
The REPORTER
On Tuesday, Hamilton 

County Sheriff’s Deputies 
responded to the area of 
226th Street and Anthony 
Road, just west of Cicero, 
on a report of a pedestrian 
struck by a vehicle.

In a Wednesday press 
conference, Hamilton 
County Sheriff Dennis 
Quakenbush said, "The 
first deputies to arrive at 
the scene were directed 
to where the victim, Alice 
Chamblin, a 70-year-old fe-
male from Cicero, was lay-
ing on the side of the road. 
Bystanders and deputies 
performed first aid and CPR 
until paramedics arrived; 
however, Chamblin died on 
scene due to her injuries."

Reports filed by the 
Hamilton County Sheriff's 
Office Crash Team indi-
cated Chamblin had been 
walking on the side of An-
thony Road with a family 
member just before the 
crash occurred. 

The fami-
ly member and 
another witness 
were able to pro-
vide a vehicle 
description of a 
truck which had 
crossed from the 
northbound lane 
of travel, into the 
southbound lane 
of travel and struck Cham-
blin. The truck then left the 
scene northbound on An-
thony Road. 

Evidence left on scene 
by the suspect truck was 
found and collected by ac-
cident investigators.

Based on witness infor-
mation and evidence at the 
scene, investigators were 
able to determine the sus-
pect vehicle was a silver/
gray 1997-2003 Ford F-150 
with a tinted rear window.

"Through the generous 
help from our social me-
dia followers, local news 
and our local communi-
ties, tips and leads began 

to come into our 
office. These 
tips led investi-
gators to Tipton, 
where a citizen 
reported seeing a 
Ford F-150 that 
matched the de-
scription of the 
suspect vehicle," 
Quakenbush said.

Investigators with the 
Hamilton County Sheriff’s 
Office located the truck 
and concluded the damage 
to the truck was consistent 
with evidence collected 
at the crash scene. The 
vehicle was impounded 
and taken to the Hamilton 
County Sheriff’s Office 
crime lab where detectives 
were able to match evi-
dence found at the scene 
to the evidence on the sus-
pect’s truck.

"Through exhaustive 
work of the Hamilton 
County Crash Team and 
the help of the citizens of 
our communities, we were 

able to arrest Daniel L. Sul-
livan of Tipton,” Quaken-
bush said.

Sullivan was arrest-
ed on the alleged crime of 
leaving the scene of a crash 

causing death. Sullivan 
is currently housed in the 
Hamilton County Jail.
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Arrest made in fatal hit and run accident
Sheriff credits community members for information leading to arrest

Reporter photo by Jeff Jellison
Hamilton County Sheriff Dennis Quakenbush, flanked by Chief Deputy 
John Lowes, Capt. Tom Logan and Sgt. Brian Niece, announce the arrest 
of a Tipton County man involved in Tuesday’s fatal hit and run accident that 
occurred on Anthony Road just south of 226th Street.

Fishers to conduct virtual 
Memorial Day ceremony

Photo provided
The City of Fishers will conduct a virtual Memorial 
Day ceremony on Monday. The event will include 
a World War II-era Warbird flyover to honor those 
fallen heroes.

The REPORTER
Fishers city officials have 

announced that the public 
Memorial Day ceremony 
has been canceled due to 
COVID-19 concerns, but 
area residents can join the 
city virtually for a day-long 
remembrance of our fallen 
heroes.

Virtual events include the 
following: 

Honor Our Heroes
To honor our fallen patri-

ots, the City of Fishers invites 
residents to submit photos of 
their loved ones who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for our 
freedom while serving in the 
United States Armed Forces. 
These photos will be virtual-
ly displayed on the City of 
Fishers webpage on Monday, 
May 25. Submissions are due 

by end of day Thursday, May 
21. Submit your photo using 
this link. 

Moment of Silence
Join the nation in a mo-

ment of silence at 3 p.m. to 
remember those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for our 
freedom.

Warbird Flyover
Turn your eyes to the 

skies for a warbird flyover at 
4 p.m.

Poppy Wreath Craft
Make a red poppy wreath 

to show support for those 
who have sacrificed for our 
country. A red poppy is a 
symbol of both remembrance 
and hope for a peaceful fu-
ture. Display your wreath on 
your front door or in a win-
dow during Memorial Day 
Weekend.

Restaurants need your help
E v e r y b o d y 

knows that 
restaurants are 
struggling right 
now due to the 
COVID-19 crisis. 
Some have seen 
decreased reve-
nue from being 
“carryout only” 
for about two 
months and some 
have decided to close per-
manently.

Restaurants are a big 
part of American life. Ac-
cording to an industry study, 
56 percent of people dine 
in, get carryout or delivery 
from a restaurant two to 
three times a week. About 
six percent say they eat out 
every single day.

At the beginning of 
2020, there were more than 
1 million restaurant loca-
tions nationwide and it was 
projected that they would 
bring in more than $900 

billion in sales for 
the year.

Restaurants 
employ 15.6 mil-
lion people a year 
and make up a 
huge part of our 
national econo-
my.

Fortunately 
when the crisis 
hit, most gover-

nors allowed carryout at 
restaurants. While that’s 
not enough for a business 
to survive, a complete shut-
down would have been cat-
astrophic.

If every restaurant in the 
country completely closed 
for one week, it would 
mean $4.5 billion in lost 
earnings and 135,178 jobs 
lost. For three months, that 
would mean $58.7 billion 
in lost earnings and 1.7 mil-
lion jobs lost.

So what did restau-
rants do during the shut-

down? Some adapted. They 
changed their menus. Cut 
staff. Cooked food for hos-
pital workers. Adjusted 
their hours. Signed up for 
delivery platforms. Any-
thing they could do.

Those first few weeks, 
some restaurants were over-
whelmed with calls for car-
ryout. Pizza Hut and Dom-
ino’s could not hire drivers 
fast enough.

