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happy july 4th!
the Reporter will publish on july 4,

but will not publish on Sunday, july 5 so 
staff can celebrate Independence Day  

with friends, family and loved ones.

CrossRoads Westfield gives
back to man’s best friends

Photo provided
CrossRoads Church at Westfield is celebrating July 4th by offering free dog and cat food from 9 to 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, July 4 at the church, located at 19201 Grassy Branch Road, Westfield. This is for Hamilton County 
residents. This drive-thru format allows for safe distancing practices and people are asked to not get out 
of their vehicles. A prayer station will be provided. This event is part of an effort of CrossRoads Church at 
Westfield called “For Our Neighbor,” in which church members seek to get to know, enjoy, love, and serve 
their local neighbors. Check out CrossRoads Church at Westfield online at ForOurNeighbor.Life.

Just don’t 
give a hoot

Most of us in the 
sandwich generation 
are, shall we say, 
middle aged. Defini-
tions of middle age 
(or middle adulthood) 
vary but most of the 
time it means a person 
is between 45 and 65 
years old.

I used to cringe 
at this term. In fact, I 
wouldn’t let my husband say he was mid-
dle aged until he turned 50. Then I used the 
term to describe myself starting around age 
47 and he was rather baffled. I just like to 
keep John on his toes.

But I’ve realized that this stage of life, 
even with its challenges, is pretty great. 

I have a group of friends who get to-
gether once a month and travel together 
once a year. We’ve been friends for over 20 
years now, with some of us having known 
each other even longer. I treasure this “Our 
Gang” group.

Since we couldn’t travel all together 
this year, we had a Zoom call last Satur-
day. One of the topics of our conversation 
was the general feeling of amazement that 
we’re all around 50 years of age now. 

“I swear we were all just celebrating 
turning 30,” my friend Cindy commented.

AMY SHANKLAND
Sandwiched

COLUMNIST

Correction
Yesterday’s arti-

cle on the fundraising 
campaign for Arcadia’s 
splash pad contained an 
incorrect link.

Those wishing to do-
nate can click here.

You can read the 
orginal story it its entire-
ty at this link.

See Hoot . . . Page 2

Remember the
soldiers who made

independence possible

13 came to Hamilton County . . .

With the cel-
ebration of Inde-
pendence Day, it 
seems appropri-
ate to remember 
men who fought 
in the Revolu-
tionary War to se-
cure our nation's 
freedom.

There were 
likely no Hamil-
ton County natives fighting 
in the war since the area 
was still a vast wilderness 
in 1776. But, in the years 
following the war, settlers 
moved into the area, includ-
ing at least 13 veterans who 
lived out their lives here and 
are buried in the county.

None of these men were 
young or even middle age 
by the time they and their 
families began settling 
Hamilton County in the 
early 1820s. These old vets 
probably came with chil-
dren and grandchildren to 
our area.

Most were buried in 
small rural cemeteries. The 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution has worked over 
the years to locate and mark 
the graves of these Ameri-
can heroes.

These were 
tough old sol-
diers. One ac-
count tells of 
George Abney 
who fought in 
several engage-
ments in South 
Carolina, then 
in later years, 
came to Hamil-
ton County. He 

died at the age of 98 while 
burning stumps to clear his 
family's homestead.

The 13 identified in-
clude some with family 
names still found among the 
current population. Nancy 
Massey at the Noblesville 
library has a file of these 
veterans. Her list includes 
the following:

• William Cutts
• Levi Holloway
• John Hair or Hare
• Samuel Torrons or 

Torrens
• George Abney
• Micah French
• Elias Morgan
• Eli Coverdale
• Justus Scott
• Isaac Hamman
• Davis Whelchel
• John Burris
• John Burk or Burke

FRED SWIFT
The County Line

COLUMNIST

Noblesville unveils banner art gallery

Photo provided

The REPORTER
The City of Nobles-

ville and Nickel Plate Arts 
are proud to announce an-
other year of the banner 
art gallery, which will be 
displayed on the down-
town Noblesville street 
light poles. The banner art 
gallery program works to 
showcase artwork by local 
artists in Hamilton County.

Sixteen works of art by 
11 local artists were select-
ed for the program. The city 
and Nickel Plate Arts’ goal 
of the banner art exhibit is to 
enhance community aware-
ness and appreciation of the 
artistic talent in the city.

“The culture of art in 
Noblesville makes the city 
a vibrant place to both live 
and visit,” Mayor Chris Jen-
sen said. “The new banners 

will be up this week in our 
downtown district and we 
have some incredible local 
artists that we are excited to 
show off their work.”

Artists include Anna 
Afshar, Nichole Cochran, 
Jordan Cooley, Beth Forst, 
Randall Scott Harden, 
Gant Haverstick, Michael 
Janosky, Nancy Keating, 
Craig Mullins, Heather 
O’Neill and Randy Swaim. 

This program highlights 
a key pillar of the Jensen 
administration, which is 
focused on preserving and 
enhancing Noblesville’s 
historic downtown.

Information about the 
artists including headshots 
and biographies can be 
found at cityofnoblesville.
org by clicking Community 
Engagement.

Fishers Health Department releases
city-specific COVID data dashboard
The REPORTER

The Fishers Health 
Department on Thurs-
day released an updated 
COVID-19 dashboard, in-
clusive of all test results 
and deaths for Fishers resi-
dents. Residents may access 
this information at FHD's 
COVID-19 page at fishers.
in.us/coronavirus. Since 
the beginning of the pan-
demic, there have been 450 
positive cases of COVID-19 
and 35 related deaths. 

"My hope is that Fish-
ers residents will be able 
to use this data as a small 
tool in their toolbox to 
keeping themselves safe 
during this pandemic," said 
Fishers public health direc-
tor Monica Heltz. "While 
we have been vigilant as 

a community to 
social distance 
and take neces-
sary precautions, 
we are starting to 
see an uptick in 
COVID-19 cases, 
nearing our peak 
in April. As we 
head into a hol-
iday weekend, I 
ask that our com-
munity remain 
vigilant."

