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Today: Partly sunny, hot and humid.
Isolated shower or storm possible.

Tonight: Partly cloudy. Spotty
showers and storms overnight.

Noblesville Schools names
Dan Hile new superintendent
Northeastern Indiana’s Superintendent of the Year will start July 1
The REPORTER

Noblesville Schools an-
nounced Wednesday that Dr. 
Daniel Hile has been named the 
district’s new superintendent, 
replacing Dr. Beth Niedermeyer 
who is retiring at the end of this 
month. The Noblesville Schools 
Board of Trustees unanimously 
voted to approve the hiring of 
Hile at a special session held 
Wednesday evening. His con-
tract begins July 1. 

Hile, who was named the 
2022 Northeastern Indiana Su-
perintendent of the Year, takes 
on the top Noblesville role from 
his current position as superin-
tendent of Smith-Green Com-
munity Schools in Churubusco, 
Ind. Located approximately 15 
miles northwest of Fort Wayne, 
Hile also served previously as 
a principal, assistant principal, 
and teacher in Churubusco. 

“The Noblesville community 
told us they wanted a trustworthy, 
approachable school leader 
with strong communication and 
problem-solving skills,” said 
Dr. Joe Forgey, president of the 
Noblesville Schools Board of 
Trustees. “Dan rose to the top of 

Meet your new superintendent

By STU CLAMPITT
news@readthereporter.com

Noblesville Schools’ new 
superintendent, Dr. Daniel 
Hile, was hired by the Board 
of Trustees with a unanimous 
vote on Wednesday evening. 
Hile spoke to The Reporter 
about what brought him to this 
community, and he answered 
questions about some difficult 
topics in modern education. 

Hile’s path 
to Noblesville 

Hile said he began his ed-
ucational career in the music 
department teaching choir 
and show choir for eight 
years. He then moved to a 
position as assistant principal 
in Middlebury Community 
Schools at Northridge High 
School and later as superin-
tendent of Smith-Green Com-
munity Schools.

“When Dr. Niedermeyer 
stated her intent to retire earli-
er this year, I felt kind of called 
to look at this opportunity,” 
Hile said. “Obviously I’m 
very glad I did. Noblesville 
is such an amazing district. 
It’s a well-known top-tier dis-
trict and one that has so many 
exciting things going on that 
I’m just very humbled that I 
am even sitting here speaking 
with you today.”

Hile told The Report-
er each of his moves within 

the education system felt like 
things he was called to do: 
First to move from direct edu-
cation to the administration in 
the role of assistant principal, 
then to a superintendent role in 
northeastern Indiana, and now 
to the Noblesville district. 

Hile spoke highly of the 
legacy of Dr. Niedermeyer, not-
ing that when he asks people in 
the community what they think 
needs to be improved, most 

Hile

See Interview . . . Page 3See Super . . . Page 3

Apples & seed
I recently read a 

letter from my moth-
er, and it contained 
this quote: “Anyone 
can count the seeds 
in an apple, but only 
God can count the ap-
ples in a seed.” That 
quote reminded me of 
my grandma. Several 
years ago, I asked her 
to write her autobiogra-
phy and after some coaxing, she did. Grand-
ma wrote down all the main events and then 
said, “That’s all I’m going to write.” Grand-
ma kept her word. 

For years my grandma regaled my 
mother with her life and times. Later, moth-
er wished she had written grandma’s biog-
raphy and included some of the stories. It’s 
too late now for the details as many events 
are no longer available. 

Back to the apples. Grandma was not 
often down in the dumps, but she had her 
days. She told my mother of one such time. 

Her good friend, a high school pal, had 
gone to China as a missionary. Both girls 
had gone to college and Grandma had just 
taught her first year at the Smith School, 
where my father eventually taught the last 
year this one-room schoolhouse was open. 

After the third year of teaching, Grand-
ma worked in the County Auditor’s office 
for over a year. Next came marriage. Two 
little ones came along during the seven 
years that followed. The down-in-the-
dumps instance came sometime later. 

Evidently Grandma had had a letter from 
her missionary friend. She was feeling sorry 
for herself and complained to Grandpa that 
she had never done anything worthwhile. 
He had a different idea and began listing all 
the things she had done. Then he played his 
final card, “Just look at these two healthy 
children we brought into the world.” He 
could have said “only God can count the 
apples in a seed.”

ray adler
Ask Adler

COlUMNIST

See Apple & Seed . . . Page 2

Photo provided
Hamilton County Sheriff Dennis Quakenbush held a fundraiser at the Turner James Car Room, 1030 South 
Range Line Road, Carmel, to promote his campaign for re-election as sheriff. The event included light 
appetizers, live jazz music and classic cars, while raising money to “Keep Hamilton County Safe!” (Above) 
Hamilton County Republican Party Chair Mario Massillamany (left) and Sheriff Quakenbush (right) took a 
moment for quick photo at the fundraiser.

Quakenbush campaign cruises along

Community First Bank will hold free
lunchtime shred event at Westfield branch
The REPORTER

Community First Bank of 
Indiana (CFB) will play host to 
a Free Shred Day open to the 
community on Tuesday, June 21 
at its branch located at 707 E. 
State Road 32, Westfield.

All are welcomed to drive 
through the branch parking lot 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to drop 
off boxes of documents to be 
securely shredded with PRO-
SHRED Security.

Over time, unused docu-
ments like medical records, 
credit card statements and bills 
can build up in a home or office 
and pose a security threat. En-
suring that all of these are prop-
erly disposed of by using docu-
ment shredding can prevent this 
personal information from fall-
ing into the wrong hands.

CFB’s Free Shred Days are 
part of the bank’s commitment 
to supporting its communities. 

Photo provided by CFB
All are welcome to shred personal documents on June 21 at Community First Bank.See Shred . . . Page 2

Aasen says 
“no” to puppy, 

kitten mills
The REPORTER 

Changes to city code would make 
Carmel the largest city in the state of 
Indiana to prohibit the sale of cats or 
dogs in pet stores.

P r o p o s e d 
amendments to 
city ordinance, 
sponsored by City 
Councilor Adam 
Aasen, would still 
allow responsible, 
licensed breeders 
to sell animals di-
rectly to consum-
ers within city limits. The new policy 
would not prevent pet stores from col-
laborating with animal care facilities or 
rescue organizations to offer space to 
showcase adoptable cats or dogs. 

Aasen said this change is needed 
because many pet stores who sell cats 
and dogs obtain their inventory from 
unlicensed puppy mills, many of which 
are out of state. One study from PAWS, 
an animal nonprofit, estimates 90 per-
cent of dogs and cats sold at pet stores 
are obtained from puppy mills.

"The Carmel City Council has al-
ready prohibited puppy mills from op-
erating in our city limits and we already 
prohibited pet stores from sourcing their 
animals from puppy mills," Aasen said. 
"This simple change takes the next step 
to protect animals and discourage abuse 
and mistreatment. This law would be 
actually easier for our city to enforce 
because we wouldn't have to track 
down where the animals are obtained 
from, which can often be out of state."

No pet stores in Carmel currently 
sell cats or dogs, meaning no existing 
businesses would have to change their 
practices. While the problem doesn't 
currently exist in Carmel, Aasen said 
the city has a history of being proactive 
rather than reactive.

"These stores do exist on our city's 
borders in neighboring municipalities 
and so this fear isn't unfounded," Aasen 
said. "By making this change, we can 
prevent a problem before it happens."

Aasen

See Puppy Mills . . . Page 2

Dr. Daniel Hile talks to The Reporter about 
CRT, gender identity issues & school safety

https://readthereporter.com
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There is a limit of five boxes to be shred-
ded per vehicle, and the event will end once 
the shred truck is full. All documents will 
be shredded on-site and 100 percent of the 
paper is recycled and eventually made into 
other paper products. Three-ring binders 
cannot be shredded.