Some restaurants did 
not see a surge. Breakfast 
places and high-end steak-
houses did not receive as 
many calls. And it was 
proven that customers were 
only willing to drive so far 
to pick up their order. They 
might love traveling from 
Hamilton County for a date 
night in downtown Indi-
anapolis but they weren’t 
going to drive 30 or 45 min-
utes to pick up food.

See Help . . . Page 2
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WISH-TV | wishtv.com
Gov. Eric Holcomb on 

Wednesday said most of the 
state will advance to Stage 3 
at 12:01 a.m. Friday.

Lake, Marion 
and Cass counties 
will advance to 
Stage 3 on June 
1 unless localities 
change that date.

He said 
during Wednes-
day’s coronavi-
rus briefing that 
he will sign the 
order Thursday 
to go to Stage 3. Holcomb 
said wearing a mask when 
around many people, social 
distancing and other safe 
practices will “go a long 
way” to keep the state on 
track for reopening. The 
governor also warned Hoo-
siers 65 and older at high 
risk should remain cautious 

and limit exposure.
The governor said Hoo-

siers’ following of restric-
tions in Stage 2 of the cur-
rent Back on Track plan 

helped to get 
to Stage 3, but 
warned people to 
remain vigilant 
in Stage 3, which 
will quadruple the 
number of people 
who can come 
together. Stage 3 
will allow social 
gatherings of up 
to 100 people.

Holcomb said, “Stage 3 
will be just as important as 
Stage 2 and will determine 
if we get to Stage 4” on 
June 14.

Dr. Kristina Box, com-
missioner of the Indiana 
State Department of Health, 

Indiana to enter Stage 3
of reopening plan Friday

See Stage 3 . . . Page 3

OneZone, Ascend Indiana partner 
to help college students find jobs

The REPORTER
OneZone, the Cham-

ber of Commerce for 
Fishers and Carmel, and 
Ascend Indiana, the tal-
ent and workforce devel-
opment initiative of the 
Central Indiana Corpo-
rate Partnership, are an-
nouncing a collaboration 
to help college students 
find jobs – and employ-
ers to find talent – during 
these challenging times.

OneZone is offering 
their employer members 
an opportunity to join the 
Ascend Network, a soft-
ware platform and team 
of recruiters that connect 
students and recent grad-
uates with an associate 
degree, bachelor’s degree 
or certificate to Indiana 
jobs and internships.

“Hamilton County 

remains a great 
place to work, 
and as employ-
ers prepare for 
the impend-
ing workforce 
recovery, we 
want to make 
sure they have 
all the tools 
necessary to 
meet their employment 
needs, and that includes 
having available ear-
ly-in-career talent. Our 
member, Ascend Indiana, 
is helping us to do that,” 
said Jack Russell, interim 
president, OneZone.

To participate, One-
Zone members can sub-
mit information through 
a short form at one-
zonecommerce.com . 
Employers will then be 
connected to Ascend to 

begin the pro-
cess of sharing 
their open jobs 
and internships 
with students 
and recent 
graduates.

“While em-
ployers and stu-
dents are facing 
unprecedented 

challenges, the Ascend 
Network is a unique ap-
proach to aligning talent 
with opportunities in the 
region, now and in the 
future,” said Jason Kloth, 
president and CEO, As-
cend Indiana. “Students 
from 27 Indiana higher 
education institutions 
have joined the Network, 
and they have submitted 
13,000 applications to 

russell

See Jobs . . . Page 2
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TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen 
Noblesville

E. 146th Street

14701 Tom Wood Way 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
317.853.4552

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen  
Noblesville

The Atlas Cross Sport.
What's new for 2020?

Fun to drive. Easy to cover.

I was born and raised right here in 
Noblesville. I grew up in a home without 
domestic violence or assault – it wasn’t 
something I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail of Central 
Indiana, I was shocked by the number of 
individuals who are affected by domestic 
violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail helped 
more than 4,000 clients in Hamilton 
County. (Nearly 80 percent of clients are 
women and children.) Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to discuss, so 
you don’t often hear about them. But at 
Tom Wood Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and raising 
awareness for Prevail, an organization  
that helps families in Hamilton County.  
 – Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton County families 
affected by domestic violence and 
sexual abuse, you can donate the 
following items: 

 •  Art supplies (for children to journal and 
express their emotions)

• Bottled water (8 oz. bottles, preferably) 
• Individually packaged snacks 
•  Gas cards (many women have no access 

to funds after fleeing their abuser)

Drop off items at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville,  
14701 Tom Wood Way. 

All Atlas Cross Sport models come with a touchscreen infotainment display 

with both Apple CarPlay and Android Auto integration. Navigation is optional, 

as is a reconfigurable digital gauge display and SiriusXM satellite radio. The 

Volkswagen Car-Net connectivity app allows for remote starting and analytics 

while a 4G LTE Wi-Fi hotspot allows occupants to remain connected to the 

internet with their smart devices while on the go.

·  Standard autonomous emergency braking with forward-collision warning

·  Standard blind-spot monitoring with rear cross-traffic alert

·  Available adaptive cruise control with semi-autonomous driving mode

 

Your Friends in the Insurance Business 
Visit our website at BraggInsurance.com 

      317-758-5828  
       Home     Auto     Business     Life 

For those restaurants 
that did see a carryout 
surge, are they making good 
money?

