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I-Team 8 has uncovered 
new information surround-
ing an apparent murder-sui-
cide in Fishers. Our team 
found red flags in the sus-
pect’s background – includ-
ing another incident where 
he was charged with raping 
the same woman.

These red flags show a 
pattern of domestic violence.

Derrick Upshaw shut 
down part of Fishers and 
drew dozens of police to the 
apartment complex at State 
Road 37 and 141st Street. 
Police found him and Tiffa-
ny Plummer dead inside. On 
top of that, he had hurt Plum-
mer before, and he had other 

victims.
In December 2017, 

Hamilton County prosecu-
tors charged Upshaw with 
domestic battery in the pres-
ence of a child less than 16 
years old, strangulation and 

interference with reporting 
a crime. According to court 
documents, he strangled 
a woman and prevented 
a 13-year-old child in the 
home from telling police or 
911 about the incident. He 

plead it down to one class 
A misdemeanor, spent four 
days in jail and paid $50.

Raio Krishnayya helps 
domestic violence victims 
with their court cases, as the 
Executive Director of the 
Center for Victim and Hu-
man Rights.

“The studies all show 
that the risk of re-offending 
is, of course, much higher 
if there’s a prior domestic 
violence conviction,” Krish-
nayya said.

He says the data shows 
we spend a lot of resources 
on people who re-offend.

While Upshaw was still 
on probation for the Hamil-
ton County domestic violence 
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Man in Fishers standoff had 
history of domestic violence

Photo provided
Dozens of police were on the scene during a 
standoff at an apartment complex on March 23.

The REPORTER
According to the Hamilton County Sheriff's De-

partment, a new telephone scam is making its rounds 
across Hamilton County.

This new scam will likely inform you that you 
have missed a federal court date or an appointment 
for a handwriting analysis. These scammers are 
claiming to be calling on behalf of HCSO's own Cap-
tain of Investigations Scott McKinney.

Captain McKinney has not authorized these calls 
and states that his name and position are being used 
for this scam. This scam is said to have originated 
from outside of the United States.

If you’re ever unsure of the authenticity of a call, 
please call the Sheriff Department’s administration 
line at (317) 773-1872.

Sheriff warns of 
latest phone scam

Get your absentee ballot 
sooner rather than later

The REPORTER
The League of Women 

Voters of Hamilton County, 
being aware that all eligible 
voters in Indiana are being 
encouraged to use absentee 
ballots, provides the follow-
ing information to help peo-
ple understand the process.

Normally an individual 
must meet some criteria to 
use an absentee ballot, but 

that has been waived. The 
Hamilton County govern-
ment offices are closed to 
the public so everything 
must be handled by mail, 
email, fax or phone. Beth 
Sheller, the Hamilton Coun-
ty Elections Administrator, 
asks that everyone get their 
absentee ballots this sooner 
rather than later.

Firstly, you must be 

registered to vote by May 
4 and that can be done at 
indianavoters.in.gov. If 
you have an address or 
name change, you can up-
date your voter registration. 
Another way to register or 
update your record, is to 
print out and mail the form 
found at this link. You may 
also call (317) 776-9632 
to have a voter registration 

form mailed to you. Voter 
registration forms must be 
mailed and cannot be re-
turned using email or fax.

Secondly, you must ap-
ply for an absentee ballot. 
Everything you need to 
know can be found at this 
link. You must submit an 
application by May 21. You 

Photo provided by Fishers Fire Department
Early Friday morning, Fishers firefighters responded to a house fire on Talbott Drive. Family and 
pets were able to safely exit the home. Firefighters had the fire under control in about 20 minutes, 
but there was heavy fire and smoke damage throughout the house.

Fishers home sustains fire, smoke 
damage, but no injuries reported

The success story of 
county’s namesake
In this time 

of great stress, 
we need stories 
of success and 
pe r s eve rance , 
so here's one 
about the man for 
whom Hamilton 
County is named: 
Alexander Ham-
ilton.

His story is 
stranger than fiction. An 
orphan, born out of wed-
lock on a remote Caribbean 
island, Hamilton's intelli-
gence was recognized by 
an employer when he was 
a teenager. Hamilton was 
lucky enough to be sent by 
his employer to college in 
the American colonies.

He was a student in 
New York when the Amer-
ican Revolution broke out. 
He left school to join the 
army. Lucky again, he was 
noticed by Gen. George 
Washington and given trust-
ed duties in the general's 
headquarters.

Toward the end of the 
war, he was given a field 
command and led a dramat-
ic attack on British posi-
tions that help 
seal the final 

victory at York-
town.

Then came 
some of his great-
est contributions. 
He knew that a 
national constitu-
tion was needed 
for the country. 
He took a lead 
role in 'selling' the 
constitution to the 

public by writing a majority 
of the Federalist Papers.

Washington, as presi-
dent, recognizing Hamil-
ton's abilities, then asked 
him to become Secretary of 
the Treasury. And, he was 
just getting started.

The original 13 states 
were all broke, and the na-
tional government had no 
income. So, Hamilton urged 
the government to take over 
the debts of the states. Cra-
zy idea, said the critics.

But, he had a plan. He 
succeeded in getting tar-
iffs levied on foreign-made 
products, developed a plan 
to sell millions of acres in 
the nation's newly acquired 
territory to settlers want-
ing to push westward, and 

FRED SWIFT
The County Line

COLUMNIST

Carmel’s Flowing Well Park 
to close for improvements

The REPORTER
On or after April 15, 

Flowing Well Park will close 
to undergo planned improve-
ments, including Cool Creek 
bank stabilization, restroom 
construction, parking lot 
expansion and updated in-
terpretive signage and trails. 
The Clay Township Impact 
Program funds these en-
hancements as part of Carm-
el Clay Parks & Recreation’s 
Reimagining Parks initia-

tive. The park will reopen af-
ter construction is complete 
in December 2020.

“The updates will make 
Flowing Well Park more 
functional for the everyday 
visitor,” said Michael Allen, 
CCPR Director of Parks & 
Natural Resources. “We are 
expanding not only access 
to trails, but recreational op-
portunities. To me, beyond 
being good stewards of qual-
ity habitat, the next most im-

portant thing is getting peo-
ple to see it and value it.”

Over the next three 
years, the Clay Township 
Impact Program will fund 
improvements to six parks 
in the community with a 
focus on parks and public 
safety. These improvements 
will provide benefits for all 
township residents, schools 
and businesses and make the 
community a better place to 
live, work and play.

To learn more about all 
the parks being reimagined, 
visit carmelclayparks.com/
reimagining-parks.

If you visit the park 
before April 15, due to 
COVID-19, CCPR encour-
ages park visitors to refrain 
from using the artesian well. 
Water spigots should not be 
touched. Please continue us-
ing social distancing while 
utilizing the trails at the 
parks.

And then there was grief
Mama said 

there would be 
days like this. 
Actually, Mama 
had no idea about 
these days.

This is hard. 
As I navigate 
through the sec-
ond week of shel-
tering in place, I 
am still trying to 
figure what all this means.

C o r o n a v i r u s . 
COVID-19. Pandemic. 

I keep thinking I am in a 
movie that I never wanted to 
be a part of ... but I am.

So many questions. So 
many concerns. And so 
much grief. Yes, I said grief.

I grieve the normal. I 
want my routine back. I want 
to be able to hug my fami-
ly. I miss my work family. I 
miss Tuesday morning cof-
fee (therapy) with my bestie. 
I miss Saturday nights at 
Maria's Mexican Restaurant 
with Chuck.

As I watched Hoda Kotb 
break down on the Today 
Show on Friday, I finally 
broke down as well. I'm just 
sad. It's a new normal that 
brings with it a new kind of 
grief. I finally figured that 
out and now I am figuring 
out what to do with it.

Chuck and I are tucked 
away inside our little house 
on the alley. Daily, we ven-
ture out to walk and pick up 
trash along the sidewalks. 

We greet our 
neighbors, some, 
we have never 
met before now. 
Yes, we are keep-
ing our six feet of 
social distancing.

For some rea-
son on our walks, 
the birds seem 
to be singing a 
bit louder. I've 

noticed the new life of the 
spring flowers that is giving 
promise to better days ahead. 
I'm slowing down and notic-
ing what my busy life before 
had allowed me to miss.

Chuck works the cross-
word puzzles that I ordered 
online from Barnes and No-
ble and picked up curbside at 
their door. I have become a 
jigsaw puzzle addict. Who 
knew? I tell Chuck that I am 
practicing for retirement. 
But I'm not quite ready.

