
The REPORTER
To prevent the spread of 

COVID-19 and reduce the 
potential risk of exposure to 
the county’s workforce and 
visitors, security staff at the 
Hamilton County Govern-
ment and Judicial Center 
and the Courthouse have 
implemented the following:
Historic Courthouse

The North, East, and 
South doors to the Historic 
Courthouse will be locked 
preventing entry from the 
outside. All traffic to the 
building will be directed to 
the West door. Signage has 
already been posted.

A security officer will 
be stationed inside the 
West door. Buildings and 
Grounds has set up a hand 
sanitizer station. The secu-
rity officer will direct each 
person entering the building 
to sanitize their hands be-
fore proceeding further.
Tunnel connecting the 

Judicial Center and 
Historic Courthouse

The West end door lead-
ing from the canteen area 
of the Judicial Center to 
the Courthouse will be se-
cured. This will require a 
programmed ID badge or 
key fob to access the tunnel. 

This measure is to prohib-
it the general public from 
accessing the Courthouse 
through the tunnel.

Judicial Center
At the security station in-

side the Judicial Center East 
door (public entrance), Build-

ings and Grounds has set up 
a hand sanitizer station. Se-
curity staff will direct each 
person entering the screening 
area to sanitize their hands.

Screening 
questionnaire

At each public entrance 

– East door of the Judicial 
Center and West Door of 
the Historic Courthouse – 
Security staff will ask each 
member of the public four 
simple questions. The an-
swers will help the officer 
determine if the person may 
proceed further.

HIGH: 64      LOW: 28

Today: Morning showers. Mostly cloudy. 
Temps fall to around 50 by afternoon.

Tonight: Partly cloudy and colder.
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This notice has been posted at the West entrance of the County Courthouse.

Security screenings in place
at Judicial Center, Courthouse Local newspapers 

need to be responsible 
in their reporting

Coronavirus confusion . . .

As county 
residents hunker 
down in an at-
tempt to diminish 
the spread of the 
coronavirus, lo-
cal news outlets 
scramble to be 
the first to report 
updates as they 
happen. With that 
said, being first 
doesn’t mean the informa-
tion is always correct.

I’ll explain.
On Wednesday, the 

City of Noblesville issued 
a press release announcing 
the city’s first 
confirmed case 

of COVID-19. 
The release 

quoted Mayor 
Chris Jensen say-
ing, “The City of 
Noblesville has 
been informed 
that we have the 
first confirmed 
case of Coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) 
in our community. 

We do not want residents to 
panic as health officials are 
taking the proper steps to 
ensure the case stays as iso-
lated as possible.”

Following Jensen’s 

JEFF JELLISON
Publisher’s Perspective

The REPORTER
In response to concerns 

about COVID-19, the Ham-
ilton Circuit and Superior 
Courts have declared an 
emergency operations plan 
which will change the way 
in which the courts operate.

The Indiana State De-

partment of Health, which 
is Indiana's lead agency on 
COVID-19, has the latest 
information about the vi-
rus. The best approach is 
fundamental healthy prac-
tices, such as washing your 
hands, covering your mouth 
when sneezing, staying 

home when you are ill, and 
practicing social distancing.

The Hamilton Circuit 
and Superior Courts are 
working with local emergen-
cy management and health 
departments to ensure we are 
taking the necessary steps in 
response to the virus.

Maintaining required 
court operations is import-
ant. The health and safety of 
our employees and commu-
nity are equally important. 
Therefore, the Hamilton 
Circuit and Superior Courts 

County circuit, superior courts 
declare emergency operations

Annetta Petty retiring 
from Noblesville Schools
The REPORTER

Noblesville Schools Ex-
ecutive Director of Learning 
Annetta Petty announced 
Tuesday that she will retire 
during the 2020-21 school 
year after more than 35 years 
of service to the district. No-
blesville East Middle School 
(NEMS) principal Ryan 
Rich has been named her 
successor and will begin the 
transition to his new role as 
director of secondary learn-
ing in July 2020. He will 

finish the school year with 
NEMS. 

Rich will lead middle 
school and high school cur-
riculum and instruction for 
the district, in collaboration 
with the district’s director 
of elementary learning, Dr. 
Jennifer Wheat Townsend. 

Petty, who began her 
career with Noblesville 
Schools as an English 
teacher at Noblesville High 

Carmel Mayor issues new 
orders to combat COVID-19
The REPORTER

Carmel Mayor Jim 
Brainard signed a new or-
der Wednesday declaring 
a local disaster emergency, 
prompted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Among the new 
orders are an end to unneces-
sary travel, the closure of all 
Carmel public playgrounds, 
and an advisory to local 
workout facilities to close, 
and for banks to remain 
open, but only with ATM 

and drive-thru ser-
vices.

“I realize that 
the steps we are 
taking are difficult 
for local business 
owners and resi-
dents, but we must 
act quickly and we 
must act now to 
prevent the further 
spread of this deadly virus 
that has brought much pain 
and death to China and Eu-

ropean countries 
and is threatening 
to do the same 
here in the United 
States of Ameri-
ca,” Brainard said. 
“The pain we are 
experiencing to-
day is nowhere 
near the pain we 
will most certain-

ly experience if we sit back 
and do nothing. I urge all 
Carmel residents to join me 

in fighting this virus.”
Effective 7 p.m. Wednes-

day, travel in the city of 
Carmel is only permitted 
for the following reasons: 
Medical reasons, provid-
ing care to one who you’re 
the primary caregiver for, 
mandatory work activities, 
food, groceries, medication, 
essential household goods 
and hygiene products. This 

Brainard

Governor Holcomb extends school closures through May 1
The REPORTER

Governor Eric J. Holcomb 
took additional unprecedent-
ed actions Thursday to protect 
and support Hoosiers during the 
COVID-19 outbreak by signing 
executive orders that extend the 
closure of schools, provide eco-
nomic relief and protections for 
individuals and businesses, and 
expand unemployment insurance 
benefits for those impacted by job loss.

“Every day we learn more about how 
to tackle this monster,” Holcomb said. 
“We are being thoughtful about how to 
approach every action we are taking in 
this national public health emergency and 
putting Hoosiers’ health and safety first.”

Daily COVID-19 testing capacity in In-
diana has expanded with the addition of a 
new partnership between the Indiana State 
Department of Health and Eli Lilly and 

Company, and at least one oth-
er entity has initiated testing this 
week. In the past 24 hours, about 
200 tests have been completed.

“As we increase the number 
of tests analyzed each day, no 
one should be caught off guard 
that the number of positive cas-
es will increase,” State Health 
Commissioner Dr. Kris Box 
said. “This will help us know 

where community spread is occurring in 
Indiana and help us mobilize resources in 
affected areas.”

Here is a summary of covered ac-
tions. The Executive Orders, which con-
tain additional actions, can be found at 
in.gov/gov/2384.htm.

State of Emergency Extension
• The Governor will extend the current 

state of emergency an additional 30 days 

when it expires on April 5.

K-12 schools
• All K-12 public schools will remain 

closed until May 1. Non-public schools 
are also ordered closed. This date may 
be revised to extend through the end of 

the 2019-20 school year if circumstances 
warrant.

• All state-mandated assessments will 
be canceled for the current academic year. 
The governor has contacted U.S. Secretary 

Schaibley, Cook praise Governor for taking more steps
Following Governor Holcomb’s Thursday press conference, State Reps. Donna Schaibley 

(R-Carmel) and Tony Cook (R-Cicero) lauded the governor for his decisive action.
“Governor Holcomb has taken decisive steps to help slow the spread of COVID-19,” Schaibley 

said. “By expanding unemployment benefits, providing relief to hard-working Hoosiers and busi-
nesses, and extending school closures through May 1, Indiana is activating necessary resources 
to protect the health and safety of Hoosiers. While it is difficult for us to adjust to this evolving 
situation, Hoosiers are resilient and we will continue to address this pandemic one step at a time.”

“The governor’s decision to close schools until May 1 and cancel standardized exams across 
the state is the right course of action to protect the health and wellness of our students and fami-
lies,” Cook said. “I am encouraged by the steps the state has taken to try to slow the spread and 
flatten the curve of COVID-19.”

holcomb
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Fishers suspends 
stormwater bills, 

lifts sign restrictions
The REPORTER

“In recognition of the 
difficult times 
our communi-
ty is facing, the 
City is taking the 
following actions 
to alleviate the fi-
nancial burden on 
our residents and 
businesses,” said 
Fishers Mayor 
Scott Fadness.