Donations will be welcomed to sup-
port Westfield Youth Assistance Program 
(WYAP), which was formed in 2009 to 
serve as an early intervention advocate for 
youth ages 3 to 17 who are facing challeng-
ing life circumstances. 

For more information visit CFBindi-
ana.com/shred.

Shred
from Page 1

Fines could be up to 
$2,500 per offense. Multi-
ple violations could lead the 
City of Carmel to seek an in-
junction to shut the business 
down.

Aasen said pet stores can 
make a lot of money without 
selling cats or dogs. Most 
make their money from 
selling food, supplies, etc. 
and the sale of animals rep-
resents a very small percent-
age. According to the World 
Pet Association, in 2019 
pet stores that only sold dry 
goods reported more to-
tal revenue per square foot 
($403) than those that sold 
animals ($246).

Aasen said this ordi-
nance is not meant to punish 
breeders, and, in fact, the 
American Kennel Club says 
they "believe the best way 
for a person to obtain a new 
pet is through personal inter-
action with the pet’s breeder 
and the pet under consid-
eration." Most breeders 
clubs' Code of Ethics state 
that their breeders refuse to 
sell their dogs to pet deal-
ers or any other commercial 
sources of distribution.

Puppy mills breed dogs 
and cats in dirty, unsanitary 
conditions with little to no 
veterinary care. Mothers 
are bred every heat cycle 
and are usually killed when 
they can no longer produce. 
Many puppy mills do not 
practice humane euthana-
sia. Dogs are killed in cruel 
ways, including shooting or 
drowning.

Puppies are taken from 
their mothers too young and 
can develop serious health 
or behavioral issues due to 
the conditions in which they 
are bred and shipped.

"When I was a news-
paper reporter in Florida, I 
personally saw police seize 
dogs from a puppy mill," 
Aasen said. "These dogs had 
to be shaved because they 
had matted fur. They were 
dangerously skinny. The 
smell was terrible. It was an 
awful scene."

Puppy mills contribute 
to pet overpopulation and 
every time an animal is 
brought to the Humane So-
ciety for Hamilton County, 
it costs taxpayers of the city 
from which it came.

Animals brought to 
shelters outside of Hamil-
ton County are often euth-
anized. Three million dogs 
are euthanized in animal 
shelters nationwide every 
year.

Other Indiana commu-
nities with similar laws in 
place include: 

• St. Joseph County
• Columbus
• Dyer
• Highland
• Crown Point
• Bloomington
• Munster
• Lake Station
• Whiting
• Hebron
• Schererville (zoning)
• East Chicago
Citizens with ques-

tions or concerns can reach 
out to Councilor Aasen at 
aaasen@carmel.in.gov.

City Councilor Adam Aas-
en (R-SE District) represents 
southeast Carmel, which is 
east of Keystone Parkway and 
north of 96th Street. The dis-
trict borders the north along 
Main Street from Keystone to 
Gray Road and along 126th 
Street from Gray to the east-
ern city limits.

Praise the Lord that Grand-
ma had those children! Hardly a 
week passed that Mom and Dad 
didn’t meet someone who was 
pleased to see their old school-
teacher, Tom Adler. The com-
ments ran something like this: 
“I learned more math in your 
class than any place else.” “My 
kids and grandkids sure need a 
teacher like you.” “You’re the 
best teacher I ever had.” 

When a mother thanked my 
dad for not smoking, she said 
her husband always smoked 

and her boys didn’t smoke be-
cause their teacher didn’t. 

The archaic one-room 
schoolhouses (and today’s 
small schools) may have had a 
few advantages over the bigger 
ones. Plus, they didn’t seem to 
have the same bad influences 
that are so prevalent in the larg-
er schools today. The results 
speak for themselves. Among 
my father’s former pupils are 
doctors, lawyers, nurses, me-
chanics, farmers, salespersons, 
teachers, barbers, beauty op-

erators, postal employees, bus 
drivers, pre-surgeons, and – if 
money is your criterion – sev-
eral millionaires. The list is too 
long to continue. 

There is scarcely a service 
my parents needed that a former 
student could not provide. From 
grocer to mechanic to heart spe-
cialist, my father’s students did 
literally everything. Toward the 
end of my parents’ lives, they 
saw their grandchildren enter-
ing the business world. 

Like Grandpa, my par-

ents had a final card. They had 
three healthy children. Mother 
remarked once about the num-
ber of lives our family have 
touched. “One apple – how 
many seeds? How many lives 
are touched?” How wonderful 
that God can count the apples 
in a seed.

Educational material and 
not legal advice, written by the 
team at Adler attorneys. Email 
andrea@noblesvilleattorney.
com with questions or com-
ments.

Puppy Mills
from Page 1

Apples & Seed
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Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday June 17 
Troye Kinnette on keyboard

 Reservations Recommended 

Business Cards

Moose Lodge #540
950 Field Drive, Noblesville

(317) 773-9916

The Time 
Travelers 

7 - 11 p.m. 
Saturday, June 18

Bingo Monday at 6:30pm 
Poker Thursday & Saturday at 12pm 

(Lic. #001812) 
Euchre Thursday at 6:30pm

lodge guesTs Welcome
people struggle to answer. 
He credits that to Nieder-
meyer’s work.

“She’s done so many 
great things here and in 
the district already,” Hile 
said. “In the first year or so 
my focus is going to be on 
relationships and getting 
to know everyone in this 
community as best I can. 
I want to fully understand 
what the norms are here. 
How does this community 
operate and what is import-
ant to everyone here? I am 
not a leader who thinks my 
job is to come in here and 
make a bunch of changes, 
especially in a district like 
Noblesville where things are 
already going so well.”

Critical Race 
Theory

“If I am being honest, 
when this first became a top-
ic a year or so ago, I think I 
speak for most of my peers 
in saying we were kind of 
caught off guard in a lot of 
ways because it was some-
thing that none of us even 
knew what it was,” Hile 
said. “We all had to do some 
learning right alongside our 
communities.”

Now that he and oth-
er educators have learned 
about Critical Race Theory 
and seen it become both a 
controversial and misunder-
stood topic, Hile told The 
Reporter in clear terms that 
he does not see a place for it 
in Noblesville schools. 

“From everything I un-
derstand about what Critical 
Race Theory is, is that it is 
not something that is taught 
in our public schools, and 
it shouldn’t be,” Hile said. 
“It is a very advanced way 
of taking a look at society 
and it is not something that 
public schools should be 
doing. It does not match our 
academic standards here in 
the state of Indiana, so it is 
not something that we teach 
nor is it anything I have any 
intention of having in our 
Noblesville schools either.” 

Gender Identity
When asked about the 

challenges surrounding the 
debate over how to handle 

the gender identity discus-
sion, Hile said it is a compli-
cated issue and stressed that 
he wants to learn what No-
blesville wants, rather than 
coming to his new role with 
a preset agenda.  

“As a newcomer to 
the Noblesville communi-
ty I will need to see where 
things already are,” Hile 
said. “This is not a topic 
many folks have spoken to 
me about yet, so I have a 
lot of learning to do about 
the work that has already 
been done and what are the 
norms and expectations of 
this community on that.”

Hile said in this area, as 
in others, his focus is about 
the quality of education and 
making schools a safe place 
for kids to be who they are.

“At the end of the day, 
regardless of what the spe-
cific approaches will be, I 
would hope that our focus 
always remains on making 
sure that every child who 
attends our schools and 
walks through those doors 
every day feels welcome, 
feels loved, feels cared for, 
feels accepted,” Hile said. 
“I know there are a lot of 
other factors in this partic-
ular issue, and a commu-
nity can feel very strongly 
on one side or the other or 
sometimes right down the 
middle. But at the end of 
the day I hope that we work 
through those conversa-
tions and see where things 
go nationally. I hope that 
we don’t lose sight of the 
fact that we still want chil-
dren to feel loved. We still 

want children to feel safe. 
They should feel like they 
can come to school ready 
to learn and not feel that 
they’ve been pushed aside 
or made to feel less.”