Since the in-
ception of the 
Fishers Health 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
Fishers public 
health officials 
have worked 
diligently to de-
velop and confirm a com-
prehensive analysis of all 

COVID-19 infec-
tions and deaths 
in the city. Fishers 
is the only com-
munity in Indiana 
to provide a com-
prehensive view 
of COVID-19 
cases and deaths 
within the com-
munity.

" T o d a y ' s 
dashboard up-
date is timely 
given the nation-
al trends we are 
seeing as many 
communities are 
seeing an uptick 
in COVID-19 
cases," Fishers 
Mayor Scott Fad-

ness said. "I believe it is 
imperative to put accurate 

and timely information in 
the hands of our residents 
to equip them to make in-
formed decisions to miti-
gate the risk of contracting 
this disease." 

The new dashboard in-
cludes a rolling seven-day 
average of cases to better 

See Data . . . Page 2heltz
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Yes, time definitely flies 
when you’ve having fun, 
and I’ve certainly had loads 
of it with Our Gang. But I 
told everyone that I am ac-
tually embracing this stage 
of life, even though I’m 
battling menopause symp-
toms and juggling my fam-
ily, work, and taking care 
of my mother. 

Why? Because it gives 

you this wonderful sense of 
just not giving a hoot. I used 
a stronger word than “hoot” 
on the call, but this is a fam-
ily newspaper.

Now, don’t get me 
wrong – I still care about 
what is happening in the 
world and about others. 
I’m passionate about many 
causes and work to help 
make a difference every day 

to bring joy to this planet.
But I no longer give 

a hoot about what people 
think of me. For example, in 
the past it would upset me 
tremendously when some-
one didn’t like my positive 
personality. One of my for-
mer bosses actually told me 
it got on her nerves. I even 
gave serious consideration 
to toning down my enthusi-

asm that day. 
Thankfully I “woke up” 

and realized she was the one 
with the problem, not me. 
Now I won’t change who I 
am for anyone or anything. 

Other smaller things 
that used to bother me 
are that I don’t like wear-
ing nail polish, I prefer to 
wear my graying hair long 
vs. short, and I only wear 
minimal makeup. I used to 
fear that the world would 
judge me about all of these 
things. Now? Eh. I don’t 
give a hoot. 

As long as I look put-to-
gether in most situations I 
feel a new confidence that 
I’ve only discovered in my 
40s. Not feeling awful for 
two days out of every month 
has been a plus as well! 

I hope if you’re middle 
aged like me that you are 
enjoying the positive things 
in this stage of life. It took 
me decades to finally be 
able to say that I like who I 
am. I hope you can say that 
as well. 
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Care • Committment • Convenience

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen 
Noblesville

E. 146th Street

14701 Tom Wood Way 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
317.853.4552

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen  
Noblesville

The Atlas Cross Sport.
What's new for 2020?

Fun to drive. Easy to cover.

I was born and raised right here in 
Noblesville. I grew up in a home without 
domestic violence or assault – it wasn’t 
something I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail of Central 
Indiana, I was shocked by the number of 
individuals who are affected by domestic 
violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail helped 
more than 4,000 clients in Hamilton 
County. (Nearly 80 percent of clients are 
women and children.) Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to discuss, so 
you don’t often hear about them. But at 
Tom Wood Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and raising 
awareness for Prevail, an organization  
that helps families in Hamilton County.  
 – Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton County families 
affected by domestic violence and 
sexual abuse, you can donate the 
following items: 

 •  Art supplies (for children to journal and 
express their emotions)

• Bottled water (8 oz. bottles, preferably) 
• Individually packaged snacks 
•  Gas cards (many women have no access 

to funds after fleeing their abuser)

Drop off items at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville,  
14701 Tom Wood Way. 

All Atlas Cross Sport models come with a touchscreen infotainment display 

with both Apple CarPlay and Android Auto integration. Navigation is optional, 

as is a reconfigurable digital gauge display and SiriusXM satellite radio. The 

Volkswagen Car-Net connectivity app allows for remote starting and analytics 

while a 4G LTE Wi-Fi hotspot allows occupants to remain connected to the 

internet with their smart devices while on the go.

·  Standard autonomous emergency braking with forward-collision warning

·  Standard blind-spot monitoring with rear cross-traffic alert

·  Available adaptive cruise control with semi-autonomous driving mode

 

Your Friends in the Insurance Business 
Visit our website at BraggInsurance.com 

      317-758-5828  
       Home     Auto     Business     Life 

assist residents in iden-
tifying rising trends in 
COVID-19 cases. Data 
also show the demograph-
ic breakdown for age and 
sex. The Fishers Health 
Department continues to 
maintain the COVID-19 
dashboard for the Fishers 
Testing Site, which pro-
vides more granular infor-
mation such as disposition 
of symptoms. 

Fishers residents age 12 
and over interested in re-
ceiving a free COVID-19 
test through the Fishers 
Health Department can vis-
it Fishersrecovery.com/
Testing to take the assess-
ment and access test sched-
uling. Residents do not 
need to be symptomatic to 
receive testing.

The Fishers Health De-
partment Testing Site has 
conducted nearly 4,000 tests 

for Fishers residents. In con-
junction with COVID-19 
testing, the Fishers Health 
Department is conducting 
contact tracing to reduce 
the unintended spread of the 
disease.

Residents are encour-
aged to follow the recom-
mended CDC guidelines: 

• Wear facial coverings 
(age 2 and over)

• Social distance when 
possible

• Wash hands frequently
• Limit exposure to those 

outside your household
• Sanitize surfaces
• Maintain awareness of 

your symptoms
Residents may access 

Fishers Health Department 
services, in both Spanish 
and English, online at fish-
ers.in.us/healthdepart-
ment, or contact the depart-
ment at (317) 567-5045.