Suspension of all 
Fishers Stormwater 

Utility Bills
Effective immediate-

ly, all residential Fishers 
Stormwater Utility bills will 
be suspended for 60 days. 
If residents received utility 
bills via email, you may dis-
regard the bill at this time. A 
new bill will be sent when 
the City begins to bill again. 

All Fishers Sewer Utility 
bills should follow the stat-

ed due date on 
your statements.

R e s i d e n t s 
with questions or 
concerns about 
paying Fishers 
Sewer Utility bills 
should contact the 
Fishers Corona-
virus Hotline at 
(317) 595-3211.

Suspension of all 
Commercial Storm-
water Utility Bills
Effective immediate-

ly, all first quarter Fish-
ers Stormwater bills for 
commercial properties is 
suspended for 60 days. If 
you received a notifica-
tion via email, you may 

Fadness

See Bills . . . Page 2

See Petty . . . Page 3

http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
https://readthereporter.com/
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We love to work with first time home buyers 
Visit our website at BraggInsurance.com 

317-758-5828  

brian@bragginsurance.com 
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TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen 
Noblesville

E. 146th Street

14701 Tom Wood Way 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
317.853.4552

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen  
Noblesville

The Atlas Cross Sport.
What's new for 2020?

Fun to drive. Easy to cover.

I was born and raised right here in 
Noblesville. I grew up in a home without 
domestic violence or assault – it wasn’t 
something I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail of Central 
Indiana, I was shocked by the number of 
individuals who are affected by domestic 
violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail helped 
more than 4,000 clients in Hamilton 
County. (Nearly 80 percent of clients are 
women and children.) Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to discuss, so 
you don’t often hear about them. But at 
Tom Wood Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and raising 
awareness for Prevail, an organization  
that helps families in Hamilton County.  
 – Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton County families 
affected by domestic violence and 
sexual abuse, you can donate the 
following items: 

 •  Art supplies (for children to journal and 
express their emotions)

• Bottled water (8 oz. bottles, preferably) 
• Individually packaged snacks 
•  Gas cards (many women have no access 

to funds after fleeing their abuser)

Drop off items at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville,  
14701 Tom Wood Way. 

All Atlas Cross Sport models come with a touchscreen infotainment display 

with both Apple CarPlay and Android Auto integration. Navigation is optional, 

as is a reconfigurable digital gauge display and SiriusXM satellite radio. The 

Volkswagen Car-Net connectivity app allows for remote starting and analytics 

while a 4G LTE Wi-Fi hotspot allows occupants to remain connected to the 

internet with their smart devices while on the go.

·  Standard autonomous emergency braking with forward-collision warning

·  Standard blind-spot monitoring with rear cross-traffic alert

·  Available adaptive cruise control with semi-autonomous driving mode

restriction does not impact 
travel related to food deliv-
ery or the resupply of retail 
stores, pharmacies and food 
pantries.

Click here to watch the 
mayor’s video message on 
Facebook.

Here are the details:
• A “Watch” travel advi-

sory for the declared emer-
gency is in effect within the 
corporate limits of the City 
of Carmel. Under this advi-
sory, only essential travel is 
permitted and all non-essen-
tial travel should be avoided. 
This advisory does not affect 
travel in Carmel for the fol-
lowing purposes: (1) travel 
relating to medical care or 
diagnostic testing for oneself 
or another; (2) travel required 
to provide care to another for 
whom the traveler is a pri-
mary caregiver; (3) travel 
for mandatory employment 
activities; (4) travel required 
to obtain fuel, food, grocer-
ies, medication, or essential 
household goods and per-
sonal hygiene products; (5) 
travel relating to food de-
livery or to the resupply of 
retail stores, pharmacies, or 
food pantries; (6) travel for 
recreational purposes where 

the driver and passengers 
do not leave the vehicle; or, 
(7) travel by individuals en-
gaged in employment need-
ed to restore utility service or 
provide any other emergency 
public service. 

• All employers with-
in the City of Carmel are 
strongly encouraged to al-
low for teleworking arrange-
ments to the maximum ex-
tent possible to minimize the 
amount of mandatory work 
travel.

• All businesses, schools, 
government agencies, and 
other organizations located 
within the City of Carm-
el should implement their 
emergency action plans.

• All public playgrounds 
located within the City of 
Carmel shall be closed. All 
trails and multi-use paths 
shall remain open and walk-
ing or bicycling thereon, as 
well as in public parks, is 
both permitted and encour-
aged.

• All gyms and workout 
facilities located within the 
City of Carmel should offer 
only individual “one train-
er-one guest” sessions.

• All banks, credit 
unions, and investment ser-

vices located within the City 
of Carmel should offer only 
drive-up, ATM, or “one fi-
nancial advisor-one client” 
sessions.

• All hospitals and ambu-
latory surgical centers locat-
ed within the City of Carmel 
should postpone all elective 
and non-emergency surgical 
procedures in accordance 
with and subject to Governor 
Holcomb’s Executive Order 
20-04.

• All retail businesses 
located within the City of 
Carmel whose facilities have 
drive-up capabilities should 
require customers to use this 
drive-up service only. 

• All bars, restaurants, 
nightclubs and other es-
tablishments that provide 
in-dining services within the 
City of Carmel must close 
their operations to in-person 
patrons and provide drive-th-
ru, take-out, and delivery 
services only, in accordance 
with and subject to Governor 
Holcomb’s Executive Order 
20-04.

This Declaration will be 
in effect until a further dec-
laration is issued or as deter-
mined by the Mayor of the 
City of Carmel.

disregard the bill at this 
time. All Fishers Sewer 
Utility bills should follow 
the stated due date on your 
statements.

Businesses with ques-
tions or concerns about 
paying Fishers Sewer Util-
ity bills should contact the 
Fishers Coronavirus Ho-
tline at (317) 595-3211.

Code Enforcement
Effective Wednesday, 

the City of Fishers lifted 
the following UDO codes 
for businesses. This allows 
businesses to advertise ac-
cess to carryout food. The 
following Articles are not 
being applied for the du-
ration of the COVID-19 
event:   

• Outdoor Display and 
Storage Standards (Article 
6.10): exempts businesses 
from restrictions associated 
with outdoor display signs 

(feather flags, sandwich 
boards, etc.), allowing busi-
nesses to promote service 
available.     

• Temporary Signs (Sec. 
6.17.8): exempts business-
es from the permit require-
ments and standards. Per-
manent signage will still 
require permitting for in-
stallation. 

Click here for 
more information about 
COVID-19.

Bills
from Page 1

Carmel
from Page 1

www.BraggInsurance.com
http://www.prevailinc.com
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/dealership/directions.htm
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/227672740772941/videos/1363139290741170/
https://bit.ly/396GF7T
https://www.fishers.in.us/1111/COVID-19
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NoTICe To BIdderS
RFP Documents for the procurement of

dell Computers
from the Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation are available on the web 

site www.hseschools.org. (Please refer to the link near the bottom of the HSE 
home page.) This website is the official source for all documents related to this 
solicitation. Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation is not responsible for 
documents distributed through any other means.

deAdLINe For SUBMISSIoN: prior to 1:00 pm local time (EST) March 
27, 2020 

reCordING oF ProPoSerS: 2:00 pm local time (EST) March 27, 2020 
LoCATIoN:  Hamilton SE Schools Administration 
 13485 Cumberland Rd.
 Fishers, IN 46038
Vendors shall submit bids according to the Instructions, Provisions and 

Specifications stated in the RFP documents. Questions should be addressed via 
email to HSE’s Director of Infrastructure Technologies, Tom Kouns (tkouns@
hse .k12.in.us)
RL3250 3/12/2020, 3/20/2020

Notice
The Arcadia Town Council will meet in an Executive Session on Monday, 

March 23, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. located at the Arcadia Town Hall 208 W Main Street 
Arcadia, Indiana. The discussion will be on IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)6(A) With respect 
to any individual over whom the governing body has jurisdiction to receive 
information concerning the individual’s alleged misconduct.
RL3288 3/20/2020

Notice
The Arcadia Town Council will meet in a Special Meeting on Monday, March 

23, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. located at the Arcadia Town Hall 208 W Main Street 
Arcadia, Indiana to discuss two sets of quotes and to discuss several disaster 
resolutions.
RL3289 3/20/2020

Public Notices
you are cordially invited to the hamilton County Plan Commission 

Comprehensive Plan Update - township meetings
Noblesville/Wayne Townships
Thursday, March 26, 2020  POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Durbin Elementary School
18000 Durbin Road
Noblesville, IN   46060
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
White river Township
Thursday, April 16, 2020 / July 23, 2020
Walnut Grove Community Center 
25587  State Road 213
Cicero, IN   46034
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Adams Township
Thursday, June 25, 2020
Sheridan Community Center
300  East 6th Street
Sheridan,  IN   46069
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Please call our office at (317) 776-8490 if you should have any questions.
RL3140 2/24/2020, 3/2/2020, 3/9/2020

Meeting Notices
The Carmel Clay School Board will 

meet at 6 p.m. on Monday, March 23, 
2020, at the Carmel Clay Schools Educa-
tional Services Center, 5201 E. Main St., 
Carmel. The Board has limited the number 
of attendees to 50 based on recommenda-
tions by Governor Holcomb.

