
By LARRY LANNAN
LarryInFishers.com

When moving to Fishers 
in 1991, I tried to learn as 
much as possible about the 
town and its elections. The 
first discovery was how few 
Democrats were candidates 
for local office. At least one 
election I recall was canceled 
because the Republicans on 
the ballot had no opponents.

Fishers in particular, and 
Hamilton County in gener-
al, have been a solidly Re-
publican area for as long as 
most people remember. But 
that is beginning to change. 
Two Democrats, Sam De-
Long and Jocelyn Vare, 
were elected to the Fishers 
City Council in last year's 
local election. This is the 
first time any Democrats 
have been elected to Fishers 
city offices and no one can 
remember any Democrat 
winning a Fishers election, 
going back to the days of 
Fishers as a town.

The Fishers GOP Club 
has been around for many 
years. I have attended a 
couple of their meetings 
when hosting Republican 
candidate forums during 
primary campaigns. The 
meetings have been mostly 
well attended.

Democrats began form-
ing their own Fishers club 
in the aftermath of the No-
vember election last year. 
According to the club's 

President Julie Chambers 
and Vice President Jocelyn 
Vare, the first few months 
have been centered on do-
ing the administrative re-
quirements such as electing 
officers and finalizing by-
laws, in tandem with the 
Hamilton County and state 
Democratic organizations.

I attended the March 
9 meeting of the Fish-
ers Democratic Club, and 
found an overflow crowd of 
38 people filling the meet-
ing room at Aurelio's Pizza. 
Club members tell me the 
group has already outgrown 
its first two meeting venues.

The club invited two 

candidates for office to 
the March 9 session. Dee 
Thornton made her case to 
those gathered as to why 
she should be the nominee 
for the 5th District Congres-
sional seat. Thornton was 
the Democrat on the 5th 
District ballot two years ago 
and is facing four challeng-
ers in this year's Democratic 
primary.

Also there to speak about 
her candidacy was Pam De-
chert. She has no primary 
opponent but will seek the 
Indiana House seat current-
ly held by Brian Bosma. 
Bosma says he will be re-
signing from his House seat 

so this will be a seat with no 
incumbent candidate.

Chambers says the main 
focus on club activities will 
be to support Democrats in 
their campaigns once the 
primary election is over.

When I first moved to 
Fishers, people openly won-
dered how many Democrats 
would be able to gather for 
any kind of meeting. The 
Fishers Democratic Club is 
proving that their political 
party can draw a local crowd 
and have a regular monthly 
meeting. Whether this club 
will have an impact on fu-
ture local elections will be 
something to watch.

The REPORTER
At the Sheridan Pub-

lic Library Board meeting 
on Monday, an agreement 
was reached between the li-
brary and Marion Township 
Trustee Mike Morgan to 
provide library services to 
students in Sheridan Com-
munity Schools (SCS) who 
reside in Marion Township 
in Boone County.

The library will make 
its system available for SCS 
students living in Marion 
Township in the same man-
ner and to the same extent 
as if they were residents or 
real property taxpayers of 
its library district by making 
use of subscription cards. 
The township will pay the 
Sheridan Public Library a 
fee of $1,000 per year.

Student cards are only 
to be used by the student. 
Additional cards may be 
purchased at the expense of 
the township resident or real 
property taxpayer. 

Upon applying for or 
renewing a student card, the 

student or parent must pro-
vide proof of enrollment at 
SCS. Report cards, Power 
School, or a letter from the 
school can be used as proof 
of enrollment. Proof of res-
idency of Marion Township 

must also be shown. 
Library Interim Director 

Kim Riley said, “We are all 
looking forward to this re-
lationship with the Marion 
Township board and hope 
to see many of their student 

residents enjoying all the 
services of the Sheridan Pub-
lic Library. A special thanks 
to Mike Morgan, township 
trustee, for reaching out to 
us to secure this service for 
his student residents.”
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Photo provided
Marion Township Trustee Mike Morgan (center) hands Sheridan Public 
Library Vice-President Jill Cali (right) the check for the first years’ service. 
Shown at left is Sheridan Library Interim Director Kim Riley.

Sheridan Library crosses
county line for students

4-H Junior Leaders
cancel Easter Egg hunt
The REPORTER

Organizers for the 
2020 4-H Junior Leader 
Community Easter Egg 
Hunt have announced the 
event has been canceled. 

A statement issued 
on Wednesday said, "In 
the interest of public 
health and safety in our 
communities, Purdue 
University has imposed 

event restrictions for all 
Purdue sponsored events 
between March 16 and 
April 30. Events with 
more than 50 people in 
attendance are canceled, 
postponed, or delivered 
by alternate means. Since 
it is not possible to post-
pone or deliver this event 
virtually, the 2020 Egg 
Hunt is canceled."

Photo provided
Fishers Democratic Club President Julie Chambers (right) opens the meeting 
as Dee Thornton (left) and her husband Don (center) look on.

Fishers Democratic Club 
growing in membership

The REPORTER
Since Friday, March 6, 

three confirmed cases of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
have been found in Central 
Indiana. While there are cur-
rently no known cases in No-
blesville, the city is working 
closely with the 
Hamilton County 
Health Depart-
ment on this issue 
and will continue 
to provide updates 
as it receives more 
information or 
if new develop-
ments occur.

“With the 
help of our feder-
al, state and local partners, 
Noblesville is responding to 
this virus as we have planned 
and prepared for weeks,” 
Mayor Chris Jensen said. 
“Through our partnerships 
and proactive planning, we 
are confident that the city 
is prepared to respond to a 
public health crisis if it were 
to occur in Noblesville.”

The city has updated its 
local infectious disease re-
sponse plan and Noblesville 
fire department is working 
directly with local health de-

partment officials to ensure 
the city’s EMS Division is 
ready to assist and respond 
to a public health crisis.

