
The REPORTER
Atlanta Pacific Rail recently hired Bret 

Davis as Operations Manager. Davis will 
oversee the operational side of Nickel 
Plate Express, a nonprofit set to open in 
September.

Davis brings railroad operational expe-
rience to Atlanta Pacific and Nickel Plate 
Heritage Railroad. He previously served 
Indiana Rail Road as a train operator, 
having been both qualified and certified 
as a locomotive engineer and conductor. 
During his time at Indiana Rail Road, Da-
vis was responsible for training other oper-
ators. A strong leader, Davis was active in 
Reserve Officer Training Corps at his alma 
mater, University of Mississippi.

“I look forward to this exciting new 
opportunity,” said Davis. “My top priority 
is running a safe and enjoyable train oper-
ation here in Hamilton County.”

Atlanta Pacific Rail operates rail ser-
vice for Nickel Plate Express. Atlanta Pa-
cific Rail is owned by long-time railroad 
operator, Tom Hoback.

“I am delighted to have Davis join our 
team, as he is a seasoned railroad profes-
sional and committed to safety as a first 
priority,” said Hoback. “Indiana Rail Road 
has historically been one of the safest rail-
roads in the country and Davis will ensure 
that safety is our most important priority.”

“We are thrilled to welcome someone 
with Davis’ extensive experience to our 
team,” said Executive Director Deanna 

Holt. “He has a strong leadership and rail-
road background that will make him the 
perfect leader for Nickel Plate Express’ 
operational team.”

Davis joins Nickel Plate Express and 
Atlanta Pacific Rail as they ready the 
tracks for a September grand opening. Vis-
it nickelplateexpress.com or follow along 
on Facebook for more information.

About Nickel Plate 
Heritage Railroad Inc.

Nickel Plate Heritage Railroad Inc. is a 
non-profit. The organization will serve as 
the governing body for the new heritage 
railroad operation, Nickel Plate Express. It 
will manage train programming and mar-
keting with excursion rail service contract-
ed to Atlanta Pacific Railroad, LLC.
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County 911 sets statewide example
By STU CLAMPITT
ReadTheReporter.com

Hamilton County Public Safety Communica-
tions Executive Director Mike Snowden was re-
cently honored by his peers for helping establish 
a statewide training standard for 911 dispatchers. 

The Don Kottlowski Award is an award pre-
sented by the Indiana chapter of APCO (Asso-
ciation of Public-safety Communication Offi-
cials), an international professional 
organization for 911 centers. The 
Indiana chapter provides the award 
annually to the director they be-
lieve has had the most impact on 
statewide issues. 

Snowden’s award was present-
ed by APCO at the 2018 Indiana 
NENA (National Emergency Number Associa-
tion) and APCO Conference.

“It’s humbling to know that the work you are 
doing is being recognized,” Snowden told The 
Reporter.

Snowden said he does not know who put him 
up for the award and did not know he would be 
presented with the award before the conference. 
He does, however, know why he was chosen. 

“The statewide 911 board exists, and they 
collect a lot of money every year from cellphone 
and wire-line telephones,” Snowden explained. 
“$1 each for every month. That gets distributed 
to the PSAPs (Public Safety Answer-
ing Points) throughout the state in 

all 92 counties. There are about 120 PSAPs 
throughout the state. I went to them because 
no one was training our folks.”

There are no requirements in the State 
of Indiana for training for dispatchers. 

There no certification or licensing for 
dispatchers in the state. 

There is no required continuing educa-
tion. 

“When I got here Hamilton County 
created our own,” 
Snowden said. 
“We have our 
own minimum 
training stan-
dards for 
ourselves 
because 

no one else is hold-
ing us accountable. 
We are holding 
ourselves account-
able.” 

Snowden ap-
proached the state 
911 board two years 
ago and asked them to 
set aside money to do 
training for all the tele-
communicators in the 
State of Indiana. 

“You should get the same 
level of care wherever you 

are in this state.”  
– Mike snowden
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The French connection with Hamilton County
Bastille Day, the French 

equivalent to our Fourth of July, 
is Saturday, and, oddly enough, 
it's going to be celebrated in Car-
mel this year.

Probably unknown to plan-
ners of the event and most of the 
participants is the fact that there 
is a historic French connection 
with Hamilton County that dates 
back 200 years or more.

Most of Indiana's written history con-
centrates on Anglo-American settlers who 
arrived in the early 19th century. Actually, 
the French established settlements in what 
is now Indiana as early as 1732. Military 
outposts were built at Vincennes, Fort 
Wayne and near Lafayette to strengthen 
France's claim to the Ohio Valley.

A big part of the French presence also 
centered on the fur trade between French-

men and native American Indi-
ans. Early French traders moved 
along the rivers and streams in 
dugout canoes gathering prized 
beaver pelts from the Indians 
in exchange for blankets, steel 
knives, iron pots, axes and oth-
er goods previously unknown to 
the natives.

Among these traders was Mi-
chel Brouillette, born in 1774 at 

the French community of Vincennes. Al-
though the British controlled the area by 
that time, many French traders and settlers 
remained. Brouillette (later Anglicized as 
Brewit) and probably a companion, plied 
the White River and other streams in cen-
tral Indiana.

According to research done by the late 
Rue Hinshaw, Carmel historian and com-
munity leader, Brewit established a trading 

post in what is now Carmel. The years of 
his presence in the area are unknown, but 
probably between 1800 and 1820. Hinshaw 
found artifacts on his property from an Indi-
an encampment that was located near what 
is believed to be the site of the trading post.

