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Please steal 
this idea!

On New Year’s 
Day in 2020, I was 
relaxing and thinking 
about how I’d like to 
celebrate turning 50 
in August. Not even 
dreaming of what 
lay ahead that year – 
ahem, WOW – I knew 
I wanted to do some-
thing unique to cele-
brate the occasion. 

Oh sure, I could have had a big party, 
but my family and I did that for my 40th 
birthday in 2010. And a party or any kind of 
get together just didn’t feel right. Little did 
I know how that feeling was an indicator of 
what was to come. (Hello, COVID-19!) I 
actually didn’t want the focus to be on me, 
but more on those who meant the most to 
me during this major milestone in my life.

Then it hit me – why not send a card 
to one person each week for 50 weeks tell-
ing them why I loved them? I liked the idea 
so much, I felt almost giddy. I was already 
subscribed to Send Out Cards for both 
business and personal use (sendoutcards.
com). Why not use it for this purpose and 
spare everyone from seeing my dreadful 
handwriting?

So I marked my calendar to send out a 
card every Friday morning and made my 
list of 50 people. That alone was humbling. 
I felt so blessed to have that many family 
members and close friends. 

It felt wonderful to remember the rea-
sons why everyone was so special to me. 
If I heard back from them, great! If not, I 
hoped the card would brighten their spirits. 

AMY SHANKLAND
Sandwiched

COLUMNIST

Short film puts Noblesville
farm in Indiana Spotlight

By STU CLAMPITT
ReadTheReporter.com

There is more than corn in 
Indiana.

Genesis McKiernan-Allen 
and Eli Robb own and operate 
Full Hand Farm in Hamilton 
County. This weekend you can 
see a short film about the farm 
and its value to the community 
at the Indy Shorts International 
Film Festival. 

The Re-
porter spoke 
with Nobles-
ville filmmaker 
Rocky Walls 
about Indy 
Shorts, about the 
Full Hand Farm 
short film enti-
tled More Than 
Corn, and about 
how our readers 
can enjoy the 
surprisingly rich 
Indiana docu-
mentary indus-
try all year.

“This par-
ticular episode 
that is playing 
at Indy Shorts this weekend is 
about their farm waking up af-
ter the winter,” Walls said. “Al-
though they farm year-round, 
spring is still a time of awaken-

ing in a lot of ways. The snow 
is melting. Things are warming 
up. Certain crops can start to go 
in the ground. While this epi-
sode is a stand-alone little story 
about their farm waking up, it is 
also the first episode of an on-
going series for Hoodox, Indi-
ana’s streaming service.”

According to Walls, Hoodox 
(Hoosier documentaries that in-
spire) is Indiana’s first and only 

streaming service 
featuring exclu-
sively nonfiction, 
Indiana-focused 
content that’s not 
only entertaining, 
but also helps you 
connect to your 
community and 
create positive 
change.

 “For years 
I’ve wanted to tell 
the stories of the 
hard-working, in-
spiring people es-
sential to our local 
food economy,” 
Walls told The 
Reporter. “Eating 
local has become 

more important and mainstream 
than ever in the last year, but 
there’s still so much more to 
learn and share. This standalone 
short film also serves as the in-

troduction and first episode in 
an ongoing series our team is 
producing for exclusive distri-
bution on Hoodox.”

While More Than Corn is the 

first part of a series, it stands well 
enough on its own to earn its 
place in the Indy Shorts festival.

Photo provided by Rocky Walls
(From left) Genesis McKiernan-Allen, co-owner of Full 
Hand Farm, and Joe Frank, Director of Photography at 
12 Stars Media during the filming of More than Corn.

“More Than Corn”
and more . . .

You can see More Than Corn 
in person at IndyFringe Theatre, 
719 E. St. Clair St., Indianapolis, 
by going to indyfringe.org. 

You can also watch the 
portion of the Indy Shorts 
International Film Festival 
with this local feature in the 
Indiana Spotlight 2 portion 
of Indy Shorts either through 
the Heartland Film website at 
heartlandfilm.org/indyshorts, 
or directly at this link.

To learn about and subscribe 
to the Hoodox streaming 
service, go to hoodox.tv.

See Corn . . . Page 3

Young Republicans back for mini-golf
The REPORTER

The Hamilton County 
Young Republicans are back.

Last month, the group se-
lected new leadership to helm 
the group, and members are 
now planning their first event 
since the onset of the COVID 
pandemic. The mini-golf meet 
and greet is set for 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 5 at Birdie’s 
Miniature Golf Course and 

Sports Bar, 632 State Road 32, 
Westfield. 

The club is now headed by 
Chris Elmore, who served as the 
Chairman for the Indiana High 
School Republicans and is cur-
rently the Executive Director of 
the Hamilton County GOP.

"I am excited to start in this 
role and to help revitalize the 
club by reintroducing monthly 
meetings and working to recruit 

new members to continue the 
growth of the Young Repub-
licans organization,” Elmore 
said. “I am also excited to revi-
talize the grassroots potential of 
Young Republicans to mobilize 
for the midterm elections next 
year, where we will work hard 
to keep Hamilton County red."

The group is also being 
led by Carmel City Councilor 
Adam Aasen as vice chairman. 

Will Smeltzer, a legislative as-
sistant for the Indiana House 
Republicans, will help lead the 
group as its secretary. Jamie 
Nieves, the Director of Busi-
ness Development at Shrews-
berry & Associates, will lead as 
treasurer for the organization.

Anyone wishing attend the 
meet and greet can RSVP via 
email to chris@hcyoungre-
publicans.org.

Olympics on 
the Big Screen 

in Carmel
The REPORTER

The City of Carmel announced that the 
2021 Tokyo Olympics will be broadcast on 
the Big Screen at Midtown Plaza.