Noblesville public safe-
ty leaders are regularly 
communicating with the 
Hamilton County Emergen-

cy Management 
Agency (EMA) 
to ensure that 
best practices are 
being shared and 
practiced by No-
blesville first re-
sponders and that 
the continuity of 
operations plan 
for Noblesville is 
up to date and can 

be enacted as needed.
“The city will continue 

to communicate with and 
rely on our public health 
officials to help guide us 
through any infectious dis-
ease threats should they 
arise in Noblesville,” said 
Public Safety Director Chad 
Knecht. “Frontline respond-
ers are updated with the lat-
est information, trained on 
how to properly handle in-
fectious disease cases, and 

Knect

Noblesville keeps
eye on COVID-19

Congressional GOP candidates
to debate March 25 in Westfield
The REPORTER

Twelve Republican 
candidates running for the 
5th Congressional Dis-
trict will participate in a 
candidate forum from 6 
to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 25 at the Westfield 
High School Auditorium, 
located at 18250 N. Union 
St. Please enter through 
Door 5.

Westfield GOP Club 

President Scott Willis said 
the forum will be the cen-
terpiece of debates hosted 
in Hamilton County by the 
Republican Party during 
this election season.

“We are excited to host 
this event on behalf of the 
Hamilton County Republi-
can Party,” he said.  “It will 
give Republicans in the 
county a great opportunity 
to learn more about and in-

teract one on one with each 
candidate.”

Indiana Republican 
Party Chairman Kyle Hup-
fer will be the moderator of 
the event.

The event is free and 
open to the public. Doors 
will open at 5:30 p.m. 
Immediately following 
the forum, there will be a 
meet the candidate event 
at Grand Junction Brew-

ing, 1189 E. 181st St., 
Westfield. Cost for the VIP 
event is $25 per person.

Candidates appearing 
in the event include Kent 
Abernathy, Andrew Bales, 
Micah Beckwith, Carl 
Brizzi, Chuck Dietzen, 
Beth Henderson, Matthew 
Hook, Matt Hullinger, Kel-
ly Mitchell, Danny Nieder-
berger, Victoria Spartz and 
Russell Stwalley.

Nickel Plate Trail stop signs
removed, with one exception
By LARRY LANNAN | LarryInFishers.com

You may have noticed that the stop 
signs along the Nickel Plate Trail have 
been removed in Fishers, with one ex-
ception. The stop sign at 131st Street 
west of State Road 37 will remain due 
to the steep grade at that location, but 
the city says "the removal of this sign 
will come at a later date."

The removal of the stop signs will 
end the requirement for school buses to stop at these loca-
tions. Railroad "out of service" signs have also been placed 
at these crossings.

Noblestories to explore
Carnegie Library origins
The REPORTER

Noblesville didn’t get its 
Carnegie Library without a 
fight. As industrialist An-
drew Carnegie was offering 
grants all over the nation for 
small towns to erect their 
own libraries, a dedicated 
group of women set them-
selves to the task of getting 
the grant and erecting a prop-
er library in Noblesville.

To help celebrate wom-
en’s history month, Hamil-
ton County historian David 
Heighway will tell the story 
of how they did it. What’s 
left of the original library 
building is incorporated 

into the current City Hall.  
Please attend the next 

Noblestories program at 4 
p.m. on Sunday, March 29 at 
Preservation Hall, 1274 Lo-
gan St. The Noblesville Pres-
ervation Alliance recently 
purchased the former Logan 
Street Sanctuary and is com-
mitted to scheduling commu-
nity-oriented programming. 
The hall is also available to 
the public for rent. 

Noblestories is free and 
open to the public, which 
is encouraged to partici-
pate with questions and 

See Origin . . . Page 2

See COVID-19 . . . Page 2

No local cases reported yet
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TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen 
Noblesville

E. 146th Street

14701 Tom Wood Way 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
317.853.4552

Tom Wood  
Volkswagen  
Noblesville

The Atlas Cross Sport.
What's new for 2020?

Fun to drive. Easy to cover.

I was born and raised right here in 
Noblesville. I grew up in a home without 
domestic violence or assault – it wasn’t 
something I saw, or even heard about. But 
when I was introduced to Prevail of Central 
Indiana, I was shocked by the number of 
individuals who are affected by domestic 
violence. In 2018 alone, Prevail helped 
more than 4,000 clients in Hamilton 
County. (Nearly 80 percent of clients are 
women and children.) Domestic violence 
and abuse are hard topics to discuss, so 
you don’t often hear about them. But at 
Tom Wood Volkswagen in Noblesville, 
we’re breaking the taboo and raising 
awareness for Prevail, an organization  
that helps families in Hamilton County.  
 – Mike Bragg, GM of Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville

To help Hamilton County families 
affected by domestic violence and 
sexual abuse, you can donate the 
following items: 

 •  Art supplies (for children to journal and 
express their emotions)

• Bottled water (8 oz. bottles, preferably) 
• Individually packaged snacks 
•  Gas cards (many women have no access 

to funds after fleeing their abuser)

Drop off items at Tom Wood 
Volkswagen in Noblesville,  
14701 Tom Wood Way. 

All Atlas Cross Sport models come with a touchscreen infotainment display 

with both Apple CarPlay and Android Auto integration. Navigation is optional, 

as is a reconfigurable digital gauge display and SiriusXM satellite radio. The 

Volkswagen Car-Net connectivity app allows for remote starting and analytics 

while a 4G LTE Wi-Fi hotspot allows occupants to remain connected to the 

internet with their smart devices while on the go.

·  Standard autonomous emergency braking with forward-collision warning

·  Standard blind-spot monitoring with rear cross-traffic alert

·  Available adaptive cruise control with semi-autonomous driving mode

2 News

commentary. 
Noblestories is a pro-

gram of the Noblesville 
Preservation Alliance that 
gives today’s residents a 
glimpse into Noblesville’s 
past. NPA is partnering 
with Hamilton County 
Television to present and 

preserve these memories 
to help inform and enrich 
the lives of current and fu-
ture residents. The event is 
streamed live on Hamilton 
County TV and available 
for viewing afterward at 
noblesvillepreservation.
com.