Hoot
from Page 1

Data
from Page 1

Need more news?
ReadtheReporter.com
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The REPORTER
Musicians from the Car-

mel Symphony Orchestra 
(CSO) will help Carmel 
residents and visitors cele-
brate Independence Day by 
performing for guests at the 
Carmel Farmers Market on 
Saturday, July 4. The full or-
chestra typically plays each 
year for the fireworks; how-
ever, due to changes made 
in response to COVID-19, 
the Brass Quintet will allow 
the CSO to continue the tra-
dition of being a part of the 
July 4th celebration in Car-
mel. Patriotic melodies will 
be performed from 8:15 to 
11:15 a.m.

Luci Snyder, CSO Board 
Chair, will kick off the fun 
by ringing the bell to open 
the Farmers Market at 8 a.m. 

The Quintet will perform 
from the amphitheater on the 
east side of the Carter Green 
lawn.

“This is a unique year 
for the Carmel Farmers 
Market and we are thrilled 
to be part of it,” Snyder 
said. “In previous years, 
the Farmers Market has not 
been open on the fourth due 
to CarmelFest and other 
activities sharing the same 
venue. With the cancel-
lation of CarmelFest this 
year due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, this opportunity 
opened for the market and 
for us to play a small role 
in helping celebrate our na-
tion’s independence.”

The musicians perform-
ing at the market are part of 
the CSO Brass Quintet. The 

list includes Dan Price, trum-
pet; Bob Bonner, trumpet; 
Dave Poncar, horn; Larry 
Lawhead, trombone; and 
Andy Meyer, tuba. Art Rein-
er will join the CSO mem-
bers on percussion.

The Quintet will perform 
eight sets of songs including 
many traditional patriotic 
tunes like Stars & Stripes 
Forever, God Bless America 
and Yankee Doodle. They 

will also honor Hoosiers with 
Back Home Again in Indiana 
as well as pay tribute to our 
servicemen with the Armed 
Forces Salute, which in-
cludes all the service hymns. 

These performances, 
along with the Carmel Farm-
ers Market, are free and open 
to the public.

Learn more about the 
Carmel Symphony Orchestra 
at CarmelSymphony.org.

 News 3

• CArMeL: CarmelFest this year will 
be on July 4 in three parts of the city to allow 
more residents to see them from home: West 
Park, 2700 W. 116th St.; Chase Court cul-de-
sac, between Range Line Road and Guilford 
Avenue; Badger Field, 5459 E. Main St. Fire-
works will last for 20 minutes beginning at 
9:45 p.m. and will be synced to music broad-
cast by the Carmel High School Radio Station, 
91.3 WHJE. There will be no parade this year.

• CICero: The parade will begin at 
11 a.m. Lights Over Morse Lake begins at 
approximately 10 p.m. July 4. The best view-
ing location is near the intersection of Main 
and Buckeye streets. 

• FISherS: The City of Fishers canceled 
the July 4th Geist fireworks show due to coro-
navirus and public health concerns.

• NoBLeSVILLe: July 4 Parade and Fire-
work Festival: The parade starts at 4:30 p.m. 
Due to public health concerns, parade partic-
ipants will not be allowed to hand out or dis-
tribute anything to the crowd. This eliminates 
all hand-to-hand contact. The parade has been 
extended four streets along Monument Street. 
City officials are encouraging the public to 
use the entire length of the parade to view the 
event. The festival will be from 6 to 10 p.m. at 
Forest Park. Fireworks will begin at 10 p.m.

• SherIdAN: The July Festival and pa-
rade has been canceled. A firework display 
will still be provided on July 4 at dusk in Bid-
dle Memorial Park, 608 E. 10th St.

• WeSTFIeLd: Westfield Rocks The 
4th has been canceled due to coronavirus and 
public health concerns.

hamilton County 
july 4th events

and cancellations

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

DINE -IN & CARRY-OUT
Delicious NEW menu items 

NOW available!
Look forward to seeing you soon!

317-804-2051
3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Pasto Italiano is open!

Photo provided by Amy Pauszek
(From left) ATI’s Cynthia Collins, Don Farrell and Judy Fitzgerald are ready to help you celebrate our 
country’s birthday tonight on Facebook Live.

Share a patriotic Friday night 
with Actors Theatre of Indiana
The REPORTER

Actors Theatre of Indi-
ana will present a Patriotic 
Friday Night Live at 7:30 
p.m. tonight on a computer 
or video screen near you.

Don Farrell, Judy Fitz-
gerald and Cynthia Collins 
make up the ATI Trio and 
are ready to help you kick 
off your Independence Day 
weekend by sharing some 
patriotic favorites. They 
will be joined by ATI Exec-
utive Director Jim Reilly.

With many events can-
celed due to the pandemic, 
ATI is offering another way 
to honor our great nation.

“The 4th of July may be 
a little different this year in 
regard to how we celebrate 
it, but the pride of living in 
the greatest nation on earth 
never changes,” Collins 
said.

“Although we have cel-
ebrated July 4th as a federal 
holiday since 1941, our na-
tion’s celebrations go back 

farther to July 2nd, 1776, 
when the Continental Con-
gress voted in favor of In-
dependence,” Farrell said. 
“Much has transpired since 
then and we, as the adoles-
cent nation we are, contin-
ue to grow, continue to be 
challenged and most im-
portantly, continue to learn. 
We must reflect on the ques-
tions: What have our free-
doms cost us? What are we 
willing to protect? What is 
worth a righteous fight and 

what isn’t? What better way 
to keep our freedoms and 
our future at the forefront 
than to celebrate and reflect 
through song.”

This is a perfect way to 
spend your Friday night – 
while practicing safe social 
distancing – with the help of 
social media. It is easy to join 
by logging onto the Face-
book Live event. Come to 
Actors Theatre of Indiana’s 
Facebook page and join in 
for some music and fun.