The Hamilton County 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
will not meet on Wednes-
day, March 25, 2020. Both 
the North District and 
South District meetings 
have been canceled.

of Education Betsy DeVos to share the 
state’s plan and also has asked the Super-
intendent of Public Instruction Dr. Jennifer 
McCormick to pursue any federal waiv-
ers needed to cancel the requirements for 
accountability, chronic absenteeism and 
state-mandated assessments.

Economy
• The state of Indiana will align with the 

federal government to delay state income 
tax payments from April 15 to July 15. The 
U.S. Treasury extended the deadline to pay 
federal income tax by 90 days.

• Penalties will be waived for 60 days 
for property tax paid after May 11. The 
state will work with counties that may ex-
perience cash flow stress because of the 
delay.

• The state will not immediately move 
forward with using $300 million in re-
serves to pay for several capital projects 
approved in the just-concluded legislative 
session and instead maintain flexibility to 
utilize the funds as needed for relief efforts 
and to maintain current services. The state 
will consider using bonding authority to 
move forward with the just-approved cap-
ital projects.

• Providers of essential utility services 
such as gas and electric, broadband, tele-
com, water and wastewater services are 
prohibited from discontinuing service to 
any customer during the public health 
emergency.

• The state’s application to the U.S. 
Small Business Administration (SBA) was 
approved on Wednesday. This program 
provides targeted, low-interest loans of up 
to $2 million to help small businesses and 
nonprofits overcome the temporary loss 
of revenue as a result of coronavirus. See 
more at SBA.gov/disaster.
 Unemployment Insurance Benefits

• The state will interpret Indiana’s un-
employment laws to the broadest extent 
possible to cover Hoosiers who are out of 
work because of COVID-19.

• Benefits will be paid to individuals 
who file their initial unemployment claims 
late.

• The Department of Workforce De-
velopment (DWD) will allow individuals 
to continue to accrue unemployment eli-
gibility if they take work leave because of 
COVID-19.

• DWD will seek federal authorization 
to provide unemployment benefits for those 
who are not otherwise eligible for unem-
ployment, such individuals who have re-
cently started a job.

• For employers, DWD will not assess 
certain experience rate penalties because 
of employees who receive unemployment 
benefits because of COVID-19.

 Housing
• No residential eviction proceedings or 

foreclosure actions may be initiated during 
the public health emergency. This does not 
relieve the individual of obligations to pay 
rent or mortgage payments.

• All public housing authorities are re-
quested to extend deadlines for housing 
assistance recipients and required docu-
mentation to show eligibility for housing 
programs.

• The Indiana Department of Financial 
Institutions and Indiana Community Hous-
ing Development Authority are required to 
work with financial institutions to identify 
tools to help promote housing stability.

Social Services
• Participants in the Healthy Indiana 

Plan (HIP) and the Children’s Health In-
surance Program are not required to make 
premium payments.

• Job search requirements are waived 
for those applying for Temporary Assis-
tance to Needy Families (TANF) benefits.

• The Family and Social Services Ad-
ministration will seek a federal waiver to 
extend renewals for existing Medicaid and 
HIP recipients.

• Telehealth services for mental health, 
substance use disorder and prescribing for 
Medicaid covered services will be expanded.

Insurance
• The commissioner of the state Depart-

ment of Insurance will request that insurers 
institute a 60-day moratorium on policy 
cancellations for non-payment of premi-
ums. This does not suspend a policyhold-
er’s obligation to make payments.

• The commissioner will ask health in-
surers to cover COVID-19 testing without 
requiring prior authorization.

• The commissioner will request that 
health insurers not increase prices or cov-
erage costs that involve medical care for 
COVID-19.

Bureau of Motor Vehicles
• To limit the number of in-branch 

transactions, late fees will be waived for 
several driver’s licenses and identification 
card renewals, vehicle registrations, titles 
and certain other transactions.

• Other operational changes in branche 
are being instituted to provide for the safety 
of employees and customers in branches, 
such as spacing between terminals and lim-
iting the number of customers in the lobby.

Veterans
• Requirements have been relaxed for 

veterans to qualify for awards from the 
Military Family Relief Fund.

• Awards in excess of $2,500 may be 
approved by the IDVA director during the 
public health emergency.

Health and Professional 
Licensing

• Mental health professionals are per-
mitted to practice via telemedicine.

• Advance Practice Registered Nurses 
are allowed to provide services in multiple 
locations.

• The state health commissioner may 
waive requirements of the nursing home 
certificate of need statute to respond to 
COVID-19 issues for long-term care facil-
ities.

More information may be found at the 
ISDH website at in.gov/coronavirus and 
the CdC website.

Governor
from Page 1

Missing my mama
The past few 

weeks have af-
fected each and 
every one of us in 
many ways. I’ve 
been continuous-
ly praying that 
this virus slows 
down, we can all 
help each other, 
and kindness and 
compassion will 
prevail.

When I heard of various 
local assisted living facili-
ties being on lockdown and 
not allowing visitors last 
week, I knew I had to act 
quickly to help my mom 
before her facility followed 
suit. I dropped everything, 
ran to her apartment, and 
made a list of items she 
would need from the gro-
cery store in the coming 
weeks. 

After returning from 
Kroger and putting every-
thing away, I knew I had to 
get back to work. But it was 
hard to move my feet to hug 
Mom goodbye. My heart 
gave a little jump of fear not 
knowing when I’d be able 
to see her next.

Before Mom moved to 
Central Indiana, I’d only 
see her once every month or 
two. We’d talk on the phone 
of course, but since she was 
up near South Bend that 
was the best I could do. 

Now that she’s only five 
minutes away, we see each 
other at least once or twice 
a week. I’ve gotten used 
to that over the past three 
years and of course, I love 
it! I never imagined that 
would have to stop for any 
reason, even temporary.

Yes, we can talk on the 
phone once again. But I 
wish we could do a video 
call so I could see that she’s 
all right. Like many elderly 

people, Mom’s 
not learned much 
about our mod-
ern technology. 
In fact, she often 
says she’s “tech-
nologically brain 
dead.” 

Thanks to 
Facebook, I’ve 
seen people com-
ing up to their 

loved ones’ windows to at 
least say hello or wish them 
a happy birthday. But I can’t 
even do that, as Mom’s win-
dows face an interior court-
yard.

I’m definitely grateful 
that her facility and others 
are taking this precaution. I 
know many of us are scared 
of losing our elderly friends 
and relative as well as oth-
ers with compromised im-
mune systems. I also know 
that this lockdown won’t be 
forever.

But this situation has 
helped me realize how 
much I was taking many 
things for granted, and I 
know I’m not alone. 

Yes, I miss my mama. 
I’m already looking for-
ward to the day when I can 
give her and so many others 
a big hug and kiss. I’m sure 
a lot of joyful tears will fall. 
I’ll hold on to that thought 
to help me keep me going in 
the weeks ahead. 

P.S. – If you don’t al-
ready know how incredible 
this local paper is, here’s a 
quick illustration. I lost ALL 
of my columns from my 
computer last week. This 
upset me because I planned 
to compile them into a book 
next year. When I shared 
my dilemma, The Reporter 
staff compiled them all and 
sent them to me in a zip file! 
THANK YOU to Jeff and 
everyone for their help.