Brewit was more than just a fur trad-
er. He spoke several Indian dialects and 
aided Gov. William Henry Harrison in his 
dealings with the local tribes. He was able 
to gain access to the Indian settlement at 
Prophetstown to assess the number of war-
riors gathering there in 1811 prior to the 
Battle of Tippecanoe and report his find-
ings to Harrison. Later he was appointed 
an Indian Agent by Harrison.

By the 1820s and 30s, settlers were 
flooding into central Indiana. The fur 
trade died off as the Indians left and the 

FRED SWIFT
The County Line

Atlanta Pacific Rail hires operations manager
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Bret Davis most recently worked as a train operator for Indiana Rail Road. 
“My top priority is running a safe and enjoyable train operation,” Davis said.
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Noblesville 
premiers new 
Mary Resler 

concert series
The REPORTER

The Noblesville Cultural Arts Commis-
sion will honor the late Mary Resler on Sun-
day, July 15, 2018 as they officially rename 
the annual concert series.

The dedication ceremony will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. at Federal Hill Commons at 
the start of the concert featuring the Indi-
anapolis Symphonic Band. All are invited 
to attend the dedication and free concert in 
Mary’s honor.

Mary Resler, a dedicated NCAC board 
member for many years, founded the con-
cert series 25 years ago. The concerts were 
held in Seminary Park until moving to Fed-
eral Hill Commons in 2017.

“Mary’s passion for sharing her love 
of music with the community has touched 
so many lives,” said NCAC President Joni 
Corbett. “We are pleased to honor her leg-
acy by renaming the concert series she 
founded.” 

Supported by sponsorships, the con-
cert series is offered to the community free 
of charge on Sunday evenings in July and 
August, and features concert, big band and 
popular music in an informal atmosphere. 
The Noblesville Lions Club offers ham-
burgers, brats, chips and more at affordable 
prices. Families should bring a blanket or 
lawn chairs.

2018 Concerts Series
• Sunday, July 15: Indianapolis Sym-

phonic Band and Dedication Ceremony
• Sunday, July 22: New Horizon Com-

munity Band 
• Sunday, July 29: Tipton Community 

Band 
• Sunday, Aug. 5: Indianapolis Brass 

Choir 
• Sunday, Aug. 12: Indianapolis Munic-

ipal Band 
• Sunday, Aug. 19: Premiere of the 

Hamilton County Concert Band Sponsored 
by NCAC

All concerts take place at 6:30 p.m. at 
Federal Hill Commons.

About the Noblesville Cultural
Arts Commission

The Noblesville Cultural Arts Commis-
sion was created by Mayor Mary Sue Row-
land in September 1992. Under the direction 
of Jane Campbell, the commission, then 
called the “Minister of Culture,” organized 
the first event in May 1993. Law Day was a 
program that used theater to teach children 

Enjoy ham and 
beans with Sheridan 

Historical Society 
The REPORTER

The Sheridan Historical Society is 
sponsoring an old fashion pioneer-type 
ham and bean supper fundraiser from 
5 to 8 p.m. this Saturday, July 14 at 
the Boxley Cabin in Veterans Park in 
uptown Sheridan. The price for a de-
licious heaping helping of ham and 
beans and a side of cornbread is $8. 
Drinks and deserts are also available 
for an additional charge.

In addition to the meal, the Society 
is also sponsoring a bluegrass jam ses-
sion at the Godby gazebo. If you play 
an instrument you are encouraged to 
bring it along for some picking and 
grinning fun. So take down your fid-
dle and pick up the bow and get your-
self and your best beau all gussied up 
and head on over to Veterans Park 
in Sheridan on Saturday evening for 
some good eating and lots of enter-
taining fun.

See Concert Series . . . Page 2
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COME SEE OUR BRAND NEW, STATE  OF THE ART FACILITY IN

NOBLESVILLE!
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14701 Tom Wood Way
Noblesville, IN 46060
317.853.4552

Care • Commitment • Convenience

Tom Wood Volkswagen Noblesville
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69

465

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

Spend & Save

Valid on any repair $100 or more - max value $100.  
Redeemable only at Tom Wood VW of Noblesville.

10% 
ON ANY REPAIR

Full Synthetic
Oil Change

Includes up to 5 quarts oil + filter. Price does not include tax. 
Up to 10k miles between oil changes. See service advisor for 

makes & models.

INCLUDES A FREE...
•  CAR WASH   •  TIRE ROTATION

•  VACUUM   •  BRAKE INSPECTION

NEW INVENTORY PRE-OWNED INVENTORY SCHEDULE SERVICE

The all-new 2019 Volkswagen Jetta is

 NOW AVAILABLE!

“They finally – through 
a lot of negotiation – said 
‘yes’ when they had some 
end-of-year money in fis-
cal 2016,” Snowden said. 
“They set aside some mon-
ey and started promulgating 
rules. I helped with the rule 
creation for what was going 
to be paid for.”

Those rules came into 
effect in January 2018.

“In six months they 
have spent a couple hun-
dred thousand dollars train-
ing dispatchers throughout 
the state,” Snowden told 
The Reporter. “They will 
continue to do that in per-
petuity as long as there is a 
funding source for it. The 
award I got was for that 
idea: To help train people to 
do their jobs.”

By way of comparison, 
Snowden noted a person 
has to have hundreds of 
hours of training and be 
certified to cut someone’s 
hair or to do nails. Mean-
while, you do not have to 
have one minute of train-
ing, according to the State 
of Indiana, to be a dispatch-
er. That is because there is 
no law that requires a set 
number of hours of basic 
training or any continuing 
education in order to work 
as a public safety telecom-
municator.