According to city officials, WTHR-TV 
granted permission to the city to once again 
show the Olympic Games as in previous 
years; however, this will be the first Olym-
pics at Midtown.

The broadcast will focus mostly on 
prime time coverage aired each night on 
NBC. There may be nights when the city 
will feature something different – for ex-
ample, the Pacers/NBA Draft on Thursday, 
July 29. Carmel may also show some select 
daytime sports coverage.

As always, dangerous weather condi-
tions might force city officials to shut the 
screen down.

City officials noted Monday's Movie at 
Midtown schedule will change to accom-
modate the Games. The last showing of the 
movie will begin at 6 p.m. instead of 7 p.m. 
so that live prime time Olympic Games 
coverage on NBC can be broadcasted.

The REPORTER
The Fishers Arts & Culture Com-

mission (FACC) has announced that it 
has given grants totaling $43,000 to art-
ists, creative companies, nonprofits and 
for-profit businesses for events, programs, 
displays and other artistic and cultural ex-
pressions in Fishers. 

In June, FACC launched its first grant 
program aimed at nurturing creative part-
nerships within the Fishers arts commu-
nity. The Commission sought a diverse 
group of applications that highlight the 
contributions to the city’s innovative and 
vibrant community.

Funded projects take place within 
Fishers city limits and relate to two or 
more of the Commission’s core values: 
Inclusive, authentic, engaging, collabora-
tive, innovative, and educational.

Funding for the grant program is al-
located from the City of Fishers’ annual 
budget. 

The organizations and projects receiv-
ing FACC funding are:

• Fishers Arts Council ($2,500) to 
support live musicians at public recep-
tions and events hosted by Fishers Arts 

Council. 
• Safina Family Services ($2,400) 

to support an educational cross-cultural 
event curated by connecting the Muslim, 
Sikh, and Hindu communities.

• 31Svn Street dance Academy 
($2,500) to support a Breakdance and 
Breaking event with the intent to bridge 
the gap between different cultures. 

• Prism Project of Fishers ($2,500) 
to support a public artistic performance 
created and performed by children with 
disabilities.

• St. George orthodox Church 
($2,500) to support an authentic Middle 
Eastern singer and band to perform at the 
St. George Festival. 

• Mixed rep Showcase ($2,500) to sup-
port the opportunity for students to rehearse 
and learn from professional dance compa-
nies that will culminate in a showcase.  

• Clockwork Music ($2,500) to pro-
vide support for “pop-up” music and cu-
linary experiences in the fall at the Nickel 
Plate District. 

• Winter Club ($2,500) to support 
the programming of a Winter Wonderland 
holiday skating recital and open skate day 

at the Fuel Tank. 
• JPPArSSI, Inc. ($2,500) to sup-

port an interactive piece inspired by the 
Japanese tradition “Ema” at Ignite Studio 
at Hamilton East Public Library that ex-
presses gratitude. 

• Sewful Cheryl ($2,500) to support 
six kid and teen fashion design classes.  

• PFLAG Fishers ($2,500) to sup-
port a mobile mural created by local 
LGBTQIA+ youth and allies to generate 
awareness. 

• Page & Stage Theatre-for-Litera-
cy ($2,500) to support up to four perfor-
mances of Charlotte’s Web that teaches 
acceptance and kindness to children. 

• Brosmer PhotoGraphic ($2,250) to 
support a video production of more than 30 
public art pieces in Fishers and highlights 
the educational benefits of public art. 

• high Frequency Arts ($2,025) 
to support open house events at Hub & 
Spoke to showcase over 60 local artists.

• Bruce Loewenthal ($2,250) to sup-
port a public artwork using street signs in-
tended to awaken, enlighten, and provoke 
pedestrians in the Nickel Plate District. 

• Ji-enu Lee Music Academy 

($2,250) to support the startup costs to es-
tablish a Fishers children’s choir includ-
ing a winter performance. 

• Sunday Crafternoon with Gwen 
($2,250) to support the cost of supplies 
for the monthly craft events that raise 
awareness of local nonprofits. 

• Famous hoosiers ($2,000) to sup-
port two live Abraham Lincoln reenact-
ments at the Nickel Plate District.

As an extension of its commitment to 
foster arts and culture in the Fishers com-
munity, FACC has also launched a new 
Arts and Culture Hub on the City of Fish-
ers’ lifestyle website, ThisIsFishers.com.

One of the major goals outlined in 
the Arts & Culture Master Plan, the hub 
serves as a digital community gathering 
space for arts and culture, with resources 
including a community events calendar, 
public art map, local arts and culture sto-
ries, artist profiles, and more information 
for residents to further engage with arts 
and culture in their community. The hub 
also features an artist portal where local 
artists find RFQ and grant opportunities, 
a list of local art and performance ven-
ues, and more.

The REPORTER
The City of Carmel is bring-

ing back the popular Music on 
the Monon concerts for three 
consecutive Saturday night 
shows from 6 to 9 p.m. be-
ginning this Saturday, July 24 
at the Gazebo at Carmel City 
Hall. Last summer’s event was 
canceled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Over time, this mid-sum-
mer series had been held along 
the Monon Greenway at Main 

Street, the Carmel Clay Histor-
ical Society and Carter Green. 
This year, due to construction, it 
has been moved to the Gazebo.

The series kicks off with the 
Cohen-rutkowski Mix, fol-
lowed by Cathy Morris on July 
31 and Blair Clark & the Clas-
sic Cats on Aug. 7. All concerts 
are free and open to the public.

This year we will be wel-
coming Carmel Brews & Bar-
rels Trail vendors Bier Brew-
ery North and Sugar Creek 

Winery, along with All Things 
Carmel as vendors providing 
beverages (but not food) during 
the events. Concert attendees 
are encouraged to bring their 
own chairs or blankets, and 
bike racks will be provided for 
guests that prefer to pedal and 
park. Bike racks will not be 
monitored, so guests should 
plan to bring a lock to secure 
their bicycle.