Hile noted that he had 
not given The Reporter a 
specific answer and said that 
was because he wants to 
handle this, and other issues, 
in the way the community 
wants them handled. 

“At the end of the day, 
different communities see 
this issue very differently and 
I think we all know that,” 
Hile told The Reporter. “I 
think it would be presump-
tive of me to give a strong an-
swer one way or the other be-
fore I truly understand what 
conversations have already 
happened and where we are 
in Noblesville right now.”

School safety
“I don’t think there is a 

school in the United States 
where school safety isn’t 
at the front of their minds,” 
Hile said. “Different cities 
have different perspectives 
on what that means and what 
they are ready to put into 
place or not. At my previous 
district, we had taken a pret-
ty hard look at school safety. 
We made a lot of improve-
ments to our facilities and to 
a lot of those physical things 
that I know a lot of schools 
have looked at and changed 
a lot of procedures.”

According to Hile, No-
blesville is one of the dis-
tricts that many others in 
the state have looked to as a 
leader in school safety. 

“A lot of the conversa-
tions that happened right 
here in this community im-
pact what the rest of us did 
and is what we began to 
follow,” Hile said. “We all 
learned a lot from that un-
fortunate incident that the 
Noblesville community had 
to go through. I’m very ex-
cited to get here and contin-
ue learning from the inside 
on some of those conversa-
tions that have happened, 
what are some of the lessons 
that were learned.” 

Director of Marketing 
and Communications Mar-
nie Cook told The Reporter, 
“Since the school shooting, 
we have implemented over 50 
different safety enhancements 
for Noblesville schools, in-
cluding being one of only a 
few districts with full time 
NPD resource officers in all 
of our schools. These en-
hancements are thanks to 
funding from the 2018 com-
munity referendum.” 

Click here to see a full 
list of those enhancements.

Hile told The Reporter 
several times that he wants 
to hear from people in the 
community and build good 
relationships with the peo-
ple and organizations here. 
Once his work email and 
work phone number are as-
signed and publicly avail-
able, The Reporter will pass 
them along. 

Superintendent Hile 
posted a public video mes-
sage to his new community 
on Wednesday evening. You 
can watch it at this link.

our candidate pool as some-
one who exhibited not only 
these strengths, but who also 
brings skills in planning, 
engagement, and financial 
management. We’re happy 
to welcome him to the No-
blesville Schools family and 
are confident he will contin-
ue to grow our success into 
the future.”

Hile said he’s ready to 
lead Noblesville Schools, 
but he wants to ensure he 
understands exactly what 
the wider community wants 
in its public school system.

“Noblesville Schools 
is well-known and highly 
respected throughout the 
state,” Hile said. “I’m hum-
bled and excited to have this 

opportunity to be part of 
such an outstanding school 
culture and community. Re-
lationships are central to ev-
erything we do as educators, 
and I look forward to meet-
ing and building strong con-
nections with Noblesville 
students, staff, families, and 
community members.”  

Noblesville Mayor Chris 
Jensen said that “the com-
munity is grateful to Dr. Beth 
Niedermeyer and appreci-
ates everything she has done 
for Noblesville Schools.” 
Jensen added “I want to wel-
come Dr. Daniel Hile and his 
family to Noblesville. A pas-
sionate advocate for public 
education, Hile is known for 
his leadership, communica-

tions, professionalism, and 
community involvement and 
I look forward to working 
with him.” 

Hile has served on sev-
eral boards including the 
American Association of 
School Administrators, In-
diana Association of Public 
School Superintendents, 
Northeast Indiana Pub-
lic Schools Association, 
Northeast Indiana Regional 
Partnership, and the Pur-
due University Educational 
Leadership and Policy Stud-
ies Advisory Board. 

He has also collaborat-
ed with the Whitley Coun-
ty Economic Development 
Council, Churubusco Rotary 
Club, Churubusco Chamber 

of Commerce, Churubusco 
Redevelopment Council, 
and the Churubusco Main 
Street Committee. 

In addition to a doctor-
ate in educational leadership 
from Purdue University, 
where he has also served as 
a guest lecturer, Hile also 
holds a master’s degree in 
education administration 
from Indiana University Fort 
Wayne, and a bachelor’s 
degree in music education 
from Indiana University. 

Hile, his wife Jana, and 
their two children plan to 
relocate to Noblesville. 
His son will attend Nobles-
ville High School and his 
daughter will be a college 
student.

Interview
from Page 1

Super
from Page 1

MeeTING NoTICe
Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) The Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 

will meet on Thursday, June 23, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. This meeting will be held in 
Conference Room 1A, One Hamilton County Square, Noblesville, Indiana. The 
purpose of the meeting is for discussion of the proposed domestic violence shelter.

/s/ Robin M. Mills
Hamilton County Auditor

R862 6/16/22, 6/20/22
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in concert          with nature!

Cool Creek Park, 2000 East 151st Street, Carmel/Westfield
Due to COVID-19 uncertainties, event details may change based on information provided by health officials.

Adults - $5  |  12 & Under - Free
Select Fridays at 7pm | Gates open at 6pm
Tickets & discounts at myhamiltoncountyparks.com

THE FLYING
TOASTERS

JUNE 17

C oncert series partners:

Proudly presented by

By

The Train’s A Comin’!
HEY KIDS! Hop aboard our new trackless train
for a fun (and free) ride during this park event!
All children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult.

Thanks to Hamilton County Parks & Ashlin Hadden Insurance

RIDE THE RAILS!

Be the First!

Celebrate Father’s Day!

Saturday, June 11, 2022
10am       11:15am       12:30pm

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

SUNRISE EXPRESS:
Donuts and Dads

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta.

 Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

Be one of the first to depart from our 
new Hobbs Station at Forest Park Depot. 

Take a celebratory 45-minute ride on 
our historic train while enjoying the 

scenic countryside. Plan for some extra 
time before and after the ride to browse 

the new gift shop and play at the 
railroad themed playground.

Climb aboard and enjoy a donut and
 a 75-minute train ride with dad!

NickelPlateExpress.com

Visit NickelPlateExpress.com for tickets

Saturday, June 18, 2022  10am  11:30am

Visit NickelPlateExpress.com for tickets

Wine. Cheese. Cheers.

UNCORKED EXPRESS:
with Sugar Creek Winery

Sip on a dry red or relax with a sweet 
rosé in our 1956 Santa Fe Dining car.

Saturday, June 18, 2022  1pm  3pm

Visit NickelPlateExpress.com for tickets

GRAND OPENIN
G
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The REPORTER
U.S. Rep. Victoria Spartz 

(R-Ind.-05) announced 
Tuesday the names of six 
outstanding nominees from 
Indiana’s Fifth Congressio-
nal District who were ap-
pointed and have accepted 
to attend the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, the U.S. Naval 
Academy and West Point. 

“It’s critical that our 
military remains the best 
trained, best equipped, and 
most importantly, the best 
lead military force in the 
world,” Rep. Spartz said. 
“I know these outstanding 
nominees will represent In-
diana, and our nation well.”

Every applicant was 

interviewed and then rig-
orously evaluated by the 
nomination committee on 
a variety of factors includ-
ing academic and athletic 
achievements, extra-curric-
ular activities, character, and 
motivation. 

Interested high school 

students residing in Indi-
ana’s Fifth Congressional 
District can apply for up-
coming class nominations 
at this link and submit their 
applications no later than 
Oct. 14, 2022.

For more information, 
visit spartz.house.gov.

U.S. Air Force Academy
Ellison Nou – Carmel, Hamilton County

Samuel Schmidt – Westfield, Hamilton County
Scott Winger – Hartford City, Blackford County

 U.S. Naval Academy 
John Sheddy – Fishers, Hamilton County
Grace Sullivan – Carmel, Hamilton County

 West Point
Reid Wesley – Zionsville, Boone County

Four Hamilton County 
nominees will attend

U.S. military academies

The REPORTER 
Indiana Attorney Gen-

eral Todd Rokita encourag-
es Hoosiers to avoid scams 
by being mindful as they 
prepare for out-of-town 
summer vacations. To en-
sure your time away is as 
safe as possible, use caution 
to avoid crafty scammers.  