AMY SHANKLAND
Sandwiched

COLUMNIST

Wolfies Grill asks 
community to 

“roll-up” sleeves, 
donate blood

The REPORTER
Wolfies Grill is proud to partner 

with Versiti Blood Center to hold a 
blood drive at its locations in Fish-
ers, Noblesville and Indianapolis in 
response to the recent COVID-19 
outbreak.

On Monday, Governor Holcomb 
requested all restaurants to temporar-
ily close to dine-in customers and en-
couraged healthy Hoosiers to donate 
blood in response to the nationwide 
shortage. The American Red Cross 
noted on its website that the coun-
try faces “a severe blood shortage 
due to an unprecedented number of 
blood drive cancellations during this 
coronavirus outbreak. Healthy indi-
viduals are needed to donate now to 
help patients counting on lifesaving 
blood.”

“It’s time for our community to 
step up,” said Scott Wolf, owner of 
the Central Indiana-based restaurant 
group. “With so many discouraging 
stories lately, I wanted our family, 
staff and our customers to have the 
opportunity to be a part of something 
bigger and make a difference for oth-
ers in our community.”

Helpful information:
• The blood drive will be held 

this weekend is open to the public.
• In order to adhere to the exec-

utive orders passed earlier this week, 
blood will be drawn in bloodmobiles 
stationed in the parking lot.

• Anyone who donates blood will 
be able to take 20 percent off any 
carryout order at the respective Wol-
fies location.

About Wolfies Grill
The Wolf family opened their 

first Wolfies location in 2004. Since 
then, owners Scott and Nyla Wolf 
have expanded to seven locations 
throughout Hamilton County – five 
Wolfies restaurants, the Italian House 
in Westfield, and the Broken Barrel 
in Carmel. Scott and Nyla manage 
the chain or restaurants with their 
son Alec and daughter Ansley. The 
organization has 350 employees.

Donation Locations
Saturday, March 21

1 to 5 p.m.
Wolfies Geist

11699 Fall Creek Road, Indianapolis
Sunday, March 22
12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Wolfies Noblesville
20999 Hague Road
Sunday, March 22

1 to 5 p.m.
Wolfies Fishers

7695 Crosspoint Commons

Duke Energy implements 
more measures to protect 

customers, employees
The REPORTER

Duke Energy has implement-
ed additional steps to protect its 
customers and employees in the 
six states it serves during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Duke Energy power plants, and 
electricity and natural gas delivery 
facilities, are staffed, ensuring de-
pendable service to customers.

The company has taken the fol-
lowing steps to protect its customers 
and employees:

• Duke Energy will not discon-
nect any customer’s service for 
non-payment, in order to give cus-
tomers experiencing financial hard-
ship extra time to make payments. 
The company will continue to read 
meters and send bills. Customers 
should pay what they can to avoid 
building up a large balance that will 
be harder to pay off later.

• Through a carefully planned 
process, Duke Energy has directed 
employees who are not involved 
with power generation, power de-
livery, customer service or other 
critical functions to work from 
home, where possible.

• Duke Energy technicians will 
continue to respond to power outag-
es and other emergencies.

• Company technicians will 
continue to complete service orders 
– such as new electric connections 

and requested disconnections.
• If technicians need to interact 

with customers in-person, such as in 
an emergency, they will follow the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control’s 
safety guidelines, including social 
distancing.

• Services that are not urgent or 
time-sensitive, but require in-person 
customer contact by Duke Energy 
employees, will be rescheduled. 
Duke Energy will contact customers 
to reschedule those appointments.

• Duke Energy’s customer ser-
vice team is available to serve cus-
tomers. The company will evalu-
ate any staffing impacts related to 
school and other closures, and will 
adjust accordingly.

• Customers can perform near-
ly all customer service functions 
online, through Duke Energy’s 
automated voice phone system, or 
through the company’s mobile app. 

• Visit duke energy Updates 
for complete customer information, 
including answers to frequently 
asked questions.

• Be aware of scammers, who 
continue to target customers, threat-
ening disconnection of service and 
asking for immediate payment over 
the phone. Duke Energy never asks 
for personal information over the 
phone or demands payment using 
money orders or gift cards.

are adjusting the way the courts op-
erate and are changing procedures 
in the following ways:

The Courts will continue to be 
open and hold essential emergency 
hearings during this time. This in-
cludes and is not limited to the fol-
lowing:

1. Initial hearing for in-custody 
defendants

2. Bond reviews
3. Initial hearings on CHINS 

and continued initial hearings
4. Fact findings for CHINS that 

are time sensitive
5. Protection order hearings
6. Civil commitments
7. Probate mental health hearings
8. Detention hearings for 

CHINS and juvenile delinquencies
9. Any other hearing at the dis-

cretion of the Judge
With regards to Jury Duty, in-

dividuals who have received a 
jury summons for March 18, 2020 
through May 4, 2020 should not re-
port for jury service.

All attorneys/litigants/parties to 
a case who are scheduled to come to 

court for any hearing from March 18, 
2020 through May 4, 2020 should 
consult mycase.in.gov or contact 
your attorney to receive the advice 
of counsel to verify your court date.

Indiana's e-filing system is 
working. Cases and documents may 
continue to be filed in the Hamilton 
Circuit and Superior Courts using 
the Indiana E-file system. Parties 
may continue to access information 
on their cases at mycase.in.gov or 
by contacting their attorney to re-
ceive the advice of counsel.

The Hamilton Circuit and Su-
perior Courts will continue to work 
tirelessly to make the decisions for 
the health and safety of its employ-
ees and the citizens who utilize our 
Courts daily, based on the informa-
tion available from public health 
officials and other Hamilton Coun-
ty partners and stakeholders. The 
courts will continue to update the 
public as decisions are made.

Any questions regarding jail 
operations and visitation should be 
directed to the Hamilton County 
Sheriff's Office.

statement, just a little over 
an hour later, Noblesville 
issued a second release that 
said, “There is not a con-
firmed case of COVID-19 
in the City of Noblesville 
based on updated informa-
tion.”

Emily Gaylor, Commu-
nications Director for the 
City of Noblesville, told the 
Reporter the initial informa-
tion Noblesville received 
from the Hamilton County 
Health Department was in-
correct.

Gaylor explained, 
“There are a lot of moving 
parts when someone tests 
positive for COVID-19. 
Hospitals report to the Indi-
ana Department of Health. 
The state then reports the 
information to the Hamilton 
County Health Department. 
The Health Department 
reports the information to 
the cities. That will all be 
changing. The Hamilton 
County Health Department 
will no longer inform cities 
of confirmed cases.”

The initial announce-
ment of a confirmed case of 
COVID-19 was immediate-
ly published on Facebook 
by another local newspaper. 

The same newspaper pub-
lished the incorrect infor-
mation the next day in their 
daily edition, hours after the 
city had issued a correction.

I’m not surprised the 
other local newspaper pub-
lished incorrect informa-
tion. The same news source 
published an article indicat-
ing their staff would not be 
out in the community.

People rely on local 
news. Nearly 10,000 people 
daily receive the Reporter. 
We feel it our responsibility 
to report news and updates 
correctly. 

The Reporter will cov-
er breaking news and local 
events, and if the situation 
requires, we’ll be out in 
the community. We will 
practice social distancing, 
we won’t be shaking hands 
and we won’t cover a cough 
with our sleeve and give 
you an elbow bump with the 
same arm. 

I can assure we will 
maintain our reputation of 
being Hamilton County’s 
most trusted news source by 
taking every step possible 
to confirm the information 
we publish is correct. Even 
if that means not being first.

School (NHS) in 1983, later served 
as NHS principal prior to joining the 
district leadership team in the top ac-
ademic role. 

“Annetta’s intelligence, sharp 
analysis and calm leadership have 
left a lasting impact on decades of 
students and educators,” Superin-
tendent Dr. Beth Niedermeyer said. 
“Based on her quiet, behind-the-
scenes style, many may not real-
ize how influential she has been in 
growing the academic excellence of 
Noblesville Schools.” 