This is the fifth in the 
series, which also present-
ed memories of high school 
in the 1960s, the Firestone 
plant, a promotional film 
of the city made back in 
the 1930s and a glimpse of 
what life was like here in 
the 1890s.

are equipped with Personal 
Protective Equipment to re-
duce the risk and spread of 
infection.”

The city has worked 
with the Hamilton County 
Communications Center to 
ensure proper caller queries 
are made to help identify 
potential infectious diseases 
prior to arrival of frontline 
units. These processes have 
been implemented and will 
help to better identify and 

prepare for infectious dis-
ease response within our 
community.

The CDC does not rec-
ommend that people who 
are well wear a facemask 
to protect themselves from 
respiratory diseases, includ-
ing COVID-19. Facemasks 
should be used by people 
who show symptoms of 
COVID-19 to help prevent 
the spread of the disease 
to others. Facemasks are 

also used by public health 
and public safety personnel 
who come in to contact with 
individuals who may be 
demonstrating symptoms of 
COVID-19.

For additional informa-
tion and resources to stay in 
touch with the best medical 
recommendations for ac-
tion regarding coronavirus 
(COVID-19), visit cityof-
noblesville.org/coronavi-
rus.

 

We love to work with first time home buyers 
Visit our website at BraggInsurance.com 

317-758-5828  

brian@bragginsurance.com 
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Information Technology can be complicated

The answer can be simple

Hardware • Network Solutions
Internet • Security & Monitoring

866.987.2349
Serving Hamilton County & Central Indiana

Call Simplify IT.

http://www.prevailinc.com
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Submitted
Beth Henderson, busi-

nesswoman, nurse and 
proud 30-year resident of 
Indiana’s 5th Congressional 
District has announced her 
upcoming ‘On the Trail-er 
Tour.’

“It’s my goal to meet, 
interact and listen to as 
many residents in the 5th 
District as possible. We 
know our ‘On the Trail-er 
Tour’ is a great opportuni-
ty to learn, have some fun 
and introduce the district 
to a few of our furry farm 
friends,” said Henderson. 

Along with her, Hender-
son will bring special guests 

from her stable of farm 
animals – Rosie the mini-
horse, Bruno the alpaca, 
Kevin Bacon the pig, Dolly 
the Belgian draft horse and 
Elsa the Leonberger dog. 
Henderson drives her own 

truck and trailer rig with 
everyone in tow.

Henderson has a unique 
background – as a conser-
vative businesswoman, 
small farm owner and nurse 
she knows and understands 

how therapeutic animals 
can be. She says is look-
ing forward to meeting and 
listening to people across 
Indiana’s 5th District and 
sharing her love for ani-
mals.

As featured on Hen-
derson’s TV commercials, 
she says she is an outsider 
running for Congress to 
“rein in” DC’s liberal poli-
ticians, address out-of-con-
trol health care costs, create 
quality job opportunities 
and be a tireless advocate 
for hard working Hoosiers 
across the 5th District.

For more information, 
visit bethforindiana.com.
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The REPORTER
Each spring, a nation-

wide high school arts com-
petition is sponsored by the 
Members of the 
House of Repre-
sentatives. The 
office of Con-
gresswoman Su-
san W. Brooks 
(R-Ind.-05) is 
seeking submis-
sions from high 
school students 
in the 5th District 
of Indiana for a 
chance to have their art-
work displayed in the Unit-
ed States Capitol Building 
for one year.

The Congressional Art 
Competition began in 1982 
to provide an opportunity 
for members of Congress 
to encourage and recognize 
the artistic talents of their 
young constituents. Since 
then, over 650,000 high 
school students have been 
involved with the nation-
wide competition.

“This year’s Congres-
sional Art Competition pro-
vides aspiring artists with a 
unique opportunity to high-
light Hoosier heritage and 
history on a national stage, 
and I want to encourage 
students to take advantage 
of the chance to showcase 
not only their artistic skill, 
but their love for their home 
state,” Brooks said. “When 
I’m in Washington, I walk 
by the artwork from the 
Congressional Art Compe-
tition on my way to vote on 
the House floor, and always 
enjoy seeing the winning 
representative of the 5th 
District hanging for ev-
eryone to see. We have so 
many talented young peo-

ple in Indiana, and across 
the nation, and I can’t wait 
to see the new and exciting 
pieces submitted this year.”

Background 
Along with 

their artwork be-
ing displayed in 
the U.S. Capitol 
Building for one 
year, the winner 
and one guest will 
receive compli-
mentary airfare to 
Washington, D.C. 

for recognition. All high 
school students who live or 
attend school in the 5th Dis-
trict are eligible to compete. 

Artwork eligible for 
consideration must: 

• Be two-dimensional
• Be no larger than 26” 

x 26” x 4”, including the 
frame. 

• Weigh less than 15 
pounds. 

• Be original in concept, 
design and execution. 

• Be submitted to Rep. 
Brooks’ district offices in 
Carmel or Anderson by 5 
p.m. Friday, April 17.

Rep. Brooks plans to 
host a private reception for 
all participants. All entries 
will be on exhibit at the 
Gallery 119 in downtown 
Pendleton for the month of 
May.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding the Art 
Competition, please con-
tact Autumn Meeker in the 
Anderson office at (765) 
640-5115 or by email at 
autumn.meeker@mail.
house.gov.

For more details on the 
competition, please visit 
susanwbrooks.house.gov/
services/art-competition.