“When planning your 
vacation this summer, re-
member anyone can be the 
target of a scam,” Rokita 
said. “Often, when a deal 
seems too good to be true, 
it is. Be on the lookout for 
heavily discounted amuse-
ment park tickets, condos, 
and hotel rentals.” 

Rokita shared the fol-
lowing list of tips to avoid 
common vacation scams: 

• Avoid 
h igh -p re s su re 
sales pitches be-
fore you book a 
trip. 

• Be extra 
cautious when 
booking through 
an unfamiliar 
company. Check 
the Better Busi-
ness Bureau ratings and 
research the name online to 
see if there are any allega-
tions of scams. 

• Read the fine print 
in the contract before you 
sign it. It will tell you about 
the conditions under which 
the operator can change or 
cancel the trip and the rules 
and penalties for cancella-
tion. 

• Pay by cred-
it card. It gives 
you more protec-
tion than cash or 
checks. 

• Use good 
judgment when 
sharing about 
your trip on so-
cial media. Con-
sider changing 

your online privacy settings 
while on your trip. 

• Lock your valuables, 
including personal infor-
mation, in your trunk or 
hotel safe. 

If you believe you have 
been the victim of a vaca-
tion scam, file a complaint 
at indianaconsumer.com 
with Attorney General 
Rokita’s office.

rokita

AG Rokita reminds Hoosiers
to stay safe from summer scams

ReadtheReporter.com

Kids love riding the
Nickel Plate Express

Photo provided
Hamilton County Sheriff’s Department Support Division Captain Scott Goff and his family were 
among the first Nickel Plate Express riders to depart from Hobbs Station in Noblesville’s Forest Park 
last Saturday. Goff was kind enough to send The Reporter this sweet Caroline snapshot from the trip. 
She certainly seems to enjoy the view from those 1950s Santa Fe Railroad Hi-Level cars! If you ride 
the train and want to see your photos in the newspaper, email them to News@ReadTheReporter.com.

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://spartz.house.gov/services/military-academy-nominations
https://spartz.house.gov/
http://indianaconsumer.com/
https://readthereporter.com
mailto:news%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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317-815-9387 • WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG
TICKETS ON SALE NOW

FRIDAY, JUNE 10TH – 7:30 PM
SATURDAY, JUNE 11TH  – 7:30 PM
SUNDAY, JUNE 12TH  – 2:30 PM
FRIDAY, JUNE 17TH  – 7:30 PM
SATURDAY, JUNE 18TH   – 7:30 PM
SUNDAY, JUNE 19TH  – 2:30 PM

DEATH OF  
A DEAD GUY

by William L. Bowman, Jr.

TICKETS:  
$18 FOR ADULTS, 

$16 FOR SENIORS (62+)  
AND STUDENTS

VENUE:
CARMEL FRIENDS CHURCH

651 W MAIN ST, CARMEL, IN 46032

AN EVENING OF MURDERS.
MAYBE NOT.

POSSIBLY.
WE’RE NOT SURE.
BUT PROBABLY.

A Medley of

Murders

CHEATING DEATH
by Kamron Klitgaard

MURDER AT  
THE ART SHOW
by Michael Druce

A CCP RISING STAR PRODUCTION
featuring some of the finest local youth talent.

Directed by Tanya Haas

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer: Carmel “doubles 
down” on debt despite 

$115M revenue shortage
Dear Editor:
Five years ago, the bond rating firm Standard & 

Poor’s warned, “In our view, [Carmel runs] the risk of 
high leverage and a heavy dependence on sometimes 
more-volatile tax increment revenues, we feel the city’s 
crowded budget and high fixed costs leave it vulnerable 
to unanticipated economic or operating swings.”

It’s 2022 and the unanticipated has arrived. Big time.
Data the city provides the state by statute indicates 

that, over the last decade, central planners have spent 
$70 million more per year than they have taken in.

Revenues of $3.37 billion compared to expendi-
tures of $3.44 billion are largely due to the $115 million 
shortfall in revenues reported by the redevelopment 
group in just the last four years (when the State of Indi-
ana ordered Carmel to break out redevelopment financ-
es from city operations).

Far from heeding good advice, city progressives 
have doubled down on debt and are trying fruitlessly to 
rename large chunks of it “developer-backed bonds,” as 
if renaming debt pays it off.

The mayor remains mute as to his plan to reverse 
course even as interest rates and government-induced 
inflation climb.

Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include 
your phone number and city of residence. The 

Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Actors Theatre of Indiana to 
hold evening of music, comedy 
at Feinstein’s Cabaret in Carmel

The REPORTER
Actors Theatre of In-

diana is bringing Darrin 
Murrell and John Vessels 
back to the stage in Carmel, 
but this time on the Fein-
stein’s stage at the Hotel 
Carmichael.

Murrell and Vessels re-
cently joined pianist Brent 
Marty starring in ATI’s 
hit production of The Big 
Bang. The two men are 
veterans of musical theater 
and comedy stages locally, 
regionally and nationally.

JUST A COUPLE OF 
FOOLS: A Vaudeville Cab-
aret! is a fast, funny and 
ridiculous laugh riot cele-
brating the history of com-
edy with songs, jokes and 
sketches from the Golden 
Age of entertainment. 

Murrell and Vessels are 
joined again by Brent Mar-
ty for an evening of music 
and comedy paying tribute 
to the Vaudeville Stars of 
the 1920s. This rapid-fire, 
nostalgic performance 
combines slapstick humor, 
outrageous physical come-
dy, hilarious novelty songs 
and old-time favorites. The 
show features classic com-
edy routines from Abbott 
& Costello, Hope & Cros-
by, Laurel & Hardy and 
The Marx Brothers as well 
as over 20 songs including 

“Ain’t She Sweet,” “Hel-
lo My Baby,” “Toot, Toot 
Tootsie” and “By the Light 
of the Silvery Moon.”

Guests will spend the 
evening sharing memories 
and laughs in a small inti-
mate venue that offers the 
perfect "front row" seat – no 
matter where you are.

JUST A COUPLE OF 
FOOLS: A Vaudeville Cab-
aret! takes place Thursday, 
June 23. Doors open at 5:30 
p.m. with the show begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. Dinner 
and drinks are available be-
fore the show. Feinstein’s 
Cabaret is located within 
The Hotel Carmichael at 1 

Carmichael Square, Carmel. 
Tickets are available online 
at feinsteinshc.com.

Photo provided
Darrin Murrell (left) and John Vessels (right) will have you rolling with 
the fast-paced Vaudeville comedy and song of classics such as Abbott & 
Costello, Hope & Crosby, Laurel & Hardy, and The Marx Brothers.

Submitted
Research shows that the 

average student loses 17 
to 34 percent of the prior 
year’s learning gains during 
summer break.* If your 
child already struggles with 
reading, this percentage 
could rise even higher.

This doesn’t have to be 
the case. ReadLS, a game-
based cognitive therapy pro-
gram for students struggling 
with dyslexia, improves 
reading skills by an aver-
age of two grade levels in 
40 hours. ReadLS will also 
benefit those with ADHD 
and other reading and learn-
ing difficulties. 

With ReadLS, not only 

could kids keep up their ac-
ademic momentum into the 
next school year, but they 
could also move ahead, and 
stay ahead, of the curve. 
ReadLS is the perfect sum-
mer reading program for 
your child. It is built using 
fun and engaging games, so 
children are more inspired 
and motivated to complete 
the program. As an online 
software, ReadLS is suitable 
for use by parents in-home 
or through practitioners.