Visitors are encouraged to 
try one of the many fine dining 

choices in Carmel for pre-con-
cert meals, bring your own pic-
nic or grab carry-out from one 
of the nearby restaurants at Car-
mel City Center, Monon Square, 
Midtown or the Proscenium.

For visitors arriving by car, 
parking is available at City 
Hall, City Center and Veterans 
Way parking garages and other 
public parking areas. On-street 
parking is available where 
signed; please comply with all 
posted parking regulations.

Carmel brings back Music on the Monon

See Idea . . . Page 2

New grant program aims to nurture creative partnerships within Fishers arts community
Fishers Arts & Culture Commission awards $43K in grants
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2 Views

I was born and raised right here 
in Noblesville. I grew up in a 
home without domestic violence 
or assault – it wasn’t something 
I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail 
of Central Indiana, I was shocked 
by the number of individuals 
who are affected by domestic 
violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail 
helped more than 4,000 clients 
in Hamilton County. (Nearly 80 
percent of clients are women 
and children.) Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to 
discuss, so you don’t often hear 
about them. But at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and 
raising awareness for Prevail, an 
organization that helps families 
in Hamilton County.  
 – Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton 
County families 
affected by domestic 
violence and sexual 
abuse, you can donate 
the following items: 
•  Individually  

packaged snacks

• Lysol

• Hand sanitizer

• Disinfecting wipes

Drop off items at  
Tom Wood Volkswagen  
in Noblesville,  
14701 Tom Wood Way. 

Care • Committment • Convenience

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen 
Noblesville

E. 146th Street

14701 Tom Wood Way 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
317.853.4552

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen  
Noblesville

Bold, Aggressive,  
and Versatile 

The all new ID.4 will revolutionize the way you drive!

While charging at home you;ll 

never start your day without a full 

charge of an EPA estimaged range 

of 250 miles!

With three years of free fast 

charging on the Electrify America 

charging network, your freedome 

has never been more electric!
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Your Friends in the Insurance Business 
Visit our website at BraggInsurance.com 

      317-758-5828  
       Home     Auto     Business     Life 

It was heartwarming to 
hear from those who re-
sponded. 

One friend, Cindy, 
loved her card so much 
that she asked me if she 
could steal the idea for her 
50th birthday celebration 
in 2021. I enthusiastically 

replied, “Yes!”
I had forgotten about her 

request until I got my card 
from her a few weeks ago. 
She gets brownie points 
for her notes – Cindy hand 
writes them. And I had to 
wipe away the tears when I 
read her sweet words. 

It seems like now, more 
than ever, the world is so 
full of negativity and hate. 
We all desperately need 
to not only receive more 
kindness, but pass it along 
as well. 

It’s pretty common for 
those of us in the sandwich 
generation to be in the age 
range of 45 to 65. So if you 
like my idea, I want to en-
courage you to steal it for 
your own “big” birthday. 
By the way, it doesn’t have 
to be 50, 60, or 65 – it’s 
perfectly okay to do it for 
any old birthday. You’ll 
spread love and kindness 
that just might come back 
to you tenfold!

Idea
from Page 1

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
PA

ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Keyboardist Dave Lowe
Friday July 23

Reservations Recommended 

http://www.prevailinc.com
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/dealership/directions.htm
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/
https://www.bragginsurance.com/
https://fb.watch/v/F3GkZ8dz/
https://www.westfieldplayhouse.org/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
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*Savings level determined by purchase amount, maximum discount of 15% available on purchase over $3000. See store for complete details. Percentage off discounts cannot be combined with any 
other offers and exclude iComfort® and iComfort Hybrid®, BeautyRest Black® and other Specialty mattresses, BEST BUYS, HOT BUYS, and “WOW” tagged merchandise. Other exclusions may apply. 
See store for complete details. Offer expires 8/8/2021.

Carmel
136th St & N Meridian

 Carmel, IN 46032
317-566-8720                                            

ACROSS FROM ST. VINCENT’S CARMEL

Godby Discount
Furniture & Mattresses

317-565-2211
DOWNTOWN NOBLESVILLE

Noblesville / Fishers
146th St & SR 37

Noblesville, IN 46060
317-214-4321                                            

CORNER OF 146TH ST AND HWY 37

Avon
Rockville Rd & Dan Jones

Avon, IN 46123
317-272-4581                                            

BEHIND THE BP® GAS STATION

Choose from over $5 MILLION
of IN-STOCK inventory! 

Pick it up today from our 
warehouse in Westfield, IN 

or have it delivered.

Want it NOW?

GET A FREE 
FOUNDATION

WITH QUALIFYING SERTA                                
AND SIMMONS MATTRESSES*

and Mattress!HOT SUMMER SALE
SAVE AN EXTRA

10-15 %OFF 
  ON FURNITURE STOREWIDE*

OR SAVE BIG*
ON AN 

ADJUSTABLE BASE
APPLY THE VALUE OF YOUR FREE FOUNDATION TO A MOTION 

BASE WITH THE PURCHASE OF A QUALIFYING MATTRESS*

LIMITED  
TIME  OFFER!