When the Noblesville 
West Middle School shoot-
ing occurred, local dis-

patchers had been trained 
the day before on how to 
handle it. That is because 
at the local level, Hamilton 
County does not believe 
zero hours of training is ac-
ceptable.

“I am eternally grateful 
for this award,” Snowden 
said. “It was an honor. It 
really was humbling that 
my peers thought enough 
of me to say I deserved that 
award. But the reality is 
we are just trying to make 
sure folks know how to do 
their jobs.”

Snowden said he thinks 
consistent training stan-
dards are necessary for the 
safety of all Hoosiers. 

“Hamilton County has 
a very mobile citizenry,” 
Snowden said. “We are go-
ing down to the lake. We are 
going up to the dunes. We 
are going to Bloomington 
and Lafayette. We are on 
our way to Fort Wayne. If 
you have an emergency [on 
one of those trips] and you 
call for help, you should get 
the same level of care wher-
ever you are in this state.”
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land was cleared for farm-
ing. Brewit went back to 
Vincennes, entered the 
grocery business and died 
in 1838.

His Vincennes home is 
still standing. It is the only 
known French house left in 

the city. It consists of ver-
tical log and stucco con-
struction unlike American 
pioneer homes of horizon-
tal log construction. It is 
listed as one of the historic 
sites in Vincennes.

So, as the crowd gathers 

Saturday for Bastille Day 
in Carmel to enjoy French 
music, food and dancing, 
few will know that they 
are within a stone’s throw 
of where a real French con-
nection was made two cen-
turies ago.

about the courtroom process 
through fairy tales. July 1993 
saw the first Shakespeare in 
the Park production: A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream. 
That first year also saw poet-

ry readings, art displays and 
band concerts in Seminary 
Park. For nearly a decade, 
the commission sponsored 
the Summer Art Fair on the 
Square. As the arts culture in 

Noblesville has evolved, the 
Cultural Arts Commission 
has evolved with it. Nobles-
ville has a new Arts District 
Designation and NCAC 
plays a vital role.

ReadTheReporter.com
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Fishers Arts Crawl in the Nickel Plate District
The REPORTER

From 6 to 9 p.m. on Fri-
day, July 13, the community 
is invited to the annual Arts 
Crawl, an event hosted in 
partnership with the City 
of Fishers, the Nickel Plate 
District Business Council 
and the Fishers Arts Coun-
cil. The free event features 
a walkable self-guided tour 
of over 25 Nickel Plate Dis-
trict businesses showcasing 
40 local and regional artists 
and their exhibits. 

After the event, stick 
around for the first show at 
the newly renovated Nickel 
Plate District AMP at the 
AMP After Dark Concert 
featuring Jennie DeVoe 
from 9 to 11 p.m.

Guests are encouraged 
to download the free Nick-
el Plate District app on the 
App Store or Google Play 
for a digital map and exclu-
sive details during the event. 

Visitors attending the 
event are encouraged to 
share their photos with 
hashtags #FishersArts 

and #AroundFishers for a 
chance to be featured on 
Fishers Parks & Recre-
ation's Facebook and Twit-
ter pages. 

Participating 
businesses and artists

• Another Broken Egg – 
Aimee Bruno, mixed media

• Blue Peppermint – 
Rock band Retro on the 
Rocks and painter Margot 
Bogue

• Carpenter Realtors- 
Metal artist Samuel Bowen

• Central Green (in front 
of City Hall) – Highway 9 
Blues Band

• Citizens State Bank – 
Julie Cranfill, an acrylic art-
ist, and Tomas Howie, who 
does painting, drawing and 
photography

• City Hall – Harp-
ist Megan Biner will play 
during the opening recep-
tion of Art in City Hall fea-
turing the Hamilton County 
Artist Association

• Dottie Couture – Ask-
CheeseWoodworks, featur-

ing handmade woodworking
• The Flats at Switch – 

Fishers Arts Council will 
host jazz guitarist Steve 
Newby and Sun King Brew-
ing beer

• Four Day Ray – The 
Rays, a swing and country 
band, and contemporary and 
abstract artist Ben Jennings 
Design

• Gallery 116 – Acous-
tic guitarist and singer Kolo 
Bell and Julie Strawhacker, 
a mixed media artist, who 
also makes jewelry

• Handels – Artist Craig 
Martin, who painted the 
new Handels mural

• Imavex – The compa-
ny will showcase student 
contest winners

• Ignite Studio – Fishers 
MusicWorks will perform 
and artist Patty Klunzing-
er will do glass-blowing 
demonstrations inside this 
new maker space at Fishers 
Library

• Jeanette Kassebaum, 
Attorney – visual artist Andi 
Overman

• Kelsaw Music – Pi-
ano and guitar students 
from Kelsaw and Micheles 
Studio will perform such 
songs as Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow, You Are My 
Sunshine, Amazing Grace, 
Ribbon In the Sky, Won-
derful World, My Girl, Ode 
to Joy and more. Also, sign 
up to win free 30-minute 
music lessons.

• Lou Vino – Painter 
Shelley Feeney

• Magnolia Bank – Ab-
stract artist Dionne Bales

• Meyer Najem – Guitar 
and vocal duo Graham Case 
and artist Sharon Brooks, 
who does rural/life and 
landscapes

• Pocket Park – Day-
break Jazz Collective

• Pure Eatery – Kyle 

Blodsoe, who plays and 
sings funk, soul, blues and 
rock

• Roman & Leo (and 
Vardagen) – Children’s 
book author and illustrator 
Rachel “SunRai” Sims and 
poet Lylanne Musselman. 
There will be readings every 
15 minutes inside Vardagen

• Sharp Printing – Wa-
tercolor artist Sherry Hal-
tom and artist Shelli Sharp

• Shine Design – Holly 
Forville with Upstairs Ce-
ramics creates functional 
pottery

• Smoothie King – Ham-
ilton Southeastern High 
School student Riley New-
ton will display pet portraits, 
and the business will display 
photography by Fishers 
High School students.