It depends.
Tip percentages are sta-

tistically lower with carry-
out, which harms servers. 
And while the governor 
allowed alcohol for carry-
out, some saw strong sales 
and others did not. If alco-
hol sales weren’t strong, it 
can make or break a restau-
rant. The average restaurant 
with beer/wine licenses or 
a liquor license reports any-
where from 25 to 35 percent 
of its revenue from alco-
hol sales. That’s an average 
which means a sports bar 
could see 50 or 60 percent of 
its sales from alcohol. A re-
duction in alcohol sales can 
be tough too because it’s one 
of the items with the best 
margins. A bottle of wine at 
a restaurant can be marked 

up 200 to 500 percent.
Some restaurants turned 

to delivery platforms like 
DoorDash, GrubHub and 
UberEats to boost sales 
during this time. Those 
companies are growing and 
can help a restaurant reach 
new customers, but most 
people don’t realize that 
these sites typically take 15 
to 25 percent of all revenue 
the restaurant makes and 
that doesn’t include the de-
livery charge the consumer 
pays. When you consid-
er small profit margins in 
restaurants (the goal is 20 
percent but studies show on 
average restaurants often 
have 3 to 8 percent profit 
margins), taking 15 to 25 
percent of revenue can be 
tough. Some restaurants 
respond by making their 
prices higher on these ser-
vices to offset the platform 
costs. As a result, when you 

add delivery charges, driver 
tip and higher prices up, the 
consumer might be paying 
50 percent more for an item 
compared to if they were to 
call the restaurant and pick 
it up themselves. A $10 
burger could cost you $15.

In Hamilton County, 
restaurants were allowed to 
reopen on Monday, May 11 
to 50 percent capacity and 
a whole lot of rules. Some 
decided to stay closed or 
carryout only to see how 
it works first. For those 
that are open now, it’s still 
tough. Consumer confi-
dence will need to be rebuilt 
and many people still don’t 
feel safe going out to eat. 
On top of that, many peo-
ple have lost income during 
this crisis. Some were out of 
work and some had to close 
their businesses temporari-
ly. As a result, when people 
have less money, they tend 

to go out to eat less often.
If there is a recession, 

that will be tough for every-
one, including restaurants. 
During the 2008 Recession, 
restaurants lost more than 
110,000 jobs.

And that means few-
er small businesses. Most 
restaurants are small and 90 
percent have fewer than 50 
employees and 70 percent 
of all restaurants have only 
one location.

A 2019 study by the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
found that businesses with 
fewer than 500 employees 
are the largest driving factor 
for both job growth and job 
loss, making up 80 percent 
of new jobs.

As you can see, restau-
rants – small restaurants es-
pecially – are key to our na-
tionwide economic growth. 
Let’s hope they can survive 
this storm.

employers for open posi-
tions.”

OneZone is hoping to 
register more than 25 em-
ployer members by the end 
of the year.

About OneZone
OneZone, a Hamilton 

County chamber of com-
merce, serves the Central 
Indiana business com-
munity as a commerce 
connector, strong voice, 
significant presence and 
business advocate in an ev-
er-changing marketplace. 
With OneZone, business-
es get an organization that 
reaches across municipal 
boundaries – just the way 
business does – to deliver 
more impact and more op-
portunities more efficiently.

About Ascend Indiana
Ascend is the talent and 

workforce development 
initiative of the Central 
Indiana Corporate Partner-

ship (CICP), an organiza-
tion that brings together 
industry, higher education 
and philanthropic leaders 
to advance our region’s 
prosperity and growth. As-
cend’s vision is for Indiana 
to be a place of econom-
ic opportunity for all. To 
achieve this, Ascend bridg-
es talent and communica-
tion gaps by creating con-
nectivity between people 
and employers. Ascend has 
focused its efforts around 
three core priorities: Con-
necting job seekers to ca-
reer opportunities through 
the Ascend Network tal-
ent platform, providing 
strategic consulting to ad-
dress labor market gaps 
through Ascend Services, 
and informing workforce 
research and public policy 
through thought leader-
ship. To learn more, visit 
ascendindiana.com.
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 News 3

By RICHARD ESSEX
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

According to Gov. Eric Holcomb’s 
Back on Track plan to reopen the state, 
most outdoor recreational facilities can 
open Friday, with the exception of sports 
arenas.

Westfield offi-
cials would like to get 
Grand Park Sports 
Campus open sooner 
rather than later.

The fields are green 
and the grass has been 
mowed, but no one is 
playing anything on 
the Grand Park sports 
fields. Westfield May-
or Andy Cook wants these fields open … 
and soon.

“As you well know, this has been devas-
tating to the hospitality industry. Right here 
in Westfield, our industry is hospitality,” 
Cook said.

The effects on the hospitality industry 
have totaled more than $80 million.

Cook along, with IUPUI’s Sports In-
novation Institute, want to know people’s 
expectations are when the park reopens.

David Pierce, the institute’s director told 
News 8 on Wednesday that the Hamilton 

County city and IUPUI have put together a 
survey for parents, spectators, coaches and 
league officials to help set the top priorities 
for reopening and playing games safely.

“It will tell us what our people comfort-
able, with what things are they see as a ‘must 
see,’ like, ‘Yes, this is fundamental (and) we 

have to have it for us to participate.’ It will 
show where people are resistant to that ad-
aptation and it will show where people just 
don’t care, it just doesn’t matter,” Pierce 
said.

Some of the questions: Are you OK go-
ing through a screening process? Would you 

prefer that no spectators attend games? How 
would you feel about sitting in the stands 
next to someone who has not been screened? 
Should the fields be cleaned after use?

IUPUI and Westfield officials had ex-
pected 600 people to take the survey but, at 
last check, more than 10,000 people have 
participated.

The survey will wrap up this weekend, 
and the data could help drive how large rec-
reational parks operate in a post pandemic 
world.

There are fewer than 50 questions. Once 
the survey is compiled, it could have a huge 
impact on how youth sports programs oper-
ate once the state opens up.

Opening outdoor recreational fields is 
more than taking the locks off neighborhood 
tennis courts. In Westfield, youth sports are 
an industry that generates income, jobs and 
tax revenue.

