5
West W L PCT. GB
L.A. Dodgers 46 28 0.622 -
San Diego 46 31 0.597 1.5
San Francisco 40 34 0.541 6.0
Arizona 34 42 0.447 13.0
Colorado 33 43 0.434 14.0

WNBA 
standings

Thursday’s game
Atlanta 92, New York 81

Team W L PCT. GB
Chicago  14 5 0.737 -
Las Vegas 14 5 0.737 -
Connecticut 13 7 0.650 1.5
Seattle 12 7 0.632 2.0
Washington 13 9 0.591 2.5
Atlanta 9 11 0.450 5.5
Dallas 9 11 0.450 5.5
Phoenix 9 12 0.429 6.0
New York 8 11 0.421 6.0
Los Angeles 7 11 0.389 6.5
Minnesota 6 14 0.300 8.5
Indiana 5 16 0.238 10.0

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Brianna Moye has committed to join the Ball State University dance team. (Front row, from left) Brianna Moye and Angie Salas (mother). 
(Back row, from left) Bailey Mann (Noblesville Dance Head Coach) and Beth Muller (Noblesville Dance Assistant Coach).

Brianna Moye dances off to Muncie
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