Carmel Symphony Orchestra Brass Quintet to 
Celebrate July 4th at Carmel Farmers Market

paul poteet . . .
your hometown

Weatherman!
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this is hamilton County’s hometown Newspaper.
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Specializing in 
Metal Roofing • Siding • Garages

(260) 251-4871

Schwartz Brothers 
Construction

When your I.T. department clocks out,
We clock in.

Monday-Friday 5-10 PM
Saturday & Sunday 9 AM - 10 PM

866.987.2349
Support@SimpleITWorks.com
Facebook.com/SimpleITWorks

Emergency I.T. services when you need it.

Meeting Notices

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 
The Hamilton County GIS Poli-
cy Committee will hold a virtual 
meeting to discuss GIS projects 
at 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 
2020. The public can access this 
meeting by calling (219) 225-
8177 and entering Conference ID 
576498158#.

The Noblesville Redevelop-
ment Commission will meet at 9 
a.m. on Thursday, July 9, 2020, 
in the Council Chamber at No-
blesville City Hall, 16 S. 10th St., 
Noblesville.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 
The Hamilton County ISS Board 
will meet to discuss ISSD proj-
ects at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 
2020, via Microsoft Teams.

The Westfield Washington 
Schools Board of Trustees will 
meet in an executive session at 
6 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2020, 
in the Media Center at Washing-
ton Woods Elementary, 17950 
Grassy Branch Road, Westfield. 
The executive session will cov-
er the following: To train school 
board members with an outside 
consultant about the performance 
of the role of the members as 
public officials (IC 5-14-1.5-6.1 
(11)); to discuss a job perfor-
mance evaluation of individual 
employees. This subdivision does 
not apply to a discussion of the 
salary, compensation, or benefits 
of employees during a budget 
process (IC 5-14-1.5-6.1 (9)); and 
for discussion of the assessment, 
design, and implementation of 
school safety and security mea-
sures, plans, and systems (IC 
5-14- 1.5-6.1 (3))

Multi-phase closure of 236th Street
Effective on or after Monday, July 13, a three-mile 

stretch of 236th Street will be closed in two separate 
phases for road rehabilitation, each for a period not to 
exceed 150 calendar days.

The first phase is from west of Devaney Road to 
east of Tollgate Road. This phase is scheduled to close 
Monday, July 13 through Tuesday, Dec. 1. Motorists 
will be directed to use the signed detour route of 256th 
Street and State Road 19 throughout construction, 
while all affected land owners will continue to have ac-
cess to their properties.

The second phase is from west of Deming Road to 
west of Devaney Road. This phase will begin in spring 
2021. More information will be forthcoming.

Click here for more project information.

Promise Road closing next week
Effective Monday, July 6, Promise Road between 

State Road 32 and 191st Street will be closed to thru 
traffic between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. while pipe cuts are 
made. Motorists are asked to seek a different route 
during this daytime closure.

The REPORTER
At 5:38 p.m. Wednesday 

evening, emergency crews 
were called to the scene of 
a serious crash on Interstate 
69 southbound near 106th 
Street in Fishers.

Senior Trooper Nick 
Klingkammer was close by 
and arrived quickly. He told 
dispatchers there were two 
unresponsive victims in one 
car and he was unable to 
gain access to render aid to 
them. The Fishers Fire De-
partment quickly responded 
to the scene and hastily ex-
tricated both crash victims 
from the car.

Despite lifesaving ef-
forts, both the driver and 
passenger of the car were 
pronounced deceased at 
the scene. There was also a 
semi-tractor trailer involved 
in the collision; that driver 
was transported to the hos-

pital with minor injuries. 
Preliminarily, investiga-

tors believe the driver of the 
passenger car swerved to 
avoid shredded tire debris 
in the roadway and lost con-
trol, then the car spun into 
the path of the semi and was 
struck on the driver's side.

Neither alcohol nor any 
other impairment is suspect-
ed as a contributing factor to 
this crash; however, as state 
law requires, blood tests for 
the drivers involved will be 
part of the investigation. 

The driver of the car 
was Marcus Padgett, 19, 
Spencer, Ind., and the pas-
senger was Elizabeth Rob-
ertson, 17, Pendleton, Ind., 
both deceased.

The driver of the semi is 
identified as Anthony Man-
uel, 52, of Georgia. 

The investigation into 
this crash is ongoing.

Crash on I-69 claims 
two lives Wednesday

Fireworks to be displayed at 
several state parks Saturday
The REPORTER

The public can watch 
fireworks at several Indi-
ana State Park properties 
in recognition of Indepen-
dence Day. Standard gate 
fees of $7 for in-state vehi-
cles and $9 for out-of-state 
vehicles will apply for ad-
mission throughout the day 
at each site.

Social distancing is ex-
pected when visiting state 
park properties, and masks 
are recommended. Please 
enjoy your visit responsibly 
for the safety of other guests 
and DNR staff. Personal 
fireworks are prohibited at 
Indiana State Parks.

In the days before each 
event, watch individual 
state park Facebook pages 
for any updates or changes 
based on weather.

Sites currently sched-
uled to host fireworks 
shows and viewing are:

Clifty Falls State Park
The City of Madison’s 

fireworks, scheduled for 
10 p.m. on July 4, can be 
viewed from Clifty Falls 
State Park. Additionally, 

Clifty Inn will host a view-
ing area for inn guests.

Patoka Lake
Enjoy the 15th annu-

al “Thunder Over Patoka” 
fireworks display at Pato-
ka Lake Beach on July 4. 
Fireworks will start around 
10 p.m. Bring family and 
friends, lawn chairs, and 
blankets. The beach will be 
the primary viewing area.

Expect increased traffic. 
Anyone planning to attend 
the fireworks should plan to 
arrive early to the property 
and beach area. The staff 
recommends spending the 
entire day at Patoka Lake 
to ensure getting in for the 
show. While there, visit 
the Nature Center, have a 
family picnic, play a round 
of disc golf and enjoy the 
beach. Parking spots will be 
limited, and staff expects to 
meet parking capacity. Once 
that happens, vehicles will 
be let into Newtown-Stew-
art State Recreation Area, 
one by one, only as another 
vehicle leaves.