My house is getting a 
good spring cleaning. I tack-
le one room at a time, every 
other day. I reward myself 
with a reading, writing and 
fun day in between. I have 
found things in drawers I 
never knew I had. I can of-
ten be heard saying, "Oh 
my goodness, look what I 
found!"

I read an article about 
anticipatory grief this week. 
That explained a lot. It's like 
I am waiting for the next 
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plan that needs to be can-
celled. Our granddaughter 
Emma's high school gradu-
ation? Not sure yet. Easter 
dinner with the families? Not 
sure yet. My calendar looks 
pretty blank right now ex-
cept for the x's crossing out 
our plans.

And yet ...
I see hints of hope in the 

community where I am so 
blessed to live.

I see people picking up 
coffee by the curbside at 
Noble Coffee & Tea. Our 
community is supporting the 
small businesses. 

I know meals and puz-
zles and acts of kindness are 
being shared in our commu-
nity. 

I saw the teachers from 
North Elementary driving 
through the streets of our 
neighborhood. I saw the 
smiles on their faces as well 
as on those of their students. 
They could not reach out and 
touch them physically but 
they could touch their hearts. 
It made a difference.

It really is the small dif-
ferences that are making this 
bearable. It's what communi-

ty is all about. We are all in 
this together and together we 
will make it through.

Jen Steubel Gibbs, pas-
tor of the Castleton United 
Methodist Church, spoke 
about Hints of Hope in her 
sermon last Sunday via Face-
book. This week I looked for 
them. They were there.

While I do grieve the 
normal upon which I have 
grown accustomed, I know 
that the exact old normal will 
never be there again and that 
is not a bad thing in many 
ways.

I will be more apprecia-
tive of those who have cared 
for our community during 
an absolutely exhausting 
time. Those who care for my 
mom at her health campus. 
The grocery store workers 
who can't keep up with the 
demands of shoppers. The 
truckers who meet them-
selves coming and going. 
Neighbors who offer to pick 
up items on a grocery run. 
Musicians who are bringing 
music to their online au-
dience. To all of you I say 
thank you!

Kudos to parents who 

are juggling work and teach-
ing their kids at home. I can't 
even imagine. Teaching is a 
calling. My daughter, Emily, 
will tell you that she never 
heard the call. She's doing it 
anyway. 

I have found myself 
reading the scriptures more. 
I've read Psalms 91 over 
and over again the past cou-
ple of weeks. In moments of 
overwhelming uncertainty, 
I listen to the hymn, "Great 
is Thy Faithfulness." Then 
I allow my heart to hear 
the words of the worship 
song, "No Longer a Slave 
to Fear.”

And I pray, "Please Lord 
let this soon pass and be with 
my family and friends, until 
it does."

We are not promised an 
easy life but I know faith 
will sustain me and my fami-
ly through these moments of 
grief and uncertainty. Until 
then, I will write and walk 
and organize and clean and 
cook. 

And as my sweet mama 
reminded me this week when 
she said, "I am so ready for 
this THING to be over!"

worked to enact a national 
currency.

The country got back 
on its feet financially, and 
was on its way to becoming 
the world's greatest indus-
trial power rather than the 
agrarian society that Thom-
as Jefferson and others had 
preferred.

Hamilton's fatal mistake 
came when he and the na-

tion's vice president, Aar-
on Burr, agreed to a duel. 
Hamilton was killed at age 
56. The country knew it was 
a great loss. Burr, of course, 
was blamed and left the 
country.

In the years following 
his death, Hamilton had 
dozens of towns, counties, 
schools, streets and parks 
named for him. Burr had 

virtually nothing named for 
him.

Our county was, of 
course, one of 10 U.S. 
counties named for Alex-
ander Hamilton, the guy 
whose likeness is on the 
$10 bill. But, how many 
people know the story that 
would be considered more 
unbelievable than a fiction 
novel?

case, he was arrested in Mar-
ion County. Tiffany Plummer 
told police Upshaw hit her 
in the face, ripped her hair 
out, kicked her body, bit her 
and threw a metal cup at her. 
She escaped by jumping off 
a third floor balcony. All this 
happened while her two chil-
dren were in the apartment.

He was charged with 
rape, criminal confinement, 
battery and strangulation. In 
October 2019, he reached 
an agreement with prosecu-
tors to include no additional 
jail time. He pleaded guilty 

to strangulation, but all the 
other charges were dropped. 
The prosecutor’s office 
blames issues with evidence.

Months later, he and 
Plummer were dead in that 
Fishers apartment.

“Accountability is an im-
portant aspect of addressing 
domestic violence cases, so 
if the message to the offender 
was ‘were not really going to 
hold you accountable’ then I 
think in a sense, it’s sort of a 
carte blanche to go forward 
and continue without feeling 
the weight of those institu-

tions saying, ‘we’re watch-
ing and it’s not tolerable,'” 
said Krishnayya.

Because of his convic-
tions, Upshaw was prohibit-
ed from buying or possess-
ing a firearm.

I-Team 8 reached out to 
the Fishers Police Depart-
ment to find out whose gun 
was used in the shooting on 
Monday. They did not get 
back to us. They also still 
have not said whether he 
shot Plummer, or whether he 
killed himself or was shot by 
police.

can download it from the 
website or call (317) 776-
8476 to request an applica-
tion. Do so Monday through 
Friday between 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m., or you can leave a 
message with your name 
and address. The applica-
tion can be returned to the 
Hamilton County Election 
Board in one of three ways:

1. By mail (address pro-
vided)

2. Scanned or a phone 

picture and emailed to elec-
tions@hamiltoncounty.
in.gov

3. By fax to (317) 776-
8218

If you do not receive 
your absentee ballot within 
10 days, call (317) 776-8476.

Thirdly, once received 
and filled out, you should 
return the absentee ballot to 
the Hamilton County Elec-
tion Board by mail in the 
envelope provided. All bal-

lots must be received by the 
Elections Board by noon on 
June 2. The absentee ballot 
cannot be faxed, emailed, or 
returned in person. Be sure 
that the ballot envelope is 
signed on the outside.

The League of Women 
Voters of Hamilton Coun-
ty, a non-partisan political 
organization, encourages 
the informed and active 
participation of citizens in 
government.
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Hamilton County community
organizations ‘Active in Disaster’
The REPORTER

It did not take long be-
fore Hamilton County’s 
social services non-prof-
its rallied to address the 
immediate crisis of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
begin planning for its inevi-
table long-term impact.

Dozens of food pantries, 
health care service provid-
ers and houses of worship 
immediately began working 
nonstop to adapt their work 
in order to provide essential 
services to Hamilton Coun-
ty residents who could not 
afford to stockpile food in 
advance of the state’s stay-
at-home order.

The Good Samari-
tan Network of Hamilton 
County, which coordinates 
the Community Organi-
zations Active in Disaster 
(COAD) emergency ser-
vices network, scrambled to 
find food supplies to replen-
ish pantries. Churches used 
their faith-based channels to 
provide supplemental sup-
port. The township trustees 
began coordinating work.

The Hamilton County 
Community Foundation 
(HCCF), along with the 
generous support of the 
community, quickly estab-

lished the Hamilton County 
Crisis Response Fund. This 
flexible fund will provide 
much-needed resources to 
non-profit organizations re-
sponding to the COVID-19 
pandemic with essential 
services and experienc-
ing financial challenges in 
meeting need.

The foundation’s quick 
turn-around operating 
grants will focus on orga-
nizations that work with the 
elderly or infirmed, youth 
and economically vulnera-
ble populations. Selection 
will be completed by HCCF 
staff and board in partner-
ship with Hamilton County 
COAD (Community Orga-
nizations Active in Disas-
ter) Executive Committee. 
Non-profit organizations 
that meet the criteria, can 
visit hamiltoncountycom-
munityfoudation.org/
covid-19 for information.

A provision of the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act) currently 
includes a new above-nor-
mal donation of up to $300 
to individuals who give to 
charities as a result of the 
COVID-19 crisis. The de-
duction will be available 

to individuals who itemize 
and to those who do not 
when they file their taxes 
next year. It also will lift 
the existing cap on annual 
contributions for those who 
do itemize from 60 percent 
of adjusted gross income to 
100 percent. Limits for cor-
porations will increase from 
15 to 25 percent.

“Contributions are 
needed now,” said Good Sa-
maritan Network Executive 
Director Nancy Chance, as 
there are now restrictions on 
in-kind food donations due 
to concerns over the virus. 
In addition, GSN is secur-
ing food by the truckload 
from throughout the United 
States to meet the food de-
mand wherever possible.