Rich, who holds bachelor’s, 
master’s and educational specialist 
degrees from Ball State University, 
served as a social studies teacher, 
middle school assistant principal 
and high school assistant principal 
prior to his role leading NEMS. He 
has been with Noblesville Schools 

for over 20 years, leading the devel-
opment of innovative middle school 
programming, redesigning the dis-
trict’s teacher evaluation process 
and serving as an advisor on district 
curriculum efforts. 

“Ryan has been a transforma-
tional leader in middle school edu-
cation and we’re excited to welcome 
him to our district leadership team,” 
Niedermeyer added. “He has sub-
stantial expertise in curriculum de-
velopment and I’m confident he will 
continue to move our middle and 
high school teachers and students to 
the next level of academic achieve-
ment.”

The district will post the NEMS 
principal position immediately to 
begin the process of identifying a re-
placement for Rich. The new princi-
pal will be announced at a later date.

Responsibility
from Page 1

Courts
from Page 1

Petty
from Page 1

http://www.hseschools.org
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance
https://www.in.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.versiti.org/about-us
https://bit.ly/2UkMRUp
https://www.dukeenergyupdates.com/
http://www.mycase.in.gov/
http://www.mycase.in.gov/


4 News

The REPORTER
During this time 

of extra caution due to 
COVID-19, Community 
First Bank (CFB) of Indi-
ana remains committed to 
the health and well-being 
of its customers, employ-
ees, and surrounding com-
munities.

Effective 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, all CFB 
branches will temporarily 
close the lobbies to walk-
in traffic. These branches 
will remain fully staffed 
and able to assist custom-
ers during normal business 
hours.

Banking will still be 

carried out via five drive-up 
locations, six 24/7 ATMs, 
online banking, mobile 
app, night depository, and 
in-person appointments 
by request (including new 
account openings, loan ap-
pointments, etc.).

Please call (765) 236-
0600 with any questions.

Coronavirus cancellations

The REPORTER
The Hamilton Coun-

ty Parks and Recreation 
(HCPR) is closing the Cool 
Creek Nature Center lo-
cated in Cool Creek Park, 
and the Taylor Center of 
Natural History and Kotee-
wi Range Sport and Target 
Archery Center, both locat-
ed in Strawtown Koteewi 
Park, until further notice.

Additionally, as a pre-
cautionary measure, all 
park programs, events and 

facility rentals are suspend-
ed through April 15. The 
duration of this action may 
be extended based on health 
risks assessed at the end of 
this defined time period. 

At this time, Hamilton 
County Parks and Recre-
ation park grounds will 
remain open and accessi-
ble to the public to enjoy 
isolated recreation, which 
will become increasingly 
important during this time. 
Maintenance services will 

continue to be provided in 
the parks. And as before, 
enhanced cleaning mea-
sures will continue to be 
taken throughout the park 
system.

To receive ongoing 
updates regarding HCPR 
park operations, the public 
is encouraged to visit the 
Hamilton County Parks and 
Recreation Facebook page 
or call the HCPR Adminis-
trative Office at (317) 770-
4400.

Hamilton County Parks
expands COVID-19 closures

PrimeLife Enrichment 
temporarily closes doors
The REPORTER

Due to the growing se-
rious health threat of the 
coronavirus, PrimeLife En-
richment has temporarily 
closed its Center, located 
at 1078 Third Ave. SW in 
Carmel, effective immedi-

ately. 
The facility will remain 

closed at least until April 6 
and potentially longer.

Handy also announced 
that the Central Indiana 
Council on Aging (CI-
COA) will deliver lunches 

to those in need. She en-
couraged PrimeLife En-
richment members to con-
tact CICOA for additional 
information.

Visit primelifeenrich-
ment.org for more infor-
mation.  

Hamilton North Public Library closes branches
The Hamilton North Public Library is closed to the public until April 16.

The REPORTER
The NHS Alumni Board 

has made the decision to 
cancel the 2020 NHS Alum-
ni Banquet.

The board apologizes 
for any inconvenience this 
has caused you, but your 
health and safety are a top 
priority. The board hopes 
for a great turn out for the 
2021 banquet to be held on 
April 24, 2021.

All reservation checks 
received, will be returned as 
soon as possible. 

The organization is 
still taking donations for 
the scholarship fund and/
or general fund. Goldstar 
donations of $250 or more 
and in memory donations 
to help with scholarships 
for those graduating se-
niors for next year will still 
be accepted. All names will 

be posted in the 2021 news-
letter.

Those donations can 
be sent in a separate check 
to NHS Alumni, P.O. 
Box 818, Noblesville, IN 
46061. Please include a 
note with your check to 
let the NHS Alumni Board 
know what your donation 
should be used for so your 
name can be added to the 
2021 newsletter.

NHS Alumni Banquet canceled

Upcoming Noblestories presentation canceled
The REPORTER

The Noblestories pre-
sentation, sponsored by the 
Noblesville Preservation 
Alliance (NPA) and sched-
uled for March 29 at Preser-

vation Hall in Noblesville, 
has been postponed until 
further notice in recogni-
tion of the potential dangers 
posed by the coronavirus.

NPA will reschedule at 

a future date once the scope 
of the outbreak has been de-
termined and public health 
officials are assured that 
public gatherings are safe 
again.

Community First Bank open house
Community First Bank’s public open house for the Noblesville Grand Opening event 

set for Wednesday, March 25 has been canceled.

Noblesville Countywide

Send your event cancellation notice to Notices@ReadTheReporter.com
Atlanta

Submitted
For the health and safe-

ty of our customers and 
friends, the layout at Mr. 
Muffin’s Trains in Atlanta 
will be closed until after 
April 1. We will reassess 
the situation and provide a 
further update at that time.

The shop will remain 
open for shipping and pick-

ups as long as the Indiana 
government allows. We 
are taking additional safe-
ty precautions, including 
more frequently disinfect-
ing public spaces, and are 
willing to accommodate 
special needs such as curb-
side pickup.

We strongly recom-
mend placing credit card 

orders via the website; you 
can still pick up the order 
by clicking the "Pickup in 
Store" button in the shop-
ping cart. We'll pull the 
product and notify you 
when it's ready to pick up.

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please 
call (765) 292-2022 or visit 
MrMuffinsTrains.com.

Mr. Muffin’s closes train 
layout display to public

The REPORTER
Canadian indie-pop 

band Walk Off The Earth 
has set a new date for its 
debut at the Center for the 
Performing Arts – Aug. 9.

WOTE’s previously 
scheduled April 17 date 
was among the Center 
Presents performances can-
celed this week in response 
to new public health guide-
lines on COVID-19. But 
the group, known for its vo-
cal harmonies, gymnastic 

musicianship and whimsi-
cal videos, is rescheduling 
the U.S. tour in support of 
its new album, HERE WE 
GO!

The local performance 
is now set for 8 p.m. Sun-
day, Aug. 9, at the Palladi-
um, 1 Center Green, Car-
mel. Tickets purchased for 
the previous date will be 
honored, and ticket sales 
have resumed at TheCen-
terPresents.org.

The band shared the 

news with its fans – “wo-
telings” – via social media.

“In light of the ongo-
ing public health concerns, 
we’ve decided to move our 
upcoming Here We Go US 
leg to August,” they posted. 
“We love and value each 
and every one of you, and 
your safety and well-being 
is of the utmost importance 
to us … We look forward 
to being back on the road 
soon and seeing you all this 
summer!”

Carmel

The REPORTER
The Center for the Per-

forming Arts is extending its 
previously announced sus-
pension of all performances 
and other events on its cam-
pus through May 11.

The cancellations include 
performances by Actors 
Theatre of Indiana, Carmel 
Symphony Orchestra, Cen-
tral Indiana Dance Ensem-
ble, Civic Theatre, Gregory 
Hancock Dance Theatre and 
Indiana Wind Symphony, 
as well as education events, 
rental events and Center 

Presents performances.
All ticketholders will be 

contacted and provided re-
funds or the option to donate 
the purchase amount to the 
presenting organization to 
help defray costs associated 
with the cancellations. The 
Center will work to resched-
ule the canceled events as 
feasible.

The Center will contin-
ue to follow the guidance 
of public safety officials and 
will reassess the suspension 
as needed.

The Center’s offices will 

remain in operation during 
standard business hours. The 
Box Office and the Great 
American Songbook Exhib-
it Gallery at the Palladium 
will be closed to the public 
through May 11, but ticket 
sales for events not affected 
by the suspension will con-
tinue online at TheCenter-
Presents.org or by phone at 
(317) 843-3800.