Kick off the summer 
season and get started with 
ReadLS by taking advan-
tage of major savings! Reg-
ister for ReadLS today and 
receive a limited time offer – 

40 percent off – by entering 
coupon code SummerSav-
ings40 during checkout. Go 
to readLS Sign-Up to get 
started. Offer is valid for the 
first 100 registrants.

The ReadLS approach 
boosts reading and enhances 
brain and executive devel-
opment by using a Cognitive 
Therapy Approach. Its meth-
odology includes reading de-
coding, reading comprehen-
sion, gradual cognitive load 
increase, an increase in visu-
al movement, an increase in 
word attack difficulty level, 
homophones, and an in-
crease in multi-tasking.

*American Educational Re-
search Journal, 58(2), 239-282.

Don’t let summer break slow 
down your child’s school success

Thanks for reading The Reporter!

https://www.ffbt.com/cicero
https://carmelplayers.org/
http://atistage.org/
http://atistage.org/
https://www.feinsteinshc.com/
https://lsworks.org/signup
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136 South Ninth Street, Noblesville, IN 46060 
ray@noblesvilleattorney.com
seth@noblesvilleattorney.com
zech@noblesvilleattorney.com

samantha@noblesvilleattorney.com
amanda@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

 • Family Law • Real Estate Law
• Estate Planning • Probate
• Business • Personal Injury
• Litigation •  Guardianship
• Adoption •  Expungements

• Elder Law • Appeals

Raymond M. Adler Seth R. Wilson Samantha M. BanksZechariah D. Yoder Amanda J. Melki

Arcadia is partnering with the Indiana Housing and
Community Development Authority for a 
CreatINg Places crowd funding campaign 

to raise money this May and June for public 
restrooms in downtown Arcadia.  Our goal 

is $15,000, to be matched by CreatINg Places, 
for a total of $30,000!

 
Donations of any amount are welcome. 

To learn more, scan the QR code, 
visit our web site at www.arcadiaindiana.org, or

simply email amys@greenavenue.info

YOU can help ArcadiaYOU can help Arcadia  
have a public restroom!have a public restroom!

Open your camera

and scan this code

Patronicity.com/ArcadiaRestroom

grandjunctionplaza.org
@grandjunctionplaza

Presented by:

Join us on the Great Lawn at
Grand Junction Plaza for

family-friendly movies!

Paw Patrol: The Movie
Activities begin at 8:00 P.M.

Movie begins at dusk

June 24

Rain location will be at NSPIRE Church
(18097 Sun Park Dr.)

Four local groups 
get $310K in grants 

from United Way 
of Central Indiana

The REPORTER 
United Way of Central 

Indiana announced June 
14 that it is awarding $8.3 
million to 63 organizations 
to help them meet the basic 
needs of people and families 
across the region.

Locally, four organi-
zations within Hamilton 
County will receive a com-
bined total of $310,000.

United Way’s Basic 
Needs Fund is designed to 
help the most vulnerable 
access food, housing, health 

care and transportation.
An 18-member com-

mittee of United Way board 
members, staff and commu-
nity volunteers reviewed ap-
plications and selected the 
recipients, awarding grants 
ranging from $40,000 to 
$320,000.

"To achieve stability, 
people must first have their 
basic needs met," said Mary 
Jones, United Way's senior 
director of basic needs. 
"These funds support ser-
vices that help people with 
life’s essentials."

Organizations that re-
ceived funding during this 
grant cycle serve people in 
Boone, Hamilton, Hancock, 
Hendricks, Marion, Morgan 
and Putnam counties.

Local Basic Needs
Fund grantees

Alternatives Inc – $100,000
Boys & Girls Club 

of Noblesville – $60,000
PrimeLife Enrichment – $50,000

Shepherd’s Center of 
Hamilton County – $100,000

The REPORTER 
May 2022 was a favor-

able month for central In-
diana home buyers with all 
16 central Indiana counties 
experiencing significant in-
creases in available housing 
inventory.

Monthly real estate sta-
tistics from F.C. Tucker 
Company revealed that May 
2022 pended home sales 
decreased 2.2 percent com-
pared to May 2021, while 
year-to-date home sale pric-
es increased 13.4 percent. 
Central Indiana housing in-
ventory increased 35.6 per-
cent compared to this time 
last year.

The average May home 
sale price for the 16-county 
central Indiana region was 
$332,405 an increase of 14.4 
percent compared to May 
2021. Pended home sales 
decreased, down 2.2 percent 
compared to this time last 
year and available housing 
inventory increased, up 35.6 
percent compared to May 
2021.

In May 2022, 4,210 cen-
tral Indiana homes were pur-
chased, down 2.2 percent 
from the 4,303 sold in May 
2021. Shelby County showed 
the greatest increase in pend-
ed home sales with 33.3 
percent growth compared 
to May 2021 while Brown 
County pended sales had the 
greatest decrease with 47.6 
percent fewer homes sold in 
May 2022 compared to this 
time last year.

The year-to-date sale 
price of homes in central In-
diana continued its upward 
climb. Decatur County re-
corded the highest average 
year-to-date home sale price 
increase at 31.4 percent and 

Boone County had the high-
est average home sale price 
in the region at $468,431. 
Homes sold in 19 days on 
average, 20.8 percent faster 
than in 2021. Homes in Shel-
by County left the market 10 
days, or 33.3 percent faster 
than in 2021 – the greatest 
decrease of the 16-county 
central Indiana area.

Hamilton County contin-
ues to see an active residential 
real estate market. According 
to F.C. Tucker Company, 
home sale princes increased 
up to 13.5 percent year-to-
date to an average sale price 
of $462,865. Hamilton Coun-
ty saw a 4.7 percent increase 
in homes sold in May 2022 
compared to this time last 
year. Housing inventory in-
creased up to 49.8 percent 
compared to May 2021. 

Central Indiana expe-
rienced a 35.6 percent in-
crease in overall available 
home inventory May 2022, 
with 677 more homes avail-
able for sale than in May 
2021. All 16 counties saw 
an inventory increase in 
May 2022 but Boone Coun-
ty had the largest inventory 
increase – up 166.7 percent 
compared to May 2021.

“Although home prices 
continued to rise in May, we 
saw a substantial increase 
in housing inventory com-
pared to this time last year,” 
F.C. Tucker CEO Jim Litten. 
“As interest rates continue 
to creep during the sum-
mer months, I anticipate the 
housing inventory will be-
come even more robust and 
we will start to see a return 
to a more balanced market.”

Of the pended home sales 
in the region last month, one 
was priced $2,000,000 or high-
er; 61 were priced $1,000,000 
to $1,999,999; 474 were 
priced $500,000 to $999,999; 
1,314 were priced $300,000 
to $499,999; 1,283 were 
priced $200,000 to $299,999; 
895 were priced $100,000 to 
$199,999; and 182 were priced 
at $99,999 or less.

Central Indiana home 
buyers benefit from May 

residential real estate
market inventory increase

The REPORTER
Everyone is invited to 

register for an Independence 
Day 5K Run/Walk to bene-
fit Selah’s Grace Ministries. 
The race will take place at 
Cicero Community Park on 
Monday, July 4. Registra-
tion opens at 6 a.m. and the 
race starts at 7:30 a.m.

Selah's Grace Ministries 
is a local 501(c)(3) that sup-

ports families who have or 
will experience pregnancy 
or infant loss. Selah's Grace 
also supports many area 
hospitals and their bereave-
ment programs.

You can register now at 
getmeregistered.com/Se-
lahsGrace5K. Pre-registra-
tion through June 25 costs 
$20, and same-day registra-
tion costs $25.