Pierce said, “Just to get events played, 
there is just a lot of money. It’s like in any of 
the professional sports, there is an incentive 
to get games played.”

News 8 talked a representative of the 
Mayor’s Office in Westfield on Wednesday 
afternoon. The hope is to open Grand Park 
on Friday, but officials are waiting for more 
specific information. The governor is ex-
pected to release an updated Back on Track 
plan on Thursday.

Youth sports survey gives guidance 
on reopening Westfield’s Grand Park 

Photo provided
Westfield Mayor Andy Cook wants the fields at Grand Park opened soon. 
Officials estimate the local hospitality and travel industry has lost more 
than $80 million due to COVID-19 restrictions.

said following social distanc-
ing, wearing masks, washing 
hands and adjusting for other 
safety measures will make a 
difference in Stage 3 as it has 
in previous stages. She also 
suggested that gatherings of 
up to 100 will be even safer 
if they are outdoors, since the 
spread of the coronavirus is 
mitigated in outdoor settings.

Box said the data on the 
slowed spread of the coro-

navirus has led to her confi-
dence in reopening more of 
the state.

Other changes set to take 
effect include:

• Restaurant dining 
rooms can remain open with 
50 percent capacity.

• Retail stores and malls 
will open to 75 percent ca-
pacity.

• Gyms, YMCAs and 
fitness studios may reopen 

with restrictions.
• Community pools and 

campgrounds may reopen.
• Recreational sports 

practices may begin again 
following safety guidelines.

• Contact sports such as 
football and lacrosse are pro-
hibited.

• Basketball, tennis, soc-
cer and baseball courts and 
fields may open.

• Youth summer day 

camps may begin June 1. 
Overnight camps are ex-
cluded. Outdoor activities 
are encouraged over indoor 
ones. Also, she said, boxed 
lunches will be safer than 
“line type” food service at 
day camps.

• Raceways can begin 
competitions with no spec-
tators.

• State park inns will be 
reopening.

In addition on Thursday, 
the governor will extend 
to July 1 the prohibition 
on turning off utilities, and 
extend to July 1 the prohi-
bition on filing mortgage 
foreclosures and evictions. 
Holcomb also on Thursday 
will extend deadlines to July 
1 to acquire or renew driv-
er’s licenses, vehicle regis-
trations and similar Bureau 
of Vehicles documentation. 

The BMV reported Monday 
it will continue scheduling 
appointments to visit license 
branches and will be increas-
ing the number of appoint-
ments available to Hoosiers.

In regarding to reopen-
ing bingo games, Box said 
she has recommended those 
not reopen until casinos do. 
The current Back on Track 
plan does not call for a date 
to reopen casinos.

Stage 3
from Page 1
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Lobbies Now Open!

CFBindiana.com
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DINE -IN & CARRY-OUT
Delicious NEW menu items 

NOW available!
Look forward to seeing you soon!

317-804-2051
3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Pasto Italiano has Reopened Noblesville Lions Club 
awards five scholarships
The REPORTER

The local Noblesville Lions Club 
has selected its award winners for 
scholarships at Noblesville High 
School and Hamilton Heights High 
School. Due to current virus condi-
tions, actual award dates are being 
considered.

Noblesville High School
Tommy Nguyen: $1,500 No-

blesville Lions Club Academic Merit 
Scholarship

Kerrigan Fleming: $1,500 No-
blesville Lions Club Irving Heath Me-
morial Scholarship

Jack Wertz: $750 Noblesville 

Lions Club Ivy Tech Scholarship
Hamilton Heights High School

Caitlin hartwick: $750 Nobles-
ville Lions Club Academic Merit 
Scholarship

eleanor Arrowood: $750 Nobles-
ville Lions Club Scarlet/Jack Funcan-
non Scholarship

Watch for nesting turtles on roadways
The REPORTER

It’s nesting season for 
Indiana’s native turtles, 
which means Hoosiers may 
find them crossing roads 
this time of year.

All native turtles are 
regulated in Indiana. En-
dangered species and East-
ern box turtles are protect-
ed and cannot be collected 
from the wild or kept as 
pets. If you encounter a tur-
tle, it’s best to simply ob-
serve and enjoy the shelled 

reptile in its natural habitat. 
Wild turtles do not make 
good pets – they live a long 
time (some species are able 
to outlive their owners), can 
be messy, and have special 
husbandry needs.

Indiana’s turtles face 
a number of conservation 
challenges. Habitat loss and 
illegal collection for the 
pet trade remain imminent 
threats, and the destruction 
of turtle nests by predators 
continues to impact popu-

lations. Seven of the state’s 
16 turtle species are listed as 
state endangered or special 
concern.

Turtles found crossing 
roads may be moved off the 
roadway as long as condi-
tions are safe to do so and 
the turtle is moved in the 
direction it was traveling. 
The turtle should not be 
moved to a new area, which 
would displace it from its 
home range and remove it 
from the population. Relo-

cating turtles to new areas 
can leave turtles disoriented 
and spread new diseases to 
that area. Some species, like 
Eastern box turtle, have a 
strong homing instinct and 
if moved, may spend most 
of the rest of its life trying 
to find its original home.

Turtle nests in back-
yards should be left undis-
turbed. A mesh cage may 
be placed over the nest to 
protect the eggs from preda-
tors, as long as it is checked 
daily for hatchling turtles.

Common snapping tur-
tles and softshell turtles may 
be harvested with a valid 
Indiana hunting or fishing 
license, but bag limits, sea-
son dates and other regu-
lations apply, see eregula-
tions.com/indiana/fishing/
reptiles-amphibians. The 
hunting season for these 
species is closed during the 
April-June nesting season.

Learn more about Indi-
ana’s amphibian and reptile 
regulations at wildlife.IN-
.gov/3328.htm.
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 Letters to the Editor 5

The Town of Arcadia is currently accepting 
applications for a dependable individual  

to fill the position of a 
 Seasonal Part Time General Laborer.  