*See Store for Complete Details

           Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer IN  
           Auct. Lic. #AU10000277, HRES IN  
Auct. Lic. #AC69200019, OWNER: GRISHAW,  
HLS#LWJ-12627

LARRY JORDAN: 765.473.5849  
AJ JORDAN: 317.697.3086  

JOHN MINER: 765.438.2699 

800.424.2324 | halderman.com

PROPERTY LOCATION:  
1/2 mile N of Tipton, IN; on Division Road (Tracts 1-7);  
Intersection of W 300 S and S 200 W (Tract 8)

225 W 300 S, Tipton, IN (Tract 7 - Home) 
3 bed | 1.5 bath | 2 car attached garage  
full basement | metal shed | tool shed 

POTENTIAL BUILDING SITE . GOOD FARMLAND . HOME 

Tipton County Fairgrounds  | 1200 S Main Street, Tipton  

8 TRACTS

total 
acres615.19+/- 

AUGUST  23 rd, 6:30 pm EST

AUGUST 11  
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm est

AUGUST 14  
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm est

OPEN HOUSES

Contact us today!

A uctionA uction

Sheridan Street Department 
has an immediate full-time position available.  
You may pick up a job description and application at 

Sheridan Town Hall 
506 South Main Street

Sheridan, IN 46069 
or mail your Resume to the same address.  

The deadline to apply is 
Monday, July 26, 2021, by 

4:00 p.m.  
No calls please.

Equal Employment Opportunity 
Employer

Participates in E-Verify

Employment Opportunity

“Our mission with More 
Than Corn is to inspire Hoo-
siers to abandon the mindset 
that Indiana is just corn-
fields,” Wall said. “How 
many of us have heard or 
said something along those 
lines when talking about 
Indiana with out-of-state 
friends or even amongst 
ourselves. Sure, we have 
corn. But we have so much 
more and I guarantee you’ll 
be a proud Hoosier when 
you watch Eli and Genesis 
work on their small, Indiana 
farm in this new series.”

Walls joked that neither 
12 Stars Media nor Hoodox 
have anything against corn.

“We aren’t anti-corn,” 
Walls told The Reporter 
with a laugh. “The series 
has nothing against corn 
by any stretch of the imag-
ination, but there is more 
than that here too. This lit-
tle farm is growing produce 
on just five acres that feeds 
hinders if not thousands of 
people every year through 
people buying their pro-
duce at a farmer’s market 
or restaurants buying their 
produce and serving it cus-
tomers. In Indiana, sure 
we’ve got corn and we’ve 
got soybeans, but we’ve got 
a lot more than that, too, 
and let’s celebrate that.”

Walls said he believes it 
is important to tell our own 
stories and to be proud to be 
a Hoosiers. 

“There is a lot of really 
great stuff outside of Indi-
ana that you get to see at 

Indy Short and at Indy Film 
Fest, but there is also a lot 
of stuff about Indiana or 
by Indiana filmmakers that 
maybe you wouldn’t see 
otherwise,” Walls said. 

Indy Shorts is doing a 
hybrid presentation model 
where there are on sever-
al events you can go to in 
order see films in person, 
and there are also streaming 
options. 

“I know the most about 
the one our film is in at 
Indy Fringe this Saturday 
night,” Walls said. “There 
will be an outdoor perfor-
mance from the jazz mu-
sicians who are featured in 
one of the films that will 
be playing that night. Since 
the films are shorts they 
stream together several in 
a program. The Indy Fringe 
screenings are outdoors. 
When you buy your pass, 
all of the programs are 
available virtually as well, 
so you can watch them 
from the comfort of your 
own home if you want to.”

About Indy Shorts
The Academy 

Award-Qualifying Indy 
Shorts International Film 
Festival presented by Heart-
land Film is the largest 
shorts festival in the Mid-
west running in Indianapo-
lis since 2018. Originally an 
expansion to the Heartland 
International Film Festival, 
Indy Shorts has become 
its own six-day summer 
festival that celebrates the 
unique, creative and capti-
vating art of short films in 
a wide range of categories 
including horror, comedy, 
documentary, narrative, an-
imated, and more.

Photo provided
Genesis McKiernan-Allen works in a greenhouse in this scene from the short 
film More than Corn showing this weekend at the Indy Shorts Film Festival.

Graphic provided

Corn
from Page 1

The REPORTER
The Advisory Team on 

Cuba on Wednesday sent a 
letter joined by 142 U.S. 
House Members and U.S. 
Senators to the member 
nations of the Organization 
of American States and the 
European Union, as well as 
to U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, urging 
them to stand up to “decades 
of tyranny, oppression, and 
economic devastation be-
cause of communist rule” 
in Cuba. 

Last week, House Re-
publican Leader Kevin Mc-
Carthy (R-Calif.) appoint-
ed Congresswoman Spartz 
(R-Ind.) to the Advisory 
Team on Cuba. The group 

advises House 
Republicans on 
the ongoing free-
dom protests, and 
is working on de-
veloping policies 
to ensure that 
the United States 
stands in soli-
darity with the 
Cuban freedom 
movement.

“What’s happening in 
Cuba should remind us how 
destructive communist and 
socialist ideologies are. Our 
country has always been a 
beacon of freedom to the 
world,” Rep. Spartz said. 
“I look forward to working 
with my colleagues to help 
the people of Cuba in their 

pursuit of free-
doms and rights.” 

“The Cuban 
people are risking 
everything to free 
themselves, their 
families, their 
country, and their 
futures from their 
socialist prison,” 
Rep. McCarthy 

said. “For 62 years, we have 
stood with them in support 
of their desire for liberty 
and self-determination. To-
day, as the situation in Cuba 
reaches a turning point, we 
must stand unequivocally 
with Cuba’s brave freedom 
fighters. They need our 
robust support, not weak 
rhetoric.”

Spartz

Rep. Spartz tapped 
to serve on Advisory 

Team on Cuba

Meeting Notice
The Hamilton County Sol-

id Waste Management District 
Board will meet at noon on Mon-
day, July 26, 2021.