Brooks

Brooks encourages 
high school artists 
to enter the 2020 
Art Competition

Conner Prairie does supper 
the real old-fashioned way

By DENISE MOE
For The Reporter

Cook an authentic 
1800s meal in the historic 
William Conner House at 
“Hearthside Suppers,” the 
historic food program at 
Conner Prairie living histo-
ry museum in Fishers. The 
program runs Wednesday 
through Sunday evenings 
in January, February and 
March, when the outdoor 
grounds are closed.

The series celebrates 
historic food, traditional 
hearth cooking, and the 
fellowship of the com-
munal table. Presented in 
candlelight by costumed 
interpreters in the beauti-
ful 1823 William Conner 
House, this program of-
fers guests a unique and 
interactive one-of-a-kind 
experience. Tickets go on 
sale each fall and sell out 
quickly.

Guests arrive in the 
lobby inside the Welcome 
Center where you are met 
by costumed in-charac-

ter interpreters, who will 
guide you through the en-
tire evening. You are then 
escorted by lantern to the 
William Conner House in 
1836 Prairietown.

You do not just come 
and eat, you are an active 
participant in the entire im-
mersive experience, help-
ing to prepare and even 
cook several of the dishes. 
The guests help churn but-
ter, grind coffee, knead the 
dough for biscuits, make 
crackers, chop vegetables 
and create sauces and jams 
– all by candlelight and 
using 1830s cooking meth-
ods and equipment. Dinner 
is served at a communal, 
family style candlelight ta-
ble and is a true feast, fea-
turing soups, breads, side 
dishes and meats to pass 
around and share. During 
this time, guests can chat 
and make new friends 
and ask questions of their 
in-character hosts.

After supper, guests 
enter the parlor for 1800s 
games and entertainment, 

following by the serving 
of dessert. Guests receive 
recipes for all dishes made 
that evening and you are 
bound to leave with a full 

belly and an appreciation 
of this authentic one-of-a-
kind experience.

Click here for more in-
formation.

Henderson announces ‘On the Trail-er Tour’

Photo provided

Photo provided by Denise Moe
The Reporter’s Denise Moe churns her own butter.
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Letter to the Editor

Submitted
Former State Senator 

Luke Kenley has endorsed 
Beth Henderson as his can-
didate of choice for Indiana’s 
5th Congressional District.

Kenley says he is pas-
sionate and impressed by 
Henderson’s personal expe-
rience in starting and running 
three successful businesses – 
two in healthcare and one in 
agriculture. Kenley knows 
her knowledge as a nurse re-
garding healthcare solutions 
will serve the people of the 
5th District well. 

“She will adhere to the 
original constitutional con-
cept of a citizen legislator. 
Having lived and worked 
in Hamilton County for 30 
years, Beth knows our dis-

trict inside and out,” said 
Kenley.

Luke Kenley served 25 
years in the Indiana State-
house as State Senator.

Henderson has proudly 
lived and worked in the 5th 
District since 1990. Hender-

son is a successful business 
owner, nurse, healthcare ad-
vocate, farmer, job creator 
and lifelong Republican who 
understands the needs of 
Hoosiers. 

For more information, 
visit bethforindiana.com.
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20% OFF 
When you pay with CASH OR CHECK 

15% OFF 
When you pay with CREDIT/DEBIT CARD 

10% OFF 
Plus 1 YEAR FINANCING*

TAKE AN EXTRA

OR OR

ALL FURNITURE IS ON SALE!
4 DAYS ONLY March 12, 13, 14 & 15

Noblesville / Fishers
146th St & SR 37

Noblesville, IN 46060
317-214-4321                                            

INTERSECTION of 146th St & HWY 37

Carmel
136th St & N Meridian

 Carmel, IN 46032
317-566-8720                                                   

ACROSS FROM ST. VINCENT’S CARMEL

Avon
Rockville Rd & Dan Jones

Avon, IN 46123
317-272-4581                                            

BEHIND THE BP® GAS STATION

Godby Discount Store
130 Logan Street

Noblesville, IN 46060
317-565.2211                                            

ACROSS FROM FEDERAL HILL COMMONS

in-stock color may vary

Spring  V.I.P. Sale                   

ALL NEW OUTDOOR

 HAS ARRIVED

*subject to credit approval. see store for complete details. some exclusions may apply.

Public Notices
you are cordially invited to the hamilton County Plan Commission 

Comprehensive Plan Update - township meetings
Noblesville/Wayne Townships
Thursday, March 12, 2020 / March 26, 2020 / third meeting tbd
Durbin Elementary School
18000 Durbin Road
Noblesville, IN   46060
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
White river Township
Thursday, April 16, 2020 / July 23, 2020
Walnut Grove Community Center 
25587  State Road 213
Cicero, IN   46034
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Adams Township
Thursday, March 17, 2020 / June 25, 2020
Sheridan Community Center
300  East 6th Street
Sheridan,  IN   46069
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Please call our office at (317) 776-8490 if you should have any questions.
RL3140 2/24/2020, 3/2/2020, 3/9/2020

NoTICe oF PUBLIC heArING
Notice is given that the Board of Commissioners of Hamilton County will hold a public hearing at 1:00 p.m., on the 23rd day 

of March, 2020, in the County Commissioners Court Room, One Hamilton County Square, Noblesville, Indiana, concerning 
entering into a Design and Construction Contract (“the BOT Contract”) with C.H. Garmong & Son, Inc., and RQAW 
Corporation to design, construct, and temporarily operate a parking garage on the north side of Clinton Street between 8th Street 
and 9th Street, in the City of Noblesville, Hamilton County, Indiana.  The public hearing shall be held at 1:00 p.m. on March 23, 
2020.

Copies of the Proposed Contract are available for inspection in the Office of the Hamilton County Auditor at 33 N. 9th Street, 
Suite L-21, Noblesville, Indiana 46060 and on the Hamilton County website at 

https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/DocumentCenter/View/14602/BOT-AGREEMENT-WITH-EXHIBITS-031020
At the public hearing, members of the public are invited to attend and comment on the contract.  