Job details would involve mowing, weed eating, 
labor maintenance and other jobs as assigned.  
Position is Monday through Friday 
8am-4pm paying $14/hour with a 
maximum of 29 hours per week. 

Applicants must possess a valid Indiana Driver’s 
License. Resumes submitted without an application 

will not be considered.

Now HiriNg
Seasonal Part Time General Laborer

Applications are available at the Arcadia Town Hall 
 208 West Main Street Arcadia, Indiana 46030. 

Applications will be accepted at the Clerk’s Office until 4:30 p.m. on Friday, May 29, 2020.
Online application available at: 

https://tinyurl.com/y86wtbse

The Town of Arcadia is currently accepting applications 
for a dependable individual to fill the position of a Full 
Time General Laborer. This is an entry level position, 

duties include but not limited to; mowing, snow removal, 
water main repair, storm and sanitary sewer repair, tree 

removal, experience in running equipment  
(bobcat, backhoe and tractor)  
and other tasks as assigned.  

Salary negotiable based on experience 
ranges between $38-42K per year 

Applicants must possess a valid Indiana Driver’s License. 
Resumes submitted without an application will not be 

considered. The job description is available for viewing at 
https://tinyurl.com/yd2o4777

Now HiriNg
Full Time General Laborer

Applications are available at the Arcadia Town Hall 
 208 West Main Street Arcadia, Indiana 46030. 

Applications will be accepted at the Clerk’s Office until 4:30 p.m. on Monday, June 8, 2020.
Online application available at: 

https://tinyurl.com/y86wtbse

Letter to the Editor

Dear Hamilton County Voters,
Throughout the last four years, Ham-

ilton County has continued to see un-
precedented growth and progress. From 
our infrastructure to our public safety op-
erations, our county government contin-
ues to provide the highest level of service 
while maintaining low taxes and fees for 
our residents.

One of the biggest reasons for our 
success is the experience and knowledge 
provided by our fellow commissioner, 
Steve Dillinger. As the longest-serving 
county commissioner in Indiana and 
2019 AIC Commissioner of the Year, 
Steve has been a guiding force for Ham-
ilton County. Steve’s leadership and ded-
ication to the residents in our county has 
been invaluable. 

It’s important to have leaders who 
have the skills and expertise to make the 
right decisions, for the right reasons. As 
a team of three commissioners who share 
the executive and legislative responsibil-
ities for Hamilton County, we all have 
different strengths, accomplishments 
and innovative ideas for new solutions. 
In these tough and uncertain times, Steve 
has provided guidance and cooperation 
to lead our county in the right direction.

Together with our hundreds of ded-
icated civil servants, your Hamilton 
County Commissioners can make a 
meaningful difference. A vote to re-elect 
Steve Dillinger is a vote for experienced 
leadership.

Mark heirbrandt & Christine Altman
Hamilton County Commissioners

Heirbrandt, Altman: 
Vote Dillinger, vote for 
experienced leadership

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:
As a lifelong resident of Delaware 

Township and Hamilton County and a 
long-time friend of the McMillan family, 
I would like to say that Charlie is one of 
the most outgoing, heavily involved and 
knowledgeable in all things Hamilton 
County person I know.

Whenever we talk, he reveals yet an-
other aspect of the needs and concerns he 
has for the community.

Charlie is deeply dedicated to “doing 

the right things for the right reasons” and 
has spent his life working toward achiev-
ing high goals with a mission.

I will definitely be supporting Charlie 
McMillan for County Commissioner on 
June 2.

Sincerely,
Sue Payne
President, Hamilton County Artists 

Association
Textile Specialist, Conner Prairie
Fishers

Fishers voter supporting
McMillan for Commissioner

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions 
of The Reporter, its publisher or its staff.

You can submit your own Letter to the Editor
by email to News@ReadTheReporter.com.

http://www.rickmckinney.com
https://tinyurl.com/y86wtbse
https://tinyurl.com/y86wtbse
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20Editor
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Letter guidelines 
this election season

With the approach of the June 2 Primary Elec-
tion, the Hamilton County Reporter is establishing 
some Letters to the Editor guidelines to keep things 
fair and balanced.

Letters address-
ing new topics about 
the upcoming elec-
tion or the policies of 
individual candidates 
will be accepted until 
the end of business 
on Friday, May 22 
and will be published 
on Saturday, May 23. 

Letters in response to new topics published in our 
May 23 edition will be accepted until Tuesday, May 
26 and will be published in our May 27 edition.

These deadlines will give candidates and their 
supporters the opportunity to reply to letters address-
ing new topics.

Please send your letters to
News@readThereporter.com.
Letters to the Editor do not represent 

the opinions of The Reporter or our staff. 

The Carmel Clay Schools 
Board of Trustees will meet vir-
tually for an executive session at 
3 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 2020.

Virtual Meeting Letter to the Editor

O’Connor makes 
his case for Nation, 
Ditslear, Dillinger

Dear Editor:
We are experiencing times that are “unprecedent-

ed.” What are we going to experience over the next 90 
days? Six months? We are sailing in “turbulent seas” 
and need to have stable, experienced leadership in 
place to navigate these uncharted waters.

Steve Nation, John Ditslear and Steve Dillinger 
are long-standing pillars in our community. Each one 
of these men have given a majority of their working 
years to ensuring Hamilton County is and will contin-
ue to be a leader in the state of Indiana. I have had the 
privilege of working with all three and know they are 
committed to the growth and prosperity of the county.

Steve Nation has led the charge on bringing the 
Youth Assistance Program to all of the communities 
in Hamilton County which makes a significant dif-
ference in the lives of young people. The programs 
continue to provide support and direction to our youth 
and gives them a perspective on the future they would 
otherwise not have had.

