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She dances with 
butterflies . . .

Megan Rathz
When Nature Speaks 

COLUMnIStWhat is it about 
butterflies that capti-
vate us? They are ele-
gant and graceful, frag-
ile, yet striking in their 
beauty.

There is an old say-
ing that goes, “No gar-
den truly blooms until 
butterflies have danced 
upon it.” A butterfly 
landing on your flow-
ers and drinking sweet nectar or bathing in 
the sunlight provided in one’s garden is a 
rite of passage for a gardener. They are a 
reward for the fruits of labor; many believe 
they are a spiritual messenger sent to us by 
our loved ones. Whether you believe this or 
not, in order to have butterflies in our gar-
den, we must provide a habitat for them.

One way to attract these creatures to your 
yard or balcony is planting a butterfly garden. 
In order to attract butterflies to your garden, 
one must provide food, water, shelter and 
protection. Butterflies are attracted to nectar 
from a variety of plants. They need a place 
to bask in the sunlight that offers protection 
from wind, storms, cold temperatures and 
predators. Butterflies like a well-developed 
garden with an assortment of plants offering 
various heights. A shallow dish of water in 
your garden is also essential for butterflies, 
such as a birdbath without a pedestal. Butter-
flies like to sunbathe, so a safe place for them 
such as a flat rock is ideal.

Aesthetics are secondary when it comes 
to developing a garden. Butterflies are vi-
tal pollinators in a garden, so selecting 
plants that will attract them and providing 
a sound habitat will promote them in your 
garden, as well as the health of your plants. 

Reporter photo by Stu Clampitt
Monday afternoon in Cicero, these enterprising young entrepreneurs were tempting passersby with an old 
summer staple: the classic lemonade stand. And at 25 cents a glass, who could pass it up? Certainly not 
your Hometown Newspaper! These are truly prices from another time that prove not everything is subject 
to the supply chain fiascos and oil company profit margins. Thanks for keeping it affordable, kids . . . much 
like our subscriptions (hint-hint). (From left) Owen Flatley, Vander Gerlach, Keira Gerlach and Breah Flatley.

Cicero summer refreshment

Arcadia railroad depot gets 
deck upgrade, new benches
Experience Nickel Plate Express, Arcadia Farmers Market,

County historian David Heighway at the Depot, all on June 30
The REPORTER

Visitors soon will find it is 
even more fun to visit the Nick-
el Plate Heritage Railroad’s Ar-
cadia Depot, thanks to Remnant 
Coffee Shop and upcoming pro-
grams that include art, history, 
and caboose rides.  

The railroad will 
offer the caboose 
rides on Thursday, 
June 30 during the 
Arcadia Farmers 
Market. Tickets are 
$5 for the 15-minute 
rides and can be pur-
chased onsite during 
the Farmers Market.

The depot will be 
open for tours from 5 to 8 p.m. 
on June 30. Hamilton Coun-
ty Historian David Heighway 

will be on the newly renovated 
deck to sell and sign his book, 
Hidden History of Hamilton 
County.

Remnant’s $4,555 dona-
tion – in part, from tip money 
– was used recently to upgrade 

the decking around 
the Depot. The cof-
fee shop also donat-
ed new benches po-
sitioned outside the 
depot. Both projects 
enhance visitor ex-
periences and safety, 
said Nickel Plate Ex-
press Director Emily 
Reynolds.

“We are so blessed 
to have the Depot in Arcadia,” 
Long-time Remnant volunteer 
Keturah Long said. “It was an 

honor to get to be a part of keep-
ing the Depot beautiful for the 
community. The history the De-
pot provides is invaluable for the 

generations to come and the part-
nership is very important to us.”

Photo provided
Thanks to a donation from Remnant Coffee Shop in 
Arcadia, the depot’s decking got a major upgrade.

See Depot . . . Page 2

Heighway

See Butterflies . . . Page 2

OneZone President 
Jack Russell named 
Indiana Chamber

Executive of the Year

Join Cicero Kiwanis 
for hearty Saturday 
morning breakfast

The REPORTER
The Kiwanis Club of Cicero will help 

kick off the fun and festivities on Kids Day 
at this year’s Lights Over Morse Lake Fes-
tival with a pancake, sau-
sage, and biscuit and 
gravy breakfast. Start 
the day off right with a 
hearty breakfast from 
8 to 11 a.m. this Satur-
day, July 2 at the Red 
Bridge Park Com-
munity Building 
in Cicero.

Breakfast will 
consist of pan-
cakes, sausage, biscuits 
and gravy, fruit, and beverages. Cost is $8 
per person. All proceeds from the breakfast 
are directed to support programs benefiting 
children in the greater Northern Hamilton 
County area and beyond.

See Kiwanis Breakfast . . . Page 2

The REPORTER
Jack Russell, CP, President & CEO 

of OneZone Chamber of Commerce, 
has been named Indiana Chamber Exec-
utive of the Year by 
the Indiana Cham-
ber Executives As-
sociation (ICEA). 
The award is the 
top honor for an 
individual chamber 
leader in the State 
of Indiana.

Russell accept-
ed the award at the 
ICEA Annual Con-
ference held last week in Elkhart, Ind.

ICEA recognized Russell’s creativ-
ity, eagerness to mentor peers, and his 
success for substantial growth for the 
organization he leads. 

“This award is a tribute to Jack’s 
passion for the community he serves 
and the profession that he loves,” said 
Shelli Williams, President of the Indi-
ana Chamber Executives Association. 
“Jack always shares so much energy 
and out-of-the-box thinking that he 
naturally draws his peers to lean toward 
him for professional advice.” 

russell

See Russell . . . Page 3

Photos provided
Spark!Fishers culminated with a street fair, a parade, and fireworks on Saturday. All three were wildly popular events, 
but who doesn’t love a parade? Floats of all shapes, sizes and themes entertained the crowds and hundreds of 
pounds of candy was tossed into eager young hands. If you didn’t get enough fireworks, Fishers, Carmel, Westfield, 
Noblesville and Cicero will light up the sky on the 4th of July. Keep reading The Reporter for all the details.

Fishers sparks up summer parade season

https://readthereporter.com
http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
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Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday July 1 
Bobby Stardust on keyboard

with vocalist Leta

Business Cards

Long said the Remnant 
Coffee shop’s goal is to pro-
vide a third gathering space 
for the community, to part-
ner with the town, and to be 
a seed of hope.

The Arcadia Depot, built 
in 1869, is original to the 
Nickel Plate Railroad and 
offers visitors a chance to 
see and learn about the im-
portance the railroad played 
in developing the northern 
towns in Hamilton County. 
The depot is open for the 
summer each Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and will 
be open June 30 and Aug. 
4. Local art exhibits will be 
on display during special 
hours. Admission to the de-
pot is free.

About Nickel Plate 
Heritage Railroad

Nickel Plate Heritage 

Railroad is a charitable 
nonprofit that operates the 
historic Arcadia Depot and 
Nickel Plate Express (NPX), 
offering entertainment and 
educational opportunities to 
20,000 visitors a year.

The Nickel Plate Express 
operates historic trains on the 
12.5 miles of Nickel Plate 
Track owned by the Hoosier 
Heritage Port Authority.

NPX and the Noblesville 
Park Department recently 
dedicated the new Hobbs Sta-
tion at Forest Park Depot, a 
$1.5 million city project that 
included renovation of the 
10-acre railyard in the park

For information about 
the variety of NPX excur-
sions, special dining expe-
riences and holiday-themed 
rides in 2022, visit nickel 
plateexpress.com.