• Source Yoga – Tina 
Mangos will give salsa les-
sons every 30 minutes be-
ginning at 6:15 p.m.

• The Edge electrical 
box (along 116th Street) 
– Painter Jen Byler will 
unveil her new series, 
“Gramma Indiana” by the 
electrical box she painted 
earlier this spring

• The Wine Guy at 
Grapevine Cottage – Pho-
tographers Ann Craig-Cin-
namon and John Cinnamon 
and Resonate150 will per-
form marimba and ham-
mered dulcimer

• Also at look for the 
Fishers High School Drum 
Corp. and magician Antho-
ny Boler, who will be roam-
ing throughout the Nickel 
Plate District.

GriefShare, DivorceCare 
start next month at Noblesville 
First United Methodist Church
The REPORTER

Have you lost a loved 
one or know someone that 
will find it difficult to face 
each day? Noblesville First 
United Methodist Church, 
2051 Monument St., an-
nounces the beginning of 
its next GriefShare sessions 
open to the community. 
The fall GriefShare week-
ly session will meet from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. start-
ing on Thursday, Aug. 9. 
Participants are invited to 
join anytime during the 14 
weeks of meetings. A one-
time registration fee of $20 
is appreciated, but scholar-
ships are available.

GriefShare is a 14-
week non-denominational 
Christ-centered program 
that focuses on grief topics 
associated with the death 
of a loved one. The DVD 
seminar features nationally 
respected grief experts and 
real-life stories of people, 
followed by a small group 

discussion about what was 
seen on the DVD. Daily 
work in the GriefShare 
workbook also helps one 
look thoughtfully at their 
grief experience and helps 
in the healing process.

The GriefShare group 
is led by caring people 
who have experienced 
grief and have successful-
ly rebuilt their lives. They 
understand how you feel 
because they’ve been in 
the same place. They will 
walk with you through 
grief toward healing and 
hope for the future. To find 
out more about GriefShare, 
visit noblesvillefirst.com, 
or contact Carol Miller at 
317-773-2500 or cmiller@
noblesvillefirst.com.

In addition the Nobles-
ville First United Method-
ist Church is offering Di-
vorceCare.

DivorceCare is a helpful 
and encouraging 13-week 
seminar for people work-

ing through a separation or 
divorce. The sessions meet 
in the Parlor from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. starting on Fri-
day, Aug. 10. A one-time 
registration fee of $15 is 
requested, but scholarships 
are available. The Children 
of Divorce Program (thru 
age 10) is available with 
adult registration.

All are welcome to this 
support group which fea-
tures practical suggestions 
and reassurance through 
video interviews with na-
tionally known experts. 
Each session offers a time 
for discussion and shar-
ing during each meeting, 
giving everyone a new 
sense of community and 
support. New participants 
are welcome anytime. For 
more information contact 
Bill Evers at wmevers@
sbcglobal.net or call Car-
ol Miller at 317-773-2500 
or email cmiller@nobles-
villefirst.com.
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Police are seeking the 

public's assistance in track-
ing down a man they said 
robbed a Domino's Pizza 
on Monday night.

It happened just after 9 
p.m. at a location in the 700 
block of East Main Street 
when police said the sus-
pect entered the store with 
a gun and stole an undis-
closed amount of cash from 
the register before leaving. 

The suspect is de-
scribed as being a black 
male in his late teens to ear-
ly 20s standing from 5 feet, 
7 inches to 5 feet, 9 inch-
es. He was wearing a gray 
sweatshirt with the word 
"Indiana" in red letters with 
a black bandana covering 
his face. 

Officials used a K-9 
unit in an attempt to track 
him away from the busi-
ness, but were ultimately 

unsuccessful. 
If you have any infor-

mation on this incident, 

you are urged to call the 
Westfield Police Depart-
ment at 317-804-3200.

4 News

Polkaboy - July 13
Coming up......July 20: ESB • Aug. 3: The Flying Toasters

polkaboy.com

in concert        with nature!

Cool Creek Park - 2000 E. 151st St., Carmel/Westfield • more info at 317-770-4400 or myhamiltoncountyparks.com

Friday 7PM - Gates Open 6PM

Admission: $5      Season Pass: $25     12 & Under: FREE

Meeting Notices

The Hamilton County Election Board will meet at 9 a.m. on Monday, 
July 30, 2018, and at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, July 31, 2018, in the Clerk’s 
Conference Room, Suite 106, in the Hamilton County Government and 
Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton County Square, Noblesville. The purpose of 
the meeting is the presentation of a Noblesville School Board resolution 
and to discuss other new Election Board issues.

The Westfield-Washington Advisory Plan Commission will meet at 7 
p.m. on Monday, July 16, 2018, in the Assembly Room of Westfield City 
Hall, 130 Penn St., Westfield, IN.

The Hamilton County Parks and Recreation board will meet at 6:30 
p.m. on Monday, July 16, 2018, at the Cool Creek Nature Center, 2000-1 
E. 151st St., Carmel, IN.
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Help Westfield find robber 
who stole the dough from 

Domino’s cash register

Carmel Clay Parks seeking 
feedback on Master Plan survey
The REPORTER

If you didn't receive 
a Community Interest 
and Opinion Survey in 
the mail or just ran out of 
time to send it in, Carmel 
Clay Parks is still seeking 
feedback to go along with 

their Live Play Carmel 
Master Plan. Residents can 
click here to submit their 
feedback.