John led the City of Noblesville for 16 years as 
Mayor and oversaw a significant increase in new jobs 
from a variety of companies. In addition, the 146th 
Street extension to Interstate 69 was initiated under 
John’s leadership and was a key to increasing the 
amenities and assessed value for the citizens of No-
blesville. SMC Corporation relocated to Noblesville 
under John’s watch and now has over 2 million square 
feet under roof and is the North American headquar-
ters for the company.

Steve Dillinger has spent over 30 years of his adult 
life serving Hamilton County. He has overseen a num-
ber of projects in the county, most recently the widening 
of 146th Street west to Shelborne Road in Carmel, the 
State Road 37 improvements in Fishers and Noblesville 
and championed the Hamilton County Parks develop-
ment of Koteewi Park, to name a few. He has also been 
recognized by his peers across the state on several occa-
sions for his leadership in County government. 

Here’s the point … we need leaders with experi-
ence and an understanding of what has and will contin-
ue to make this county a great place to live, work and 
raise a family. All three of these men have demonstrat-
ed their commitment to our community and have the 
knowledge and backgrounds to lead us forward. I can 
say without equivocation each of them has and will lis-
ten to the residents of the county and make decisions to 
enhance our collective quality of life. On or before June 
2, I hope you will join me in voting for each of them. 

Election Day is fast approaching! 
Greg o’Connor 
Noblesville

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions
of The Reporter, its publisher or its staff.

You can submit your own Letter to the Editor 
by email to News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Follow
The

RepoRTeR
on

Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/waffordtheater
https://www.godbyhomefurnishings.com/
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
https://www.loganstreetsigns.com
http://www.Facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
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TODAY’S BIBLE READING
And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away. So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto 
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

Acts 13:3-4 (KJV)
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REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY, INC.

REALTORS

THE

Many recent updates in this 2 story, 4BR, 2.5BA home, 
New carpet, fresh paint, new roof 2020. All kitchen 

appliances stay, basement, adjacent multi-acre  
common area. BLC# 21695300

18756 Mill Grove Drive  
Noblesville • $269,900 

Well cared for and updated 3 BR, 2 BA manufactured home 
on large lot with over two car port. Home has living room, 
updated kitchen with breakfast room and breakfast bar. 

Property is also being sold with two more lots and a mobile 
home rental. All appliances will stay. BLC# 21701401

302 Riverwood Drive  
Noblesville • $149,900 

Beautiful well maintained 4 BR, 2.5 BA w/3-car 
garage, finished basement w/rec room, kitchen has 
loads of counter space and all appliances stay. Prof. 
landscaping, stamped patio + fire pit. Don’t miss out 

on this on BLC# 21698357

8861 Lavender Court 
Noblesville • $329,900

SOLD!

Speak to Deak.com

Beautiful home 4 BR, 4 BA on over 1/2 acre in a serene 
neighborhood/no HOA. Backyard oasis w/16x32 in-ground 

pool/w cover, paver patio, decks, mini barn. Finished 
basement, wet bar, theater room, so much more to see. 

 BLC# 21706931

 Spacious and sparkling clean all brick ranch w/3BR, 2BA, 
hearth room w/brand new gas insert, all appliances stay in 
spacious kitchen, 4 season sunroom overlooks large deck, 
oversized garage + a shed for storage. BLC# 21706930

20045 Wagon Trail Drive  
Noblesville • $394,900 

1103 Riverview Drive  
Greenfield • $179,900 

NEW LISTING!

Spring is  
a great 
time to 
buy a 
Home. 

Call Peggy 
& Jennifer 

today!

 1621 E. Greyhound Pass 
Carmel, IN 46032 

(317) 587-2001 
www.bussellfamilyfunerals.comDonna 

Bussell

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions 
of The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. 

You can submit your own Letter to the Editor
by email to News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:
I am writing to express my absolute 

support for Steve Nation’s campaign for 
Hamilton County Council and to briefly 
explain why Steve’s candidacy is so im-
portant.

Having been in law enforcement in 
Hamilton County for 37 years, I have seen 
Steve’s effectiveness in public service, 
first as prosecuting attorney and then as 
a superior court judge. He not only cares 
about justice, he is deeply compassionate 
about people and service to his communi-
ty. Steve has been an integral part of the 
formation of Hamilton County’s victim 
assistance program; helped found West-
field Youth Assistance, then grew it to 
encompass all of Hamilton County and 
beyond; has served as a Special Judge 
in several counties; and, as prosecuting 
attorney, personally tried 57 jury trials, 
attaining convictions in all of them.

Steve’s character, knowledge, wis-
dom, sense of fairness and desire to make 
Hamilton County a better place has de-
fined his service. He knows our county 
like few others do – not just its past and 
present, but its people and its continuing 
potential. He is acutely aware of ongoing 
needs in our communities and is com-
pletely committed to addressing mental 
health issues and continuing his support 
for public safety. 

When he received Hamilton County’s 
highest honor, the Continental Award, 
in 2019 Steve said, “You do things not 
thinking of anything you might get, you 
just do it because the people needed it.”

That’s how Steve has always ap-
proached his public service, and it’s pre-
cisely why I’m voting for him on June 2. 
I urge you to do the same.  

Kevin Jowitt
Noblesville

Jowitt says Nation’s character 
defines his service to the county

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
It is truly my pleasure to endorse Jeff 

Hern for the Hamilton County Council. 
Jeff is a good man and has made great 
strides on the County Council not just for 
Carmel, but for the entire county.

Throughout his tenure in office and 
in this campaign, I have seen Jeff’s hard 
work and dedication shine. He is con-
stantly looking for ways to improve the 
lives of those around him and find some-
thing to make his community even better 
than before. It is easy to run into Jeff after 

he was volunteering in the neighborhood 
or after spending time out in the commu-
nity. He is a servant leader and is exactly 
the kind of person we need leading this 
county.