Thanks for 
reading!

https://www.godbyhomefurnishings.com/
https://www.halderman.com/
http://primelifeenrichment.org/
https://tinyurl.com/2uwyxmkm
https://tinyurl.com/yzxkk57z
https://tinyurl.com/yzxkk57z
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
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EVENT SCHEDULE
6:00  Cocktails and Silent Auction
7:00  Dinner
7:15  Program and Live Auction
9:00  Dancing with Dave & Rae

TICKETS
$175 Each

Sponsored Table of 10 – $2,500

A special hotel room rate is available.
Details at prevailinc.org or 317.773.6942

Guests must be 21 and over

“Prevail strives to 
empower victims of 
crime and abuse on their 
path to healing, while 
engaging the community 
to support safe, healthy 
relationships.”  

PRESENTING SPONSOR

PARTNER SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

Saturday, August 21, 2021 
The Renaissance in Carmel at 11925 N. Meridian Street

COMPANION SPONSOR

*In Person Event
*We will be following current CDC Guidlines. 

Please check prevailinc.org for details.

Sen. Young applauds reform 
to organ donation system

Young

The REPORTER
U.S. Senator Todd 

Young (R-Ind.) has joined 
a coalition of congressio-
nal leaders from the Senate 
Committee on Finance and 
the House Committee on 
Oversight and Reform to 
commend the finalizing of 
a rule to reform the organ 
procurement system in the 
United States. The rule was 
on hold following a freeze 
of regulatory actions and 
agency-wide review as part 
of the transition process.

The letter encouraged 
the Biden administration to 
explore additional ways to 
accelerate the accountabil-
ity of organ procurement 
organizations (OPOs). The 
letter was sent to Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
Secretary Xavier Becerra 
and Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) 
Administrator Chiquita 
Brooks-LaSure.

Senator Young has been 
working to reform the na-
tion’s organ donation sys-
tem dating back to his time 
in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives when his friend, 
Marine dave ‘Gunny’ 
McFarland from Jeffer-
sonville, Ind., died because 
his heart transplant never 
came.

In July 2019, Sena-
tor Young introduced his 
legislation to bring great-
er oversight to OPOs and 
penned an op-ed outlining 
the need to act. In Decem-
ber 2019 during the Trump 
Administration, hhS an-
nounced proposed rules 
to adopt performance mea-
sures similar to Senator 
Young’s bill. Senator Young 
also sent letters to the hhS 
office of Inspector Gener-
al and to hhS Secretary 
Alex Azar seeking a com-
prehensive examination of 
the adequacy of the organ 
procurement and transplan-
tation system in the United 
States.

In November 2020, 

the hhS an-
nounced it 
finalized a 
proposed rule 
modeled af-
ter legislation 
introduced by 
Senator Young 
to bring greater 
accountability 
to the nation’s 
organ donation system and 
deliver more lifesaving or-
gans to patients.

“This Final Rule marks 
a critical first step toward 
ensuring greater account-
ability of all 57 OPOs in 
the United States,” the 
members wrote. However, 
“The COVID-19 pandem-
ic is exacerbating the need 
for organs now and creat-
ing an urgent health equity 
issue, as communities of 
color are disproportionately 
impacted by the failures of 
the current organ donation 
system and the effects of 
COVID-19.”

The Final Rule takes 
long overdue steps to hold 
OPOs accountable, which 
marks critical progress to-
wards improving the organ 
transplant system. GAO 
found that the rule would 
“increase donation rates 
and organ transplantation 
rates by replacing the cur-
rent outcome measures 
with new transparent, reli-
able, and objective outcome 
measures” and increase 
competition for control of 
open organ donation ser-
vice areas.

According to data from 
HHS, this rule will save 
more than 7,000 lives ev-
ery year. However, in its 
current form, the final rule 
would not provide for the 
decertification of failing 
OPOs until calendar year 
2026. These reforms also 
have urgent implications 
for health equity, as failures 
of the current organ dona-
tion system disproportion-
ately hurt patients of color.

The members pushed 

the administra-
tion to explore 
additional ways 
to accelerate the 
impact of the rule 
as quickly as pos-
sible.

“The need to 
act has only in-
creased over the 
last 18 months,” 

the member wrote. “Some 
experts project a dramatic 
increase in the demand for 
transplants as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
because the virus can cause 
organ failure in survivors, 
particularly damage to the 
kidneys. In light of this 
urgent need, we are con-
cerned about the protracted 
timeline for enforcement 
of the OPO rule, which 
currently does not allow 
for the decertification of 
failing OPOs until calendar 
year 2026. We thank the 
administration for moving 
forward with this rule, and 
ask you to consider addi-
tional ways to accelerate 
its impact to put patients’ 
interests first, saves lives 
and reduce racial health 
disparities.”

Click here to read the 
full letter.

In addition to Senator 
Young, the letter was signed 
by Senate Finance Com-
mittee Chair Ron Wyden 
(D-Ore.); Senators Chuck 
Grassley (R-Iowa), Ben 
Cardin (D-Md.), Michael 
Bennet (D-Colo.), Joni 
Ernst (R-Iowa), and Jerry 
Moran (R-Kan.); House 
Committee on Oversight 
and Reform (COR) Chair-
woman Carolyn B. Malo-
ney (D-N.Y.) and Ranking 
Member James Comer (R-
Ky.); House COR Econom-
ic and Consumer Policy 
Subcommittee Chair Raja 
Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.) 
and Ranking Member Mi-
chael Cloud (R-Texas); and 
House COR Member Con-
gresswoman Katie Porter 
(D-Calif.).

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown

Weatherman!
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COMPANY, INC.

Call 317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer today!