This five-year Master 
Plan includes the vision 
for projects and updates 
expected to be made from 

2020-2024 for the Carmel 
Clay Parks & Recreation 
department. If you're look-
ing to follow along, be 
sure to click here to see 
highlights and key events 
related to the planning 
process.

State gets $54M for housing, 
development, aid to people

WISH-TV | wishtv.com
Two Indiana agen-

cies say they’ve received 
more than $54 million for 
housing, community and 
economic development 
and aid to low- and mod-
erate-income persons and 
special needs populations.

The U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) awarded 
the Indiana Office of Com-
munity and Rural Affairs 
more than $30 million 
in funding for Commu-
nity Development Block 

Grants, an increase of $3 
million from last year. The 
agency distributes CDBG 
funds to rural communities 
to help local governments 
with various community 
projects such as improving 
infrastructure, downtown 
revitalization, improving 
public facilities and eco-
nomic development.

HUD awarded more 
than $23 million to the In-
diana Housing and Com-
munity Development 
Authority to fund various 
housing programs.
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The REPORTER
On Monday, July 9, 

Congresswoman Susan 
W. Brooks (R-Ind.-05) 
joined a bipartisan group 
of members of the House 
Committee on Energy and 
Commerce to tour facilities 
where children and adults 
are detained at the U.S.–
Mexico border.

“Yesterday, I visited a 
number of federal immi-
gration facilities in Texas 
in order to get a first-hand 
look and better under-
standing of our country’s 
immigration process and 
family reunification ef-
forts,” said Brooks. “I was 
encouraged to learn more 
about the procedures in 
place, which provide mi-
grant children and fami-
lies who have come to the 
United States – Mexico 
border with safety, shelter, 
food, medical care, cloth-
ing and other basic neces-
sities as their immigration 
status is pending.”

“I was overwhelmed 
by the number of children 
who have come to our bor-
ders, some with families 
but the large majority are 
unaccompanied children 
under the age of 18,” con-
tinued Brooks. “I remain 
committed to ensuring 
children are reunited with 
their families as quickly 

as possible and will con-
tinue to advocate for an 
immigration system that 
is fair and reflects Amer-
ican values. I appreciate 
the hard work of the De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services Office of 
Refugee Resettlement and 

applaud their compassion 
and diligence in protect-
ing and caring for these 
children and those held in 
their care.”

Background
The Homeland Securi-

ty Act of 2002 established 

a definition of unaccompa-
nied alien children (UAC) 
and divided responsibili-
ties for the processing and 
treatment of UAC between 
the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) and 
the Department of Health 
and Human Services 

(HHS) Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR). The 
law assigned HHS respon-
sibilities including coordi-
nating and implementing 
the care and placement of 
UAC in appropriate custo-
dy, reunifying UAC with 
their parents abroad (if ap-

propriate), maintaining and 
publishing a list of legal 
services available to UAC 
and collecting statistical 
information on UAC. 

C o n g r e s s w o m a n 
Brooks recently joined 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee Republicans to 
send hhs a letter regard-
ing the ORR program and 
the management, treatment 
and reunification of unac-
companied alien children. 
The letter followed the 
adoption of an amendment 
at a #subhealth markup. 
The amendment, which 
passed by a unanimous 
29-0 vote, required weekly 
reports to the committee 
and a formal strategy re-
garding the HHS’ efforts to 
reunite these children with 
their families, in addition 
to addressing challenges 
previously identified by the 
committee. 

Additionally, Brooks 
along with Congressmen 
Fred Upton (R-Mich.) and 
Michael Burgess (R-Tex-
as), led a letter to officials 
at HHS inquiring about, 
and advocating for, in-
novative solutions, spe-
cifically DNA testing, to 
ensure proper swift reuni-
fications for families sep-
arated at the U.S.–Mexico 
border. To read the letter, 
click here.

 News 5

Read it here.
Read it first.

The hamilTon
CounTy RepoRTeR

Thanks for reading
The REPORTER!

HELP WANTED
Sheridan Street Department has an immediate full-time position available.  You 

may pick up a job description and application at the Sheridan Town Hall located 
at 506 South Main Street, Sheridan, IN 46069 or you may mail your Resume to 
the same address.  The deadline to apply is Tuesday, July, 17, 2018 by 4:00 p.m.  
No calls please.

Equal Employment Opportunity Employer
Participates in E-Verify

Photo provided
Congresswoman Brooks speaks during a press conference in Brownsville, Texas, after visiting a facility 
where 1,379 boys between the ages of 11 and 17 are currently living as their immigration status is pending.

Rep. Brooks tours immigration facilities

StatePoint
For Service members 

and their families stationed 
away and U.S. citizens 
living abroad, family and 
friends are vital connec-
tions to life back home. 
During the 2018 midterm 
elections, you can be an 
important source of voting 
information, especially for 
18-24-year-olds voting ab-
sentee for the first time.

An easy way to help 
loved ones in the military 
or abroad to vote absentee 
is by referring them to the 
Federal Voting Assistance 
Program (FVAP), which 
provides tools and resourc-
es to ensure that American 
citizens who want to vote 
can do so from anywhere 
in the world.

Voters can visit FVaP.
gov to find state-by-state 

official registration and 
ballot request deadlines, 
as well as information on 
completing a Federal Post 
Card Application (FPCA), 
which is the registration 
and ballot request form, or 
the Federal Write-In Ab-
sentee Ballot (FWAB), the 
backup ballot. Both forms 
are available at FVaP.gov 
and can be filled out with 
the online assistant or by 
hand.