5K run/walk will support
Selah’s Grace Ministries

ACCuRAte
BAlAnCed
loCAl news

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://patronicity.com/arcadiarestroom
http://grandjunctionplaza.org
http://getmeregistered.com/SelahsGrace5K
http://getmeregistered.com/SelahsGrace5K
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Today’s BiBLE REading
It was necessary, then, for the copies of the 

heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, 
but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a 
sanctuary made with human hands that was only 
a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, 
now to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor did 
he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, 
the way the high priest enters the Most Holy 
Place every year with blood that is not his own. 
Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many 
times since the creation of the world. But he has 
appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages 
to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just 
as people are destined to die once, and after that 
to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to 
take away the sins of many; and he will appear a 
second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation 
to those who are waiting for him.

Hebrews 9:23-28 (NIV)
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A

PENDING

Call Peggy 317.439.3258  
or Jennifer 317.695.6032

Your house  
could be 

here!
REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

THE

REALTORS®

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

Spectacular home in Estates of Lockhaven,  
5 BR, 5 BA, w/finished walk-out basement, 2-story 

great room w/gas fireplace, gourmet kitchen w/
granite & large pantry, screened porch and  

much, much more. BLC#21852114

15293 Dunrobin Drive
Town • $644,900 

Perfect 4 BR, 2.5 BA w/loft and full basement, 
stunning kit w/walk-in pantry + huge island, LVP 
hardwoods on main level, beautiful primary suite, 
walk-in closets in all bedrooms. 3rd car tandem 
garage with 220 amp outlet. BLC#21848722

12703 Sunrise Drive
Noblesville • $514,900 

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

Custom all brick ranch with full finished 
basement, 4 BR, 2 BA in beautiful Potters Woods. 

Great room has gas fireplace and is open to 
dining area and kitchen, 3-car finished garage. 

Being sold to settle estate. BLC#21844861

19347 Potters Bridge Road
Noblesville • $389,900 

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

The market is 
still hot! Time for 

a new home!
The market is 

still hot! Time for 
a new home!
The market is 

still hot! Time for 
a new home!

 1621 E. Greyhound Pass 
Carmel, IN 46032 

(317) 587-2001 
www.bussellfamilyfunerals.comDonna 

Bussell

Charlotte (Kirk) McKinzie
december 17, 1930 – June 10, 2022

Charlotte (Kirk) McKinzie, 91, Carmel, passed away on 
June 10, 2022. She was born in Hamilton 
County on December 17, 1930, daughter 
of John T. and Bessie (Richardson) Kirk.

Charlotte was a 1948 graduate of 
Carmel High School. She married Max 
McKinzie September 4, 1953; he preceded 
her in death on January 4, 2001. Charlotte 
worked as Receptionist and Switchboard 
Operator for more than 34 years with 
Statesman Insurance, which later became 

Northwestern Insurance.
As a longtime patron of MCL restaurant, Charlotte and 

a group of friends met daily for lunch as well as most eve-
nings. Sunday was a special day because she looked for-
ward to having ham and sweet potatoes for lunch. In the 
summer, Charlotte liked driving her red Ford Mustang con-
vertible with the top down. Charlotte possessed a pleasant 
smile and enjoyed chatting with most anyone. She faithful-
ly attended Central Christian Church for several years.

Survivors include niece, Linda Webster; nephew, Tom 
(Pat) Kirk along with other nieces and nephews.

A time of Visitation will take place at 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, June 16, 2022, at Bussell Family Funerals, 1621 E. 
Greyhound Pass, Carmel, where the Funeral Service will 
begin at 11 a.m. Burial will follow in Carmel Cemetery.

Arrangements entrusted to Bussell Family Funerals.
Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

doris Christine Beason
august 2, 1931 – June 9, 2022

For 351 days, Doris Christine Beason, 90, Noblesville, 
was separated from her soulmate of 
more than 71 years, George. On Thurs-
day, June 9, 2022, they were reunited, 
never to be apart again.

Doris was born on August 2, 1931, 
to Louis Edward and Annie Mable 
(Herb) Small in Vigo County, Ind., in 
the small town of Coal Bluff. Though 
the family moved to Tipton when she 
was still young, Doris would spend 

summers in Fontanet, often and fondly recounting the best 
of times with her cousins on the farm. As Doris grew, she 
would spend the days helping her mother hang wallpaper, 
wrangling her younger siblings, and babysitting to save 
dimes to spend summers at the pool. It was in Tipton that she 
met a lovely gentleman who would sweep her off her feet.

With George, Doris enjoyed raising three incredible 
girls in the small community of Noblesville, just south of 
where they first met. Friends and family were everything to 
them, and Doris never missed an opportunity to spend time 
with them, share a meal, or participate in her community.

She was no stranger to hard work, even working two 
jobs to go back to high school for her degree after her chil-
dren were born, and later working as an insurance agent. 
Doris led a disciplined and diligent life, driven to persevere 
and overcome any setback, of which there were a few. She 
was devastated by the loss of her siblings, particularly her 
sister Judy Ann and brother Tommy at young ages.

Through it all, she still took every opportunity for fun, 
whether that was maintaining a pool and enjoying the wa-
ter with her youngest daughter, to water skiing and enjoy-
ing the houseboat life, or her many creative outlets. Doris 
would paint the finishing touches on any woodworking 
project of George’s. She would craft cookie jars and holi-
day décor from painted ceramics pieces to handmade Hal-
loween costumes for her grandchildren.

Doris and George enjoyed the fruits of a large and boun-
tiful garden. With the harvest, she would quart and freeze 
shelves of food for her family, bake a multitude of pies and 
“shelly” beans for her church community, and gift some-
thing every friend or family member who visited. You just 
didn’t leave her house without a quart of tomatoes, a jar of 
jelly, or some fresh vegetables.

Doris was active in her community. She worked on the 
Noblesville tax board for nearly three decades and was a 
member of First Christian Church of Noblesville for near-
ly 40 years, serving in various capacities including as an 
elder, Christian Women’s Fellowship member, and was an 
enthusiastic participant in Bible study groups. Doris also 
crocheted newborn hats, lap blankets, and pillows for var-
ious healthcare facilities and organizations around town. 
She and George especially enjoyed attending all the No-
blesville ball games together and making peanut brittle an-
nually with their church friends.

Doris is survived by her three beautiful daughters, 
Katherine Sue Brown, Diana Lynn Russell, and Christi Rae 
(Brad) Johnson; four grandchildren, Abigail (Paul) Moore, 
John Russell, Lily (Ben) Renner, and Amber Johnson; and 
two great-grandchildren, Arlie and West Moore.

She was welcomed Home into loving arms of her hus-
band, George Ray Beason, her parents, seven brothers and 
sisters, her son-in-law, John “Tim” Russell, and countless 
friends she had made and lost over the year – most certainly 
a reunion beyond any Earthly words or measure.

Services will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, June 17, 2022, 
at First Christian Church of Noblesville, 16377 Herriman 
Blvd., Noblesville, with Nick Orange officiating. Visitation 
will begin at 10 a.m. with burial to follow at Fairview Cem-
etery in Tipton at approximately 2:30 p.m.

To allow Doris’s community and God-centered spirit to 
live on, the family requests that donations be made to First 
Christian Church of Noblesville in lieu of flowers.

Condolences: randallroberts.com
thanks for reading!

Don’t miss Seniors Citizens’ bake 
sale at Federal Hill Commons

The Senior Citizens Organization of Noblesville 
will hold a bake sale from 8 a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
June 25 at the Noblesville Main Street Farmers Mar-
ket at Federal Hill Commons.

Members will sell cakes, breads, cookies, candy, 
and other homemade items. The bake sale will be set 
up in the grassy area just east of the park’s restroom 
building.

Community News

The REPORTER
Summer is here, and ris-

ing temperatures mean high 
air conditioning bills. Scam-
mers have devised a new 
con that claims to “save you 
money.” Con artists, posing 
as local government and 
utility company represen-
tatives, are offering phony 
home energy audits and ser-
vices. Here’s what you need 
to know to spot a scam.

How the scam 
works

You are contacted over 
the phone or in person at 
your front door. The “repre-
sentative” introduces them-
selves as working for your 
utility company or with the 
energy division of your lo-
cal government. They may 
even show you identifica-
tion, but it isn’t real.