Campers who leave 
through the entrance gate 

anytime on July 4 should 
expect that they may not be 
able to re-enter the proper-
ty very quickly. A special 
viewing section has been set 
up for fireworks viewing in 
the modern campground’s 
section C. If viewing fire-
works from the beach, 
campers should follow the 
path past the camp store to 
the beach instead of driv-
ing. This will allow vehicle 
traffic at the beach for those 
entering the property on the 
day of the fireworks.

Pokagon State Park
The July 4 fireworks 

display presented on Lake 
James by the Lake James 
Association is current-
ly continuing as planned; 
however, the traditional 
guest shuttle service will 
not be offered this year due 
to social distancing require-
ments. Fireworks will begin 
at approximately 9:30 p.m.

Guests may park in 
designated paved lots 
throughout the park. Poka-
gon will provide a drop off 
only lane at the inn, but ve-
hicles cannot be left at that 

location, and shuttles will 
not run to the parking lots. 
Guests are asked to please 
plan accordingly.

Raccoon SRA 
(Cecil M. Harden Lake)

Raccoon SRA’s fire-
works show is scheduled 
for 10 p.m. on July 4, 
sponsored and provided by 
the Raccoon Lake Home-
owners Association. The 
Bellmore Fire Department 
contracts the pyrotechnics 
company, and they will be 
collecting free-will dona-
tions in lieu of gate entrance 
fees from 4 to 10 p.m. The 
beach will serve as the pri-
mary viewing venue.

Postponed and 
canceled events

• Versailles State Park’s 
fireworks show is scheduled 
for 9:30 p.m. on July 11.

• Monroe Lake’s will 
host its fireworks on Sept. 
6, the Sunday of Labor Day 
weekend.

• Fireworks at Indiana 
Dunes State Park and Mis-
sissinewa Lake have been 
canceled for this year.

The REPORTER
Congresswomen Susan 

W. Brooks (R-Ind.-05) and 
Kathleen Rice (D-N.Y.-04) 
on Wednesday introduced 
H.R. 7441, the Hire Veteran 
Health Heroes Act of 2020 
to ensure the Departments 
of Defense and Veterans Af-
fairs collaborate to recruit 
medical personnel leaving 
the armed services to work 
for the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration. Companion 
legislation has been intro-
duced in the Senate by Sen-
ator Mike Braun (R-Ind.).

“There are tens of thou-
sands of open positions in 
the Veterans Health Admin-
istration, and in order to fill 
those slots and provide good 
jobs to healthcare profes-
sionals departing the armed 
services, our bill seeks to re-
cruit those departing service 
members back into federal 
service at the VA,” Brooks 
said. “This bipartisan legis-
lation could be the solution 
to filling open positions 
and retaining our departing 
healthcare professionals 
in the armed forces with-
in Federal healthcare. The 
medical system that ser-
vices our nation’s veterans 
needs to have the best and 
brightest. Recruiting depart-
ing DOD medical personnel 
is the best way to fill these 

spots with high-
ly qualified men 
and women who 
have already been 
trained to care 
for our military 
family.”  

“There are 
few individuals 
as uniquely quali-
fied to fill the open 
positions in the 
Veterans Health 
Administration 
than departing 
military medical 
personnel," Rice 
said. "By ensur-
ing the recruit-
ment of these 
servicemembers, 
this bill will help 
provide good-paying jobs 
for our nation's veterans and 
help fill tens of thousands of 
open healthcare positions at 
the VA. I thank Congress-
woman Brooks for leading 
this bipartisan legislation, 
and I hope it will be passed 
and signed into law swiftly."

Braun introduced a 
companion bill in the Sen-
ate.

“Hire Veteran Health 
Heroes Act of 2020 is a 
long overdue bill. Our 
highly trained military 
medical professionals have 
acquired their indispens-
able skills while in service 

to our nation,” 
Braun said. “This 
bill seeks to ac-
tively recruit our 
Veterans to work 
in the Veterans 
Health Admin-
istration when 
they leave active 
duty. Veterans 
serving Veterans 
is a formula that 
will undoubtfully 
provide robust 
healthcare. I sup-
port the effort of 
my colleagues 
in the House, 
Representatives 
Brooks and Rice, 
and we are hope-
ful this bill will 

help fill thousands of open 
positions currently found 
in the VA.”

Background
There are tens of thou-

sands of open VA positions 
across the country. 13,000 
departing military health-
care professionals sepa-
rate from the military each 
year. Currently there is no 
program in place to active-
ly recruit these separating 
healthcare professionals.

The goal of the Hire 
Veteran Health Heroes Act 
is to recruit that talent back 
into government service. 

The bill would require VA 
human resources staff in-
volved in the required tran-
sitions assistance program 
(TAPS) classes and brief-
ings that all service mem-
bers must do before they 
leave the service.

There the human re-
sources staff would give an 
overall brief to separating 
medical personnel (doc-
tors, nurses, dentists, med-
ics, radiology technicians, 
medical administrators, bio-
medical maintenance tech-
nicians, etc.) about employ-
ment opportunities, then for 
those who are interested, a 
one-on-one meeting would 
be set up with the human 
resources technician. 

If the service member 
met the qualifications, the 
separating service member 
could be given a tentative 
job offer for any open posi-
tion in any VA facility using 
direct hiring authorities.

This would be for Ti-
tle 38 (providers), Hybrid, 
and Title 5 (administrative) 
positions, and at all grades, 
including senior leadership 
positions. Then the service 
members packet would be 
forwarded to the gaining fa-
cility for credentials check, 
background check, inter-
views, etc. before a final of-
fer would be made.

Brooks

Braun

Brooks, Braun, Rice introduce legislation to 
recruit U.S. military healthcare professionals

https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/475/236th-St-East-Rehabilitation
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REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY, INC.