For additional informa-
tion, visit FVaP.gov, email 
Vote@FVaP.gov or call 
1-800-438-VOTE (8683).

The sooner voters reg-
ister and request their bal-
lots, the greater the likeli-
hood they can successfully 
vote. That’s because ballots 
must be sent back before 
individual state deadlines, 
which vary by state.

How to help military, 
overseas citizens vote 
in midterm elections

https://energycommerce.house.gov/news/press-release/ec-republicans-question-hhs-about-management-treatment-and-reunification-efforts-of-children-in-custody/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news/press-release/ec-republicans-question-hhs-about-management-treatment-and-reunification-efforts-of-children-in-custody/
https://upton.house.gov/uploadedfiles/7-2-18_dna_ltr_orr.pdf
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.Noblesville-Attorney.com
mailto:skjpainting%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.SpeakToDeak.com
http://FVAP.gov
http://FVAP.gov
http://FVAP.gov
http://FVAP.gov
mailto:Vote%40FVAP.gov?subject=
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Paul Poteet . . .
He’s Indiana’s Weatherman!
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TODAY’S BIBLE READING
John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance 
for the remission of sins. And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, 
and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, 
confessing their sins. And John was clothed with camel’s hair, and with a 
girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; And 
preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet 
of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have 
baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

Mark 1:4-8 (KJV)
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James Anthony Morris 
April 5, 1952 – July 10, 2018

James Anthony Morris, 66, Tipton, passed away on Tuesday, July 10, 2018 at St. Vin-
cent Hospital in Indianapolis. He was born on April 5, 1952 to Max 
and Betty (McNally) Morris in Columbus, Ind.

James was a truck driver and a member of Community Fellow-
ship Church in Tipton where he enjoyed singing. He was active in 
Masonic Lodge #226 and loved to golf. James was a kind and sup-
portive man who was always there to help people. Most of all, he 
loved his kids and grandkids.

James is survived by his wife, Lorelei Morris; children, Chase 
Morris, Brittney Dreslinski, Jerred Morris, Emmie Millstead, Steven 
Morris and Joshua Taylor; brothers, Charles (Becky) Morris, Wil-

liam Morris and Steve Morris; sister, Judy (Dave) Fuller; eight grandchildren; several 
nieces and nephews; and his beloved dog, Lacey.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his sister, Norma Jane Pryor; 
brother-in-law, Daniel Gene Pryor; granddaughter, Natalie Dreslinski; and nephew, Mi-
chael Pryor.

Visitation will be from noon to 2 p.m. on Monday, July 16, 2018 at Randall & Roberts 
Funeral Home, 1150 Logan St., Noblesville. Masonic Services will begin at 2 p.m., with 
Funeral Services immediately following. Burial will 
be at Oaklawn Memorial Gardens in Indianapolis.

Memorial contributions may be made to Randall 
& Roberts Funeral Home in memory of James to 
help the family with funeral expenses.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Arrangements
Calling: Noon to 2 p.m., July 16
Service: 2 p.m., July 16
Location: Randall & Roberts Funeral Home
Condolences: randallroberts.com

H. Duane Koon 
December 1, 1937 – July 6, 2018

H. Duane Koon, 80, Carmel, passed away Friday, July 6, 2018. He was born in An-
derson, the son of Hallard Dale and Mary Carolyn Houston Koon. 

Duane married Jeannine Usher in 1959 and embarked on a career 
including naval officer, teacher and pharmaceutical sales.  

In addition to his parents, Duane was preceded in death by his 
daughter, Tammi; sister, Linda and brother, John.

Survivors include his wife, Jeannine; daughters, Juane (Jay) and 
Kenitra (Mark); eight grandchildren; and five siblings.

Family and friends will gather at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 12 
at Carmel Friends Church, where the funeral service will begin at 
noon.

Burial will take place 11 a.m. on Friday, July 13 at 
Grant Memorial Park cemetery, Marion.

Please visit bussellfamilyfunerals.com to read 
Duane’s complete obituary.

Arrangements: Bussell Family Funerals, Carm-
el-Westfield.

Arrangements
Calling: 10 a.m. to Noon, July 12
Service: Noon, July 12
Location: Carmel Friends Church
Condolences: BussellFamilyFunerals.com

http://www.PaulPoteet.com
www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=Daily%20Email%20Subscription
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:RHall1977%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.twitter.com/Richie_Hall
mailto:PublicNotices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:PublicNotices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
www.hersbergerfuneralhome.com
http://www.edwardjones.com/corey-sylvester
https://randallroberts.com/tribute/details/3510/James-Morris/obituary.html#tribute-start
https://www.bussellfamilyfunerals.com/notices/Hallard-Koon
http://www.GatewoodVegetableFarm.com
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By BRITTANY LEWIS
WISH-TV
The former Carmel girls basketball

coach is sharing his side of the story about
his firing.

Tod Windlan was let go in April, in a
move that sparked backlash from some
parents and community members.

To this day, he says he still does not
know exactly why he was fired.

In an interview with News 8, Windlan
detailed his version of the events of the last
few months.

"On March 21st, I had my first face-to-
face meeting with our athletic director Jim
Inskeep and Tom Harmas, concerns about
the program and they said they met with

parents at the time and they're going to do
an investigation into the program about
where it's at, stuff like that," Windlan said.

Windlan said the review into the
program included questions to the players
about whether he had ever used any vulgar-
ity or profanity in a practice or game situa-
tion, did he ever raise his fist or kick
anything in practice.