Scammers inform you 
that you could be saving big 
on your energy bill. Some 
con artists will even insist 
on a tour of your home. 
These individuals may offer 
to install filters, thermostats 
or other energy equipment 
to lower your bill, or they 
may say you are eligible 
to pay less. In either case, 
they’ll ask you to sign a 
contract and possibly even 
run a credit check. They will 
also ask for billing informa-
tion, including your debit or 
credit card number.

In the end, you won't re-
ceive any discount on your 
energy bill or any services. 

The equipment you were 
promised won’t be deliv-
ered. That’s because this 
“home energy audit” is a 
scam. You may, however, be 
charged the fees mentioned 
in the contract, and your 
personal information will be 
in the hands of a scammer.

How to avoid 
impersonation scams

• don’t agree to any-
thing on the spot. No mat-
ter how good the deal seems 
or how urgent the individual 
makes their offer seem, take 
time to do your research. 
Tell the person you need 
time to think about their of-
fer and hang up or close the 
door. Scammers may tell 
you you’ll miss out on the 
deal, but taking immediate 
action isn’t worth getting 
scammed. 

• Go to the source. Con-
tact your local government 
agency or your utility com-
pany directly to confirm 
whether they really are of-
fering energy audit services. 
This is the quickest way to 
find out if you are dealing 
with an impostor. 

• Get help. If you aren’t 
sure about what you’re be-
ing offered, talk to some-
one. Call a trusted friend or 
family member or contact 
your local BBB to find out 
if it you are dealing with a 
scam.

For more information 
on how to spot a scam, visit 
BBB.org/SpotaScam.

Summer scams & 
how to spot them
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TALK TO DANI TO 
GET ANSWERS TO 

ALL YOUR REAL 
ESTATE QUESTIONS

REALTORS

•  What’s the market value of my home?
•  What is my process for buying a home?
•  Who should I call for home repairs/

remodeling?
•  How do I learn about building a new 

home?
•  Who should I call to refinance my home?
•  Who should I call when I have someone 

who wants to buy my home?
•  What is the real estate market doing in 

my neighborhood?
•  How do I learn about investing in 

property?
•  What are the pros and cons of owning  

a rental property?

REAL ESTATE
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Reporter photo by Richie Hall
The Guerin Catholic boys golf team won the school’s first-ever boys golf state championship Wednesday at Prairie View Golf Club in Carmel. The Golden 
Eagles edged out Westfield by one stroke thanks to 18th-hole birdies by Connor McNeely and Jacob Modleski.

Guerin basks in glory of first win
By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

CARMEL - With two 
birdie putts, the Guerin 
Catholic boys golf team 
earned some redemption – 
and a state championship.

The Golden Eagles had 
been battling with West-
field for all 36 holes of a 
hot IHSAA state champi-
onship this week at Prairie 
View Golf Club in Carmel. 
The tournament finished 
Wednesday afternoon in 
dramatic fashion, with the 
Shamrocks leading Guerin 
Catholic by one stroke with 
two groups left to play.

But thanks to those bird-
ies from Connor McNeely 
and Jacob Modleski, the 
Golden Eagles overcame 
that deficit to finish first. 
Guerin totaled a two-day 
team score of 602, just 
ahead of Westfield’s 603. 
It’s the first-ever boys golf 
state championship for the 
Golden Eagles, and also 
brought Guerin Catholic 
full circle after last sea-
son’s state finals – where it 
finished second to Center 
Grove by one stroke.

“There’s a lot of pres-
sure going down the last 
hole,” said GC coach Mark 
Mathews. “Last swing is a 
tough one to make and those 
were pretty good swings. 
I’m just almost speechless, 
which for me is impossible.”

McNeely went first, 
making his birdie to bring 
the Golden Eagles up to a 
tie with the Shamrocks. The 
senior held the lead after 
Tuesday’s first round, but 
struggled during the sec-
ond round before getting 
it together on the last hole, 
which he called his “four 

best shots.”
“I ended on a high note,” 

said McNeely. “State cham-
pionship as a team, that’s all 
that matters, so I’m happy as 
can be right now.”

DON’T TELL ME
Modleski came up next, 

and after a perfect wedge 
shot – “probably the best 
wedge shot of the two days,” 
he said – quickly put the ball 
in the hole for the birdie. 
While everyone around him 
was aware of how important 
his putt was, Modleski kept 
himself intentionally un-
aware of the score.

“I actually had no idea,” 
said Modleski. “I told Coach 
Mathews not to tell me, un-
less we needed some sort of 
heroics on 18.”

Coach Mathews can 
confirm this.

“It’s pretty cool,” said 
Mathews. “I went out with 
all intention to tell Jacob 
what he needed to do, and 
the first thing when I walk 
up is, he said ‘I don’t want 
to know anything, just help 
me with the shot. Don’t 
need to know anything, just 
help me with the shot.’ He’s 
a smart kid, so he knew that 
if I walked out there, that I 
was probably going to tell 
him what he needed to do.”

Modleski and McNeely 
both finished the tourna-
ment with two birdies, and 
Modleski would also earn 
an individual medal as well, 
tying for fifth place with 
a two-day score of 145. 
Modleski went under par for 
his second round, a one-un-
der 71.

Leo Wessel tied for 10th 
individually, scoring a 148. 
Wessel drained four birdies, 
all on the front nine, during 
his second round, in which 

he totaled an even-par 72. 
Everyone on the Golden Ea-
gles team made at least one 
birdie, with Zach Thieme 
collecting two and Scotty 
Smith one.

Modleski and Wessel 
were both named to the All-
State team at the conclusion 

of the meet. In addition to 
being Guerin Catholic’s 
first-ever boys golf state ti-
tle, it’s the fifth IHSAA state 
title in school history for the 
Golden Eagles, following 
two each in boys basketball 
and boys soccer.

While it was a tough 

way for the meet to finish, 
the Shamrocks still had an 
outstanding state tourna-
ment. This was the first time 
a Westfield team had made 
it to state since 2017, and it 
did so with a young cast.

Junior Jake Cesare was 
part of the three-way tie 
for 10th place, scoring a 
148 and making three bird-
ies along the way. All five 
Westfield players drained at 
least one birdie, including 
three for freshman Alec Ce-
sare and two for Will Har-
vey, another freshman. No-
lan Hall collected two and 
Cam Kooi made one. Jake 
Cesare was also named to 
the All-State team.

“Our guys hung in 
there, they battled, they 
played great,” said Sham-
rocks coach Josh Bryant. 
The coach was also proud 
of his team for fighting un-
til the end.

“It was awesome,” said 
Bryant, who called the event 
“a great golf tournament to 
coach in.”

“Sometimes it’s a bum-
mer that there has to be a 
second place, but that’s the 

name of the game,” said 
Bryant. “I can tell you that 
I think our guys are going to 
look back and go ‘I’m proud 
of our effort.’ Hopefully 
we’ll be able to make a run 
again next year.”

ROYALS RISE
The top three was a 

Hamilton County sweep, as 
Hamilton Southeastern fin-
ished in third place with a 
two-day score of 615. The 
Royals played with remark-
able consistency over the 
two days, rising to fourth 
place after the first round – 
and then they kept rising.

While Southeastern’s 
consistency gave it the med-
als, there was also some ex-
citement when junior Lane 
Zedrick made an eagle on 
Hole No. 7. That eagle had 
its origins when Zedrick’s 
coaches talked with him 
during the practice round.

“They wanted me to lay 
up on the par fives, just to 
a distance that I felt really 
comfortable with,” said Ze-
drick. On that hole, he laid 
up with the pitching wedge 

County teams dominate top three spots in golf state championship

Reporter photos by Richie Hall
(Above) Westfield finished as runner-up at the state meet. The young Shamrocks team delivered a podium 
finish for the school in its first appearance at state since 2017. (Below) Hamilton Southeastern placed 
third at the state meet. It’s the highest finish for the Royals since they were the state runners-up in 2016.