Thinking or buying, selling or building a home?

 Spacious and sparkling clean all brick ranch w/3BR, 
2BA, hearth room w/brand new gas insert, all appliances 

stay in spacious kitchen, 4 season sunroom overlooks 
large deck, oversized garage + a shed for storage. 

BLC# 21706930

1103 Riverview Drive  
Greenfield • $179,900 

Cute as a button ranch with 3 BR, 2 BA on large 
professionally landscaped lot, large family rm w/
fireplace, new luxury vinyl flooring + new carpet, 

windows, siding and appliances, many other recent 
updates. BLC# 21706935

20645 Alpine Drive  
Noblesville • $219,900 

Beautiful well maintained 4 BR, 2.5 BA w/3-car 
garage, finished basement w/rec room, kitchen 

has loads of counter space and all appliances stay. 
Prof. landscaping, stamped patio + fire pit. Don’t 

miss out on this one. BLC# 21698357

8861 Lavender Court 
Noblesville • $329,900

PENDING

Fantastic 2 story in popular Mill Grove w/3 BR, 2.5 BA, 
huge upstairs bonus room could be 4th BR, large kitchen 

has breakfast bar + center island, family room with 
fireplace, huge garage w/storage racks, park-like  
backyard w/custom 2 tier deck. BLC# 21711820

5818 Mill Oak Drive  
Noblesville • $264,900 

Beautiful home 4 BR, 4 BA on over 1/2 acre in a serene 
neighborhood/no HOA. Backyard oasis w/16x32 in-
ground pool/w cover, paver patio, decks, mini barn. 

Finished basement, wet bar, theater room, so much more 
to see. BLC# 21706931

20045 Wagon Trail Drive  
Noblesville • $394,900 

Stunning 4 BR, 2.5 BA in Oakbay. Updated kitchen with 
new SS appliances, wine fridge. Master BA redone 2020, 

finished basement, park-like backyard, 3-car garage 
with workshop. BLC# 21714855

7110 Oakview Circle  
Noblesville • $379,900 

PENDING

Adorable 2 bedroom move-in ready condo. Corner unit with 
lots of natural lighting, open floor plan, eat-in kitchen has 

center island, SS appliances. Washer & dryer stay. Amenities/
clubhouse, pool, playground. BLC# 21720239

12075 Scoria Drive, Unit 1200 
Fishers • $133,900 

On the water beautiful 3 BR, 2.5 BA ranch with walkout 
lower level. updated kitchen and baths, outdoor kitchen 
on deck, screened porch lower level, boat dock and lift 

included. BLC# 21716575 

2618 Inlet Drive  
Cicero • $489,900 

Really cute ranch w/3 BR & 2 BA. Open floor plan w/
cathedral ceiling in great room, all kitchen appliances 
stay, fresh paint, new carpet and vinyl. 1-year home 

warranty.  Neighborhood pool & playground.  
BLC# 21717124

10218 Carmine Drive  
Noblesville • $189,900 

NEW LISTING!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

PENDING

NEW LISTING!

 1621 E. Greyhound Pass 
Carmel, IN 46032 

(317) 587-2001 
www.bussellfamilyfunerals.comDonna 

Bussell

TODAY’S BIBLE READING
It seemed good unto us, being assembled with 
one accord, to send chosen men unto you with 
our beloved Barnabas and Paul, Men that have 
hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We have sent therefore Judas and 
Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by 
mouth. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and 
to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things; That ye abstain from meats 
offered to idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye 
keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. So 
when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: 
and when they had gathered the multitude together, 
they delivered the epistle: Which when they had 
read, they rejoiced for the consolation.

Acts 15:25-31 (KJV)

Carl Osborn Conover
October 20, 1925 – June 30, 2020

Carl Osborn Conover, 94, Westfield, passed away on Tues-
day, June 30, 2020 at his home. He was 
born on October 20, 1925, one of nine 
children, to Lloyd and Marie (Osborn) 
Conover in Clermont County, Ohio.

Carl proudly served in the Unit-
ed States Marines in the Amphibious 
Recon Tinian Okinawa during WWII. 
Following the war Carl attended Ohio 
State University and completed a 
Bachelor of Science degree. He was 
employed by the Federal Milk Mar-
keting Order in Seattle, Wash. Carl 
retired from the Department of Agri-
culture in Washington, D.C., after 30 
years of service. After retirement Carl 

and Joann moved to Indiana where he worked another 30 
years as a consultant for the milk industry while also enjoy-
ing his farm on the Lost River Valley of southern Indiana.

If you wanted Carl’s attention, just say “milk”!
He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Joann Con-

over; daughters, Pam (Dean) Cantu and Martessa (Danny 
Young) Conover; seven granddaughters; three great-grand-
sons; and siblings, Hazel Lewis, Polly Rose, Lloyd Con-
over, Don Conover, Anne Osborne, Margaret Acuff, and 
Virginia Rapp.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 
his brother, Neil Conover.

The Conover family has entrusted Randall & Roberts 
Funeral Home with Carl’s care.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Carolyn Ann Westrich
February 26, 1946 – June 30, 2020

Carolyn Ann Westrich, 74, Zionsville, passed away on 
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 at her home. 
She was born on February 26, 1946 to 
Charles and Edith (Jones) Brewster in 
Fair Oaks, Ark.

She is survived by her son, 
Brad (Becky) Stewart, Noblesville; 
daughter, Julie (Ryan) Kost, Camby, 
Ind.; brother, Willard (Kay) Brew-
ster; and grandchildren, Josh Stew-
art, Jeremy Stewart, Nick Stewart 

and Wesley Kost.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by 

her sisters, Lois Cox and Wilma Strubberg; and brothers, 
Don, Elmer and Lloyd Brewster.

A graveside service will be held at noon on Monday 
July 13, 2020 at Crownland Cemetery, 1776 Monument 
St., Noblesville.