Patrons with questions or 
concerns may contact the Pa-
tron Services department at 
(317) 843-3800 or tickets@
TheCenterPresents.org.

Center for Performing Arts extends
cancellations through May 11

Monon Community Center closes
The REPORTER

The Monon Community 
Center is closed until further 
notice. 

The closure includes all 
Monon Community Center 
amenities: Fitness center, in-
door aquatics, gymnasium, 
KidZone, indoor track, group 
fitness classes, personal 
training and private lessons. 
The closure will be assessed 
on a daily basis based on rec-
ommendations from public 
health officials.

For the most up-to-date 
information, please visit car-
melclayparks.com/corona-

virus-information. 
Please note that Carmel 

city parks remain open, and 
everyone is encouraged to 
stay active and spend time 
outdoors if possible while 
continuing to practice safety 
measures, social distancing 
and protocols recommended 
by the CDC.

While the Monon Com-
munity Center will re-open 
as soon as conditions war-
rant, the following are can-
celed through April 10, at 
which time cancelations will 
be reassessed and impacted 
parties will be notified: Rec-

reation programming, aquat-
ic programs, swim lessons, 
rentals, volunteer events and 
organized events (Hamilton 
County Homeschool Hoopla, 
Summer Hiring Event, Barri-
er-Free Theatre Performance, 
Swim Meet).

In accordance with Car-
mel Clay Schools, the before- 
and after-school program 
Extended School Enrichment 
is also closed through April 
10, including School’s Out 
Spring Break Camp.

During the closure, 
CCPR will continue to pay 
full- and part-time staff.

Walk Off The Earth rescheduled 
for August 9 at the Palladium

Janus postpones
fundraising breakfast
The REPORTER

Janus Developmental 
Services has been work-
ing in conjunction with the 
county health department 
and the state to plan dili-
gently for COVID-19 pro-
tocols. Janus is committed 
to the safety and well-being 
of all staff and clients and is 
strictly following guidance 
and recommendations set 

out by local authorities and 
the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

With that in mind, Janus 
has decided to move the 
Create, Connect and Com-
mit Fundraising Breakfast 
from Friday, April 24 to Fri-
day, Aug. 14. The breakfast 
will be held from 7:30 to 
8:30 a.m. The location and 
time of the Aug. 14 break-

fast will be the same as the 
April breakfast, which was 
at the 502 East Event Center 
in Carmel.

Please plan to attend the 
breakfast on Aug. 14. Feel 
free to RSVP to Patty Stef-
fen at psteffen@janus-inc.
org prior to July 24.

Thank you for your un-
derstanding and support of 
Janus.

Lobby closed at Fishers Police Department Headquarters
The Fishers Police Department has closed the lobby of its headquarters. Please call (317) 

595-3300 to speak to Records staff and (317) 773-1282 to speak with a Fishers police officer.

HSE School Board meeting canceled
The Hamilton Southeastern school board has canceled its March 25 meeting.

Fishers

IKEA closing stores
IKEA announced Wednesday that all stores will close “temporarily,” including the 

facility in Fishers. Home delivery will continue. Pickup service will continue, and the 
Fishers store will be handling pickup services.

The company gave no indication how long the shutdown of stores will last.

Fishers GOP Club cancels Meet & Greet
The Fishers GOP Club has canceled its Meet & Greet scheduled for April 9 at the 

Delaware Township Community Center.

The REPORTER
The Westfield Lions 

Poker for Sight Texas Hold 
‘Em Poker tournament, 
originally scheduled for 
April 17 and 18, will be 
postponed until Friday and 
Saturday, June 12 and 13.

The Lions Poker for 
Sight tournaments are the 
largest fund raisers for the 
Westfield group. They are a 

vital part of the club’s phil-
anthropic endeavors every 
year.

The drawing for the 
winner of the Zac Brown 
Band Concert VIP tickets 
will also be moved to the 
night of June 13 at the fi-
nal round of the Poker for 
Sight Tournament.

For more information 
or to register for Lions 

Poker for Sight go to lions- 
poker.org.

For more information 
on the Westfield Lions 
Club go to westfieldlions.
org.

The Westfield Lions 
Club will keep everyone 
posted on additional devel-
opments as time gets clos-
er. Thank you all for your 
support.

Westfield Lions Club postpones 
Poker for Sight tournament

The REPORTER
The Westfield Chamber of Commerce 

has released notices of the following can-
cellations:

• "Shark Tank" Luncheon: This 
event has been postponed until further no-
tice.

• Westfield young Professionals: At 

this time all events are TBD. The next meet 
up is scheduled for April 2.

• Coffee with the Chamber: At this 
time all events are TBD. The next coffee is 
scheduled for April 14.

The Chamber will announce updates 
and changes as they occur. For more infor-
mation, visit westfield-chamber.org.

Westfield Chamber cancels three events

Westfield

Westfield GOP Club postpones Congressional debate
The Westfield GOP Club has postponed the 5th District Congressional Debate. The 

Club’s goal is to reschedule the debate for sometime in April. Updates will be provided.

Community First closes
lobby at Westfield branch
The REPORTER

During this time 
of extra caution due to 
COVID-19, Community 
First Bank (CFB) of Indi-
ana remains committed to 
the health and well-being 
of its customers, employ-
ees, and surrounding com-
munities.

Effective 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, all CFB 
branches will temporarily 
close the lobbies to walk-
in traffic. These branches 
will remain fully staffed 
and able to assist custom-
ers during normal business 
hours.

Banking will still be 

carried out via five drive-up 
locations, six 24/7 ATMs, 
online banking, mobile 
app, night depository, and 
in-person appointments 
by request (including new 
account openings, loan ap-
pointments, etc.).

Please call (765) 236-
0600 with any questions.

Community First Bank closes
lobby at Noblesville branch

Hamilton County BZA meetings canceled
The Hamilton County Board of Zoning Appeals will not meet on Wednesday, March 

25, 2020. Both the North District and South District meetings have been canceled.

Thanks for reading The Reporter!
Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

We are always appreciative of your business and the fact that you allow us to come into your homes and even more so during these challenging 
times amid the Covid19 virus situation.

We have been diligent about sanitizing each of our locations. Fortunately, the size of our stores does allow for the adequate social distancing now 
being called for.

If you have purchased furniture from us recently – we are still out making deliveries. Our delivery crews will have disinfectant wipes for their safety, 
as well as the safety of others. 

If you have been thinking about a project now would be a great time to get started on something. As long as you’re spending a great length of time 
at home right now, you may as well make it safe and comfortable. 

Our sales staff is very experienced. They can help you over the phone or via text or the chat feature found in the lower right corner of our website. 
When you do want to come in and try some things out, we will be here! Check out our website for more information and to take a peek at some of 
the products that we offer.

Spring is arriving and we’re staying positive and uplifted during this difficult time…..We are open, how can we help you? 

Sincerely, 
Jeff Godby

Noblesville / Fishers
146th St & SR 37

Noblesville, IN 46060
317-214-4321                                            

INTERSECTION of 146th St & HWY 37

Carmel
136th St & N Meridian

 Carmel, IN 46032
317-566-8720                                                   

ACROSS FROM ST. VINCENT’S CARMEL

Avon
Rockville Rd & Dan Jones

Avon, IN 46123
317-272-4581                                            

BEHIND THE BP® GAS STATION

Godby Discount Store
130 Logan Street

Noblesville, IN 46060
317-565.2211                                            

ACROSS FROM FEDERAL HILL COMMONSFamily Owned Since 1974

STAY HOME  -   STAY SAFE   -   STAY HEALTHY
LET US KNOW IF WE CAN MAKE IT MORE COMFORTABLE!    

www.godbyhomefurnishings.com

https://www.facebook.com/myhcpr/
http://www.primelifeenrichment.org/
http://www.primelifeenrichment.org/
mailto:Notices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
https://mrmuffinstrains.com/
https://mrmuffinstrains.com/
http://www.thecenterpresents.org/
http://www.thecenterpresents.org/
mailto:tickets%40TheCenterPresents.org?subject=
mailto:tickets%40TheCenterPresents.org?subject=
http://www.carmelclayparks.com/coronavirus-information
http://www.carmelclayparks.com/coronavirus-information
http://www.carmelclayparks.com/coronavirus-information
mailto:psteffen%40janus-inc.org?subject=
mailto:psteffen%40janus-inc.org?subject=
http://lionspoker.org/
http://lionspoker.org/
http://westfieldlions.org/
http://westfieldlions.org/
https://www.westfield-chamber.org/
https://readthereporter.com
http://godbyfurniture.com
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TODAY’S BIBLE READING
Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the 
wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto 
Moses, that he should make it according to the 
fashion that he had seen. Which also our fathers 
that came after brought in with Jesus into the 
possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out 
before the face of our fathers, unto the days of 
David; Who found favour before God, and desired 
to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob. But 
Solomon built him an house.