Depot
from Page 1

For a complete sched-
ule of activities and hap-
penings this weekend, go 
to lightsovermorselake.
org.
About the Cicero Kiwanis

The Cicero Chapter of 
the Kiwanis Internation-

al as a part of a non-profit 
global organization with 
members who are dedicat-
ed to changing the world, 
one child and one commu-
nity at a time. In the great-
er Cicero area, the Cicero 
Kiwanis provide scholar-

ships to local high school 
students, support local 
schools through donations 
to various programs and 
manpower, provide food 
and assistance to local food 
pantries, support families 
and individuals in need or 

in crisis and help the com-
munity-at-large through 
donations to Riley’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Weekly 
meetings begin at 7:30 a.m. 
on Saturdays at the Red 
Bridge Community Park 
Building in Cicero.

Kiwanis Breakfast
from Page 1

Photo provided by Megan Rathz

(Left) The Rathz Family garden is a welcoming spot for butterflies. (Right) Yellow swallowtail on sundrops.
Many garden nurseries will 
also provide information on 
specific flowers that attract 
butterflies.

An essential part of ev-
ery butterfly garden are host 
plants for caterpillars. Each 
species of butterfly has a 
specific host plant on which 
a butterfly will lay her eggs. 
For instance, according to 
Indianapublicmedia.org, 
“Black swallowtail larvae 
enjoy fennel, dill, parsley, 
carrot or rue as host plants.”

Another popular and be-
loved variety is the monarch 

butterfly. Monarchs will 
only lay eggs on the host 
plant milkweed. Once their 
eggs hatch, the larvae eat 
the leaves before making a 
chrysalis and transforming 
into an adult butterfly.

Being familiar with 
some of the over 150 va-
rieties of butterflies in our 
state and the variety of host 
plants for the individual spe-
cies will encourage them to 
grace our gardens.

One of the most nota-
ble, yet troubled, species 
in Indiana is the monarch. 

The Indiana Wildlife Fed-
eration leads the statewide 
conservation efforts for the 
monarch butterfly. The Indi-
ana Monarch Conservation 
plan was created and imple-
mented to educate the public 
and raise awareness among 
Hoosiers. What can local 
gardeners do in Indiana to 
aid in the effort of monarch 
protection? Avoiding the 
use of harmful pesticides, 
planting native milkweed 
and spreading the words 
to others are indispensable 
components in the effort to 

save monarchs.  
Brazilian writer Mario 

Quintana once said, “Don’t 
waste your time chasing 
butterflies. Mend your 
garden and the butterflies 
will come.” One does not 
need to create a brand-new 
landscape to attract butter-
flies. When butterflies are 
welcomed to your existing 
space filled with a variety of 
diverse plants and given the 
necessary habitat to thrive, 
they will come dancing.

Nature is speaking. Are 
you listening?

Butterflies
from Page 1

Photo provided by Al Hopkins

The Reporter . . . Read it here, read it first!

http://www.prevailinc.org
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/dealership/directions.htm
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/dealership/directions.htm
https://www.tomwood.com/careers.htm
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://deliveryanimals.com/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
http://www.lightsovermorselake.org/
http://www.lightsovermorselake.org/
https://indianapublicmedia.org/
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TOWN HALL

ICEA received several 
letters of nomination for 
this year’s recipient, includ-
ing multiple nomination 
letters from peers leading 
other chambers in the state.

“Jack is a man with sig-
nificant impact who leads 
with integrity, appropriate-
ly challenges the process, 
is a true collaborator, and 
is results-focused,” West-
field Chamber CEO Steve 
Latour shared in a nomina-
tion letter. “I have seen Jack 
interact with colleagues, 
board members, citizens, 
and elected leaders engage 
in challenging conversa-
tions, coach, mentor, and 
lead.”

Greater Greenwood 
Chamber President & CEO 
Christian Maslowski said, 
“OneZone was a new or-
ganization, formed from 
the merger of two large 
chambers, and Jack helped 
the organization through 
the most difficult merger 
work: establishing a new 
cultural norm, new perfor-
mance standards, and dis-
pelling sacred cows that no 
longer added value to the 
chamber or its membership. 
These hard lifts required 
confidence, courage, and 
the ability to bring people 
along, or move them off 
the bus. Jack’s drive for 
excellence and innovation 
was contagious and helped 
the organization win ICEA 
Chamber of the Year.” 

Russell has served as 
the President at OneZone 
Chamber of Commerce, a 
1,300-member organiza-
tion, for the past two years.

Prior to serving as Pres-
ident, Jack was the Chief 

Operating Officer at One-
Zone for two years. In 
2021, Jack was award the 
ACCE 40 under 40 honors 
and received his Certified 
Professional Certification 
through the Indiana Cham-
ber Executive Association.

During his time at One-
Zone, the organization has 
created the first Supplier 
Diversity Program in Ham-
ilton County, OWN or One-
Zone Women’s Network, 
the Small Business Hub, a 
Health & Wellness Com-
mittee focused on Mental 
Health, a PAC called the 
OneZone Business Action 
Committee, and has created 
strong advocacy efforts at 
the local, county, and state 
level.

Prior to his time at One-
Zone Chamber Jack served 
as President & CEO at 
the Westfield Chamber of 
Commerce where he grew 
the organization to over 
400 members in those two 
years.

In addition to this top 
honor, the OneZone Cham-
ber team brought home 
two Innovative Excellence 
Awards for their work with 
their Supplier Diversity 
Program and Small Busi-
ness Roundtables as well as 
placing in the top three for 
this year’s Chamber of the 
Year recognition.

ICEA, the state’s lead-
ing organization for pro-
fessional development 
of chamber staff leaders, 
began naming a Chamber 
Executive of the Year in 
2002 to recognize the work 
Chamber CEOs do in their 
communities. The organi-
zation works with nearly 

100 chambers of commerce 
throughout the state repre-
senting well over 45,000 
businesses.

To be eligible for the 
award, a recipient must 
have worked in an execu-
tive role at a Chamber for 
at least three years. The 

selection committee also 
considers continued Cham-
ber education/profession-
al development, personal 
character, management 
excellence, leadership and 
community relationships. 
Finalists are reviewed by a 
panel of professional peers 

leading chambers outside 
of Indiana. Details about 
the annual award recog-

nition for local chambers 
can be found at iceaonline.
com/annual-awards.html.

Russell
from Page 1

https://tinyurl.com/yewdtdde
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/town-hall-featuring-in-attorney-general-todd-rokita-tickets-373799974787
https://www.iceaonline.com/annual-awards.html
https://www.iceaonline.com/annual-awards.html
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Are You Troubled, 
Anxious or Dismayed?

Stony Creek Church of Christ
“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”

15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville
(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm 

We live in a troubled world and trying times. 
Crime is on the rise. The economy is teetering. Gas prices 
are up. Inflation rages. Crime is on the rise. There are lots 
of things to shake the foundation of our lives. Where can we 
turn for help and stability? God and God alone holds the key!

Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

At the Stony Creek Church of Christ, we assemble on Sundays and Wednesdays to seek a better 
understanding of Jesus and His ways. You are encouraged and invited to join us for those studies or call for 
a private study.

Arcadia is partnering with the Indiana Housing and
Community Development Authority for a 
CreatINg Places crowd funding campaign 

to raise money this May and June for public 
restrooms in downtown Arcadia.  Our goal 

is $15,000, to be matched by CreatINg Places, 
for a total of $30,000!

 
Donations of any amount are welcome. 

To learn more, scan the QR code, 
visit our web site at www.arcadiaindiana.org, or

simply email amys@greenavenue.info

YOU can help ArcadiaYOU can help Arcadia  
have a public restroom!have a public restroom!

Open your camera

and scan this code

Patronicity.com/ArcadiaRestroom

There's always 
a lot of noise and 
drama in Wash-
ington. But peo-
ple in Washington 
seldom talk about 
what's really hurt-
ing Americans. 
Right now, what's 
hurting Ameri-
cans the most is 
inflation.