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com
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Vacant land. 3 wooded acres overlooking the 
 White River. BLC#21782343

State Road 37
 Strawtown • $149,900 

PENDING New House 
Plus Love 
= Home.Oh so cute! Move in ready with 3 BR, 1 BA on a 

quiet street with mature trees. Almost everything 
is new including roof, flooring, water heater, deck, 
fresh paint throughout and more. BLC#21796627

204 East Walnut Street 
 Kempton • $129,900 

Fantastic 5 BR, 3.5 BA home in North Harbour - 
completely updated inside & out! Stunning kitchen  

w/granite & engineered hardwoods, finished  
basement plus oversized garage. BLC#21785969

682 Shannon Court 
Noblesville • $474,900  

SOLD!

The home of your dreams, 6 BR w/7 full and  
2 half BA, nestled on 2 acres with heated pool, 
full basement, 6 gas fireplaces, 4-car garage 

and so much more! BLC#21795674

20170 Starlight Court 
 Noblesville • $2,375,000 

NEW LISTING!PENDING

Outstanding home with a wonderful floorplan,  
5 BR (one on main level), 3.5 BA, family room  

w/gas fire place, dreamy kit w/quartz counters, 
gas range & double ovens, sunroom, full 

basement, so much more. BLC#21795270

12097 Lantana Lane 
Fishers • $514,900  

PENDING

Wonderful 4 BR, 2.5 BA in popular Andover. Welcoming 
front porch, neutral fresh paint, kitchen w/pantry, 

center island, remodeled bathrooms, fenced rear yard 
w/large patio & fire pit. BLC#21799551

4510 Walcott Drive
 Westfield • $309,900  

NEW LISTING!

 1621 E. Greyhound Pass 
Carmel, IN 46032 

(317) 587-2001 
www.bussellfamilyfunerals.comDonna 

Bussell

TODAY’S BIBLE READING
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother,
To the church of God in Corinth, together with all his holy people 

throughout Achaia:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 1:1-3 (NIV)

Jeraldine Sue Gilpin
October 1, 1939 – July 22, 2021

Jeraldine Sue Gilpin, 81, Noblesville, passed away on Thursday, July 22, 2021 at her 
home. She was born on October 1, 1939 to Frank and Reba (Wynn) 
McDole in Anderson.

Jerri worked for Fishers Custom Upholstery for many years. 
She was a member of Victory Baptist Church. Jerri enjoyed playing 
games on her iPad, playing Christian music on the piano, and playing 
with her grand dogs.

She is survived by her children, Reba (Bill) Hyde, Gary Gruel, 
Sally Smith, and Lisa (Randy) Anderson; grandchildren, Heather 
Montes, Jodi McDonald, James Spray, and Adam Gruel; great-grand-
children, Jacob Werner, James Spray, Jr., Jordan House, and Yandel 

Anderson; and sisters, Gayle Kay Hull and Jeanie (David) Woods.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Merrill Gilpin; 

they were married since July 24, 1965; son, Greg Gruel; and brother, Frank McDole.
Services will be held at 2 p.m. on Monday, July 26, 2021 at Randall & Roberts Funer-

al Home, 1150 Logan St., Noblesville, with Pastor Shad Hill officiating. Visitation will 
be from 11 a.m. to the time of service at the funeral home. Burial will be at Crownland 
Cemetery in Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to Humane Society for Hamilton County, 10501 
Hague Road, Fishers, IN 46038, or at hamiltonhumane.com.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Over 100 Hoosier business 
leaders urging Congress
to pass the Equality Act

Submitted by Freedom 
for All Americans

More than 100 Indi-
ana businesses released 
a letter Thursday urging 
Congress to pass the Equal-
ity Act – federal legislation 
that would modernize and 
improve the nation’s civ-
il rights laws by including 
explicit, permanent protec-
tions for LGBTQ people. 
The coalition includes small 
businesses and large com-
panies across Indiana.

“Indiana is the home of 
Hoosier hospitality. Wheth-
er we're recruiting new em-
ployers or hosting March 
Madness, we welcome all,” 
reads the letter. “That is 
why, as members of Indi-
ana’s business community, 
we urge Congress to pass the 
Equality Act to ensure that 
all Americans are treated 
with respect and dignity, re-
gardless of their sexual ori-
entation or gender identity.”

Business leaders say 
the Equality Act will en-
sure that all Americans are 
treated with respect and 
dignity, regardless of their 
sexual orientation or gender 
identity. More than one in 
three LGBTQ people have 
reported experiencing dis-
crimination in their person-
al lives. The Equality Act 
would guarantee LGBTQ 
Americans have the same 
federal nondiscrimination 

protections afforded to all 
other Americans. It would 
also extend protections to 
millions of women who ar-
en’t covered under some ex-
isting federal anti-discrimi-
nation laws.

“Competitiveness for 
talent requires that the plac-
es where we operate are 
safe, welcoming, and free 
from discrimination for 
team members and their 
families,” said Jon Gilman, 
Founder and CEO of Clear 
Software, Inc. “It's time to 
update our federal laws to 
ensure LGBTQ Americans 
are no longer at risk of be-
ing fired from a job, refused 
a place to live, denied ser-
vice in a place of business 
or withheld critical medical 
care because of who they 
are or who they love.”

Currently, 29 states, in-
cluding Indiana, do not have 
laws that explicitly protect 
LGBTQ people from dis-
crimination. Some cities 
and counties across Indiana 
have enacted protections, 
creating an uncertain patch-
work that places the burden 
on employers and employ-
ees to determine where and 
to what extent LGBTQ peo-
ple are protected.

The recent U.S. Su-
preme Court decision in 
Bostock v. Clayton County 
provided guidance on em-
ployment discrimination 

based on sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity. The 
Equality Act would ensure 
those protections are cod-
ified in law and modern-
ize existing protections in 
housing and public accom-
modations.

“The current patchwork 
of protections creates un-
certainty and unpredict-
ability and demands a fed-
eral solution for businesses 
operating in Indiana and 
across multiple states,” 
said Joe Raver, President & 
CEO of Hillenbrand, Inc. 
“The Equality Act offers a 
federal standard and more 
importantly helps us pro-
tect our employees across 
the nation.”