Acts 7:44-47 (KJV)

Speak to     
     Deak.com

Call Peggy 317-439-3258 or Jen 317-695-6032
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Peggy

Jennifer
REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY, INC.REALTORS

THE

Cute and move in ready, 4 BR, 2 BA with finished 
basement, main level has hardwood floors.  

Kitchen w/SS appliances, fenced rear yard, many 
updates “A real Gem”. BLC# 21695622

455 North 17th Street 
Noblesville • $209,900

PENDING

Call Peggy 317-439-3258 or
Jennifer 317-695-6032

Your house  
could be here!

Many recent updates in this 2 story, 4BR, 2.5BA home, 
New carpet, fresh paint, new roof 2020. All kitchen 

appliances stay, basement, adjacent multi-acre  
common area. BLC# 21695300

18756 Mill Grove Drive  
Noblesville • $269,900 

Lovely 2 story in Hazel Dell Woods with 4 BR & 2.5 BA. 
finished basement, fresh paint, kit appliances stay,  

home on over a 1/2 acre lot and this home is  
move-in ready. BLC# 21696880

5593 South Flinchum Way 
Noblesville • $279,900

NEW PRICE PENDING Dreaming of  
a New Home?  

We can help make your  
dreams come true! 
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Kenneth L. Baker 
August 15, 1943 – March 4, 2020

Kenneth L. Baker, 76, Bluffton, Ind., passed away 
Wednesday morning, March 4, 2020, 
at Bluffton Regional Medical Center. 
He was born August 15, 1943 in Leb-
anon to Leroy Paul and Mava Gene 
(Wallace) Baker, who preceded him 
in death.

He is survived by his wife, Betty 
S. Baker, Bluffton; daughter, Julie L. 
(Joe) Smith, Bluffton; sister, Nancy 
L. Urban, Sheridan; brother, Michael 
D. (Yolanda) Baker, Scottsdale, Ariz.; 
and grandchildren, Elizabeth B. and 
Gabriel A. Smith, both of Bluffton. 

A celebration of life service has 
been postponed until a later date.

Preferred memorials are to St. Jude Children’s Hospital 
or St. Luke Church Building Fund.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the care 
of Zwick & Jahn Funeral Home in Decatur.

Photo provided
Stuck at home, riding out the COVID-19 wave? Actors Theatre of Indiana is hoping to bring a little 
fun and enjoyment, while also keeping us safe in the comfort of our homes. Join ATI at 7:30 p.m. 
on Friday night, March 20 … grab a beer and a comfortable seat in front of your favorite electronic 
device and join Actors Theatre of Indiana’s TRIO with special guest Jim Reilly for an Old Fashioned 
Irish Sing-a-long featuring Don, Judy and Cindy on vocals and “Big” Jim tickling the keyboard. It is 
sure to be a performance for the ages! Come to Actors Theatre of Indiana’s Facebook page for 
some music and fun!

Join ATI on Facebook for 
an uplifting sing-a-long
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By RICHIE HALL
The IHSAA announced on Thursday 

that the boys basketball tournament was 
officially canceled.

The tournament had been on hold 
since last week, when the regional rounds 
were indefinitely postponed. Sporting 
events across the country were being 
canceled due to the COVID-19 outbreak, 
but the IHSAA had been hopeful that 
the boys basketball tournament could be 
played.

But after Indiana Governor Eric Hol-
comb issued his directive on Thursday 
closing all schools across the state until 
May 1, it became clear that the tourna-
ment would not be finished.

“It is with great sadness and disap-
pointment that we inform Hoosiers of the 
cancellation of the remaining games of 
the 2020 IHSAA boys basketball tourna-
ment series,” said IHSAA Commission-
er Bobby Cox. “While the Association 
maintained every hope of continuance, it 
is now evident those hopes are now un-
reachable.” Cox also said that the health 
and safety “of our public remains para-
mount and our primary focus.”

Carmel was to have played in the Lo-
gansport regional, but is one of the 64 
teams across the four classes that saw 
its season come to an end with the an-
nouncement. Greyhounds coach Ryan 
Osborn said he was disappointed for his 

team, including Jackson Jannsen, Carm-
el’s only senior.

“From a big picture perspective, you 
get it,” said Osborn. “From a basketball 
perspective, it hurts.”

The IHSAA’s boys basketball tourna-
ment was first played in 1911. The tour-
nament had been contested every year 
since then through 2019 - even during the 
two World Wars, when many other sport-
ing events were put on pause.

“That’s crazy,” said Osborn. “It tells 
you what we’re dealing with right now. 
“I thought Bobby Cox and his staff did 
an amazing job trying to hang in there. 
It just got to the point where it couldn’t 
logistically work.”

So, Carmel’s season officially finish-
es with an 18-7 record. The Greyhounds 
won their sixth consecutive sectional 
championship before the tournament was 
postponed-then-canceled, with Osborn 
noting that his team was young and inex-
perienced at the start of the year.

“Our message all year was just get 
better,” said Osborn. He said the team 
wanted to be playing its best in March, 
and he felt Carmel did that.

“And to get to this point and to see it 
all end abruptly is kind of a whirlwind,” 
said Osborn. “It’s hard to digest, I guess. 
Big picture, I get it. For the boys, you feel 
for them.”

IHSAA cancels boys basketball tournament

Kent Graham/File photo
Carmel senior Jackson Jannsen helped the Greyhounds to a sectional 
championship two weeks ago. Carmel was to play in the Logansport 
regional, but the tournament was canceled due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

By RICHIE HALL
Tony Oilar only had one job interview in his entire 

professional career.
It was back in the spring of 1976, when he inter-

viewed for a social studies teacher position at Nobles-
ville Junior High School. He was hired and that would 
be the beginning of a 44-year career in Noblesville 
Schools.

Oilar is retiring at the end of the school year. He 
came to Noblesville as a small-town kid from Frontier 
High School who had just graduated from Ball State 
University. Oilar spent his entire career as a Nobles-
ville Miller, where he became a well-respected teacher, 
coach and administrator.

“I really don’t know what I would have done if I 
had not been hired by Noblesville,” said Oilar. He was 
friends with Noblesville High School graduate Dan 
Deirdorff, whom he asked how to get to Noblesville 
from Muncie. Once he got to Noblesville and checked 
it out, he thought it was “huge,” since there was a Jim 
Dandy and McDonald’s there.

 “Considering where I came from, I had hit the big 
time,” said Oilar.

Oilar was hired by then-Noblesville Junior High 
principal Jack Ford, who grew up about 10 miles from 
where Oilar grew up – “so that didn’t hurt my chances,” 
he said. At the time, Hall of Famer Dave Nicholson was 
the NHS varsity boys basketball coach. 

“I played against his Benton Central teams as a ju-
nior and a senior so he was somewhat familiar with 
me,” said Oilar. “That probably didn't hurt my chances 
either.”

Oilar taught social studies at Noblesville Junior High 
and Noblesville Middle School for 30 years, serving as 
the department chair the last 10 years he was there. He 
taught eighth-grade American History “and loved every 
second of it,” he said. 

Oilar made news in 1984 when he won second place 
in that year’s Olin W. Davis Awards “for developing 
outstanding curriculum units on economics,” accord-
ing to a Noblesville Ledger article from Aug. 13, 1984. 
Oliar’s project was “Economics and the Western Move-
ment.” The next year, he received a master’s degree 
from IUPUI.

In addition to teaching, Oilar also began his coach-

ing career in 1976, as the seventh-grade boys basket-
ball assistant coach. It was the beginning of a 24-year 
coaching career, as he became the seventh-grade head 
coach, the freshman head coach, the junior varsity head 
coach and the eighth-grade head coach.