Inflation is like a hand 
around the necks of Hoo-
siers, making it impossible 
for many young people 
to save to buy a home or 
start a business, preventing 
families from saving for 
their children’s college ed-
ucation, and bringing real 
hardship to many people, 
including retirees who de-
pend on Social Security, 
some of whom can’t afford 
to buy food or medicine at 
their local store. This is in 
addition to the thousands of 
Hoosiers who can hardly af-
ford the gas they need to get 
to work and back.

Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen insisted last year that 
inflation would be “transi-
tory”, and President Biden 
said last summer that price 
hikes would be temporary.

Neither of these things 
were true.

Inflation is now the 

highest it’s been 
since December 
of 1981, after four 
years of Jimmy 
Carter and before 
President Ronald 
Reagan’s reforms 
took effect.

Inflation is 
a highly regres-
sive tax, hitting 
l o w - i n c o m e 

Americans the hardest.
We know what is caus-

ing inflation: the $1.9 tril-
lion American Rescue Plan 
that flooded our existing 
money supply, the ongo-
ing supply chain crisis, and 
burdensome regulations on 
business.

Members of Congress 
and the Biden administra-
tion must come together 
for the good of the nation 
to develop feasible ener-
gy policies, address supply 
chain dependence on Chi-
na, eliminate burdensome 
regulations and tariffs, and 
assure a stable legal and tax 
environment essential for 
domestic investments.

Playing politics with 
people’s lives should not be 
an option.

Victoria Spartz serves as 
the Republican Congress-
woman for Indiana’s Fifth 
District. 

VICtORIa SPaRtz
Representing You

COLUMnISt

Washington must act 
now to contain inflation Won’t you help ‘Meat the Need’?

Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank looking for
donations through July 5 for 4-H Livestock Auction
The REPORTER

Please consider a mon-
etary donation towards 
Meating the Need 2022 
today.

This joint project be-
tween Hamilton Coun-
ty 4-H Beef, Dairy, and 
Swine Projects and Ham-
ilton County Harvest Food 
Bank will provide over 
4,000 pounds of local beef 
and pork to friends and 
families in need through 
the county’s food support 
network.

In its history, the pro-
gram has already provid-
ed over 22,611 pounds of 
meat for county food pan-
tries and meals programs.

On Tuesday, July 19 
at the 4-H Livestock Auc-
tion, the Food Bank will 
purchase, with help from 
donors, beef and dairy cat-
tle and hogs from 15 local 
4-H members. Meating the 
Need donations go toward 
the sale of the animals and 
to the 4-H members as they 
pursue their 4-H, educa-
tion, and life goals.

Any monetary donation 
amount is appreciated, and 
if you donate at least $250 
by Tuesday, July 5, you 
will be recognized on the 
4-H fair banner, and in lo-
cal press.

Meating the Need pro-

vides healthy local pro-
tein for the area’s most 
vulnerable children and 
families and strengthens 
the partnerships between 
local farm families and the 
greater community.

Check donations can be 

made to Hamilton County 
Harvest Food Bank, P.O. 
Box 881, Noblesville, IN 
46061, Memo: Meating 
the Need.  Donate online 
at hchfoodbank.org/on-
line-giving and designate 
Meating the Need.

www.hchfoodbank.org 
Photo illustration provided

Here are the Hamilton County 4-H members who will designate their animals 
to this year’s 4-H Livestock Auction taking place on Tuesday, July 19.

By AMANI GATES
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Fishers Police De-

partment has been receiving 
different reports of tele-
phone scams in the last sev-
eral weeks.

Residents have report-
ed that the suspect calls the 
victim, accusing them of 
having an arrest warrant and 
demanding they send gift 
cards to clear their name, the 
department says.

The scammer instructs 
the victim to stay on the 
phone, not tell anyone about 
their conversation, and to 
purchase gift cards or Green 
Dot cards for a specific 
amount. Police say some 
Fishers residents have sent 
thousands of dollars to these 
scammers.

Fishers police have provid-
ed a list of tips for those who 
might get this kind of call:

• Immediately hang up 
the phone if you do not rec-
ognize or know the caller.

• Never give out person-

al information. If you feel 
the call might be legitimate, 
you can ask the person to 
mail you information.

• Never provide gift card 
numbers to anyone over the 
telephone.

• No legitimate compa-
ny or organization requires 
payment via gift cards or 
Green Dot cards.

• No law enforcement 
agency threatens to arrest 
people over the phone.

• If something does not 
sound or feel right, hang up 
the phone.

You are welcome to 
contact your local law en-
forcement agency; howev-
er, most of these telephone 
scams originate from over-
seas and are very difficult if 
not impossible to trace.

Fishers police warn residents of phone scams

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!

This is Hamilton County’s
Hometown Newspaper

https://www.facebook.com/stonycreekcoc
https://patronicity.com/arcadiarestroom
https://www.hchfoodbank.org/online-giving
https://www.hchfoodbank.org/online-giving
http://wishtv.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
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OR TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OURSPECIAL5YEARFINANCE OFFER0% APR with equal payments for 60 months. minimum purchase of $4000. subject to credit approval. See store for complete details.

TAKE AN
EXTRA

15%         
“WOW” tags, Best Buys and 

most specialty bedding excluded. 

See store for complete details.

OFF

RUSTIC TRADITIONS Queen Bed         NOW

                            compare at $1799 $101996*  CONTENT Sofa         NOW

  compare at $2099  $110496*

LOFT TV Stands
compare at $1499
NOW STARTING AT

$84996*

SALE

LORREZE 
and YANDEL 
Lift Recliners

Power LIFT Recliners

IN STOCK!

INDEPENDENCE DAY

We will be CLOSED on the 4th of JULY! 
JOIN US for great SAVINGS before and after your celebrations!

*NOW prices shown reflect extra 15% savings.
 Prices listed are accurate as of time of printing but may be subject to change over time.

STOP BY A
LOCATION 
NEAR YOU

Carmel
136th St & N Meridian

 Carmel, IN 46032
317-566-8720                                            

ACROSS FROM ST. VINCENT’S CARMEL

Godby Discount
Furniture & Mattresses

130 Logan St
317-565-2211

DOWNTOWN NOBLESVILLE

Noblesville / Fishers
146th St & SR 37

Noblesville, IN 46060
317-214-4321                                            

CORNER OF 146TH ST AND HWY 37

Avon
Rockville Rd & Dan Jones

Avon, IN 46123
317-272-4581                                            

BEHIND THE BP® GAS STATION

godbyfurniture.com

to see what’s 
IN-STOCK

SCAN 
HERE

AG Todd Rokita announces Indiana Gun Owners’ Bill of Rights
The REPORTER

Indiana Attorney Gener-
al Todd Rokita announced 
on Tuesday the publication 
of the Gun Owners’ Bill of 
Rights – a document created 
to help ensure that Indiana 
citizens understand the con-
stitutional provisions and 
other laws that safeguard 
their Second Amendment 
liberties.

“America’s founders 
understood the God-giv-
en rights of free people to 
protect themselves against 
intruders, violent attackers 
and even an overreaching 
government,” Rokita said. 
“Although often miscon-
strued, this right was not 
established to ensure op-
portunities for hunting or 
target practice.”

The U.S. Su-
preme Court re-
cently reaffirmed 
the constitutional 
right of law-abid-
ing citizens to 
carry firearms 
without govern-
ment interference.

The drafters 
of Indiana’s 1851 
constitution produced an 

even stronger ex-
pression of the 
right to gun own-
ership for person-
al protection than 
the guarantee 
contained in the 
Second Amend-
ment of the U.S. 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
They wrote, “The 

people shall have a right to 

bear arms, for the defense of 
themselves and the State.”

To clarify legal rights 
and responsibilities, the 
Gun Owners’ Bill of Rights 
includes answers to com-
monly asked questions, 
such as whether a license to 
carry a handgun is required 
in Indiana, whether “open 
carry” is legal in Indiana, 
whether there are restric-

tions on where Hoosiers 
may carry firearms, and 
whether a private business 
may prohibit an individu-
al from carrying a firearm. 
It was written to coincide 
with Indiana’s implemen-
tation of “constitutional 
carry” on July 1.