In order to vote, you can vote early or 
you can vote by mail before May 21 by 
requesting a ballot online at indianavot-
ers.com. Please consider voting for Jeff 
Hern for Hamilton County Council!

Sincerely,
Bruce Kimball
Carmel

Bruce Kimball endorses
Jeff Hern for County Council

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown Weatherman!

www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
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mailto:RHall1977%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.twitter.com/Richie_Hall
mailto:PublicNotices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:PublicNotices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
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http://www.fisherfunerals.com
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By RICHIE HALL
There were many reasons why choos-

ing to play basketball at Western Michi-
gan University was an easy decision for 
Hamilton Heights star Gus Etchison.

It’s a Division I school in the compet-
itive Mid-American Conference. It’s not 
too far away from home. The coaches 
offered Etchison immediate playing time. 
All of those are valid reasons, but they 
were overshadowed by the biggest one of 
all: It had the personal approval of Tony 
Etchison.

After the Etchison family visited 
Western Michigan, Tony told his son how 
much he liked it. 

“I had his blessing to go there,” said 
Gus. “That made a big difference.”

In October, Tony Etchison lost his life 
in a farming accident. Tony may not be 
here physically anymore, but there is no 
doubt that he is still here. He continues to 
be an influence on Gus, not just in basket-
ball, but off the court as well.

“I want to be like him and carry my-
self like he carried himself on and off the 
court,” said Gus Etchison.

Gus made the announcement that he 
had committed to Western Michigan Fri-
day evening in a Twitter video. In that 
video, he said he wanted to continue his 
father’s legacy. Tony also played Divi-
sion I basketball, at Mercer University in 
Macon, Ga. The video featured a clip of 
Tony Etchison during one of his college 
games.

“They incorporated that into a tape 
of me, which was pretty cool,” said Gus 
Etchison.

Western Michigan made it clear to 
Gus that he would be welcomed with 
open arms by the Broncos. The team told 
Etchison that he was “a No. 1 guy” and 
would be the point guard once he walked 
on to the floor. 

“It made me feel wanted,” said Etchi-
son, who just finished his junior year at 
Heights.

TRANSITION PERIOD
Western Michigan is going through 

a transition period at the moment, as its 
longtime coach Steve Hawkins was re-
cently let go. Hawkins had coached the 
Broncos for 17 seasons, including two 
appearances in the NCAA tournament. 

Longtime assistant Clayton Bates is 
now the head coach for WMU. Etchison 
pointed out that Bates had been his main 
recruiter, and was still doing so even after 
moving into the head coaching position.

“He recruited me pretty much the 
whole time,” said Etchison.

Hamilton Heights coach Chad Bal-
lenger also went up to Western Michigan 
with Gus and his mother Toby during the 
season. Ballenger could also tell right 

away how much the Broncos wanted to 
up there.

“It was just a really good visit,” said 
Ballenger. “They really showed how 
much they wanted Gus to be a part of 
them. With Tony getting to go up there 
and being high on his list, that meant a 
lot to Gus.”

Ballenger said that WMU’s style of 
play will suit Etchison well, since Bates 
is going to a four-guard offense.

“He’s going to an offense that’s going 
to suit Gus,” said Ballenger. “Gus is go-
ing to be a point guard in college. That 
was also appealing that he’s going to go 
into a style that fits him, let Gus play to 
his strengths.”

Pete Smith, the veteran basketball 
coach, has been a family friend of the 
Etchisons for many years. In fact, Etchi-
son was the ball boy for the Guerin Cath-
olic team that Smith coached to a state 
championship in 2012. He also attended 
the Golden Eagles’ summer basketball 
camps from first through eighth grade, 
and his grandfather John Stretch was 
Smith’s scorekeeper when Smith was a 
coach at GC; Smith said Stretch is a “dear 
friend” of his.

“He’s been a family friend for 20 or 
30 years,” Etchison said of Smith. “I’ve 
been around him ever since I was born.”'

WHY WAIT?
Smith also fully encouraged Gus to 

accept Western Michigan’s offer. He told 
the family, why wait to see if someone 
else needs a guard like Etchison when 
there’s a school only three and a half 
hours away that already wants him.

“It's a great situation for Gus to grow 
as a young man, get a solid education, 
and also have an opportunity to play bas-
ketball on a team due to make the NCAA 
tournament sometime in his career there,” 
said Smith. “Now he can completely fo-
cus on doing whatever Coach Ballenger 
needs him to do to help their team win 
next season, knowing he's playing for the 
goals of his team, not trying to impress 
coaches to offer him a scholarship."

Of course, if anyone wasn’t impressed 
with Etchison’s play in his junior season, 
they weren't paying attention. Etchison 
shined for the Huskies last year, even 
while dealing with the grief of losing his 
father. 

The emotions were raw on Nov. 27, 
the day Heights hosted Lebanon in its 
season-opening game. But Etchison, 
with all eyes on him, channeled that into 
a remarkable performance by scoring 41 
points. The Huskies won the game 71-
69 in overtime on a Hudson Hochstedler 
putback.

“I know before the game I was really 
upset,” said Etchison. “I just wanted to 

take over and play for him. I just wanted 
to win that game so badly.”

Ballenger said that he watched that 
season-opening game the other night.  
“Just from an emotional standpoint, man, 
it was really hard,” he said. 

“With Gus’ situation, we were more 
worried about his emotional status and 
things like that,” said Ballenger. “I want-
ed it for him so bad.”

After Hochstedler made the winning 
shot and were jumping and down cele-
brating, Ballenger ran on to the court.

“It was this outpouring of emotion 
and I wanted it for the kids, wanted it for 
Gus,” said Ballenger. He said it was the 
first time in their young lives that many 

of those players had lost someone close 
to them.

“Tony, he coached those kids in junior 
basketball and was around,” said Bal-
lenger.