“We also need to pre-
pare for the eventual long-
term impact the crisis will 
have on our community,” 
Chance added. “Thousands 
of workers have already 
been laid off and it’s likely 
to get worse before it sta-
bilizes, creating an even 
greater need.”

Hamilton County’s 
housing partners also are al-
ready planning for that next 
phase as the eviction orders 
phase out post-crisis but 

money may not be available 
to catch up.

A recent $50,000 
pledge from the Central In-
diana COVID-19 Commu-
nity Economic Relief Fund 
(C-CERF) will support 
various community pro-
grams through COAD and 
the Good Samaritan Net-
work to help the communi-
ty in crisis. C-CERF fund-
ing partners include the 
Central Indiana Commu-
nity Foundation (through 
the Glick Fund and the 
Indianapolis Foundation), 
Nina Mason Pulliam Char-
itable Trust, Richard M. 
Fairbanks Foundation, Eli 
Lilly and Co. Foundation 
and United Way of Central 
Indiana.

Visit GSNLive.org for 
information on donating to 
the Good Samaritan Net-
work, which will distribute 
support to its COAD agen-
cies.

Hamilton County Tour-
ism, Inc. is hosting a #Love-
HC platform to rally support 
around community orga-
nizations, local businesses 
and government during the 
pandemic. Learn more on 
how to help at Lovehamil-
tonCounty.com.

The REPORTER
The coronavirus is af-

fecting seniors in Hamilton 
County in a way never ex-
pected.

The Shepherd's Cen-
ter of Hamilton County 
(SCHC) is the trusted re-
source in Hamilton County 
for connecting seniors to 
programs and resources that 
support their independence. 
SCHC desperately needs 
your help as it has no extra 
funds to assist with the in-
flux of new requests in this 
time of need.

SCHC has a goal to raise 
$500,000 so that it can say 
"yes" to any senior in Ham-
ilton County who has a need 
in the next six months.

Since 2017, SCHC has 
seen 192 percent growth 
in the number of seniors 
served and over 1,000 per-
cent growth in referrals. 
There are 7,500 seniors in 
Hamilton County who live 
at or below the 40th percen-
tile of the area medium in-
come ($16,000 or less). Due 
to the current COVID-19 
situation, SCHC’s phones 
are now ringing off the hook 
with requests for services.

The coronavirus out-
break has caused the majori-
ty of all seniors in the coun-
ty to shelter in place, and 

forced SCHC to temporarily 
close the group program-
ming that allowed seniors 
to gather for food and fel-
lowship. SCHC is activating 
new ways to assist Hamilton 
County seniors by delivering 
food, cleaning supplies other 
needed items to the doors of 
seniors, and regularly reach-
ing out with a personal call 
to assess needs and provide 
vital social connection. 

Please consider donating 
today to help SCHC meet its 
goal of assisting any senior 
in Hamilton County who 
needs services. If half of the 
seniors mentioned above 
needed food assistance for 
three months during this cri-
sis, it would cost $280,000 
to provide it.

You can donate by visit-
ing this link or by writing a 
check to Shepherd’s Center 
of Hamilton County, 347 
S. 8th St., Noblesville, IN 
46060. Please note “Coro-
navirus support” in the 
memo line.

For more information, 
please call SCHC Executive 
Director Lauren Guynn at 
(317) 674-8777 or Melanie 
Fauth, Board member/Coro-
navirus Task Force Leader, 
at (317) 313-7132. You can 
also visit ShepherdsCen-
terofhamiltonCounty.org.

Shepherd’s Center, 
area seniors need 

your help now

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter

The REPORTER
The leadership mem-

bers and healthcare profes-
sionals at Riverview Health, 
especially those on the front 
lines of patient care, are 
working diligently to pro-
vide safe, high-quality care 
and protect the well-being 
of everyone during this time 
of uncertainty. They are our 
heroes.

Although it’s not known 
what tomorrow will bring, 
what is certain is that Riv-
erview Health’s dedicated 

healthcare team of physi-
cians, nurses, therapists, 
pharmacists, housekeeping, 
food services and many 
more are ready to meet each 
new challenge.

The COVID-19 Support 
Fund will support River-
view Health staff members 
as they juggle caring for 
patients, their families, their 
homes and themselves. 
Your gift will be a huge 
support to the Riverview 
Health healthcare team as 
they continue to provide 

safe, high-quality care to 
patients and the communi-
ty. The COVID-19 Support 
Fund is designed to provide 
assistance as needs continue 
to be identified, increase or 
change.

If you would like to sup-
port this effort, visit river-
view.org/donate to make 
an online donation or send 
a check to Riverview Health 
Foundation (COVID-19 
Support Fund) 395 West-
field Road, Noblesville, IN 
46060.

Riverview Health sets up support 
fund for staff on the front lines

Hello Friends and Neighbors!
We are always appreciative of your business and the fact 

that you allow us to come into your homes and even more 
so during these challenging times amid the COVID-19 virus 
situation.

We have been diligent about sanitizing each of our 
locations. Fortunately, the size of our stores does allow for the 
adequate social distancing now being called for.

If you have purchased furniture from us recently - we are still 
out making deliveries. Our delivery crews will have disinfectant 
wipes for their safety, as well as the safety of others.

If you have been thinking about a project now would be 
a great time to get started on something. As long as you’re 
spending a great length of time at home right now, you may as 
well make it safe and comfortable.

Our sales staff is very experienced. They can help you over 
the phone or via text or the chat feature found in the lower 
right corner of our website. When you do want to come in and 
try some things out, we will be here! Check out our website for 
more information and to take a peek at some of the products 
that we offer.

Spring is arriving and we’re staying positive and uplifted 
during this difficult time We are open, how can we help you?

Sincerely,
Jeff Godby

We are open. How can we help you?
STAY HOME - STAY SAFE - STAY HEALTHY 
LET US KNOW IF WE CAN MAKE IT MORE COMFORTABLE!

www.GodbyHomeFurnishings.com

Avon
Rockville Rd & Dan Jones

Avon, IN 46123 
317-272-4581
BEHIND THE  

BP® GAS STATION

Carmel
136th St & N Meridian 

Carmel, IN 46032 
317-566-8720

ACROSS FROM  
ST. VINCENTS CARMEL

Noblesville / Fishers
146th St & SR 37 

Noblesville, IN 46060 
317-214-4321

INTERSECTION of  
146th St & HWY 37

Godby Discount Store
130 Logan Street 

Noblesville, IN 46060 
317-565.2211

ACROSS FROM  
FEDERAL HILL COMMONS

Family Owned Since 1974

The REPORTER
Invasive plant species 

impact Indiana in various 
ways, including loss of bio-
diversity, degradation of 
natural habitats, decreased 
property values, declining 
agricultural yields, negative 
impacts on public utilities, 
recreation and tourism. In-
diana landowners and man-
agers spend more than $8.6 
million annually managing 
invasive species in Indiana.

Beginning April 18, the 
Indiana Terrestrial Plant 
Rule (312 IAC 18-3-25) will 
make it illegal to sell, gift, 
barter, exchange, distribute, 
transport or introduce in 
Indiana any of 44 invasive 
pest plant species without a 
permit. The rule was signed 
by Governor Holcomb and 
published March 18, 2019, 
but enforcement was de-
layed for one year in order to 
give Indiana's plant nursery 
industry time to rid its stock 
of invasive plants. Over the 
past year, state officials have 
been educating 350 grow-
ers, 3,500 nursery dealers 
and the public about these 
soon to be illegal plants.

As the regulatory agen-
cy, the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) Division of Ento-

mology and Plant Pathol-
ogy (DEEP) has authority 
to issue a $500 fine per 
violating incident per day 
once it becomes enforce-
able. While it will be illegal 
to transport or gift these 44 
plants among private prop-
erty owners, it will not be 
illegal to have these species 
on your property. However, 
you are encouraged to work 
to remove these species 
from your property.

Only 22 of the 44 listed 
plants are commonly sold in 
the nursery trade. Examples 
of these include Amur hon-
eysuckle, Asian bittersweet, 
blunt-leaved privet, autumn 
olive, common buckthorn, 
Japanese barberry, Japanese 
honeysuckle, and winter-
creeper.

All the species in the 
rule were assessed and 
ranked as highly invasive 
through a scientific and 
transparent system by the 
Invasive Plant Advisory 
Committee (IPAC). IPAC is 
a team of experts comprised 
of representatives from hor-
ticulture, landscape, nurs-
ery, research, conservation, 
Purdue Agriculture and oth-
er universities.