Click here to read the 
full text of the Gun Owners’ 
Bill of Rights.

rokita

Photos provided
Fleetwood Gold graced Cool Creek Park patrons of all ages with the sweet sounds of the seventies on June 24. The show was part of the ongoing 
Cool Creek Concert series, and the fun continues this Friday, July 1 with Toy Factory. Don’t wait! Get your tickets now at MyHamiltonCountyParks.com.

Fleetwood fans flock to Cool Creek Park

https://www.godbyhomefurnishings.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2dujkayn
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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Meeting Notices
The Westfield Finance Commit-

tee meeting scheduled for Friday, 
July 1, 2022, has been canceled.

The Delaware Township Board 
and Trustee will meet at 5:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, July 6, 2022, at the 
Delaware Township Government 
Center, 9090 E. 131st St., Fish-
ers. The meeting will be held to 
discuss 2023 capital outlays, take 
action on the 2022 fire contract, 
and take action on 2022 township 
assistance standards.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 
The Hamilton County Council 
Highway Committee will meet to 
discuss highway projects at 2 p.m. 
on Tuesday, July 5, 2022, at the 
Hamilton County Highway Depart-
ment, 1700 S. 10th St., Noblesville.

in concert          with nature!

Cool Creek Park, 2000 East 151st Street, Carmel/Westfield
Due to COVID-19 uncertainties, event details may change based on information provided by health officials.

Adults - $5  |  12 & Under - Free
Select Fridays at 7pm | Gates open at 6pm

Tickets & discounts at myhamiltoncountyparks.com

TOY
FACTORY

JULY 1

C oncert series partners:

Proudly presented by

By

The Train’s A Comin’!
HEY KIDS! Hop aboard our new trackless train
for a fun (and free) ride during this park event!
All children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult.

Thanks to Hamilton County Parks & Ashlin Hadden Insurance

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include 
your phone number and city of residence. The 

Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Letter to the Editor

Summer heat, 
fireworks are not 
friendly to pets
Dear Editor:
While we encourage people to walk their dogs often 

(for the dogs' health as well as the owner!) there are some 
serious repercussions to dogs' paws in the summer heat.

Did you know, according to the American Medical 
Association, that when the outside temperature is 86 
degrees, the asphalt temperature is 135 degrees? One 
suggestion is to place your own hand on the pavement 
for at least 10 seconds. How does that feel?

Pavement, asphalt and artificial grass can become 
searingly hot and cause blisters and burns to pets' paws. 
Please reconsider taking your dogs to outdoor events 
where their paws could become burned and, frankly, 
the weather is usually just too hot for their comfort. 
(Remember that dogs do not perspire as we do.)

As we approach the July Fourth holiday, another 
reminder is that many dogs are terrified of loud noises 
and become very stressed. Please do not take your dogs 
to Fourth activities! Additionally, a hot car is never ac-
ceptable for any living being, human or animal.

Let's enjoy summer and let our wonderful pets do 
the same. 

Bruce & Sharon McMahon
Noblesville

The REPORTER
The Noblesville Profes-

sional Fire Fighters Local 
4416 and the Noblesville 
Fire Department held their 
10th annual Awards and 
Recognition Banquet on 
June 4.

This banquet is held an-
nually to recognize members 
of the department for their 
acts of courage, bravery, 
and exemplary performance 
over the year while serving 
the citizens of Noblesville.

Noblesville Profession-
al Fire Fighters District 
Vice President John Huse-
man served as the emcee, 
and former Professional 
Firefighters Union of In-
diana President Tom Han-
ify served as the keynote 
speaker. Noblesville Mayor 
Chris Jensen, Public Safety 
Director Chad Knecht, and 
Noblesville Council Pres-
ident Megan Wiles were 
in attendance. Noblesville 
Fire Chief Matt Mitchell 
concluded the event by 
thanking members for their 
hard work, commitment, 
and dedication to the mis-
sion of the Noblesville Fire 
Department.

Additional Noblesville 
Fire Department members 
were recognized with unit 
citations for extraordinary 
work. Local 4416 thanks 
everyone who attended this 
year’s awards and recogni-
tion ceremony.

This year’s sponsors 
included ProTeam Tactical 
Performance, Riverview 
Health, Hare Chevy Truck 
Center, Noblesville Com-
mon Council, Hoosier Fire, 
Firefighters Credit Union, 
and Noble Creek Family 
Dentistry Center.

Noblesville firefighters recognized

Photo provided
Fire Fighter of the the Year and Medal of Valor Recipient Fire Fighter/
Paramedic Dan Milligan. (From left) Assistant Chief Chris Gellinger, Assistant 
Chief Adam Biddle, FF/PM Dan Milligan, and Fire Chief Matt Mitchell.

Photo provided
EMT of the Year FF/PM Nate Smith. (From left) Assistant Chief Chris Gellinger, 
Assistant Chief Adam Biddle, FF/PM Nate Smith, and Fire Chief Matt Mitchell.

Photo provided
Leadership Award winner Tony Murray. (From left) Assistant Chief Chris Gellinger, 
Assistant Chief Adam Biddle, Tony Murray, and Fire Chief Matt Mitchell.

Photo provided
Officer of the Year Captain Jim Butts. (From left) Assistant Chief Chris Gellinger, 
Assistant Chief Adam Biddle, Captain Jim Butts, and Fire Chief Matt Mitchell.

Photo provided
Excellence in Training Award winner Lt. Mike Durall. (From left) Assistant 
Chief Chris Gellinger, Assistant Chief Adam Biddle, Lt. Mike Durall, and Fire 
Chief Matt Mitchell.

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.ffbt.com/cicero
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Today’s BiBLE REading
By faith Abel brought God a better offering than 

Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous, 
when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith 
Abel still speaks, even though he is dead.

Hebrews 11:4 (NIV)
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dick VanVoorhis
February 14, 1936 – June 27, 2022

Dick VanVoorhis, 86, Cicero, passed away on Mon-
day, June 27, 2022, at IU Health North 
Hospital in Carmel. He was born on 
February 14, 1936, to Frank and Grace 
VanVoorhis in Newark, Ohio.

Dick proudly served his country 
in the United States Air Force. He 
worked as a hydraulic engineer and 
was an entrepreneur. Dick liked to 
travel, go boating on the lake, and go 
on cruises. He was a fan of Ohio State 
and Indiana sports. Dick enjoyed 
having dinner with friends every Fri-
day. Most of all, he loved his family 
and grandkids.

Dick is survived by his sons, Jeff 
(Patricia) VanVoorhis and David (Gerhild) VanVoorhis; 
daughters, Julie (Blaine) Meyer and Laurie (Sean) Brady; 
stepchildren, Jill Landaw, Todd Landaw, and Julie (Randy) 
Gravely; 11 grandchildren; and his brother, Steve (Linda) 
VanVoorhis.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 
his wife, Janet Marie VanVoorhis; and his sister, Nancy Call.

Visitation will be from 2 to 3 p.m., with services and 3 
p.m., on Friday, July 1, 2022, at Randall & Roberts Funeral 
Center, 1685 Westfield Road, Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association, 50 E. 91st St., Suite 100, Indianapolis, 
IN 46240 (alz.org/indiana).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Judith ann Bowen
april 14, 1940 – June 26, 2022

Judith Ann Bowen, 82, Carmel, passed away on Sun-
day, June 26, 2022, at Miller’s Merry 
Manor in Fort Wayne, Ind. She was 
born on April 14, 1940, to Robert and 
Helen (Goin) Roudebush in Nobles-
ville, the oldest of nine children.