Oilar remembers the fun he and his teams had win-
ning two Hamilton County boys basketball freshman 
tournaments, and six eighth-grade county boys bas-
ketball tournaments. “I also coached three undefeated 
teams,” he said. “Those teams were loaded with talent. 
I had great kids who came from great families.”

His best memory involves an eighth-grade team: 
His son Brian scored with six seconds left to give the 
Millers a two-point win over Fishers in the champion-
ship game of the county tournament. “What a moment,” 

said Oilar.
Oilar was part of legendary basketball coach Dave 

Nicholson’s staff during the 1980’s, which he called one 
of his best memories.

“We had very talented players,” said Oilar. “The 
atmosphere at the games in the ‘old’ high school gym 
was just unbelievable. When the pep band played ‘Mill-
er Time’ prior to the opening tip it was the best atmo-
sphere in the state. Being a small part of the 1984 unde-
feated boys basketball team was something I will never 
forget. We also had great teams after 1984.”

“I coached many great basketball players such as 
Scott Haffner, Tom Coverdale, Larry Simmons, Scott 
Fleming, Chris Hartley, John Karaffa, Rob Cutter, Mark 
Roberts and many others,” said Oilar. “I also coached 
a kid by the name of Kevin Pritchard.  He was on my 
seventh-grade team in 1980-81.  He moved after that 
year to Oklahoma and was the two-time Mr. Basketball 
in Oklahoma and won a National Championship play-
ing for Larry Brown at Kansas. That is the same Kevin 
Pritchard who is the President of Basketball Operations 
for the Indiana Pacers today. I sure wish he had stayed 
a Miller. Dave Nicholson always said I was the one that 
ran him away.”

Oilar also coached baseball, mentoring eight-grade 
and junior varsity teams, and also serving as the varsity 
assistant baseball coach. He has some great memories 
of Millers baseball as well, including one from 1985, 
when he was on the coaching staff. Noblesville upset 
what Oilar called “an outstanding Carmel team” in the 
sectional championship game. The Millers won 3-2 in 
a game delayed several times by lightning; the victory 
ended a seven-year sectional drought for Noblesville.

The 1985 season also included an unforgettable win 
by the Millers over Sheridan. The score was tied and the 
Blackhawks had the bases loaded in the bottom of the 
seventh inning. Oilar tells what happened next.

“There were a couple Sheridan fans starting to get 
all over Coach Ron Fleming because it looked like for 
sure the Millers would lose,” said Oilar. “I was so upset 
I was looking for my keys in the dugout. We brought the 
outfield way in...there were no outs.  I remember a fan 
yelling at Fleming asking if he was crazy.  

Tony Oilar reflects on 44-year career
Will retire at the end of the school year...

Photo provided
Tony Oilar announced his retirement from 
Noblesville chools after a 44-year teaching, 
coaching and administrative career.

See Oilar . . . Page 7

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
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Wrestlers are known for their tough-
ness and intensity, but something that 
might get overlooked is their intelligence.

The Indiana High School Wrestling 
Coaches Association is more than happy 
to put that in the spotlight. The IHSWCA 
recently released its Senior and Junior 
Academic All-State team, and the list of 
athletes on those teams is a long one. A 
total of 146 student-athletes made the Se-
nior Academic All-State First Team, with 
another 175 wrestlers earning Honorable 
Mention.

The Junior Academic All-State First 
Team is just as long, with 113 wrestlers 
on the list. Another 155 received Honor-
able Mention.

A wrestler must have a grade-point 
average of at least 3.75 to make First 
Team, while those with GPAs between 
from 3.25 to 3.74 are placed on the Hon-
orable Mention list. Seventy-two seniors 
and 50 juniors had GPAs of 4.00 or better.

Hamilton County wrestlers are 
well-represented on both the senior and 

junior lists, with 39 total wrestlers receiv-
ing on the First Team or Honorable Men-
tion lists. Carmel had 16 wrestlers place 
across the four lists. Hamilton Heights 
and Hamilton Southeastern both had six 
wrestlers on the lists, followed by West-
field and Guerin Catholic with four each 
and Noblesville with three.

Here is a list of county wrestlers 
named to the IHSWCA Academic First 
Team and Honorable Mention, along 
with each of their grade-point averages:

SENIORS
First team
Suhas Chundi, Carmel, 4.50
Carson Eldred, Westfield, 4.40
Laurel Williams, Carmel, 4.39
Andrew Irick, Hamilton Southeastern, 
4.26
Samuel Crousore, Hamilton South-
eastern, 4.24
Garrett Sharp, Carmel, 4.16
Luke Stohler, Hamilton Heights, 4.15
Ethan Ward, Carmel, 3.96

Joshua Evans, Noblesville, 3.89
Reece Luhmann, Hamilton South-
eastern, 3.84
Jeffrey Dunasky, Guerin Catholic, 
3.82
Brendan Mattingly, Carmel, 3.80
Jeffrey Iles, Noblesville, 3.79
Hayden Clark, Carmel, 3.79
Ronan Hiner, Hamilton Southeastern, 
3.77
Honorable Mention
Paul Ginella, Carmel, 3.71
Joseph Langerman, Carmel, 3.67
Haakon Van Beynen, Carmel, 3.62
Jackson Mitchell, Carmel, 3.59
Joseph Fremion, Guerin Catholic, 
3.56
Gabriel Davin, Carmel, 3.48
Michael Richey, Carmel, 3.42
Sophia Pecoraro, Carmel, 3.39
Alexander Hubbard, Guerin Catholic, 
3.39
Alexander Naylor, Hamilton Heights, 
3.35
Robert Williams, Hamilton Heights, 

3.33
Jonathan Williams, Carmel, 3.32
Chloe Etgen, Carmel, 3.25

JUNIORS
First Team
Jacob Lemieux, Hamilton Southeast-
ern, 4.20
Joseph Lafiosca, Guerin Catholic, 
4.15
Dakota Arvin, Westfield, 4.13
Gabriel Arvin, Westfield, 4.13
Hayley Jones, Hamilton Heights, 4.05
Ian Watson, Westfield, 4.03
Timothy Alexander, Noblesville, 3.84
Honorable Mention
Jacob Shafer, Carmel, 3.66
Cooper Mansfield, Hamilton Heights, 
3.49
Devin Dudley, Hamilton Southeast-
ern, 3.38
Devonte Henson, Hamilton Heights, 
3.37

County wrestlers named to IHSWCA        
Academic First Team, Honorable Mention

“The Sheridan hitter hit a screaming, 
sinking line drive to center fielder Brian 
Purvis who was playing very shallow. 
Brian dove, somehow caught the ball for 
out No. 1, threw to second to double up 
the runner for out No. 2 and then Scott 

Fleming threw to third base for the third 
out. The runner at third was crossing 
home. Triple play! The Millers then won 
in extra innings. When I see Ron Fleming 
today we still talk and laugh about that 
night at Sheridan.”

In 2006, Oilar transitioned to admin-
istration when he became the athletic di-
rector at Noblesville Middle School for 
five years, then served as the assistant 
athletic director at NHS for 10 years. 
Having spent his entire career at Nobles-
ville, Oilar got a front-row seat to the 
changes in Noblesville Schools and the 
city in general. 

“The biggest change I have seen since 
I came to Noblesville in the fall of 1976 
is the tremendous growth of the city,” 
said Oilar. “Regarding education, I think 
the biggest change is the expectation of 
teachers. They certainly have a lot more 
on their plate than when I started in 1976. 
I am not saying that is wrong, I am just 
saying that is the way it is.

As for athletics, Oilar doesn’t think 

much has changed.
“Kids still want to play and compete,” 

said Oilar. “The only thing that bothers 
me a little is I think sometimes the goal 
of getting the scholarship gets in the way 
of being a great teammate. This certain-
ly is not always the case, but sometimes. 
Parents haven't changed at all....they still 
want what is best for their children.”

So did Oilar, and he proved it with his 
44 years of outstanding service to No-
blesville Schools.

“I am glad I stayed at Noblesville my 
entire career,” said Oilar. “It was a great 
place to raise a family. As I step down, I 
would just like to say thank you to Mill-
er Nation. You took a kid from Frontier 
High School and you made him a Miller 
for life.”

OILAR
from Page 6
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