Callery pear and Norway 
maple trees are two species 

that were ranked high on 
the official list but were not 
included in the final rule be-
cause the state determined 
that their inclusion would 
cause too great of a monetary 
impact to growers of these 
species. These trees and oth-
er highly invasive species 
such as winged burning bush 
could be added to the rule 
through an amendment pro-
cess in the coming years.

In the meantime, the 
Hamilton County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict (SWCD) and Hamilton 
County Invasives Partner-
ship (HIP) encourage you to 
avoid purchasing or plant-
ing these species. 

More information about 
the Terrestrial Plant Rule 
including the full list of pro-
hibited species, links to the 
individual invasive plant as-
sessments, and information 
about identifying and man-
aging invasive species on 
your property can be found 
at hcinvasives.org. 

For additional infor-
mation on invasive species 
in and around Hamilton 
County, contact the Ham-
ilton County Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District 
at (317) 773-2181 or visit 
hamltonswcd.org.

New statewide rule on invasive 
plants taking effect next month
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http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
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http://www.hamltonswcd.org/
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It’s spring. 
The trees are 
groaning and 
stretching as they 
again start their 
full-time job of 
taking care of 
us. These largest 
plants on earth 
are busy cleaning 
our air, water, and 
providing physical, mental 
and emotional benefits. 

In this time of environ-
mental stress, it is increas-
ingly important to conserve, 
protect, and plant trees. 
Healthy trees and woodlots 
offer multitudes of benefits. 
They are not the single cure 
for the stresses the Earth is 
experiencing, but they are a 
major part of the answer. 

Think about drops of 
rain. Follow a drop in your 
mind as it plops down and 
meanders its 
way to the 
storm sewers, 
picks up more 
drops, gaining 
speed as they 
make their 
way downhill. 
As the drops 
move along at 
a faster pace, 
they pick up 
oils, dirt, trash, 
and other var-
ied surface pollutants before 
they rush into the gutters 
and drains and make their 
way to our streams, creeks, 
rivers and lakes. 

Without trees, there is 
no tree canopy to slow the 
pelting rain, and no leaves, 
trunk, or roots to trap pol-
lutants. Without trees, that 
raindrop and its buddies 
are not going to be pure or 
semi-pure when they finally 
enter our water supply. 

Newly planted and ma-
ture trees in woodlots and 
forests intercept stormwa-
ter and pollutants from rain 
events. I visited a 41-inch 
Tulip tree (Liriodendron tu-
lipifera) at Forest Park and 
plugged its vital statistics 
into an application called 
i-Tree. That tree intercepts 
2,920 gallons of rainfall an-
nually, while a young eight-
inch Tulip tree I measured 
intercepted 385 gallons 
of rainfall this past year 
(i-Treetools.org).

The more woodlands 
preserved and protected, the 
more trees planted in rural 
yards and urban landscapes, 
the cleaner the air. The 
leaves, twigs, bark and roots 
of trees are effective air fil-
ters and pollution captors. 

For example, carbon 
dioxide (CO2) is naturally 
present in the air, but, due 
to human impact, there is 
much more than the 0.03 
percent that naturally oc-
curs. In fact, there is more 
CO2 in the air now than at 
any other time since consis-
tent measurements of it be-
gan in 1958 (Yale School of 
Forestry).

Trees and all green plants 
via photosynthesis take in 
carbon dioxide, store it, and 
release oxygen as a byprod-
uct. In fact, the 41-inch di-
ameter Tulip tree at the park, 
stores 24,363.43 pounds of 
CO2 (i-Treetools.org).

If one large tree can 
do that, think about what 
a grove of trees will do in 
their lifetime … or a woods 
… or a small woodlot … or 
the trees in your backyard. 
These pollution fighters 
also remove carbon mon-
oxide, ozone, nitrogen and 
sulfur dioxide, and trap par-
ticulate matter from the air.

In comparison, the 
young Tulip tree is storing 
607.57 pounds of carbon. 
Tulip (our state tree), Oak, 
Maple, Hackberry, and 
small to medium species 

all provide ben-
efits. However, 
the larger the 
tree at maturity, 
the more benefits 
we receive. So, 
it is important to 
conserve, protect, 
and plant large 
maturing species.

Here is some-
thing to consider from 
USDA Forest Service re-
searchers. One acre of 
trees annually absorbs the 
amount of CO2 of a car driv-
en 26,000 miles and puts 
out four tons of oxygen, 
which is enough to meet the 
annual clean air needs of 18 
people.

Yet, what do we see 
in Hamilton County and 
throughout Indiana? We 
see bulldozing of wood-
lots, woodlands and edges, 

which inhib-
its cleaner air 
and water, and 
destroys hab-
itats for birds, 
insects, rep-
tiles, amphib-
ians, fish and 
mammals. The 
destruction of 
woodlands and 
edges hurts hu-
mans in other 
ways as well. 

Take a break from 
COVID-19. Visit McGre-
gor, Koteewi, Cool Creek, 
or Carmel’s Central Park. 
Lean on the rail of the 
Rookery Preserve. Breathe 
in the cleaner air, sit or 
amble along and enjoy the 
trees and plants in your line 
of sight. Wow! Blood pres-
sure and stress levels drop. 

The early research of 
USDA Forest Service and 
university scientists has 
proven that when we have a 
view of trees or walk among 
the trees, we enjoy the phys-
ical response of destressing. 
Trees have numerous phys-
ical and mental benefits. 
There are too many to di-
gest in a short column. Now 
that you have time, you may 
want to hit the search button 
and learn a bit more.

We are coming up on 
Arbor Day on April 24. It 
is not only a time to plant 
trees, but also time to thank 
the trees for the services 
they provide. The trees will 
only continue to provide 
these services if new ones 
are planted, the woodlands 
are conserved and protect-
ed, and trees on private and 
public lands well cared for 
and respected for the jobs 
they do for us. 

In fact, now, is a great 
time to give a tree a well-de-
served hug. It’s OK. Trees 
do not require social dis-
tancing.

Pamela Dunn-Louks, 
owner of In2Trees, is an ISA 
Certified Arborist, has a BA 
in Journalism from St. Mary 
of the Woods College, and 
is a nature photographer. 
Since retiring from the Indi-
ana DNR as the state Com-
munity & Urban Forest Co-
ordinator, she spends time 
visiting trees and offering 
tips and tools of the trade 
for their healthy upkeep. 
She is a lifelong resident of 
Hamilton County who lives 
in Cicero – with a lot of 
trees. Contact her at pam@
in2trees.com.

PAMELA DUNN-LOUKS
Talkin’  Trees

COLUMNIST

We need treesCoronavirus from my view
Editor’s Note: 

The Sheridan Stu-
dent Column is 
brought to read-
ers by Sheridan 
High School’s 
10th grade En-
glish class, taught 
by Abby Williams.

By now ev-
eryone has been 
made aware of 
the current global epidem-
ic: COVID-19. It is affect-
ing everyone no matter the 
age, race, social standing, 
or ethnic background, and 
it’s something that many 
people are panicking about. 
Schools have closed, sports 
canceled, workplaces clos-
ing, stores shelves emptied, 
and thousands of people 
in panic mode. Even full 
states, providences and 
countries have shut down to 
quarantine themselves from 
the spread of COVID-19. 
This is my view of the cur-
rent epidemic. 

A few weeks ago, no 

one thought we 
would be where 
we are today. 
People from the 
U.S. were making 
and laughing at 
coronavirus me-
mes thinking that 
something so far 
away could never 
make it halfway 
around the world 

and affect us the way it has. I 
personally didn’t even think 
our school would close due 
to there not being any cas-
es in our area. Although, as 
soon as Avon had its first 
closing, everything started 
to feel unreal. My track team 
started planning for what 
we would do if we were 
to have a school closure, 
teachers began to prep us for 
weeks of eLearning, giving 
us schedules and packets of 
work, the store shelves slow-
ly lost more and more mer-
chandise, and we prepped 
ourselves for at least a two-
week self-quarantine. 

At that point, nothing 
truly felt real and nothing 
truly did until about a week 
ago. I live alone with my 
dad and have for the past 
few years, therefore we are 
a one-income household. 
We are normally good at 
stretching funds, but we do 
tend to have to live pay-
check to paycheck. I figured 
through this whole thing we 
would be financially okay 
due to my dad working for 
a big company that produc-
es and sells signs all over 
the U.S. But, about a week 
ago, we got the news that 
his work was closing. This 
had been a fear in the back 
of my mind since the day I 
found out about everything 
closing, but I tried to keep 
good faith in the fact that it 
wouldn’t happen.