Judy was salutatorian of the 1958 
graduating class of Fishers High 
School. She married her high school 
sweetheart, John William Bowen, on 
September 22, 1961, who preceded 

her in death. Judy also graduated as salutatorian from the 
Methodist Hospital School of Nursing in 1962. She worked 
as a registered nurse for Carmel Care and was a member of 
Cumberland Road Christian Church.

Judy loved to travel, especially by train, to visit family. 
She was an avid baseball fan and enjoyed listening to the 
Chicago Cubs on the radio. Judy loved walking and play-
ing golf with John. One of her favorite activities was going 
to state parks and spending time with family in God’s cre-
ation. She always wanted everyone to be sharing in the joy 
of every experience.

She is survived by her children, Connie Lee (Brian) 
Birk, Lynn Marie (Tony) Mafera, Scott (Renee) Bowen, 
Greg (Susan) Bowen, and Brad (Angela) Bowen; 13 grand-
children; and four great-grandchildren.

Visitation will be from 10 to 11 a.m., with services at 11 
a.m., on Wednesday, June 29, 2022, at Randall & Roberts 
Fishers Mortuary, 12010 Allisonville Road, Fishers. Aar-
on Birk will officiate. Burial will be at Oaklawn Memorial 
Gardens in Indianapolis.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Benjamin (Ben) allan Lowry
March 23, 1991 – June 6, 2022

Benjamin (Ben) Allan Lowry, 31, Indianapolis, passed 
away unexpectedly on Monday, June 
6, 2022, at his home. He was born on 
March 23, 1991, in Minneapolis, Minn.

Benjamin worked in the restoration 
industry for several years, where he 
developed many close friendships. Ben 
was a people person who loved life and 
never met a stranger. He was soft-spo-
ken and very caring. Children always 
seemed to gravitate towards Ben. He 

loved the water and his dogs. In fact, there wasn’t a body 
of water where he wouldn’t want to jump and swim in. He 
also loved to lift weights.

He is survived by his mother, Susan (Chip) Mullen; 
brothers, Brandon Lowry (Rick) and Jordan (Marisa) Low-
ry; nephews, Garrett and Elias; grandmother, Charlene 
Ohmann; several aunts and uncles; his stepsister, Macken-
zie Mullen; and his father, Keith Lowry (Becky).

Ben was preceded in death by his grandfather, Earl 
Ohmann.

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on July 9, 
2022, at NSPIRE Church, 18097 Sun Park Drive, West-
field. Ben’s care has been entrusted to Randall & Roberts 
Funeral Home.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Minnesota 
State Fair Foundation, 1265 Snelling Ave. North, Saint Paul, 
MN 55108 (msffoundation.org). Ben loved attending the 
Minnesota State Fair with his grandpa, mom and brothers.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Kathleen sandra schwartz
september 1, 1934 – June 24, 2022

Kathleen Sandra Schwartz, 87, went to be with our 
Lord on June 24, 2022, in Noblesville.

Sandra was born on September 1, 
1934, in Indianapolis to Edward Mor-
ris and Beulah Myles.

Sandra graduated from Lawrence 
Central High School in 1952.

Sandra had six children, J. Ed-
gar Schwartz (Tamy) of Salem; Dan 
Schwartz (Sandra) of Arlington; Wanda 
Schwartz (Alison) of Iowa City, Iowa; 

Bill Schwartz of Rocky Comfort, Mo.; Sally Thieme (Ron) 
of Noblesville; and C. Raleigh Schwartz of Davenport, Fla.

Sandra was best known for being a loving sister, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother, and friend. She also loved 
to bowl and play cards and had a strong interest in genealogy.

Sandra is survived by her children; her sister, Mary Sha-
ron Morris; nine grandchildren, Nathan Schwartz, Dustin 
Schwartz, John Schwartz, Leif Galstad, Dentin Schwartz, 
Paul Thieme, Andrew Thieme, Catherine Thieme, and Ev-
elyn Galstad; and six great-grandchildren.

Sandra is preceded in death by her father, Edward Oke-
ley Morris; mother, Beulah Agnes (Myles) Morris; brother, 
James Morris; and three sisters, Theresa Palomino, Loretta 
Morris, and Elizabeth Martin.

A funeral service will be held at noon on Wednesday, 
June 29, 2022, at Cornerstone Lutheran Church, 13450 E. 
116th St., Fishers. Pastor Kevin Thomson will officiate the 
service. Visitation will take place from 10 a.m. to noon on 
Wednesday at the church.

Burial will follow in Oaklawn Memorial Gardens.
Condolences may be shared at hersbergerbozell.com.

Rex alan isenhour
september 13, 1946 – June 22, 2022

Rex Alan Isenhour, 75, Sheridan, passed away on 
June 22, 2022, at Ascension St. Vin-
cent Hospital in Indianapolis. Born 
on September 13, 1946, in Lebanon, 
Ind., he was the son of the late Charles 
Edwin “Ed” and Olive Bell (Swigart) 
Isenhour.

Rex was a 1964 graduate of Sher-
idan High School, where he was 
awarded the Industrial Arts Student 
of the Year. Shortly following grad-

uation, he was recruited by Boyer Electric, training and 
mentoring with them from 1964 to 1973. It was at this 
time that Rex decided to venture out on his own, opening 
Sheridan Heating & Insulation and serving the residents of 
the Sheridan area until his (so called) retirement. Rex was 
a serial entrepreneur, trying his hand at many successful 
ventures throughout the years, including ownership of the 
Sheridan Liquor Store.

Never one to sit still for too long, Rex always made sure 
he took time to enjoy the fruits of his labor. He loved being 
outdoors, and no matter what the season, he always found 
something fun to do. He enjoyed snow skiing and boating, 
but golf was always his sport of choice. He was a mem-
ber of Wild Creek Golf Course, as well as the Ellington at 
Wachesaw East. His favorite activity, however, was getting 
into mischief with his grandsons, for whom Grandpa was 
always a willing partner-in-crime.

Rex was just one of the boys and will be truly missed 
by everyone who was fortunate enough to have known him, 
and lucky enough to call him a friend.

Rex is survived by his wife, Patricia A. (Paddack) Is-
enhour. Rex and Patty were married on July 3, 1965. Also 
surviving is his daughter, Mindy M. Isenhour-Schieman 
(Jason) of Sheridan; grandchildren, Dylan Schieman 
and Troy Schieman, both of Denver; brother, Rodney L. 
“Rod” Isenhour (Karen) of Sheridan; sister, Ruth Ann Isen-
hour-Durbin of Sheridan; nephew, Greg Durbin; and niec-
es, Julie Durbin (Barb) and Rhonda Isenhour.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, 
Charles Ronald “Ron” Isenhour; sister-in-law, Linda Isen-
hour; and nephew, Michael Isenhour.

A Celebration of Rex’s Life will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 30, 2022, at Kercheval Funeral Home, 306 
E. 10th St., Sheridan, with Visitation from 3 p.m. until the 
time of Service. 

Rex made the choice to become and organ and tissue 
donor. In lieu of flowers, his family is requesting that do-
nations and memorial contributions be made to the Indiana 
Donor Network Foundation.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com
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James “Bud” arthur
september 17, 1928 – June 25, 2022

James “Bud” Arthur, 93, Westfield, and formerly of 
Sheridan and Lebanon, passed away 
on Saturday afternoon, June 25, 2022, 
at Compassus Hospice of Indianapolis. 
Born on September 17, 1928, in Ham-
ilton County, he was the son of the late 
Arley Ross and Ruby (Fesmire) Arthur. 

After graduating from Sheridan 
High School with the Class of 1947, 
Bud hired on with Delco Remy for a 
short period of time before the joining 
the United States Army and proudly 
serving his country during the Korean 
War. Upon his return from Korea, he 
went to work as a lineman with Indiana 
Bell and remained with the company 

until his retirement in 1991.
Bud was a member of the Sheridan First United Meth-

odist Church, a 62-year member of the Sheridan Masonic 
Lodge #309, a 32nd Degree Mason with the Grand Lodge 
of Indiana, as well as a member of the Scottish Rite Valley 
of Indianapolis and Murat Temple Shrine.