Dated this 10th day of March, 2020.
ss\ Robin M. Mills, Auditor

Hamilton County Auditor
RL3249 3/12/2020

NoTICe To BIdderS
RFP Documents for the procurement of

dell Computers
from the Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation are available on the web site www.hseschools.org. (Please refer 

to the link near the bottom of the HSE home page.) This website is the official source for all documents related to this 
solicitation. Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation is not responsible for documents distributed through any other 
means.

deAdLINe For SUBMISSIoN: prior to 1:00 pm local time (EST) March 27, 2020 
reCordING oF ProPoSerS: 2:00 pm local time (EST) March 27, 2020 
LoCATIoN:  Hamilton SE Schools Administration 
 13485 Cumberland Rd.
 Fishers, IN 46038
Vendors shall submit bids according to the Instructions, Provisions and Specifications stated in the RFP documents. 

Questions should be addressed via email to HSE’s Director of Infrastructure Technologies, Tom Kouns (tkouns@hse .k12.
in.us)
RL3250 3/12/2020, 3/20/2020

Meeting Notice
Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 

The Hamilton County Board of 
Commissioners will meet at 3 
p.m. on Friday, March 13, 2020, 
in Conference Room 1A at the 
Hamilton County Government 
and Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton 
County Square, Noblesville. The 
meeting purpose is for discussion 
of Personnel pursuant to IC 5-14-
1.5-6.1(b)(7).

317-399-7500
CFBindiana.com

This is Your Community. This is Your Bank.

Bringing Community Back to Banking17661 Village Center Dr. Noblesville, IN

Bank of Indiana

New 
Noblesville 

Branch 
Now 

Open!

Dear Editor:
Recently Sue Maki, a candidate for the 

Hamilton County Council, suggested the 
reason that the majority of the Council, in-
cluding myself, voted against a proposal to 
establish a mega training center was my/
our lack of concern for public safety.

Nothing could be further from the 
truth.

I want to believe Sue is using this type 
of below the belt “If you want to be a 
dragon slayer you need to have a dragon” 
campaigning was Sue getting bad advice 
from an uninformed friend. This untruth 
has been circulating since the Council vot-
ed against this six years ago. But I was a 
bit surprised that Sue Maki would take the 
hate bait without doing her own investiga-
tion to rise above today’s standard of mud-
slinging by using hearsay and half-truths.

Before I go further, I think it might 
be important for me to give a little of my 
background regarding public safety: My 
father was a decorated city firefighter. 
My entire life from the time I can remem-
ber till I was out of high school, I was in 
firehouses. Firefighters gave me haircuts, 
helped with my homework, taught me 
how to play sports, but more importantly, 
it taught me to respect all fire and police 
persons. Today my dad would be proud to 
know he has great-grandchildren serving 
as brave city firefighters as he did.

Because of the lack of communication, 
the training center was doomed from pas-
sage, from the beginning.

The cities were led to believe, without 
questions, the center would be provided to 
them with very little cost and that most all 
funding would be provided by the county. 
Keep in mind the county is the only one of 
these units of the government that has no 
fire department, yet the county going to be 
asked to pick up the tab. Of course, all the 
cities were in favor of this why wouldn’t 
they be? It was pretty much a gift.

The logic: The county has money. 
Shouldn’t there be wealth distribution? 
Don’t we all pay county tax? Yes, we do, 
and the council is obligated to the tax-
payers to not obligate itself to an ongoing 
unknown financial burden. Moreover, we 
never saw any real plan of what would 
finally be built or what was the sustain-
ability cost. Was the county now going to 
be financially responsible for a new huge 
department?

Long before this came to the council 
for a vote, and even after, I personally 
talked to mayors, state and local fire union 

officers, city councilors and many others 
who were supporting this. I told them I 
could not vote for this funding. I just could 
not see how this was a just and fair and 
realistic proposal. I know that Councilor 
McKinney, Councilor Beaver as well as 
Councilor Glynn shared their feelings with 
officials, too.

On the day the motion was to come be-
fore the council for a vote, we had a meet-
ing with the Commissioners, the Council, 
the representatives from the fire union 
and other interested parties. During that 
meeting, I believe it was Councilor Bea-
ver and Councilor McKinney who told 
those present they believed this proposal, 
in its present form, was not going to pass 
the council. They gave what I think, and 
most reasonable people would agree, was 
a major concession: ALL the major cities 
TOGETHER contribute one half of the 
proposed initial funding and the county 
would go the other one half of the request-
ed amount. This to me was a major sign 
of good will and open dialogue. However, 
it was not accepted we were told no ne-
gotiating, the Council was told it’s all or 
nothing. Vote it up or vote it down.

That night after listing to much very 
heart felt discussion, and sincere pub-
lic input it was voted down. To this day 
I wished this could have been different. I 
do not apologize for my vote, but it is my 
opinion much of this was politically moti-
vated, and the bitterness could have been 
avoided.

During the weeks before it was point-
ed out that the fire tower in Lawrence 
which the county uses had been damaged 
and was out of commission. To show good 
faith and support to our firefighters Coun-
cilor Beaver along with Councilor McKin-
ney suggested that we contribute $650,000 
for a tower at our training center. The mo-
tion was made and passed.

I want to conclude by saying I very 
much enjoyed my time when I was priv-
ileged to be a part of the Chief’s round 
table. I also want to thank all our first re-
sponders for all you do.

I know my wife Cheryl would not be 
happy with me if did not thank the Carmel 
firefighters and EMTs. She was so grate-
ful and impressed with the kindness, gen-
tleness, strength and professionalism you 
showed as you helped her as she left our 
house for the last time Jan. 17.

Respectfully,
Paul W. Ayers
Hamilton County Councilor, 2011-18

Photo provided

Luke Kenley endorses
Henderson for Congress Paul Ayers provides history of County 

Council’s vote on proposed training center
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TODAY’S BIBLE READING
Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of 
the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and 
of Asia, disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom 
and the spirit by which he spake. Then they suborned men, which said, We 
have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. 
And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came 
upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council, And set up false 
witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words 
against this holy place, and the law: For we have heard him say, that this 
Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs 
which Moses delivered us. And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly 
on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.