When I got the news, 
it was as if a giant boulder 
was placed onto my shoul-
ders. I’ve never had a very 
wealthy family, and I’ve 
dealt with tough financial 

situations before, but this 
was something I hadn’t been 
afraid of in years. I had lost 
my only source of steady 
income; we have bills to 
pay, food to purchase, and a 
car that needs gas. It’s ter-
rifying seeing your whole 
life slowly fall apart at the 
seams, everything you once 
knew and trusted pulled out 
from under you as if it were 
a loose rug. 

This is one of those sit-
uations where you have to 
find any faith you have left 
in the world and hold onto it 
as if your life depended on 
it. We are all going through 
this together, and as long as 
we stick together through 
this whole situation, we will 
make it through it. Please do-
nate to your local food banks 
or churches; there are people 
in need everywhere you turn 
and even the littlest things 
help. Keep those struggling 
in good thoughts or in your 
prayers. We will make it 
through this together.

HARPER WISELOGLE
Sheridan High 
School Student

COLUMNIST

The REPORTER
State Road 37

126th Street west of 
SR 37 is currently closed 
and is anticipated to re-
open in July. During this 
time, cross access and all 
left turns will be restricted, 
with only right in and right 
out until this phase ends. 
Traffic on southbound SR 
37 will shift to the north-
bound lanes and two lanes 
will remain in each direc-
tion. Local access to busi-
nesses will remain open via 
Lantern Road. The official 
detour route will direct 
drivers to use 116th Street 
or 131st Street to Allison-
ville Road. Detour route 
markers and advance warn-
ing signs will be in place 
prior to the closure.

On Monday, March 30, 
the northbound SR 37 lanes 
will be reduced from two 
lanes to one just north of 
141st Street to 146th Street 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For a map of the de-
tours, click here. Please 
drive with caution through 
this area. To learn more 
about the State Road 37 Im-
provement Project and sign 
up to receive text updates, 
visit 37Thrives.com.
Stay-At-Home Order

Governor Holcomb has 
issued a Stay-At-Home 
Order effective 11:59 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 24 through 
11:59 p.m. Monday, April 
6. The Stay-At-Home Order 
applies to the entire state of 
Indiana and states that un-
less you work at an essen-

tial business or are doing an 
essential activity, you must 
stay at home. An FAQ on 
the order is available at this 
link.   

Residents are not re-
stricted from walking, jog-
ging, biking, or outdoor 
activities, including driving 
to local parks. The City of 
Fishers encourages you to 
get outdoors and enjoy the 
fresh air.

96th Street
Beginning on Thursday, 

April 2, 96th Street between 
Sargent Road and Cumber-
land Road will be closed. 
During this time, the Sar-
gent Road roundabout will 
be constructed, the bridge 
over Mud Creek will be 
replaced with a widened 
structure and additional 
travel lanes will be added. 
Local access will remain 
open from Lantern Road to 
the River Life Church. The 
Sargent Road roundabout 
is anticipated to reopen in 
mid-June. 96th Street east 
of Sargent Road to Cum-
berland Road will remain 
closed and is anticipated to 
reopen in early November. 
The official detour route 
will direct drivers to use 
Lantern Road or Cumber-
land Road to 106th Street. 
View the detour map here.

116th Street
The northernmost west-

bound lane of 116th Street 
between Lantern Road and 
Municipal Drive is current-
ly restricted day and night 
for approximately 45 days. 
Access remains open to 

local businesses along the 
route.

Currently, westbound 
116th Street between Mu-
nicipal Drive and Post Of-
fice Road has lane restric-
tions in place for water 
main relocation.

136th Street 
On Tuesday, April 7, 

136th Street will be closed 
between Southeastern Park-
way and Prairie Baptist 
Road and is anticipated to 
reopen on Friday, April 10.

Spyglass Falls 
Subdivision

ADA ramp reconstruc-
tion and road resurfacing is 
currently taking place and is 
anticipated to be completed 
by the end of June.

Municipal Drive
Beginning on Monday, 

March 30, there will be lane 
restrictions on Municipal 
Drive behind the library in 
order to construct on-street 
parking and is anticipated to 
be completed by the end of 
June.

North Street
Beginning on Monday, 

March 30, North Street will 
be closed between Maple 
Street and Municipal Drive 
and is anticipated to reopen 
by Friday, April 3. Local 
access to businesses will re-
main open.  

Maple Street
Beginning on Monday, 

March 30, Maple Street will 
be closed between North 
Street and 116th Street and 
is anticipated to reopen by 

Friday, April 3. Local ac-
cess to businesses will re-
main open.

Fishers Pointe 
Boulevard

Currently, there are 
daytime lane restrictions 
on Fishers Pointe Blvd. 
between 116th Street and 
Fishers Center Drive.

Lantern Road
Lantern Road is closed 

to thru traffic, beginning 
south of 116th Street to 
Fishers Pointe Boulevard, 
as part of the Downtown 
Infrastructure Improvement 
Project to improve the sani-
tary sewer underneath Lan-
tern Road. Access to Fish-
ers Elementary is available 
from 106th Street. Check 
out the project Fact Sheet 
to learn more.

Keep Fishers 
DPW safe

Road construction con-
tinues around Fishers, so 
please remember to slow 
down and drive carefully 
around road workers. Click 
here to see the Fishers 
DPW crew talk about work-
er safety.

While this list encom-
passes numerous project 
updates, it does not list all 
DPW projects throughout 
the city. The most recent 
projects are detailed, how-
ever please keep in mind 
that all construction activi-
ties are weather permitting. 
The city appreciates motor-
ists’ patience and caution 
while driving through con-
struction sites.

Fishers road construction updates, week of March 30

The REPORTER
1863 – Indiana Gover-

nor Oliver P. Morton was in 
Washington, D.C., to visit 
soldiers of the Army of the 
Potomac. He made speech-
es to the Indiana regiments 
and was received with great 
enthusiasm. Morton had 
been working closely with 
President Abraham Lincoln 
in the state's involvement 
in the Civil War. While in 
the city, Morton collected 
federal reimbursements of 
$90,000 which would help 
in the continued operation 
of state government.

1904 – A furniture store 
in Argos advertised a Hoo-
sier Cabinet on sale for 
$11. Indiana was home to a 
number of companies which 
manufactured free-stand-
ing kitchen cabinets which 
served several functions: 
Cupboard for plates, cups, 

and silverware, work ta-
ble, storage bin, and flower 
sifter. The "Hoosier" brand 
models were made in New 
Castle. 

1920 – The four Re-
publican candidates for 
the upcoming Presidential 
election were making cam-
paign tours through Indiana. 
Ohio Senator Warren G. 
Harding spoke at a rally in 
Richmond, along with Cal-
ifornia Senator Hiram John-
son. Ohio Governor Frank 
Lowden, also a candidate, 
spoke at a gathering at the 
Columbia Club in Indianap-
olis. The fourth candidate, 
Major General Leonard 
Wood, also toured Indiana 
on the eve of the primary 
election. Harding went on to 
win the nomination and the 
election. 

1931 – Notre Dame 
football coach Knute 

Rockne and six others were 
killed in the crash of a pri-
vate plane in Kansas. Over 
300,000 mourners lined the 
streets of South Bend as the 
funeral procession moved to 
the Sacred Heart Church on 
the Notre Dame campus.  

1948 – The Mercury 
Records "Caravan of Stars" 
performed at the Murat The-
ater in Indianapolis. At the 
top of the bill was Frankie 
Laine, along with Helen 
Hume, Flip Phillips, Buck 
Clayton, and the Mercu-
ry All-Star Orchestra. The 

show was emceed by city 
deejay Easy Gwynn. A local 
reviewer observed that the 
evening proved that record-
ing artists "must be seen as 
well as heard to be fully ap-
preciated."

April 4, 1968 – Robert F. 
Kennedy, in Indianapolis on 
a campaign tour, announced 
the death of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., to a crowd at 
17th and Broadway. His im-
passioned plea for peace on 
that night is considered one 
of the greatest addresses of 
the 20th Century.

Where were “Hoosier” brand cabinets made?
Photo provided

A maple tree getting 
ready to do its job.

Read it here.
Read it first.
Hamilton 

County
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Cute and move in ready, 4 BR, 2 BA with finished 
basement, main level has hardwood floors.  