Bud may have been a lineman by trade, but he was a 
farmer at heart. He loved raising sheep and was very well 
known for his shearing prowess. He also raised chickens, as 
well as quail and pheasants, which he always released when 
the time came. Bud enjoyed gardening very much, and he 
even took up beekeeping to help his garden flourish.

When he had the time, Bud enjoyed traveling, with 
Branson being one of his favorite destinations. No matter 
the length of the trip, there was always time to visit a casi-
no. Bud also made sure his schedule was never so busy that 
he couldn’t get in some occasional fishing. 

Family was always first and foremost in Bud’s mind and 
heart. He loved sharing the fruits of his labor with those he 
loved, especially around the holiday season – giving notes 
such as “your gift this year consists of one dressed hen” to 
family members at Christmas. Another tradition that Bud 
held dear was hosting the Arthur family bonfire and cookout 
every fall. And through his collection of writings, poems, 
and pictures, Bud was able to share his wisdom, compas-
sion, and strong faith with those he loved most in this world.

Bud is survived by his brother, Carl Arthur (Lillian) of 
Costa Rica; and 18 nieces and nephews, along with their 
spouses and children.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Paul 
Arthur; five sisters (and brothers-in-law), Patty Elger and 
husband Noel “Curly” Elger, Elizabeth Burton and hus-
band Phil Burton, Joan A. Perkins and husband Ron Per-
kins, Carol Henderson and husband Richard Henderson, 
and Marietta Pesel and husband Harry Pesel; nieces, Nancy 
Burton Gay and Glenna Henderson Roudebush; and neph-
ew, Mitchel Carl Henderson; and by his longtime friend 
and companion, Carolyn Veach.

Funeral Services will be held at 1 p.m. on Friday, July 
1, 2022, with a Masonic Service being conducted at 12:30 
p.m., at Kercheval Funeral Home, 306 E. 10th St., Sheri-
dan. Visitation will be held from 11 a.m. until the time of 
the Masonic Service. Burial with Military Honors will fol-
low at Summit Lawn Cemetery in Westfield. Pastor John 
Meunier will be officiating.

Throughout Bud’s life he faithfully donated to numer-
ous charitable organizations. In lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be presented to Compassus Hospice, 
Wheeler Mission, Sheridan’s Biddle Park, the American 
Cancer Society, or to the charity of your choice.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com

James Vincel Biddle
april 29, 1939 – June 22, 2022

James Vincel Biddle, 83, Arcadia, passed away on June 
22, 2022, at his home with his family 
at his side.

He was born April 29, 1939, near 
Frankfort, Ind., to Clark and Eva Mae 
(Zetterberg) Biddle. He attended Tip-
ton County schools and graduated 
from Tipton High School with the 
Class of 1957.

James then honorably served his 
country in the U.S. Army for four 
years. He continued serving his coun-
try for 32 years in the U.S. Army Re-
serves where he was a drill sergeant 
training numerous troops. He also 
worked for Steel Parts Corporation in 

Tipton for over 41 years.
He was a long-time member and past commander at Tip-

ton American Legion. He was also a member of the Tipton 
Moose Lodge, Tipton Elks Lodge, and the German-Ameri-
can Club. He loved working in his garden and taking good 
care of his yard. Leisure time would find James watching 
western films, especially those who starred John Wayne. He 
also loved to travel and visited many of America’s National 
Parks plus several European countries.

He married Christa Joan (Wolf) Biddle, who preceded 
him in death. In addition to his wife, he was also preceded 
in death by his parents; a daughter, Johanna Funfer; two 
grandchildren, Andy Rose and Cindy Schafer; sister, Shir-
ley Brown; and brothers, Daniel, Robert and Allen Biddle.

Survivors include daughters, Jeanette (David) Haskall 
of Greenfield, Ind., Sandra (Scott) Deig of Fishers, and Hel-
ena (Jayson) Fasbender of Arcadia; a brother, Leon Biddle 
of Arcadia; and a sister, Beulah Baker of Arcadia; grand-
children, Bryce, Sam, Erick, Michael, Shannon, Jessica, 
Michael David, Christopher, Kevin, Martina, and Svenja, 
plus several great-grandchildren.

Memorial services will be held at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 29, 2022, at Hartley Funeral Home Cicero Chapel, 
209 W. Jackson St., Cicero, with a time of visitation from 
3 p.m. until time of the services. Burial will occur at a later 
date at Fairview Cemetery in Tipton.

Memorial contributions may be made to Tipton Amer-
ican Legion, 129 N. Independence St., Tipton, IN 46072.

You may send condolences at hartleyfuneralhomes.com.

Jon dee Rayle
June 21, 1958 – June 21, 2022

Jon Dee Rayle, 64, Noblesville, passed away on June 
21, 2022, at Seton Hospital In India-
napolis.

He was born on June 21, 1958, in 
Noblesville to Jonathan and Gladys 
(Keith) Rayle. He grew up in the Ci-
cero area and often helped his father 
at Rayle’s Service Station that was 
a landmark in the town. He attended 
Hamilton Heights Schools and grad-
uated with the Class of 1977. He was 
on the football team until knee prob-
lems prevented him from playing, but 
continued in his favorite sport, base-
ball. He furthered his education at the 
Christian Life College of Theology.

Jon honorably served his country in the U.S. Army and 
was stationed at Fort Knox, Ky., Fort Hood, Texas, and 
Garlstedt, Germany, 2nd Armor Division Hell on Wheels, 
Tank Commander. Returning to the States, he worked at 
Rayle’s Union 76 Service Station, Osram Sylvania, and 
lastly at Charles Schwab.

He loved music and was a member of the Gospel Ser-
vants, a gospel quartet that sang for various churches. He 
also wrote music and sang as a soloist.

Jon dearly loved his family, loved spending time with 
them and was looking forward to watching his grandchil-
dren playing sports.

He is survived by his sons, Harrison L. (Cayla) Rayle 
and Seth D (Ashley) Rayle; grandchildren, Jackson Folk-
ner, Lincoln Rayle, Gracen Rayle, Frank Rayle, and Levi 
Rayle; siblings, Vicki (Paul) Achenbach, Lila Rayle, and 
Keith D Rayle; nieces, Kimberly Stackhouse and Melis-
sa Pfaff; nephews, Todd Rayle, Jacen Rayle, and Hunter 
Rayle; and several great-nieces and great-nephews.

His parents preceded him in death.
Funeral services and visitation were held at noon on 

Saturday, June 25, 2022, at Hartley Funeral Home Cicero 
Chapel, 209 W. Jackson St., Cicero, with burial following 
at the Cicero Cemetery.

You may send condolences at hartleyfuneralhomes.com.

Michael allen Kinder
april 22, 1951 – June 24, 2022

Michael Allen Kinder, 71, Arcadia, passed away on 
June 24, 2022, at Riverview Hospital 
in Noblesville.

He was born on April 22, 1951, in 
Lebanon, Ind., to James Donovan and 
Mary Edna (Conaway) Kinder. He was 
educated in Jackson Township Schools 
and graduated from Hamilton Heights 
High School with the Class of 1970.

Mike, as he was fondly known, had 
worked with his parents at their restau-

rant and bar in Arcadia known as Donovan’s Tavern. The 
Tavern was an icon in Arcadia where people gathered to 
eat and socialize. Leisure time would find Mike fishing, 
collecting antique lanterns and antique fishing lures, and 
watching his grandchildren play sports. He also loved and 
looked forward to family gatherings.