Windlan said a few weeks after meeting
Inskeep and Harmas, he met with them again
on April 13.

"They went over the paper that was
signed by all three of us stating that I would
be retained," he said.

One week later, he said he received an
email saying he needed to meet with the
interim human resources director.

"We sat down at a table and he basically
said, the executive staff has done a review
of what's been turned into him and they feel

like there needs to be a change in leadership,
in the direction and we're not going to retain
you as our girls basketball coach," Windlan
said.

He said by the time he got back to the
high school from that meeting, an email had
already been sent to parents and players
stating that he would not be retained.

"The players were devastated, my phone
was blowing up with texts, phone calls, my
coaching staff. It was just devastation, it was
just a heartbreaking experience," he said.

Some of the players attended a school
board meeting protesting his firing, others
held rallies. Windlan said he tried to stay out
of the media during it all.

"I was just trying to see what the best
course of action was to help my kids in the
program and the parents who were really
supportive of me and it was very clearly
evident, they were not going to try to be
remotely cooperative in the central office."

He said he requested his personnel file
from the district on June 11, but didn't hear
back for more than two weeks. When he got
a chance to see it, he felt it was incomplete.

"The first page in the file was the termi-
nation from the girls basketball coach and
when you read down, there's nothing on it
but reason for termination: Just cause,"
Windlan said.

He said there were no notes from admin-
istrators or parents, no letters, emails from
parents for or against him and that there
were no verbal or written complaints.

But he believes it was complaints from
parents about lack of playing time for their
child that started this, and that those parents
had been working to get him out. He
believes one of those parents reached out to
a school board member friend.

He said some of the parents collaborated
to make false accusations against him,
including ethnic and racial slurs.

Fishers’ Andy Winings ties for second
The Indiana Open Championship

wrapped up on Wednesday at Prairie View
Golf Club with three Hamilton County
golfers placing in the top 20.

Fishers' Andy Winings was part of a
three-way tie for second, finishing with a
six-under par 210 for the tournament.
Winings shot a two-under 70 for his third
round, including four birdies on the front
nine.

Winings is originally from Franklin, was
a state qualifier out of Brownsburg High
School, and went on to play college golf at
the University of Kentucky, graduating in
2009. He has carved out a solid professional
career, with two top-three finishes on the
Web.com tour, and has earned almost
$190,000 in prize money.

It was a good day for Fishers, as three
players from that city finished in the top 20
and thus are automatically qualified for next
year's Indiana Open.

Eric Steger tied for seventh place,
shooting a four-under 68 in his third round.
That placed him under par for the
tournament, finishing three-under at 213.
Steger made five birdies in his final round.

Steger graduated from Noblesville in
2007, and was a state qualifier for the
Millers. He went on to a successful career
at Ball State University. Steger has been
recently playing on the Web.com tour and
the PGA LatinoAmerica tour, where this
past May he finished tied for second at the
Costa Rica Classic.

Johnny Watts, a recent Ball State
graduate, tied for 11th by shooting a two-
under par 214. Watts, a 2014 graduate of
(and state qualifier from) Hamilton
Southeastern, had three birdies in his third
round.

Michael Sharp of Kendallville won the
tournament, finishing with a seven-under
209. Sharp, who just graduated from
Michigan State, played all three rounds
under par, with his third round a two-under
70. Sharp birdied the 18th hole to clinch the
win.

Here is a list of Hamilton County players
who finished the tournament.

T2. Andy Winings, Fishers, 68-72-
70=210, T7. Eric Steger, Fishers, 71-74-
68=213, T11. Johnny Watts, Fishers,
71-70-73=214, T24. Thomas Lewis,
Westfield, 71-67-79=217, T31. Brad
Gehl, Carmel, 74-71-74=219; Austin
Vukovits, Fishers, 71-71-77=219, T33.

Mike O'Toole, Noblesville, 72-74-
74=220; Michael Asbell, Woodland
Country Club, 73-73-74=220; Jake
Brown, Carmel, 68-75-77=220, T41.
Andrew Lewis, Westfield, 74-76-

72=222; Alan Schulte, Fishers, 75-74-
73=222, T49. Brad Mays, Pebble Brook
GC, 75-74-75=224, T54. Chase Berry,
Carmel, 77-72-77=226; Jonathan
Enfield, Westfield, 74-75-77=226; Jeff

Doty, Carmel, 70-79-77=226; Max
Niehans, Carmel, 76-73-77=226;
Graham McAree, Fishers, 69-77-
80=226.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall

Fishers’ Andy Winings tied for second at the Indiana Open Championship, which finished Wednesday at Prairie View Golf
Club. Winings went six-under par for the tournament, carding a score of 210.

Former Carmel girls basketball coach speaks about his firing

Windlan

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
http://www.wishtv.com


American League
East     W   L   PCT.   GB
Boston    65   29   .691   -
N.Y. Yankees  60   31   .659   3.5
Tampa Bay   48   44   .522   16.0
Toronto    42   49   .462   21.5
Baltimore   26   67   .280   38.5
Central    W   L   PCT.   GB
Cleveland   50   41   .549   -
Minnesota   41   49   .456   8.5
Detroit     40   55   .421   12.0
Chi. White Sox  31   61   .337   19.5
Kansas City  26   66   .283   24.5
West     W   L   PCT.   GB
Houston    62   33   .653   -
Seattle    58   35   .624   3.0
Oakland    52   41   .559   9.0
L.A. Angels   47   46   .505   13.5
Texas    40   54   .426   21.5