Kitchen w/SS appliances, fenced rear yard, many 
updates “A real Gem”. BLC# 21695622

455 North 17th Street 
Noblesville • $209,900

PENDING

Many recent updates in this 2 story, 4BR, 2.5BA home, 
New carpet, fresh paint, new roof 2020. All kitchen 

appliances stay, basement, adjacent multi-acre  
common area. BLC# 21695300

18756 Mill Grove Drive  
Noblesville • $269,900 

Lovely 2 story in Hazel Dell Woods with 4 BR & 2.5 BA. 
finished basement, fresh paint, kit appliances stay,  

home on over a 1/2 acre lot and this home is  
move-in ready. BLC# 21696880

5593 South Flinchum Way 
Noblesville • $279,900

NEW PRICE

PENDING

Dreaming of  
a New Home?  

We can help make your  
dreams come true! 

Well cared for and updated 3 BR, 2 BA manufactured home 
on large lot with over two car port. Home has living room, 
updated kitchen with breakfast room and breakfast bar. 

Property is also being sold with two more lots and a mobile 
home rental. All appliances will stay. BLC# 21701401

302 Riverwood Drive  
Noblesville • $149,900 

NEW LISTING!
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TODAY’S BIBLE READING
Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: Who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he 
was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 
And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy 
Ghost was given, he offered them money, Saying, Give me also this power, that 
on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto 
him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for 
thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, 
and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I 
perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. Then 
answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things 
which ye have spoken come upon me.

Acts 8:14-24 (KJV)

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter,
its publisher or its staff. You can submit your own

Letter to the Editor by email to News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Letter to the Editor

Hello Hamilton County,
I have known Steve Dillinger since 

the sixth grade. He was my Noblesville 
Grinder Football Coach. He instilled 
in me the value of hard work, humility, 
teamwork, faith, honor and coming to-
gether for a common cause. Since those 
early years, I have always kept in touch 
with him.

Later in my late 20’s, we became 
friends, and I went on several fishing trips 
with him. Decades later, he still continues 
to be a strong leader for our community in 
so many ways. 

I admire the work Steve Dillinger has 

accomplished while in office. He has been 
someone who has made my city a great 
place to grow up and raise a family in.

Steve Dillinger will always put Ham-
ilton County first and look out for the tax-
payers. His commitment to the people of 
Hamilton County has been unwavering, 
and I am honored to call him my Friend, 
Coach, and Hamilton County Commis-
sioner.

Please join me in voting for Steve 
Dillinger for Hamilton County Commis-
sioner.

Mike davis
Noblesville City Councilor

Mike Davis asks you 
to support Dillinger

Letter to the Editor

Dear Hamilton County,
As the Delaware Township Trustee, 

I have had the pleasure of collaborating 
with Jeff Hern, current Hamilton County 
Councilor.

Prior to Jeff’s elected role as Coun-
ty Councilor, he served as Fall Creek 
Township Trustee. During his tenure, I 
admired how he approached working 
with his constituents. As a Trustee, Jeff 
had many successes. Those included tri-
pling the size of the food pantry without 
using taxpayer dollars, securing addi-
tional land for nature parks and trails, 
and implementing a ‘Back to School’ 

backpack program.
When Jeff was elected Hamilton 

County Councilor, I was impressed to 
see him use the same core values that 
made him a successful as a Trustee. He 
has always aimed to keep government 
limited and easy to navigate, and be 
readily accessible and available to con-
stituents.

As Jeff Hern runs for re-election for 
Hamilton County Councilor, I ask that 
you vote for someone who will always 
put you first.

debbie driskell
Delaware Township Trustee

Debbie Driskell encourages
voters to re-elect Jeff Hern
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CFBindiana.com

This is Your Community. This is Your Bank.

Bringing Community Back to Banking17661 Village Center Dr. Noblesville, IN

Bank of Indiana

New 
Noblesville 

Branch 
Now 

Open!

Coronavirus cancellations
Send your event cancellation notice to Notices@ReadTheReporter.com
Atlanta

Submitted
For the health and safe-

ty of our customers and 
friends, the layout at Mr. 
Muffin’s Trains in Atlanta 
will be closed for now. The 
shop will remain open for 
shipping and pickups. We 

are taking additional safe-
ty precautions, including 
curbside pickup.

We strongly recom-
mend placing credit card 
orders via the website; you 
can still pick up the order 
by clicking the "Pickup in 

Store" button in the shop-
ping cart. We'll pull the 
product and notify you 
when it's ready to pick up.

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please 
call (765) 292-2022 or visit 
MrMuffinsTrains.com.

Mr. Muffin’s closes train 
layout display to public

Lobby closed at Fishers Police Department Headquarters
The Fishers Police Department has closed the lobby of its headquarters. Please call (317) 

595-3300 to speak to Records staff and (317) 773-1282 to speak with a Fishers police officer.

Fishers
Fishers GOP Club cancels Meet & Greet

The Fishers GOP Club has canceled its Meet & Greet scheduled for April 9 at the 
Delaware Township Community Center.

The REPORTER
The Westfield Lions 

Poker for Sight Texas Hold 
‘Em Poker tournament, 
originally scheduled for 
April 17 and 18, will be 
postponed until Friday and 
Saturday, June 12 and 13.

The Lions Poker for 
Sight tournaments are the 
largest fund raisers for the 
Westfield group. They are a 

vital part of the club’s phil-
anthropic endeavors every 
year.

The drawing for the 
winner of the Zac Brown 
Band Concert VIP tickets 
will also be moved to the 
night of June 13 at the fi-
nal round of the Poker for 
Sight Tournament.

For more information 
or to register for Lions 

Poker for Sight go to lions- 
poker.org.

For more information 
on the Westfield Lions 
Club go to westfieldlions.
org.

The Westfield Lions 
Club will keep everyone 
posted on additional devel-
opments as time gets clos-
er. Thank you all for your 
support.

Westfield Lions Club postpones 
Poker for Sight tournament

The REPORTER
The Westfield Chamber of Commerce 

has released notices of the following can-
cellations:

• "Shark Tank" Luncheon: This event 
has been postponed until further notice.

• Westfield young Professionals: At 

this time all events are TBD. The next meet 
up is scheduled for April 2.

• Coffee with the Chamber: At this 
time all events are TBD. The next coffee is 
scheduled for April 14.

For more information, visit west-
field-chamber.org.

Westfield Chamber cancels three events

Westfield

Westfield GOP Club postpones Congressional debate
The Westfield GOP Club has postponed the 5th District Congressional Debate. The 

Club’s goal is to reschedule the debate for sometime in April. Updates will be provided.

The REPORTER
During this time of extra 

caution due to COVID-19, 
Community First Bank 
(CFB) of Indiana remains 
committed to the health and 
well-being of its customers, 
employees, and surround-
ing communities.

All CFB branches have 
temporarily closed the 
lobbies to walk-in traffic. 
The Oak Ridge branch in 
Westfield will remain ful-
ly staffed and able to assist 
customers.

Banking will still be 
carried out via four drive-

up locations, six 24/7 
ATMs, online banking, 
mobile app, night deposito-
ry, and in-person appoint-
ments by request (includ-
ing new account openings, 
loan appointments, etc.).

Please call (765) 236-
0600 with any questions.

Community First Bank limits lobby 
traffic, remains open for business

The REPORTER
Carmel Mayor Jim 

Brainard on Thursday 
issued a clarification of 
orders from the Gover-
nor’s office as it pertains 
to places of amusement. 
Under the state’s order, 
playgrounds, tennis courts, 
basketball courts and other 
similar areas of outdoor in-
teraction have been closed.

In addition, Brainard 
has ordered all golf courses 
closed in Carmel because 

golfers are touching flags, 
using carts, retrieving balls 
from cups – which pos-
es a problem because the 
COVID-19 virus can live 
on these kinds of surfaces 
for up to three days.

Brainard has also or-
dered the closure of a 
section of the Monon 
Greenway and Midtown 
Plaza due to overcrowding, 
which hinders compliance 
with social distancing re-
strictions in place during 

COVID-19 quarantine. 
Indiana Code Section 10-
14-3-29 allows the mayor 
to take actions such as this 
during emergency situa-
tions.

The portion of the trail 
between Gradle Drive to 
the south and Main Street 
to the north will be closed 
until further notice. Seating 
and equipment are being 
removed from Midtown 
Plaza to further deter peo-
ple from gathering there.

Carmel

The REPORTER
The Center for the Per-

forming Arts is extending its 
previously announced sus-
pension of all performances 
and other events on its cam-
pus through May 11.