He is survived by his son, Michael Jay Kinder of Ci-
cero; his mother, Mary Edna Kinder of Atlanta; grandchil-
dren, Braden, Piper and Carson Kinder; and sisters, Patricia 
Matheny-Bulger of Temperance, Mich., and Vickie Eller of 
Zephyr Hills, Fla.

His father, James Donovan Kinder, and a sister, Terri 
Phifer, preceded him in death.

Funeral services will be held at noon on Saturday, July 
2, 2022, at Arcadia Christian Church, 26901 State Road 19, 
Arcadia, with visitation beginning at 10:30 a.m. Burial will 
occur at a later date at Crown Hill Cemetery near Arcadia.

Memorial contributions may be made to the American 
Lung Association of Indiana, 115 W. Washington St., Suite 
1180 South, Indianapolis, IN 46204. Donation envelopes 
will be available at the Church.

You may send condolences at hartleyfuneralhomes.com.

SHaRe youR NeWS!
Broadcast your community’s news
to readers across Hamilton County

News@ReadTheReporter.com

Michelle Prater
september 28, 1967 – June 27, 2022

Michelle Prater, 54, Noblesville, a wonderful mother 
and friend to so many, passed away on 
Monday, June 27, 2022. She was born 
on September 28, 1967, in Noblesville.

When Michelle was able to work, 
she worked so hard at everything she 
did, including fighting for her life. She 
never gave up her battle with tracheo-
bronchomalacia. She was a strong-
willed woman and an inspiration to 
many.

She enjoyed music and going to concerts. Michelle 
loved animals, especially dolphins, cats and monkeys.

Michelle loved making memories with her daughters. 
She loved her daughters very much.

Michelle is survived by her daughters, Jenna Prater and 
Elissa Prater; and her family cat, Snickers.

She is preceded in death by her mother, Arlis Ann 
(Krick) Prater; sister, Tammy Prater; and the father of her 
daughters, Shawn Wright.

A Celebration of Life will be from noon to 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 5, 2022, at Randall & Robert’s Funeral Home, 
1150 Logan St., Noblesville. Burial will be at Crownland 
Cemetery in Noblesville. The family asks all those attend-
ing to please wear a mask.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Kevin Michael Cole
august 9, 1968 – June 25, 2022

Kevin Michael Cole, 53, Noblesville, passed away on 
Saturday, June 25, 2022, surrounded 
by those he loved the most. He was 
born on August 9, 1968, to Phillip and 
Mary (Lesson) Cole in Richmond, Ind.

Kevin was a 1986 graduate from 
Carmel High School. He received a 
bachelor’s degree from Indiana Uni-
versity in 1991, and a master’s degree 
from Indiana Wesleyan in 1998. Kevin 
was passionate about teaching Spanish, 

which he did for 29 years, 28 of those years at Noblesville 
High School. Kevin was a huge fan of IU basketball and 
football, the Cincinnati Reds, and the Indianapolis Colts. 
Kevin also enjoyed being the voice of Noblesville basket-
ball games. Above all, Kevin enjoyed being the best girl 
dad and boy dad.

He is survived by his wife, Alison Cole; mother, Mary 
Cole; daughter, Emily Cole; son, Alex Cole; brother, Scott 
(Kim) Cole; one niece; several nephews; one great-neph-
ew; and the family dog, Dexter. He will be missed by many 
more family, friends, and the community.

Kevin was preceded in death by his father, Phillip Cole.
Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. on Friday, July 1, 

2022, at Noblesville First United Methodist Church, 2051 
Monument St., Noblesville. Services will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, July 2, 2022, at the church, with Pastor Jill 
Moffett officiating. Private family burial will be at Fairview 
Cemetery in Tipton.

Memorial contributions may be made to Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, 450 Brookline Ave., Boston, MA 02215 
(dana-farber.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com
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Softball success is in Carmel grad’s blood
Former Greyhound champ Kelsi Clark now a winning coach & mother
By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

Kelsi Clark has pretty 
much done it all when it 
comes to playing softball.

She was a member of 
Carmel High School’s state 
championship team back in 
2011, when she was Kelsi 
Jones. Clark then went on 
to play collegiately at the 
University of Louisville, 
and even won a professional 
championship as part of the 
Chicago Bandits in 2015.

Now, Kelsi is known as 
Coach Clark, supervising 
the Harrison Raiders. This 
is her third year of coaching 
at William Henry Harrison 
High School in West Lafay-
ette and it’s been the most 
successful yet, as Harrison 
made its way to the Class 4A 
state championship game, 
which the Raiders played on 
June 11 at Purdue University.

Taking a team to state 
as a young coach is impres-
sive in itself, but it was even 
more remarkable because 
Clark also became a mother 
right at the beginning of the 
season. Her son Cooper was 
born on March 19. 

“Towards the end of my 
pregnancy, we knew we 
were going to be cutting it 
close to the beginning of 
the season,” said Clark. But 
the timing of Cooper’s birth 
worked out perfectly, as it 
took place during Harrison’s 
Spring Break.

Clark was able to get 
back to coaching not long 
after the birth. 

“The coaching part 
seemed easy,” said Clark. 
“They gave me so much 
grace and they were pa-
tient and understanding, 
and as a first-time mom, I 
had no idea what to expect. 
To even think that I could 
have a baby and coach their 
first game 13 days later was 
probably crazy on my part. 
But I couldn’t imagine tak-
ing the season off. I didn’t 
want to do that to the girls. 
I took maternity leave from 
my real job, but I wasn’t 
taking maternity leave from 
coaching.”

Fortunately, Clark had a 
very supportive network of 
family, players, team par-
ents, and an accommodating 
administration with her at 
all times.

“I don’t know how 
many moms offered to hold 
him or walk him around in 
the stroller,” said Clark. “I 
never felt a lack of love and 
support in our little Harrison 
softball community.”

And Cooper found him-
self with a new extended 
family as well. Clark said 
the Harrison players called 
him “their little mascot.” 
He was in the dugout during 
practice. While it was defi-
nitely a crazy season, Clark 
said she couldn’t imagine 
going through the season 
without her newborn.

“All my girls love him, 
and I can’t wait for him to 
grow up in that team atmo-
sphere and just year in and 
year out have a bunch of 

big sisters to love on him,” 
said Clark. “I’m just really 
proud to have been able to 
do that.”

MAGICAL RUN
Having Cooper as their 

mascot made the Raiders’ 
season all the more special. 
Harrison cruised to a 28-2 
season in 2022 on its way to 
the 4A title game. The Raid-
ers beat Avon 7-4 in their 
season-opener, then fell to 
Cathedral 5-2 in their sec-
ond game. Harrison would 
not lose again until the state 
championship, racking up 
27 consecutive victories.

“It was really exciting, 
just because we made it fur-
ther than I think even maybe 
some of our players expected 
coming into this season,” said 
Clark. “Obviously, we had a 
magical run there where we 
won 27 games in a row.”

The coach said during 
the season, the Raiders were 
on cloud nine and didn’t 
look at their success as a 
big, long win streak, but 
instead just took everything 
one game at a time and one 
week at a time. When the 
post-season started, Clark 
told her players to throw 
records out the window, 
“because anybody can beat 
anybody.”

“We can’t let up at any 
point,” said Clark. “They re-
ally embraced it.”

Harrison won the 
McCutcheon sectional, 
claiming its fourth straight 
title by beating Koko-
mo 5-1 in the semi-finals 
and Logansport 8-0 in the 
championship. That sent 
the Raiders down to No-
blesville for the regional 
game, where Harrison beat 
the Millers 5-2 to win its 
first regional since 2013. 
Clark said her team “just 
found ways to win.”

“It was a lot of fun 
watching it all happen, said 
Clark. “You can get caught 

up in the day-to-day coach-
ing and not taking it all in. 
Going into the state champi-
onship game, I really wanted 
to take it in for myself. As a 
player, I have the memories 
from our state champion-
ship run and I really wanted 
to have those memories as a 
coach as well.”