Gus would go on to average 24.9 
points per game during that season. 
That included a 56-point performance in 
the Huskies’ Dec. 10 game with Mount 
Vernon, one of the toughest teams on 
Heights’ schedule. Etchison isn’t sure 
where that performance came from, but 
remembers a feeling of confidence as the 
game went on.

“Honestly, that game, I felt like my 
dad was there with me,” said Etchison. 

Huskies star will be a Western Michigan Bronco . . .
Father's influence carries Gus Etchison 

through junior year, to WMU commitment

Kent Graham/File photo
Gus Etchison shined for Hamilton Heights in his junior year, even while 
dealing with the grief of losing his father. Etchison averaged 24.9 points 
per game and recently announced his commitment to Western Michigan.

See Etchison . . . Page 9

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.kimgoodfortreasurer.com
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“It was fun. We lost, which was tough, 
but Mount Vernon’s a really good school 
and great team.”

Heights finished last season 16-9, los-
ing a tough game in the sectional champi-
onship to Delta 42-41. It was one of two 
basketball-related disappointments for 
Etchison this spring. The other was when 
he was left off of the Indiana Junior All-
Stars team, a likely shock to anyone who 
had watched him play this season. 

“I’m obviously disappointed I didn’t 
make the team, but it gave me more moti-
vation to come out and work harder,” said 
Etchison, who also said he thinks he got 
more publicity after not making the team, 
rather than if he had made it.

“I know I have the abilities to do it,” 
said Etchison.

LOOKING FORWARD
Etchison is also looking to lead the 

Huskies to another winning season. And 
there’s a player Gus is looking forward to 
playing with next season: Younger broth-
er Tillman Etchison, who will be a fresh-
man for the Huskies.

Gus said his younger brother is 5-10, 

5-11 – “I think he’s getting my dad’s 
height,” he said – and is already a big kid. 
Gus continued his scouting report by say-
ing Tillman can shoot and handle the ball 
really well.

“He plays pretty good defense, too,” 
said Gus. “He should help out a lot next 
year.”

Gus also said that there will be other 
young players coming on to the Huskies 
team, and that some players in his class 
will step up as well.

“I think we’re going to be really good 
next year,” said Etchison.

Then after that, Etchison will be head-
ing up to Kalamazoo to play for the Bron-
cos. Western Michigan is already a spe-
cial place to Gus because of the presence 
of his father. And while they have to wait 
one more year to have Gus on their court, 
the Broncos have already made it clear 
that the Etchisons are part of the family.

“The coaches are really close They’re 
especially close with my mom. They 
reach out to her the same as they reach 
out to me. When I went there, it felt like 
family to me,” said Gus. 

ETCHISON
from Page 8

Photo provided
Gus Etchison (far left, bottom row) was a ballboy for the Guerin Catholic 
boys basketball team during its 2011-12 state championship season. Also 
pictured behind Gus is his grandfather John Stretch, the scorekeeper 
for the Golden Eagles and a longtime friend of coach Pete Smith.

By OLIVIA RAY
WISH-TV
When campuses closed down mid-

March, teams including Indiana Univer-
sity’s scattered across the country and 
were tasked with simulating a college 
football practice while working from 
home.

“Every single player was able to give 
feedback from every player and tell our 
strength staff, and say, ‘OK, this is what 
I have access to at my house,'” said Tom 
Allen, IU head football coach. “And then 
Aaron Wellman and his staff had to go 
through and create an individualized 
workout plan for each guy.”

Wellman was hired as Indiana foot-
ball’s head strength coach just weeks 
before the pandemic shut down college 

sports. He said his staff spends 10 to 12 
days designing three-week programs and 
making sample videos for each player 
based on their inventory lists.

“Some guys have water jugs they 
filled up. I get texts regularly,” Wellman 
said.” Almost every day from multiple 
guys, they’ve found. Or I got a text last 
week, he found a big tractor tire.”

“I actually got on Facebook Market-
place,” said Indiana graduate senior Jo-
van Swann. “Got a little rack set up in the 
garage, got my plates and weights and 
everything. I know we’ve got some guys 
in Florida. Indiana is known for getting 
those Florida recruits and I’ve seen some 
guys working on the sand. I’m kind of 
jealous of that because it’s great for the 
body.”

However, Swann found a workout fit 
for his hometown in Indianapolis.

“My group of guys that I train with, to 
push a truck, we’ve got a few trucks be-
ing from Indiana, a Midwest guy,” Swann 
said. “I’ve got an F-150 and we pushed 
that around a little bit. Just to build up 
that stamina, that endurance, that way 
your muscles don’t get fatigued.”

From burning rubber to running back-
yard drills, all of these are tailor-made 
plans from Wellman, who was brought in 
for this very reason: He’s well-equipped 
to handle these unusual circumstances.

“The one thing that helps us, you 
know Coach Wellman coming from the 
Giants, you know the NFL has a four-
month period where they are not with 
their players, so he’s kind of used to do-

ing this, obviously not in this primitive 
way,” Allen said.

For Wellman, his main concern this 
offseason is making sure his guys are not 
only ready for next fall but will remain 
healthy throughout the upcoming season.

“I was in the NFL for four years prior 
to this and, in 2011 and the lockout, there 
was a fourfold increase in ACL injuries. 
So, we’re cognizant of that. Our minds go 
to that,” Wellmans said. “We’re always 
concerned about the health and welfare 
of our players and we need to mitigate 
risk when they come back. And the risk 
is blatantly obvious that their soft tissues 
aren’t going to be conditioned chronical-
ly as they would have been when we lost 
11 spring ball prior to the several oppor-
tunities.”

IU football team prepares for next 
season with ‘virtual offseason’

https://www.kentgrahamphotos.com/index
http://primelifeenrichment.org
http://WandaLyons.com
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