Acts 6:9-15 (KJV)
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Cute and move in ready, 4 BR, 2 BA with finished 
basement, main level has hardwood floors.  

Kitchen w/SS appliances, fenced rear yard, many 
updates “A real Gem”. BLC# 21695622

455 North 17th Street 
Noblesville • $209,900
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Your house  
could be here!

Many recent updates in this 2 story, 4BR, 2.5BA home, 
New carpet, fresh paint, new roof 2020. All kitchen 

appliances stay, basement, adjacent multi-acre  
common area. BLC# 21695300

18756 Mill Grove Drive  
Noblesville • $279,900 

Lovely 2 story in Hazel Dell Woods with 4 BR & 2.5 BA. 
finished basement, fresh paint, kit appliances stay,  

home on over a 1/2 acre lot and this home is  
move-in ready. BLC# 21696880

5593 South Flinchum Way 
Noblesville • $279,900

Dreaming of  
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We can help make your  
dreams come true! 
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Mark Andrew Tolley 
January 13, 1960 – March 10, 2020

Mark Andrew Tolley, 60, Sheridan, recently lost his battle to pancreatic cancer. Mark 
was born on January 13, 1960 in Frankfort, Ind., to Nancy Miller of 
Sheridan and Jon Tolley of Lafayette.

Mark graduated from Sheridan High School Class of 1978. Mark 
proudly served his country in the United States Marine Corps follow-
ing graduation where he was enlisted from 1978 to 1985. Mark was a 
car enthusiast, outdoorsman and loved the challenge of creating and 
restoring works of art for loved ones. He retired in 2020 from Suba-
ru after working 25 years. Mark looked forward to his time grilling, 
gathering with friends, family and entertaining his two grandchildren.

Mark is survived by his wife of over 37 years, Laura (Marlow) 
Tolley; their two children, Brandy (Matt) Simpson and Jacob (Shea) 
Tolley; and grandchildren, Harper and Rowan Simpson; his mother, 
Nancy S. Miller, Sheridan; his father Jon (Anne) Tolley, Lafayette; 
his two brothers, Tim (Karen) Tolley, Urbana, Ill., and Matt (Debby) 
Tolley, Sheridan; along with numerous nieces and nephews.

Mark is preceded in death by his sister, Mary Jennifer Wallace, and stepfather, Jack 
Miller.

A memorial service for Mark will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 14, 2020 
at the First United Methodist Church, 207 E. 2nd St., 
Sheridan, where family and friends are invited to gather 
from 9 a.m. till time of services.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to the National Pancreatic Cancer Foundation at 
npcf.us. Fisher Family Funeral Services is honored to 
serve the Tolley Family.

Arrangements
Calling: 9 to 10 a.m., March 14
Service: 10 a.m., March 14
Location: First United Methodist Church
Condolences: fisherfunerals.com
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By RICHIE HALL
For the sixth year in a row, the Car-

mel boys basketball team is spending the 
week preparing for the regional round.

The Greyhounds will travel up to 
Logansport on Saturday, taking on New 
Haven in the second semi-final game at 
the Berry Bowl. That contest is scheduled 
to start around noon, following the first 
semi-final. That game starts at 10 a.m. and 
will see Marion play Fort Wayne Snider. 
The championship is set for 8 p.m.

While the two teams did not play 
each other in the regular season, Carmel 
and New Haven had two common oppo-
nents: Bishop Dwenger and Warren Cen-
tral. Both teams beat the Saints, with the 
‘Hounds winning 57-33 and the Bulldogs 
getting a 65-52 victory. Against the War-
riors, Carmel fell 58-50 while New Hav-
en lost 92-54.

Both teams have similar records: The 
Bulldogs are 18-6 while the Greyhounds 
are 18-7. New Haven was the winner in 
Sectional 6, beating Huntington North 
68-51 in the semi-finals and toughing out 
Homestead 46-44 in the championship, 
avenging a loss to the Spartans from ear-
lier in the season.

“They’re tough, they’re athletic,” said 
Carmel coach Ryan Osborn of New Ha-
ven. He gave a list of other attributes of 
the Bulldogs, which included that they’re 
physical, coached well, disciplined, they 
rebound well, and balanced.

Balance might be one of the key items 
about New Haven, as it has three play-
ers that average in double figures. Senior 
Donovynn Lewis scored 15.5 points per 
game, junior Thomas Latham contributes 
14.6 points and sophomore Jakar Wil-
liams averages 11.6 points per game. Se-
nior Jamarr Hutchins also adds 9.5 points 
per contest.

Those four players are solid rebound-
ers as well: Latham collects 8.3 rebounds 
per game, followed by Williams (7.6), 
Lewis (4.1) and Hutchins (4.0). Hutchins 
also hands out 3.8 assists per game, with 
Lewis dishing out 3.2. Freshman Darrion 
Brooks comes off the bench as well.

With all that, New Haven is actually a 

similar team to the Greyhounds, as Car-
mel also is balanced and has a relatively 
young roster. Sophomore Peter Suder is 
the Greyhounds’ leading scorer at 11.2 
points per game, followed by junior Bri-
an Waddell with 10.4 points per contest. 
Not far behind are senior Jackson Jannsen 
at 8.8 points and sophomore Charlie Wil-
liams at 8.4 points.

“They want to compete, they want to 
do whatever it takes to win,” said Osborn. 
“They celebrate each other’s success.”

Suder also leads the rebounding with 

6.6 per game, followed by Waddell (4.6) 
and Williams (4.2). Junior Connor Gioia 
is the leading assist man, with 3.9 per 
game.