The cancellations in-
clude performances by 
Actors Theatre of Indiana, 
Carmel Symphony Orches-
tra, Central Indiana Dance 
Ensemble, Civic Theatre, 
Gregory Hancock Dance 
Theatre and Indiana Wind 

Symphony, as well as edu-
cation events, rental events 
and Center Presents perfor-
mances.

All ticketholders will be 
contacted and provided re-
funds or the option to donate 
the purchase amount to the 
presenting organization to 
help defray costs associated 
with the cancellations. The 
Center will work to resched-
ule the canceled events as 
feasible.

The Box Office and the 

Great American Songbook 
Exhibit Gallery at the Pal-
ladium will be closed to 
the public through May 11, 
but ticket sales for events 
not affected by the suspen-
sion will continue online 
at TheCenterPresents.org 
or by phone at (317) 843-
3800.

Patrons with questions or 
concerns may contact the Pa-
tron Services department at 
(317) 843-3800 or tickets@
TheCenterPresents.org.

Center for Performing Arts extends
cancellations through May 11

Monon Community Center closes
The REPORTER

The Monon Commu-
nity Center is closed until 
further notice. 

The closure includes all 
Monon Community Cen-
ter amenities: Fitness cen-

ter, indoor aquatics, gym-
nasium, KidZone, indoor 
track, group fitness classes, 
personal training and pri-
vate lessons. The closure 
will be assessed on a daily 
basis based on recommen-

dations from public health 
officials.

For the most up-to-date 
information, please visit 
carmelclayparks.com/
coronavirus-informa-
tion. 

Brainard closes playgrounds, 
tennis courts, basketball courts, 
golf courses, along with Monon 
Greenway and Midtown Plaza

Dear Patrons:
CCP is closely following 

all protocols related to con-
tainment and prevention of 
COVID-19, and taking ev-
ery step necessary to ensure 
the safety of our audiences, 
performers and crew. The 
following is an update on 
CCP performances, which 
can change at any time. If 
so, we will continue to up-
date you, our loyal patrons.

The remaining two 
shows of our 2019-20 sea-
son will be delayed as fol-
lows:

The Last Five Years, 
which had been scheduled 
to run from April 24 to May 
10, will shift forward to July 
17-26, assuming rehearsals 
can start up again by May/
June, for performances at 
The Cat.

We will officially start 

our 2020-21 season in De-
cember, and will announce 
the full season at our An-
nual Membership meeting, 
which is normally held in 
May. 

* * *
Click here to make a 

tax-deductible donation to 
Carmel Community Play-
ers. For more information, 
call (317) 815-9387 or visit 
carmelplayers.org.

Carmel Community Players reschedules 
final two shows of this year’s season

The REPORTER
During this time of extra 

caution due to COVID-19, 
Community First Bank 
(CFB) of Indiana remains 
committed to the health and 
well-being of its customers, 
employees, and surround-
ing communities.

All CFB branches have 
temporarily closed the lob-
bies to walk-in traffic. The 
Pebble Village branch in 
Noblesville will remain 
fully staffed and able to as-
sist customers.

Banking will still be 
carried out via four drive-

up locations, six 24/7 
ATMs, online banking, 
mobile app, night deposito-
ry, and in-person appoint-
ments by request (includ-
ing new account openings, 
loan appointments, etc.).

Please call (765) 236-
0600 with any questions.

The REPORTER
The NHS Alumni Board 

has made the decision to 
cancel the 2020 NHS Alum-
ni Banquet.

All reservation checks 
received will be returned as 
soon as possible. 

The organization is 
still taking donations for 

the scholarship fund and/
or general fund. Goldstar 
donations of $250 or more 
and in memory donations to 
help with scholarships for 
those graduating seniors for 
next year will still be accept-
ed. All names will be posted 
in the 2021 newsletter.

Those donations can 

be sent in a separate check 
to NHS Alumni, P.O. 
Box 818, Noblesville, IN 
46061. Please include a 
note with your check to 
let the NHS Alumni Board 
know what your donation 
should be used for so your 
name can be added to the 
2021 newsletter.

NHS Alumni Banquet canceled

Upcoming Noblestories presentation canceled
The REPORTER

The Noblestories pre-
sentation, sponsored by the 
Noblesville Preservation 
Alliance (NPA) and sched-
uled for March 29 at Preser-

vation Hall in Noblesville, 
has been postponed until 
further notice in recogni-
tion of the potential dangers 
posed by the coronavirus.

NPA will reschedule at 

a future date once the scope 
of the outbreak has been de-
termined and public health 
officials are assured that 
public gatherings are safe 
again.

Noblesville

Community First Bank limits lobby 
traffic, remains open for business

Noblesville cancels three upcoming meetings
The City of Noblesville has canceled three upcoming meetings:
• Council Roads Committee, originally scheduled for April 3, 2020
• Tree Board, originally scheduled for April 6, 2020
• Plan Commission, originally scheduled for April 20, 2020

PrimeLife temporarily closes doors
The REPORTER

Due to the growing se-
rious health threat of the 
coronavirus, PrimeLife 
Enrichment has temporar-
ily closed its Center, locat-
ed at 1078 Third Ave. SW 
in Carmel, effective imme-

diately. 
The facility will remain 

closed at least until April 6 
and potentially longer.

Handy also announced 
that the Central Indiana 
Council on Aging (CI-
COA) will deliver lunches 

to those in need. She en-
couraged PrimeLife En-
richment members to con-
tact CICOA for additional 
information.

Visit primelifeenrich-
ment.org for more infor-
mation.  

Hamilton North Public Library closes branches
The Hamilton North Public Library is closed to the public until April 16.

Countywide

Janus postpones fundraising breakfast
The REPORTER

Janus is committed to 
the safety and well-being 
of all staff and clients and 
is strictly following guid-
ance and recommendations 
set out by local authorities 
and the Center for Disease 

Control and Prevention.
Janus has decided to 

move the Create, Connect 
and Commit Fundraising 
Breakfast from Friday, 
April 24 to Friday, Aug. 
14. The breakfast will be 
held from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 

at the 502 East Event Cen-
ter in Carmel.

Please plan to attend 
the breakfast on Aug. 14. 
Feel free to RSVP to Pat-
ty Steffen at psteffen@
janus-inc.org prior to July 
24.

The REPORTER
Riverview Health has 

closed all but three primary 
care offices and limit hours 
for orthopedics offices.

The three primary care 
offices that will remain 
open include Noblesville 
Family Medicine, Sheridan 

Family Medicine and Ha-
zel Dell Family Care. The 
open orthopedics offices 
will be Riverview Health 
Orthopedics & Sports 
Medicine – Carmel and 
Riverview Health Ortho-
pedics & Sports Medicine 
– Westfield.

Patients needing to 
schedule an appointment, 
refill a prescription or oth-
erwise consult with their 
provider should call their 
physician’s office.

No walk-ins will be al-
lowed at any of the open 
offices.

Riverview Health closes physician 
offices, limiting orthopedic hours

To Our Community,
Over the past week Pre-

vail staff have continued to 
provide limited staffing in 
the office, while meeting 
most of the needs of our 
clients by phone. With the 
Governor’s announcement 
requiring us all to stay 
home, we will be closing 
the office and asking all 
employees to work from 

home. If you are in need 
of Prevail services, please 
call us! Our community is 
very important to us and 
we will continue to serve 
those who need us.

Our business line, 317-
773-6942, will be avail-
able for voicemail mes-
sages that will be checked 
throughout the day (with 
an option to press 1 to be 

forwarded to the crisis 
line) and our crisis line, 
317-776-3472, will be 
answered live during this 
time.

We look forward to 
continuing to support those 
who need our services in 
new and creative ways!

* * *
For more information, 

visit prevailinc.org.

Prevail providing services
despite temporary closure

Hamilton County Parks
closes playgrounds

Parks, public restrooms remain open
The REPORTER

For the health and 
well-being of the commu-
nity, playgrounds in all 
Hamilton County Parks 
and Recreation Parks are 
now closed until further 
notice.

Parks and restrooms 
will remain open, and in-
creased cleaning and sanita-
tion measures are being tak-
en multiple times every day.

A list of precautions 
provided by the CDC can be 
viewed online at this link.

The Cool Creek Na-
ture Center located in Cool 
Creek Park, and the Taylor 
Center of Natural History 
and Koteewi Range Sport 
and Target Archery Cen-
ter, both located in Straw-
town Koteewi Park, remain 
closed until further notice.