National League
East     W   L   PCT.   GB
Atlanta    51   40   .560   -
Philadelphia  51   40   .560   -
Washington  46   46   .500   5.5
N.Y. Mets   37   53   .411   13.5
Miami    39   56   .411   14.0
Central    W   L   PCT.   GB
Milwaukee   55   38   .591   -
Chi. Cubs   52   38   .578   1.5
St. Louis   47   44   .516   7.0
Pittsburgh   43   49   .467   11.5
Cincinnati   41   52   .441   14.0
West     W   L   PCT.   GB
Arizona    51   42   .548   -
L.A. Dodgers  50   42   .543   0.5
San Francisco  49   46   .516   3.0
Colorado   47   45   .511   3.5
San Diego   40   55   .421   12.0

MLB standings
Wednesday’s scores
Tampa Bay 4, Detroit 2

Pittsburgh 2, Washington 0
Minnesota 8, Kansas City 5

San Francisco 5, Chicago Cubs 4, 13 innings
N.Y. Yankees 9, Baltimore 0
Cleveland 19, Cincinnati 4

Miami 5, Milwaukee 4, 12 innings

N.Y. Mets 3, Philadelphia 0, 10 innings
Boston 4, Texas 2

Atlanta 9, Toronto 5
Oakland 8, Houston 3

Chicago White Sox 4, St. Louis 0
Colorado 19, Arizona 2
Seattle 3, L.A. Angels 0

L.A. Dodgers 4, San Diego 2

Sports8

He said one of the accusations had to do
with a nickname he had given a player.

"I called her the 'Nigerian Nightmare,'
you were a nightmare tonight, you had like
36, you're the Nigerian Nightmare, she loved
it, she absolutely loved it. She came back to
my office crying that they had said this,"
Windlan said.

"The other kid would do dreads one
day,  two weeks later  she had pigtails, her
running joke with me was how long in

practice before he notices my new hair,"
Windlan said, describing what he would say
to the player, "You got one poof in, you got
two poofs today."

He said she would respond with, "You
got a Pee-wee Herman haircut coach."

"So they used that in the thing saying
that I was saying she had cottontails in her
hair, the dad, he was really upset, said this
never happened."

Despite those accusations, Windlan said

he was never told by the district specifically
why he was being fired. He says he saw a
copy of the review that was conducted of the
program, which he said found a large major-
ity of the players were in favor of him.

"The real reason why I was let go, I'd
really like to know that."

News 8 reached out to Carmel Clay
Schools with a number of questions follow-
ing Windlan's interview. There has been no
response.

When Windlan was fired the district sent
out this statement:

“Carmel Clay Schools is committed to
providing high quality opportunities for
students to succeed both in academics and
athletics. We take great pride in ensuring our
teachers and coaches lead by example and
always put what’s best for the student first.
Regarding the girls basketball program,
Carmel Clay Schools employs its head girls’
basketball coach under a year-to-year con-
tract that is reviewed annually. Unlike teach-
ers under contract, there is no expectation
that a coach will be continued in employ-

ment for the next season. After the basket-
ball season ended, Carmel High School
administrators conducted a review of the
program. This review was thorough and
included multiple interviews with student
athletes, members of the coaching staff as
well as parents. The results of this review
were also shared with the interim co-super-
intendents. The review revealed that there
were differences in opinion regarding the
leadership provided by the head basketball
coach. What became clear, however, was
that the players and families involved in the
program had become divided and the
program could be adversely affected by that
division. The administration determined a
change in leadership was necessary. Accord-
ingly, for the overall good of the program,
the administration decided not to bring back
the head girls basketball coach for the 2018-
19 season. Instead, Carmel Clay Schools
will employ a new coach with the intention
of providing a fresh start for the program to
move forward on a unified basis under new
leadership.”

WINDLAN From Page 7

The O’Reilly Handicapped Horseshoe Tournament was
held Saturday in Sheridan.

Phil Kercheval of Sheridan won the tournament, finish-
ing with a score of 604. Kercheval led the pack at the end
of game one, while Michael Milcoff, the winner of the June
tournament, was in second place at 10 points behind the
leader. Sheridan league rookie, Austin Burmeister was in
third place.

After the second game, Milcoff closed in on the leader,
coming within five points. Kyle Wethington of Noblesville
moved into third place, trailing by 10.

The standings for the remainder of the five games stay
the same.   The top finishers were Phil Kercheval 604,
Michael Milcoff 599, and Kyle Wethington 583.

The league will be hosting the Ashpaugh Electric open
tournament August 4th. The tournament will be for anyone
over 18 years of may compete. For information, go
to https://www.facebook.com/groups/386353618382427/?

ref=bookmarks or call 317-867-4467.
 The Sheridan Horseshoe League has started its second

round. Three teams are tied for the lead after the first week.
Next week two of the league leaders, Price Heating and
Deem will battle against each other for the lead.

Second Round  Team Standings
 Won Lost  Points

Price Heating  7  3 1357
JBS United  7 3 1353
Deem    7 3 1348
Traditional Concepts 3  7  1345
Carey on Main  3 7  1326
Ashpaugh Electric 3 7 1318

Individual Leaders
Actual Game  Score
Mike Milcoff  71

Sam Gibbons   66
Don Dwigans  64

Actual Series  Score
Mike Milcoff  199
Greg Emry  173
Sam Gibbons  171

Handicap Game Score
Sam Gibbons  135
Darel McCorkle  126
Mike Milcoff   124

Handicap Series Score
Sam Gibbons  378
Mike Milcoff   358
Michael Milcoff   356

Phil Kercheval wins O’Reilly Handicapped Tournament

http://kentgraham.photoshelter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter/events
https://www.facebook.com/groups/386353618382427/?ref=bookmarks