Carmel claimed its sixth consecutive 
sectional title last week. The Greyhounds 
beat Hamilton Southeastern 50-43 in the 
first round, edged out host Noblesville 
39-37 in the semi-finals then defeated 
Westfield 54-41 in the championship.

This is the second time that Carm-
el has won six sectionals in a row. The 
Greyhounds won nine in a row between 

1966 and 1974, back when Bill Shepherd 
and Eric Clark were the coaches. Osborn 
said that to be mentioned with some of 
the best coaches that have ever coached 
for Carmel “says something special about 
our kids.”

“It’s hard to be able to see all that in 
the moment, because honestly, our guys 
are enjoying themselves,” said Osborn. 
“Their goal is to get better every day. 
They like being around each other. The 
results have been positive.”

“But that’s not what we strive for. Our 
thing is, the results are the results based 
on the kind of work you put in every day 
and we want to give ourselves a chance to 
compete. And if the opportunity to com-
pete for a championship present itself, it’s 
awesome.”

The Greyhounds were scheduled to 
practice at the Berry Bowl today. Since 
many of the players on the team are in 
their first season of varsity, it will be a 
new experience.

“They get to experience some things 
they’ve never experienced and they’ve 
earned that,” said Osborn. 

Reporter photos by Kent Graham
Carmel's Charlie Williams is averaging 8.4 points and 4.2 rebounds for the Greyhounds this season. Carmel 
travels to Logansport on Saturday to play New Haven in the regional semi-finals.

Peter Suder is the leading scorer and rebounder for Carmel, with 11.2 points and 6.6 rebounds per game.

Hamilton Southeastern football 
coach Adam Morris is stepping down to 
take a job at DePauw University.

Morris submitted his resignation 
on Wednesday, right before the Hamil-
ton Southeastern School Board meet-
ing. HSE Schools superintendent Allen 
Bourff then informed the board members 
during the meeting.

Morris will be joining the football 
coaching staff at DePauw. Bourff told 
Larry Lannan of LarryInFishers that an 
opening has been posted for the Royals’ 
coaching job. The earliest a new coach 
can be hired is late April.

Morris coached Southeastern during 
the 2018 and 2019 season. He went 3-7 
in his first season, then improved to 5-5 
during his second season. He had also 
coached at Muncie Central for two years, 
2015 and 2016.

Morris steps 
down as HSE 
football coach

Carmel takes on New Haven in semis
Boys basketball regional preview

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://readthereporter.com


NBA standings
Eastern Conference

Atlantic W L PCT. GB
x-Toronto 46 18 .719 -
x-Boston 43 21 .672 3.0
Philadelphia 39 26 .600 7.5
Brooklyn 30 34 .469 16.0
New York 21 45 .318 26.0
Central W L PCT. GB
x-Milwaukee 53 12 .815 -
Indiana 39 26 .600 14.0
Chicago 22 43 .338 31.0
Detroit 20 46 .303 33.5
Cleveland 19 46 .292 34.0
Southeast W L PCT. GB
Miami 41 24 .631 -
Orlando 30 35 .462 11.5
Washington 24 40 .375 17.0
Charlotte 23 42 .354 18.0
Atlanta 20 47 .299 22.0
x - Clinched playoff berth

Western Conference
Northwest W L PCT. GB
Denver 43 22 .662 -
Utah 41 23 .641 1.5
Oklahoma City 40 24 .625 2.5
Portland 29 37 .439 14.5
Minnesota 19 45 .297 23.5
Pacific	 W	 L	 PCT.	 GB
x-L.A. Lakers 49 14 .778 -
L.A. Clippers 44 20 .688 5.5
Sacramento 28 36 .438 21.5
Phoenix 26 39 .400 24.0
Golden State 15 50 .231 35.0
Southwest W L PCT. GB
Houston 40 24 .625 -
Dallas 40 27 .597 1.5
Memphis 32 33 .492 8.5
New Orleans 28 36 .438 12.0
San Antonio 27 36 .429 12.5

Wednesday's scores
Philadelphia 124, Detroit 106

New York 136, Atlanta 131, OT
Charlotte 109, Miami 98

Dallas 113, Denver 97
Utah at Oklahoma City, postponed

New Orleans at Sacramento, postponed

Read it here. 
Read it first.
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THE REPORTER/WISH-TV
The impact of COVID-19 (coronavi-

rus) on the sports world took a dramatic 
turn on Wednesday, with effects being 
felt by high school, college and profes-
sional sports teams.

The most high-profile impact was felt 
by the NBA. Wednesday night’s game 
between the Utah Jazz and the Oklahoma 
City Thunder was postponed just seconds 
before tip-off when it was revealed that 
Jazz player Rudy Gobert had tested posi-
tive for coronavirus. 

The Jazz later released a statement 
saying that a player (it did not mention 
Gobert by name) “tested negative for in-
fluenza, strep throat and an upper respi-
ratory infection.” His symptoms dimin-
ished during the day, but a decision was 
made to test him for COVID-19.

“A preliminary positive result came 
back right before tip-off of the Utah 
Jazz-Oklahoma City game,” said the 
statement. “Subsequently, the decision 
was correctly made by the NBA to post-
pone the game.” ESPN.com reporter 
Royce Young said that Gobert was never 
at the Oklahoma City arena on Wednes-
day night. 

After the referees were informed of 
the positive test, the players from both 
teams left the floor. After about 10 min-
utes, the game was postponed and fans 
were told to leave the arena. A short time 
after that, the NBA suspended the season. 
The postponement announcement was 
made during the Dallas-Denver game; 
that game was allowed to finish. Howev-
er, a late game between New Orleans and 
host Sacramento was postponed; ESPN 
reported there was concern over a referee 
who was assigned to work that game had 
also worked an earlier Jazz game.

NCAA, BIG TEN RESTRICTIONS
The president of the NCAA said 

Wednesday that upcoming championship 
events, including the men’s and women’s 
basketball tournaments leading to the Fi-
nal Four, will be conducted with essential 
staff and limited family attendance.