See Golf . . . Page 9
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Major League
Baseball standings

Wednesday scores
Philadelphia 3, Miami 1

Chicago White Sox 13, Detroit 0
Houston 9, Texas 2

Arizona 7, Cincinnati 4
Kansas City 3, San Francisco 2

Minnesota 5, Seattle 0
Atlanta 8, Washington 2

N.Y. Yankees 4, Tampa Bay 3
Toronto 7, Baltimore 6, 10 innings

Boston 10, Oakland 1
Milwaukee 10, N.Y. Mets 2
Cleveland 7, Colorado 5

Late games:
San Diego at Chicago Cubs
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers

American League
East W L PCT. GB
N.Y. Yankees 46 16 0.742 -
Toronto 37 25 0.597 9.0
Tampa Bay 35 27 0.565 11.0
Boston 34 29 0.540 12.5
Baltimore 27 37 0.422 20.0
Central W L PCT. GB
Minnesota 37 28 0.569 -
Cleveland 31 27 0.534 2.5
Chicago White Sox 30 31 0.492 5.0
Detroit 24 38 0.387 11.5
Kansas City 21 41 0.339 14.5
West W L PCT. GB
Houston 39 24 0.619 -
Texas 29 33 0.468 9.5
L.A. Angels 29 34 0.460 10.0
Seattle 28 35 0.444 11.0
Oakland 21 43 0.328 18.5

National League
East W L PCT. GB
N.Y. Mets 41 23 0.641 -
Atlanta 37 27 0.578 4.0
Philadelphia 32 31 0.508 8.5
Miami 28 33 0.459 11.5
Washington 23 42 0.354 18.5
Central W L PCT. GB
St. Louis 37 28 0.569 -
Milwaukee 35 29 0.547 1.5
Pittsburgh 25 37 0.403 10.5
Chicago Cubs 23 38 0.377 12.0
Cincinnati 23 40 0.365 13.0
West W L PCT. GB
L.A. Dodgers 38 23 0.623 -
San Diego 39 24 0.619 -
San Francisco 35 27 0.565 3.5
Arizona 30 35 0.462 10.0
Colorado 27 36 0.429 12.0

WNBA 
standings

Wednesday scores
Las Vegas 92, Dallas 84

Connecticut 105, Atlanta 92
Phoenix 93, Indiana 80

Team W L PCT. GB
Las Vegas 12 2 0.857 -
Connecticut 11 4 0.733 1.5
Chicago 9 4 0.692 2.5
Seattle 9 5 0.643 3.0
Washington 10 6 0.625 3.0
Atlanta 7 7 0.500 5.0
Dallas 6 8 0.429 6.0
Phoenix 6 9 0.400 6.5
Los Angeles 5 8 0.385 6.5
New York 5 9 0.357 7.0
Indiana 4 13 0.235 9.5
Minnesota 3 12 0.200 9.5

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 
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SCAN 
HERE

and got within 40 yards.
“That’s definitely a dis-

tance I’m not comfortable 
with,” said Zedrick. But he 
made the shot anyway. 

“It was cool to hear the 
roars during the round,” 
said Zedrick. He wound up 
as Southeastern’s low man 
with a two-day score of 
150, and also made a birdie 
during his second round. 

Cole Starnes finished 
with a 153 and drained 
two second-round bird-
ies, and also made the All-
State team. Tyler Marcinko 
had two birdies and Jordan 
Huxford had one. It was a 
remarkable season for the 
Royals, who took third in 
the Noblesville sectional, 
third in the Muncie Central 
regional and third at state.

“We had our strategy 
in plan and we stuck with 
it for the most part,” said 
Southeastern coach David 
Young. “We knew that our 
biggest test would be recov-
ery, nutrition, hydration, just 
because of the temperature 
swings and how grueling 
these two days are already. 
And then of course you add 
in the heat and the level of 
competition and everything 
that only ups the ante. We 
focused on all the things that 

were in our control, we re-
leased the things that were 
not in our control, and that’s 
how we were able to really 
have the run that we had.”

A HISTORIC LIST
Noblesville finished 

with a two-day score of 
641, placing 10th. The 
Millers were led by senior 
Will Perkins, who blazed 
through his second round 
with a score of 68, four un-
der par. In fact, Perkins is 
now part of a historic list of 
players who have scored 68 
or better during 18 holes at 
a state meet.

Coming into the meet, 
only 43 players in the histo-
ry of the meet had carded 68 
or better over 18 holes. That 
list now totals 47 players. 

Perkins and Cathedral’s 
Ryan Ford both scored 68s 
on Wednesday. Two more 
players totaled 67s: New 
Castle’s Derek Tabor, who 
tied for third, and Valparai-
so’s Aidan Gutierrez, the in-
dividual champion. Gutier-
rez beat Ford in a three-hole 
playoff for first place.

Perkins made an eagle 
on hole No. 5, and followed 
that up with a birdie on the 
sixth hole. He totaled three 
birdies in all.

“I played great,” said 

Perkins. “After a rough 
round yesterday, or a rough 
hole, I knew I could come 
back, do something good to-
day and just play my game, 
and I did. I just went out 
there and had some fun.”

Alex Peck also made 
three birdies, while Rory 
Bushong collected one.

Fishers’ Connor Mc-
Millan and Carmel’s Owen 
Sander both totaled 157 for 
their two rounds. McMil-
lan made two birdies in his 
second round, while Sander 
had one.

Team scores 
Guerin Catholic 

299-303=602, Westfield 303-300=603, 
Hamilton Southeastern 311-304=615, 
Cathedral 323-304=627, Silver Creek 
312-315=627, Bloomington South 308-
323=631, Valparaiso 321-312=633, Warsaw 
319-318=637, Leo 329=309=638, Nobles-
ville 323-318=641, Evansville North 323-
319=642, Penn 334-326=660, Jasper 329-
336=665, Covenant Christian 332-347=679, 
Evansville Memorial 366-351=717.

Top 10 individuals
1. Aidan Gutierrez (Valparaiso) 75-

67=142, won in playoff, 2. Ryan Ford (Ca-
thedral) 74-68=142, T3. Hunter Melton 
(Fort Wayne Carroll) 72-71=143; Derek 
Tabor (New Castle) 76-67=143, T5. Will 
Perkins (Noblesville) 77-68=145; Jacob 
Modleski (Guerin Catholic) 74-71=145, 
T7. Callen Hoskins (Warsaw) 77-69=146; 
Justin Hicks (Leo) 74-72=146, 9. Adam 
Melliere (Zionsville) 73-74=147, T10. Leo 
Wessel (Guerin Catholic) 76-72=148; Jake 
Cesare (Westfield) 74-74=148.

Other Guerin  
Catholic scores

Connor McNeely 71-80=151, Zach 
Thieme 78-80=158, Scotty Smith 84-

80=164.

Other Westfield 
scores

Alec Cesare 79-71=150, Will Harvey 
74-77=151, Cam Kooi 76-78=154, Nolan 
Hall 81-79=160.

Southeastern 
scores

Lane Zedrick 78-72=150, Cole Starnes 
78-75=153, Tyler Marcinko 78-78=156, 
Jordan Huxford 77-79=156, Tyler Lacy 

80-84=164.

Other Noblesville 
scores

Brady Mangin 81-82=163, Alex Peck 
83-81=164, Rory Bushong 82-87=169, 
Drew Decker 94-88=182.

Fishers score
Connor McMillan 79-78=157.

Carmel score
Owen Sander 76-81=157.

Golf
from Page 8

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Five Hamilton County golfers were named to the All-State team at the 
conclusion of the meet. From left: Cole Starnes (Hamilton Southeastern), 
Will Perkins (Noblesville), Leo Wessel (Guerin Catholic), Jacob Modleski 
(Guerin Catholic), Jake Cesare (Westfield).
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