“Overwhelming evi-
dence shows us that dis-
crimination is bad for busi-
ness – whether it’s in the 
workplace or in the com-
munities where employees 
and their families live and 
travel to. In order to attract 
and retain top talent, we 
need all states – including 
the Hoosier State – to be 
welcoming and respectful 
of all people. It's not just 
the right thing to do – it also 
makes economic sense,” 
said Jessica Shortall, direc-
tor of America Competes, 
the national, nonpartisan 
business coalition advocat-
ing for a clear federal non-
discrimination law.

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
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Haylin Harris runs away with 
Indiana Women's PGA Open

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Carmel's Haylin Harris dominated the IGA Women's PGA Open, which 
finished Thursday at Plum Creek Golf Club in Carmel. The Michigan 
State senior won with a total score of 10 under par.

Golf

It had been a while since Haylin 
Harris had won a tournament.

The last victory for the Carmel golf-
er and incoming Michigan State Uni-
versity senior was a junior tournament. 
On Thursday, Harris won her first adult 
tournament by triumphing at the Indi-
ana PGA Women’s Open, which took 
place at Plum Creek Golf Club in Car-
mel.

Harris led the tournament wire-to-
wire, carding identical rounds of 67 on 
both days of the event to pick up the 
win. Her final total of 134 was 10 under 
par and nine strokes ahead of second 
place. 

“It was actually my lowest tourna-
ment total,” said Harris. “I’ve never 
been in double digits before, under par.”

Harris was in control from the be-
ginning, making six birdies in her 
Wednesday first round to take an early, 
four-stroke lead. She followed that up 
with another six birdies on Thursday, 
making four of them in the front nine. 
That’s a total of 12 birdies for the tour-
nament, the most of any player.

“I just felt very comfortable with 
what I was doing the last few days,” 
said Harris. “When I knew I had a nice 
cushion there, I knew I didn’t need to 
do anything crazy. Just maintain what 
I was doing. I felt very calm coming 
down the end there.”

After receiving the winner’s trophy, 
Harris gave a brief speech, thanking 
her supporters and complimenting the 
Plum Creek staff for having the course 
in great shape after it had been drenched 
by rain late last week.

“When I was out here, I was like 
‘Hey, it’s going to be hard to get the 
course ready in a couple days,’ but I 
couldn’t believe how well they did,” 
said Harris. “The balls were bouncing 
way down the fairway today and they 
had it very firm, so they did a phenome-
nal job getting it dried out in time.”

Harris will soon be headed back to 
Michigan State for her senior year. The 
Spartans won the Big Ten tournament 
last season, qualifying for the region-
al and eventually the NCAA national 
tournament, where they finished 16th.

“We have three freshmen coming in 
and they’re all really good, and we’ve 
got a couple of really good returners, 
so I think we’re going to have a really 
strong team again this year and do some 
good stuff,” said Harris.

Zionsville's Claire Edwards and 
Fountaintown's Anneliese Fox each 
carded 143s to tie for the runner-up po-
sition; both golfers had two-under par 
70s in their second round.

Four other Hamilton County players 
finished in the top 10. Carmel’s Angeli-
ca Pfefferkorn, a Guerin Catholic grad-
uate now playing for Oklahoma State 
University, placed fourth with an even-
par 144. Pfefferkorn had seven birdies 
over the course of the tournament.

Noblesville’s Macy Beeson, an in-

coming Lapel junior, took fifth by scor-
ing 145. Beeson made an eagle during 
her first round, taking care of the par-4 
Hole No. 10 in two strokes. She also 
made one birdie in the second round.

Two Carmel golfers tied for sixth. 
Incoming sophomore Michaela Headlee 
scored a 146, draining seven birdies 
along the way. Sydney Longstreth, a 
new Carmel graduate headed to Ohio 
University, also scored a 146, including 
a one-under 71 for her first round, and 
made seven birdies.

Noblesville’s Caroline Whallon tied 
for 19th place, but had the second-most 
birdies at the event, making nine of 
them. Whallon will be a junior for the 
Millers this season. 

Fishers’ Marissa Spreitzer, a senior-
to-be at Hamilton Southeastern, and 
Zionsville’s Becky Williams, an incom-
ing senior at University, each made one 
eagle in the first round. Spreitzer eagled 
Hole No. 3, while Williams eagled Hole 
No. 17.

Williams placed 11th, while Carm-
el's Elizabeth Hedrick took 14th. Whal-
lon was joined in the 19th-place tie 
with Carmel's Christina Pfefferkorn (an 
incoming Guerin Catholic senior) and 
two Westfield golfers, Brette Hanavan 
and Adrienne Montalone, who is play-
ing out of Prairie View Golf Club.

Results for Hamilton County golfers 
now follow:

1. Haylin Harris, Carmel 67-67=134, 
4. Angelica Pfefferkorn, Carmel 
72-72=144, 5. Macy Beeson, No-
blesville 72-73=145, T6. Michaela 
Headlee, Carmel 73-73=146; Syd-
ney Longstreth, Carmel 71-75=146, 
T11. Becky Williams, Zionsville (Uni-
versity High School) 73-76=149, 
T14. Elizabeth Hedrick, Carmel 74-
76=150, T19. Christina Pfefferkorn, 
Carmel 76-75=151; Brette Hanav-
an, Westfield 76-75=151; Caroline 
Whallon, Noblesville 75-76=151; 
Adrienne Montalone, Prairie View 
GC, 73-78=151, T26. Samantha 
Brown, Westfield 78-74=152; Krist-
tini Hunt, Fishers 76-76=152, T35. 
Yanah Rolston, Fortville (Ham-
ilton Southeastern) 79-74=153, 
T38. Kamryn Williams, Carmel 79-
75=154; Sophie McGinnis, West-
field 73-81=154; T44. Marissa Sp-
reitzer, Fishers 79-76=155; Ava 
Hedrick, Carmel 79-76=155; Kelly 
Kluesner, Noblesville 76-79=155; 
Ava Nguyen, Carmel 75-80=155, 
T58. Sarah Brenneman, Noblesville 
81-77=158, T60. Margaret Wentz, 
Westfield 77-82=159; Sydney 
Hruskoci, Fishers 83-76=159, T64. 
Ellie Karst, Noblesville 82-79=161, 
T75. Lillian McVay, Fishers 85-
80=165, 88. Addison Kooi, West-
field 91-87=178, 89. Maya Ber-
glund, Carmel 85-95=180, 92. Ann 
McNulty, Noblesville 94-91=185.

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com


Major League  
Baseball standings

American League
East  W L PCT. GB
Boston  59 38 .608 -
Tampa Bay  58 39 .598 1.0
N.Y. Yankees  50 45 .526 8.0
Toronto  48 44 .522 8.5
Baltimore  31 64 .326 27.0
Central  W L PCT. GB
Chi. White Sox  58 38 .604 -
Cleveland  48 46 .511 9.0
Detroit   47 51 .480 12.0
Minnesota  41 56 .423 17.5
Kansas City  39 55 .415 18.0
West  W L PCT. GB
Houston  58 39 .598 -
Oakland  56 42 .571 2.5
Seattle  51 46 .526 7.0
L.A. Angels  47 48 .495 10.0
Texas  35 62 .361 23.0

National League
East W L PCT. GB
N.Y. Mets 50 43 .538 -
Atlanta 47 48 .495 4.0
Philadelphia 47 48 .495 4.0
Washington 45 50 .474 6.0
Miami 41 56 .423 11.0
Central W L PCT. GB
Milwaukee 56 41 .577 -
Cincinnati 49 47 .510 6.5
St. Louis 49 48 .505 7.0
Chi. Cubs 47 50 .485 9.0
Pittsburgh 36 60 .375 19.5
West W L PCT. GB
San Francisco 61 35 .635 -
L.A. Dodgers 59 39 .602 3.0
San Diego 57 42 .576 5.5
Colorado 42 54 .438 19.0
Arizona 30 68 .306 32.0

Thursday's games
Detroit 7, Texas 5

Atlanta 7, Philadelphia 2
Tampa Bay 5, Cleveland 4, 10 innings

San Diego 3, Miami 2

Boston 5, N.Y. Yankees 4, 10 innings
St. Louis 3, Chicago Cubs 2
L.A. Angels 3, Minnesota 2

Oakland 4, Seattle 1
San Francisco 5, L.A. Dodgers 3

Thanks for reading the Reporter
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Reigning NASCAR Cup Series cham-
pion Chase Elliott and NTT INDYCAR 
SERIES veteran Conor Daly were named 
to drive entries in the third Driven2Save-
Lives BC39 Powered by NOS Energy 
Drink on Aug. 18-19 at The Dirt Track at 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

Elliott will compete in the United 
States Auto Club (USAC) NOS Energy 
Drink National Midget Championship 
event for the first time. He will drive the 
No. 9 entry fielded by Paul May Motor-
sports.

Eight-time Indianapolis 500 present-
ed by Gainbridge starter Daly raced in 
2018 and 2019 in this event on the quar-
ter-mile dirt track inside Turn 3 of IMS. 
The event didn’t take place in 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This year Daly 
will drive the No. 47D entry fielded by 
Diaedge Racing.

Tickets are on sale now at IMS.com/
BC39. Reserved seat ticket prices for 
qualifying and the feature event Thurs-
day, Aug. 19 start at $35, the same price 
as in 2019.

Elliott, 25, earned his first Cup Series 
championship last season with Hendrick 
Motorsports. He is fifth in the Cup Series 
standings this season with two victories, 
qualifying him for the NASCAR Playoffs 
for all six seasons of his full-time Cup 
career.

Georgia native Elliott made two 
USAC NOS Energy Drink National 
Midget starts in February at Bubba Race-
way Park in Ocala, Florida, finishing 14th 
and 18th. Elliott also raced in the pres-
tigious Chili Bowl Nationals in January.

Daly, 29, from Noblesville is a two-

time veteran of the Chili Bowl, racing in 
the indoor classic in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 
2019 and 2020.

The BC39 event on the quarter-mile 
dirt oval inside Turn 3 at IMS will con-
tinue to honor late USAC champion and 
three-time Indianapolis 500 starter Bryan 
Clauson and increase awareness of and 
participation in the Indiana Donor Net-
work and Driven2SaveLives.

This year’s Driven2SaveLives BC39 

Powered by NOS Energy Drink also will 
be the conclusion of nearly a week of ex-
citing action on the road course and The 
Dirt Track at IMS. The NASCAR-IN-
DYCAR tripleheader takes place Aug. 
13-15, with the Big Machine Spiked 
Coolers for the NTT INDYCAR SERIES 

and Pennzoil 150 at the Brickyard for the 
NASCAR Xfinity Series on Saturday, 
Aug. 14 and the Verizon 200 at the Brick-
yard for the NASCAR Cup Series on the 
IMS road course for the first time Sunday, 
Aug. 15.

Photo courtesy Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Reigning NASCAR Cup Series champion Chase Elliott will join Noblesville INDYCAR star Conor Daly at the 
Driven2SaveLives BC 39 Powered by NOS Energy Drink race Aug. 18-19 at The Dirt Track at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway.

Elliott, Daly to drive in BC39 Aug. 
18-19 at The Dirt Track at IMS
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