Additionally, as a pre-

cautionary measure, all 
park programs, events and 
facility rentals are suspend-
ed through April 15.

To receive ongoing 
updates regarding HCPR 
park operations, the public 
is encouraged to visit the 
Hamilton County Parks and 
Recreation Facebook page 
or call the HCPR Adminis-
trative Office at (317) 770-
4400.

Comprehensive Plan Update meeting postponed
The Hamilton County Plan Commission Comprehensive Plan Update public hearing 

scheduled for White River Township on April 16, 2020 has been postponed.  A new date 
will be announced when officials have decided the coronavirus is no longer a threat.

Atlanta Town Council closes public places
At the Atlanta Town Council meeting on Friday, March 27, the following closures 

were announced and will remain in effect until further notice:
• Town Hall
• Community Center
• Playground at the park, but not the park itself
The Easter Egg Hunt has also been postponed until further notice.
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By RICHIE HALL
Figure skating has been a part of Oliv-

ia Stone’s life for a decade.
The Noblesville High School sopho-

more first took to the ice when she was 
6 after participating in a public skate 
session. Now at 16, Stone is a veteran of 
over 40 competitions. 

“Ever since I can remember, I skate 
six days per week,” said Stone. “There is 
no off season in figure skating. Summer 
time is actually training time and the be-
ginning of the competition season.”

Soon after Stone made her first step 
on the ice, her parents signed her up for 
Learn To Skate lessons. That led to pri-
vate coaching and competitions.

“I was 10 years old at my first compe-
tition at The Forum at Fishers now known 
as the Fuel Tank at Fishers,” said Stone. 
The Fuel Tank has become a familiar 
place for her, as it is her home rink. 

Stone has worked her way up the 
skating ladder over the years, currently 
competing in the discipline and level of 
Ladies Novice Free Skate. She explained 
that there are eight levels of figure skat-
ing, and competing at a certain level re-
quires passing a Moves in the Field Test 
and a Freestyle test performed in front of 
specifically qualified judges.

“Each level takes at least a year to 
pass, and often much longer depending 
on your goals,” said Stone.

The levels are, in order:
1. Pre-Preliminary
2. Preliminary
3. Pre-Juvenile
4. Juvenile (must be younger than 13)
5. Intermediate (must be younger 

than 18)
6. Novice
7. Junior
8. Senior
The Juvenile level is the first quali-

fying level, where a skater can start to 
qualify for sectional and national com-
petitions. A skater must be at the Senior 
level to compete for national titles and 
the Olympics. Stone is currently at the 
Novice level.

“To attain the Senior Level can take 
some skaters well over a decade of in-
tense daily training,” said Stone. “And 
that's assuming all of the important tools 
necessary fall into place, such as: Coach-
ing, funds needed, balancing school and 
NO injuries.

“I have found that once you reach 
the Novice Level, competition is fierce,” 
said Stone. “All the girls have trained 
their entire lives. Everyone is elite and 
tough. It's kind of a pivotal point where 
you have to decide that you are willing 
to continue the sacrifice needed to keep 
competing. The amount of athleticism 
now required in this sport has morphed 
over the years and even this level is ex-
treme with girls needing to perform dou-
ble axels and triple jumps; and the top 
national competitors are attempting qua-
druple jumps.”

“The number of years spent train-
ing to reach the national level can last a 
lifetime and even then only a very small 
percentage of skaters will ever make it 
to Nationals,” said Stone. “Now there 
are many disciplines in figure skating 
in which those who do not take the sin-
gle skating competitive route may find 

another way to get to Nationals. There 
is dance, pairs, theater on ice, national 
showcase and synchro.”

Stone takes part in local competitions 
in Indiana and Ohio to prepare for the 
Regionals, which take place in October. 
She also competes in the Skate Detroit 
event in July. There are nine regions 
across the United States, with the top 
four girls in each Regional competition 
advancing to one of the three Sectionals. 
After that, the top four skaters from each 
section advance to the Nationals.

“It’s tough,” said Stone, who noted 
that a skater may be competing against 
30 to 50 other girls.

“I have been fortunate enough to al-
ways do pretty well at Regionals, quali-
fying for the final round,” said Stone. “I 
have yet to make it to Sectionals and that 
continues to be a major goal of mine.”

Stone has won various competitions 
throughout her career, including two in 
2018: The Ladies Intermediate Indiana 

State Champion and the Ladies Inter-
mediate Combined Winner Kathy Slack 
Troy Summer Competition. 

“I did recently pass my Senior Moves 
in the Field Test which makes me a gold 
medalist,” said Stone. “After two more 
leveled freestyle tests I will officially 
make it to the final Senior level.”

Stone names three skaters as her 
favorite, starting with Russian Alena 
Kostornaia, the recent European cham-
pion and a fellow 16-year-old. Anoth-
er favorite is another Russian, Evgenia 
Medvedeva, who was a silver medalist at 
the 2018 Pyeongchang Olympics in the 
Team and Singles events. Stone’s third 
favorite is Japan’s Yuzuru Hanyu, who 
has won the last two gold medals (2014 
and 2018) in the men’s singles event.

“I enjoy combining the athleticism 
and artistry of the sport,” said Stone. “I 
often think it's a metaphor for life. When 
you fall down, you pick yourself back up 
and try again.”

Stone said that NHS “has been so 
supportive” of her training schedule, and 
she skates every day before and after 
school if the ice schedule allows.

“I'm fortunate to have my home rink, 
The Fuel Tank at Fishers so close to me 
as I am competing against a nation of 
girls, most of whom are home schooled, 
so I have to be diligent in getting every 
second of ice in that I can,” said Stone. 
“Daily off ice training is also an integral 
part of my training.”

Stone admits that it is difficult to bal-
ance a high school schedule with train-
ing, but she wants to “persevere and 
compete again this year.”

“My goal is to eventually make it to 
Sectionals and Nationals and if lucky 
enough, one day the Olympics,” said 
Stone.  “I have just made a coaching 
change, so I am currently in the process 
of developing and choreographing new 
programs for this season.”

Noblesville's Olivia Stone reflects on     
competition, balancing school and skating

NHS sophomore a veteran of 40 competitions...

Photo provided
Noblesville's Olivia Stone has devoted a decade to figure skating since first participating in an open skate at age 
6. Stone, a sophomore at Noblesville High School, skates six days a week and will compete in local competitions 
to prepare for the October Regionals.

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
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By NINA CRISCUOLO
WISH-TV
The move to postpone the Indianapo-

lis 500 is something Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway has never done before.

If the Indianapolis 500 has happened, 
it has always occurred in the month of 
May. The month and the race are synon-
ymous in Indiana. But this year for the 
very first time, the race will happen in 
another month and, according to India-
napolis Motor Speedway historian Don-
ald Davidson, it’s something that will go 
down in history.

“It just will be a little surreal I think 
to have Memorial Day weekend and 
no race, but more than that, when we 
come back and have the race at a totally 
different time of year, that will be very 
strange,” Davidson said.

Davidson first attended the Indy 500 
56 years ago and has since been a living 
Encyclopedia on the race.

“This is totally unprecedented. Since 
the inaugural running in 1911, it was not 

held in 1917 and 1918 because of World 
War I, and then 1942 through ’45 because 
of World War II and that’s it. And there 
was even, with weather delays which has 
happened a few times, it’s never gone lat-
er than May the 31st,” Davidson said.

The 2020 race is not canceled as it 
was during wars, but it adds a variation to 
the history books.

“I’m thinking about writers and how 
they will word something to make it ac-
curate, because it would be that other 
than for the war, every Memorial Day 
weekend since 1911, there’s an Indianap-
olis 500. Next year, you won’t be able 
to say that, you’ll have to figure another 
way to reword it,” Donaldson said.

This is not the first time a pandemic 
has affected IndyCar though. During the 
1918 flu pandemic, driver and Indy na-
tive Johnny Aitken was a victim of the vi-
rus. That was during one of the six years 
the race didn’t run due to wartime, but he 
was honored during the running of the 
Indy 500 in 1919.

IMS historian calls race    
postponement unprecedented

Two NHS swimmers 
honored by ICGSA

Two members of the Noblesville High School girls swimming team were re-
cently honored by the Indiana Coaches of Girls Sports Association for making the 
Academic All State Swimming Honorable Mention list.

Christina Mathis and Emily DeCocq were both named to the list. 

Thanks for reading The Reporter!

http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/events
https://www.kentgrahamphotos.com/index
http://primelifeenrichment.org
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