Condolences: randallroberts.com
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Noblesville’s Bob Drake earns win at Phoenix Bass 
Fishing League doubleheader on Lake Monroe

It was a double-header for bass an-
glers this past weekend in Bloomington 
with the Phoenix Bass Fishing League 
presented by T-H Marine on Lake Mon-
roe events presented by Fish-Intel. FLW, 
the world’s largest tournament-fishing 
organization, rescheduled the events 
after the coronavirus pandemic forced 
the organization to pause competition in 
mid-March.

Boater Bob Drake of Noblesville 
brought in four bass weighing 16 pounds, 
12 ounces in Sunday’s event to earn the 
win and $4,155.

According to post-tournament re-
ports, Drake caught his fish with a Mar-
ten’s Madness-colored Roboworm on a 
drop-shot rig on the main lake, about 3 
to 4 miles from the takeoff site.

The top five boaters on Sunday were:
1. Bob Drake of Noblesville, four 

bass, 16-12, $4,155
2. Kyle Sears of Lebanon, Ohio, five 

bass, 15-6, $2,078
3. Brad Hostetler Jr. of Franklin, five 

bass, 15-3, $1,383
4. Chris Martinkovic of Hamilton, 

Ohio, five bass, 14-10, $1,170
5. John Melton of Corydon, five bass, 

13-9, $831
Boater Frank McClain of Scottsburg 

brought five bass to the scale totaling 
20 pounds, 7 ounces to win Saturday’s 
event and earn $4,271.

The top five boaters on Saturday 
were:

1. Frank McClain of Scottsburg, five 
bass, 20-7, $4,271

2. Mike Quinlin of Mooresville, five 
bass, 20-6, $2,636

3. Russell Sproessig of Columbus, 
five bass, 19-9, $1,424

4. Blake Knies of Jasper, five bass, 
17-4, $997

5. Lee Mills of Columbus, five bass, 
17-0, $854

Barry Gunter of Trafalgar, brought 
a 6-pound, 2-ounce bass to the scale to 
win Saturday’s Boater Big Bass award 
of $595.

Quinlin was the highest-finishing 
FLW PHOENIX BONUS member and 
took home an extra $500. Boaters are 
eligible to win up to an extra $7,000 
per event in each Phoenix Bass Fishing 
League presented by T-H Marine tourna-
ment if all requirements are met. More 
information on the FLW PHOENIX BO-
NUS contingency program can be found 
at PhoenixBassBoats.com.

Brant Gish of Evansville won the 
Co-angler Division and $2,136 Satur-
day after catching five bass weighing 19 
pounds, 1 ounce.

The top five co-anglers Saturday fin-
ished as follows:

1. Brant Gish of Evansville, five bass, 
19-1, $2,136

2. Roger Seitzinger of Lawrenceville, 
Ill., five bass, 17-4, $1,216

3. Remington Gill of Mitchell, five 
bass, 16-2, $860

4. Tim Knight of Bargersville, five 
bass, 14-8, $498

5. Lincoln Bowen of Crothersville, 
five bass, 13-2, $427

Gill caught the largest bass in the 
Co-angler Division Saturday, weighing 
in at 6 pounds, 9 ounces, to earn the 
day’s Co-angler Big Bass award of $148.

According to post-tournament re-
ports, Sunday’s boater winner Bob 
Drake caught his fish with a Marten’s 
Madness-colored Roboworm on a drop-
shot rig on the main lake, about 3 to 4 
miles from the takeoff site.

Quinlin of Mooresville, brought a 
6-pound, 1-ounce bass to the scale Sun-
day to earn the day’s Boater Big Bass 
award of $570.

Lenny Bays of Dayton, Ky., won the 
Co-angler Division and $2,078 Sunday 
after catching five bass weighing 12 
pounds, 7 ounces.

The top five co-anglers Sunday fin-
ished as follows:

1. Lenny Bays of Dayton, Ky., five 
bass, 12-7, $2,078

2. Darren Green of Muncie, five bass, 
10-7, $1,039

3. Shane Thomas of Bedford, three 
bass, 10-4, $691

4. Gary Owens of Columbus, four 
bass, 9-10, $485

5. Jason Skipworth of Aurora, three 
bass, 8-6, $416

Bill Smith of Columbus caught Sun-
day’s largest bass in the Co-angler Divi-
sion, weighing in at 7 pounds, 3 ounces. 
The catch earned him the day’s Co-an-
gler Big Bass award of $285.

The 2020 Phoenix Bass Fishing 
League presented by T-H Marine Dou-
ble-Header on Lake Monroe presented 
by Fish-Intel was the first and second 
of five qualifying events in the Hoosier 
Division.

The top 45 boaters and co-anglers 
in the Hoosier Division based on point 
standings, along with the five winners 
of each qualifying event, will be entered 
in the Oct. 15-17 Phoenix Bass Fishing 
League Regional Championship on the 
Mississippi River in La Crosse, Wis-
consin, hosted by Explore La Crosse. 
Boaters will compete for a $60,000 prize 
package, including a new Phoenix 819 
Pro bass boat with a 200-horsepower 
Mercury outboard and $10,000, while 
co-anglers will fish for a new 18-foot 
Phoenix bass boat with a 200-horsepow-
er outboard.

The 2020 Phoenix Bass Fishing 
League presented by T-H Marine is a 
24-division circuit devoted to weekend 
anglers, with 128 tournaments through-
out the season, five qualifying events in 
each division. The top 45 boaters and 
co-anglers from each division, along 
with the five winners of the qualifying 
events, will advance to one of six region-
al tournaments where they are compet-
ing to finish in the top six, which then 
qualifies them for one of the longest-run-
ning championships in all of competitive 
bass fishing – the Phoenix Bass Fishing 
League All-American.