Later Wednesday, the Big Ten Con-

ference announced Wednesday night’s 
men’s basketball tournament games at 
Bankers Life Fieldhouse will be the last 
to have an audience. Beginning Thurs-
day, Big Ten men’s tournament games 
and all other Big Ten sports will be lim-
ited to student-athletes, coaches, event 
staff, essential team and Big Ten staff, 
TV network partners, credentialed media, 
and immediate family members of the 
participating teams.

Several conferences have men’s bas-
ketball tourneys underway prior to Sun-
day’s selection of teams for the NCAA 
tournament.

Emmert told The Associated Press 
that the men’s Final Four could be moved 
from Atlanta’s Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
to a smaller arena. The NCAA will con-
sider using smaller venues for regional 
sites currently scheduled to be played at 
the Toyota Center in Houston; Madison 
Square Garden in New York; Staples 
Center in Los Angeles and Lucas Oil Sta-
dium in Indianapolis.

“The decision was based on a com-
bination of the information provided by 
national and state officials, by the advi-
sory team that we put together of medi-
cal experts from across the country, and 
looking at what was going to be in the 
best interest of our student-athletes, of 
course,” Emmert told the AP in an phone 
interview. “But also the public health 
implications of all of this. We recognize 
our tournaments bring people from all 
around the country together. They’re not 
just regional events. They’re big national 
events. It’s a very, very hard decision for 
all the obvious reasons.”

In Indianapolis, Indiana Sports Corp. 
on March 26 and 28 will host the men’s 
basketball Midwest Regional at Lucas 
Oil Stadium. The men’s Final Four will 
be April 4 and 6 in Atlanta.

In Fort Wayne, Purdue Fort Wayne 
on March 28 and 30 will host the wom-
en’s basketball Midwest Regional at the 
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum. 
The women’s Final Four will be April 3 
and 5 in Smoothie King Center in New 

Orleans.
Emmert’s message on Twitter said, 

“The NCAA continues to assess the im-
pact of COVID-19 in consultation with 
public health officials and our COVID-19 
advisory panel. Based on their advice and 
my discussions with the NCAA Board 
of Governors, I have made the decision 
to conduct our upcoming championship 
events, including the Division I men’s 
and women’s basketball tournaments, 
with only essential staff and limited fam-
ily attendance. While I understand how 
disappointing this is for all fans of our 
sports, my decision is based on the cur-
rent understanding of how COVID-19 
is progressing in the United States. This 
decision is in the best interest of public 
health, including that of coaches, admin-
istrators, fans and, most importantly, our 
student-athletes. We recognize the oppor-
tunity to compete in an NCAA national 
championship is an experience of a life-
time for the students and their families. 
Today, we will move forward and con-
duct championships consistent with the 
current information and will continue to 
monitor and make adjustments as need-
ed.”

Stacey Osburn, director of commu-
nications for the NCAA, said in an ear-
lier message Wednesday, “The NCAA 
COVID-19 Advisory Panel recognizes 
the fluidity of COVID-19 and its im-
pact on hosting events in a public space. 
COVID-19 is spreading in the United 
States, and behavioral risk mitigation 
strategies are the best option for slowing 
the spread of this disease. This is especial-
ly important because mildly symptomatic 
individuals can transmit COVID-19. Giv-
en these considerations, coupled with a 
more unfavorable outcome of COVID-19 
in older adults — especially those with 
underlying chronic medical conditions — 
we recommend against sporting events 

open to the public. We do believe sport 
events can take place with only essential 
personnel and limited family attendance, 
and this protects our players, employees, 
and fan.”

The Atlantic Coast and Big 12 con-
ferences also announced Wednesday that 
they would be playing without fans start-
ing with Thursday’s quarterfinal rounds.

Indiana Sports Corp canceled the fol-
lowing fan events connected to the Big 
Ten Tournament on Wednesday: IN the 
Game Block Party, Tournament Tailgate, 
Free Throw Competition, Boys Basket-
ball Clinic, Big Ten Circuit on the Circle, 
and the Championship Sunday Pep Rally.

LOCAL IMPACTS
Several local teams have had their 

schedules impacted by the closings 
caused by the coronavirus outbreak.

Earlier in the week, Avon Communi-
ty Schools closed all of its schools after 
a student tested positive for coronavirus 
and another student showed symptoms of 
the virus.  The schools are closed through 
March 20, after which Spring Break takes 
place from March 23 to April 3.

The Avon High School baseball team 
will play Noblesville in its opening 
games on April 10. The varsity will be a 
doubleheader at the Avon field, with the 
first game to start at 4:30 p.m. The Mill-
ers will host a junior varsity doublehead-
er that afternoon, beginning at 5 p.m. A 
C-team game doubleheader takes place 
on Saturday, April 11, starting at 11 a.m.

Two indoor track and field meets that 
were to involve Hamilton County teams 
have been canceled. Today’s WL Indi-
viduals meet at Purdue University is can-
celed, while Saturday’s Patriot Invite at 
Anderson University is also canceled.

The Carmel USA Wrestling Club sent 
out a notification that the ISWA Folkstyle 
State meet has been canceled.

Courtesy nba.com
The NBA announced that a player on the Utah Jazz has preliminarily tested 

positive for COVID-19.  The test result was reported shortly prior to the tip-off of 
Wednesday's game between the Jazz and Oklahoma City Thunder at Chesapeake 
Energy Arena.  At that time, Wednesday's game was canceled.  The affected player 
was not in the arena.

 The NBA is suspending game play following the conclusion of Wednesday's 
schedule of games until further notice.  The NBA will use this hiatus to determine 
next steps for moving forward in regard to the coronavirus pandemic.

Official statement from the NBA
Coronavirus impacting all levels of sports
NBA suspends season, restrictions in place at Big Ten, NCAA tournaments...
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