Clark was a senior when 
Carmel won its 4A state ti-
tle in 2011, back when the 
game was at Ben Davis. The 
Greyhounds beat Avon 1-0 
in eight innings. Clark said 
she used her playing expe-
rience “a lot as a coach,” 
noting that for many of her 
players, the state champi-
onship game that Harrison 
played in is the biggest 
game they’ll ever play in. 
She said that “quieting the 
outside noise and soaking in 
the experience” was some-
thing that she preached to 
her girls leading up to the 
big game.

“It’s been 11 years and 
I have memories of that 
game and what came after, 
but I really wish I would’ve 
soaked in that week a little 
more, because it went so 
fast,” said Clark. “Our fans, 
our community, our parents 
really made it special for the 
girls. They did something 
special for them every day. 
That helped them to soak it 
all in and really make mem-
ories that last a lifetime.”

Harrison played Ron-
calli in the 4A state cham-
pionship game. The Royals 
were going for a second 
consecutive state title and 
an unbeaten season, and 
they got it, overwhelming 

the Raiders 16-0. 
Roncalli pitcher Keagan 

Rothrock has been getting 
most of the attention for 
the Royals and continued to 
prove why she is bound for 
the University of Florida, 
striking out 15 while giving 
up just two hits in the cham-
pionship game. 

“Keagan is tremendous 
pitcher,” said Clark. “Hav-
ing played with some of the 
best pitchers in the world, it 
takes a lot to really impress 
me when it comes to pitch-
ing, especially from a high 
school junior. She spun the 
ball really well. She didn’t 
have to overpower us. She 
did enough to move the ball 
through the zone, we didn’t 
really have a shot.”

But it was Roncalli’s 
offense that got everyone’s 
attention, as the Royals set 
new state championship 
records in the three main 
offensive categories. Ron-
calli’s 16 runs were a record, 
and all 16 were RBIs, anoth-
er record. The Royals got a 
record 18 hits as well.

“They came out and 
hit the ball better than any 
team I saw this season,” said 
Clark. “When they were hit-
ting the ball, they definitely 
weren’t missing. Every ball 
was hit hard. And that’s a 
statement to them as a hit-
ting team.”

Even with the defeat 
to Roncalli, it was still an 
amazing year for Harrison. 
Clark was named as the 
coach of the Raiders for 
the 2020 season, but that 
year was canceled due to 
COVID. So, over the past 

two seasons, Clark has a 
49-10 record as the Raid-
ers’ coach. 

Clark wants to continue 
to develop high standards 
for the Harrison team. The 
Raiders have won 20 sec-
tional titles overall, but only 
seven regional titles. 

“To be able to move on 
to regionals and to be able 
to compete in regionals are 
totally different things,” 
said Clark. “We’ve won 
our sectional four consec-
utive seasons, four sec-
tional championships, but 
not much to show for it. I 
was really just laying the 
groundwork for the kind 
of program that I wanted to 
have, and that was one that 
expected championships.” 

Clark said she doesn’t 
think a program can be suc-
cessful if it is setting the bar 
at a sectional champion-
ship being enough. “We do 

things a little bit different-
ly,” she said, and that seems 
to be carrying over to her 
players.

“For the first time, they 
were going through prac-
tice with a championship 
mentality,” said Clark. “We 
weren’t accepting mediocri-
ty. We were doing things the 
right way.”

That includes every-
thing Clark has learned 
throughout her career – as a 
high school, college and pro 
player. “It would be silly to 
not use that experience,” 
she said.

And that experience is 
making things fun and ex-
citing for Harrison, both for 
players and some veteran 
coaches alike, including one 
of Clark’s volunteer assis-
tant coaches, 78-year-old 
Frank Knox – “this season 
was the best time of his 
life,” said Clark.

Photos provided
Harrison softball coach Kelsi Clark will never forget the Raiders’ 2022 
season. Clark became a mother right at the beginning of the season, 
then coached Harrison to a 28-2 record, including a trip to the Class 4A 
state championship game.

The REPORTER
Noblesville boys golf 

star Will Perkins is head-
ed to the University of 
Southern Indiana.

The “Miller Boys 
Golf” Twitter account 
announced Perkins’ com-

mitment to the Scream-
ing Eagles in a Monday 
tweet. The recent Millers 
graduate placed fifth at 
the IHSAA state meet two 
weeks ago at Prairie View 
Golf Club in Carmel, 
earning All-State honors.

Noblesville’s Perkins 
commits to USI

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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MLB standings
Tuesday’s scores

Cleveland 3, Minnesota 2
Minnesota 6, Cleveland 0

Washington 3, Pittsburgh 1
Atlanta 5, Philadelphia 3

N.Y. Yankees 2, Oakland 1
Toronto 6, Boston 5

Houston 9, N.Y. Mets 1
Milwaukee 5, Tampa Bay 3

St. Louis 5, Miamie 3
Cincinnati 5, Chicago Cubs 3

Texas 8, Kansas City 3
Colorado 7, L.A. Dodgers 4

Late games:
Chicago White Sox at L.A. Angels

San Diego at Arizona
Detroit at San Francisco

Baltimore at Seattle

American League
East W L PCT. GB
N.Y. Yankees 55 20 0.733 -
Toronto 42 32 0.568 12.5
Boston 42 33 0.560 13.0
Tampa Bay 40 33 0.548 14.0
Baltimore 35 40 0.467 20.0
Central W L PCT. GB
Minnesota 43 34 0.558 -
Cleveland 37 34 0.521 3.0
Chicago White Sox 34 38 0.472 6.5
Detroit 28 44 0.389 12.5
Kansas City 26 47 0.356 15.0
West W L PCT. GB
Houston 46 27 0.630 -
Texas 36 37 0.493 10.0
L.A. Angels 36 40 0.474 11.5
Seattle 34 41 0.453 13.0
Oakland 25 51 0.329 22.5

National League
East W L PCT. GB
N.Y. Mets 47 28 0.627 -
Atlanta 43 32 0.573 4.0
Philadelphia 39 36 0.520 8.0
Miami 33 40 0.452 13.0
Washington 29 48 0.377 19.0
Central W L PCT. GB
Milwaukee 43 33 0.566 -
St. Louis 43 34 0.558 0.5
Pittsburgh 29 45 0.392 13.0
Chicago Cubs 28 46 0.378 14.0
Cincinnati 26 47 0.356 15.5
West W L PCT. GB
L.A. Dodgers 45 28 0.616 -
San Diego 45 30 0.600 1.0
San Francisco 39 33 0.542 5.5
Arizona 33 41 0.446 12.5
Colorado 33 42 0.440 13.0

WNBA 
standings
Tuesday’s scores

Washington 92, Atlanta 74 Minnesota 92, Dallas 64

Team W L PCT. GB
Las Vegas 14 4 0.778 -
Chicago 13 5 0.722 1.0
Connecticut 13 6 0.684 1.5
Seattle 11 7 0.611 3.0
Washington 13 9 0.591 3.0
Dallas 9 11 0.450 6.0
New York 8 10 0.444 6.0
Atlanta 8 11 0.421 6.5
Phoenix 8 12 0.400 7.0
Los Angeles 7 11 0.389 7.0
Minnesota 6 14 0.300 9.0
Indiana 5 15 0.250 10.0

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Josie Taylor has committed to play soccer at Lee University. (Front row, from left) Stephanie Taylor (mother), Josie Taylor, and J.D. 
Taylor (father). (Back row, from left) Kristin Hetzel (Noblesville Girls’ Soccer Assistant Coach), Jack Taylor (brother), Mike Brady (Noblesville Girls’ 
Soccer Head Coach), and Jake Hart (Noblesville Soccer Goalkeepers’ Coach).

Noblesville’s Josie Taylor headed to Lee
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