The 2020 Phoenix Bass Fishing 
League All-American will be held Nov. 
11-13 at Lake Hartwell in Anderson, 
South Carolina and is hosted by Visit 
Anderson. The top 45 boaters and co-an-
glers plus tournament winners from each 
Phoenix Bass Fishing League division 
earn priority entry into the FLW Series, 
the pathway to the FLW Pro Circuit and 
ultimately the MLF Bass Pro Tour, where 
top pros compete with no entry fees.

For complete details and updated 
information visit FLWFishing.com. For 
regular updates, photos, tournament 
news and more, follow the Phoenix Bass 
Fishing League presented by T-H Marine 
on FLW’s social media outlets at Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube.

Photo provided
Noblesville's Bob Drake won the Sunday event at last weekend's Phoenix Bass Fishing League doubleheader 
on Lake Monroe. Drake brought in four bass weighing 16 pounds, 12 ounces, earning the win and $4,155.

Grand Park hosting two tournaments
Grand Park is in the midst of hosting 

two more big events this week.
First is the 14/18 Amateur Baseball 

Championships, which is going on now 
through Sunday. A total of 178 teams 
are competing in three different divi-
sions (14U, 18U and 14U Reserved). All 
teams finished the first slate of pool play 
games on Thursday, and will have been 

re-pooled and will play two more games 
on Friday and Saturday, with the winners 
advancing to bracket play.

Games begin at 9 a.m. today and run 
through 8:30 p.m. Pool play continues at 
8 a.m. Saturday and finishes that after-
noon, with some bracket play starting that 
afternoon as well. Bracket play continues 
at 10:15 a.m. Sunday, with the final game 

at 5:15 p.m. that day.
Also taking place is the Midwest Fire-

cracker Softball Showcase. The event 
runs through Sunday and features compe-
tition in 12U, 14U, 16U and 18U. 

This event has three sites: Grand Park 
for 14U, 16U and 18U teams, Noblesville 
High School for 16U and 18U teams, and 
the Chuck Klein Complex, located near 

Rockville Road and Lynhurst Drive in In-
dianapolis, for 12U and 14U teams. 

Pool play in this tournament contin-
ues through Saturday, with bracket play 
taking place on Sunday.

More information about the tourna-
ments can be found at Grand Park's web-
site, www.grandpark.org

Amateur Baseball Championships and Firecracker Softball Showcase...

Total catch of 16 pounds, 12 ounces . . .

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
http://FLWFishing.com
http://www.grandpark.org
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By CHARLIE CLIFFORD
WISH-TV
Finally, some fútbol.
For the past four months, one voice in 

Indianapolis worked inside some of the 
most important meetings in all of sports.

“There were five of us that were ap-
pointed from the sport of soccer nation-
ally to a national COVID-19 task force,” 
Indy Eleven President Greg Stremlaw 
recently told WISH-TV. “[It’s been] a 
lot of interaction and liaisoning with the 
heads of the other leagues — the NBA, 
NHL and NFL.”

Since the beginning, it has been 
Stremlaw helping lead the United Soccer 
League’s restart. 

The compromise between the league 
and its players? Cut the regular season 
by more than half, but keep the champi-
onship trophy legitimate.

“The feeling was those 16 matches 
would get us to that integrity standpoint, 
which is really important to the clubs 
around the country,” Stremlaw said. “I 
think [with] 2020, there’s overall a pro-
verbial asterisks next to it as a year for 
everything that has gone on.”

With the resumption of USL regu-
lar season set for July 11th, the current 
COVID-19 guidelines in downtown In-
dianapolis align well with the Indy Elev-
en’s plan to allow fans at home matches 
this summer. 

In fact, the club announced Thursday 
morning it plans to allow a limited num-
ber of supporters to the home opener on 
July 11 vs. St. Louis FC.

Behind the scenes, Lucas Oil Stadi-
um is currently being outfitted with key 
changes related to the pandemic.  

“Temperature checks going on in the 
venue, staggered entry and exit times,” 
Stremlaw explained. “Plexiglass and in-
frastructure improvements throughout 
Lucas Oil Stadium including touch-less 

washrooms and all sorts of things that 
have been done during COVID-19.”

“I actually think Lucas Oil Stadium 
will be the safest place in Indiana,” he 
said.

The Brickyard Battalion knows this 
too: the “Boys in Blue” are stacked.

“We only have one objective,” 
Stremlaw said. “There is only one spot 
we want to be. We have every intention 
to win it all and we don’t plan to stop 
until we do.”

Stremlaw’s vision is simple: Stay 
safe, and give Eleven fans the celebra-
tion they need in 2020.

Indy Eleven President Stremlaw details 
2020 season restart, fans at home matches

Photo courtesy WISH-TV/Provided by the USL
Indy Eleven president Greg Stremlaw (left) has helped to lead the United Soccer League in its re-start after the 
COVID-19 pandemic halted the season. The Eleven will play their home opener July 11 against St. Louis FC.

WISH-TV
The revised schedule for Indy Elev-

en’s 2020 season has been announced. 
The United Soccer League made the an-
nouncement Thursday.

“This is the day we’ve been waiting 
for and working towards for more than 
three months,” said Indy Eleven Head 
Coach Martin Rennie in a press release 
sent to News 8. “To have the schedule 
in hand is a wonderful payoff for the 
patience of our players and fans alike, 
and to have two additional home games 
is really the cherry on top. All that’s left 
now is to get to the games, and I know 

the squad is ready to deliver starting next 
weekend against Saint Louis.”

The team will also implement a health 
and safety plan that will allow fans to en-
joy the games responsibly. Some of the 
details of the plan include:

Social distancing
Mandatory face masks and tempera-

ture checks
Routine cleanliness
No tailgating permitted
Modified food and beverage services
The full safety plan can be found on 

Indy Eleven’s website.
Click here to see the fully revised 

schedule.

Revised schedule, safety plan released

https://www.kentgrahamphotos.com/index
http://WandaLyons.com
http://primelifeenrichment.org
http://noblesvillelearntoswim.com
https://www.indyeleven.com/safety-plan
https://www.indyeleven.com/2020-schedule
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