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The Sheridan Public Library is partnering up with the Sheridan High School Music Department 
to hold a Holiday Blood Drive from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 27 at the Library. The 
American Red Cross will donate $10 per unit collected if the total goes over 30 units for the drive. All 
donated funds will be given to the Music program at the school to support their activities. Pictured 
above is Library Director Steve Martin encouraging the members of the Sheridan community to 
give the gift of life to someone whose life may depend on your gift. Please join them and give the 
gift of life and help support the musicians at the school. At least 30 units need to be collected.

Sheridan holiday blood drive

Kaye’s Beauty College closes
The REPORTER

Noblesville based 
Kaye’s Beauty Col-
lege has announced they 
have permanently closed 
their doors.

A statement issued 
Thursday by Kaye’s on 
Facebook said:

“We have an announce-
ment on behalf of the 
owners of Kaye's Beauty 
College. After 44 years 
of providing cosmetology 
educations to thousands of 
students we are heart sick 
and heartbroken to say that 
as of yesterday, December 

20, 2017 the school will be 
permanently closed. Tran-
scripts will be mailed to 
all students. You will need 
those if you want credit 
for your hours, exams and 
practical work at another 
school. We are so sorry we 
were unable to keep this 

from happening. We wish 
you the best of futures.”

The announcement has 
current students wondering 
where they will continue 
their education and what 
will happen to tuition mon-
ey and student loans paid  
to Kaye’s.

Political correctness 
to color history?

A Christmas 
“come apart”

I'll be home 
for Christmas 
. . . if I make 
my connection 
in Atlanta with 
only a 45 minute 
lay-over. Yikes!

I'm in sun-
ny Tampa as I 
write this, just 
two days before 
Christmas. This will be the 
first time since I became a 
mother that my kids won't 
be together for Christmas 
with my mother. Emi-
ly and family in Tampa. 
Brandon and family in 
Noblesville. My moth-
er, still on 12th Street, 
since 1952.

And yes, I anticipate 
a "come apart". But it's 
okay. It's what happens 
when love spills from 
your heart.

A "come apart" has 
many definitions. At 
Christmas time it is when 
the love I have for fam-
ily and friends collides 
with the memories of 
yesteryears. It is when 
the voices from empty 
chairs are heard over the 

clamor of chil-
dren who never 
heard them.

A "come 
apart" comes out 
of nowhere and I 
cannot hold back 
the tears . . .

During the 
lighting of can-
dles as I sing 

Silent Night on Christmas 
Eve. I look around at my 
family and I am reminded 
just how blessed a woman 
I am.

When shopping and 
I see a gift that my dad 
would love, only he's not 
here to receive it. 

When I explain to a 
grandchild, who never 
knew their Pop Pop, the 
reason Redbirds are scat-
tered amongst the Christ-
mas decorations.

When I wave goodbye 
and blow a kiss to my hus-
band as he drops me off at 
the airport on Christmas 
Day. He will be home in 
Indiana in a few days. I 
realize how much my life 

JANET HART LEONARD

From the Heart

The recent 
hysterical de-
mands for polit-
ical correctness 
in dealing with 
our nation's his-
torical figures is 
getting close to 
home. Neigh-
boring Madison 
County has now 
succumbed to this righ-
teous indignation by giving 
up plans for a statute of for-
mer President James Mad-
ison for whom that county 
is named.

Never mind that Mad-
ison was instrumental is 
getting our Constitution 
adopted and responsible 
for composing the Bill of 
Rights. The current prob-
lem for Madison, 200 years 
after the fact, is that he was 
a slave owner.

The political correct-
ness craze also demands 
men from history who en-
gaged in brutality to Amer-
ican Indians, disloyalty to 
their wives or were insensi-
tive to industrial employees 

should be dishon-
ored generations 
after their mis-
deeds. Never 
mind that they 
may have con-
tributed greatly 
to our current 
way of life.

If we pursue 
this line of revi-

sionist thinking further we 
find examples right here in 
Hamilton County.

William Conner was 
complicit in removing the 
Indians, including his own 
wife, from central Indiana.

General Phil Sheri-
dan, for whom Sheridan is 
named, thought the only 
good Indian was a dead In-
dian.

And Cicero, the ancient 
Roman politician, was a 
slave owner. (The town, 
however, was probably 
named for a local boy who 
perhaps had the fortune or 
misfortune of being named 
for the martyred Roman.)

FRED SWIFT

The County Line

The REPORTER
With the forecast calling for 

two to four inches of snow on 
Christmas Eve, this is a good time 
to remember some basic safety 
tips for driving on snow and ice 
covered roads.

• Reduce speed. Many crash-
es occur simply due to driving too 
fast for weather conditions. There 
is no designated "safe" speed so 
drivers must exercise caution based on con-
ditions. The safe speed may be well below 
the posted maximum speed limit.

• Conditions may deteriorate rapidly 

and may be change due to traf-
fic patterns, available sunlight or 
snow treatment on pavement, or 
other factors. Don’t be lulled into 
thinking that easy driving in one 
location means the same every-
where. The same road may sud-
denly become hazardous a short 
distance away.

• Leave extra room be-
tween vehicles. This is true 

both while traveling and while stopped 
at lights or signs. Normal following dis-
tances should be increased to eight to 10 
seconds minimum.

• Accelerate and brake slowly. Sudden 
moves create problems on snow and ice.

• Keep all windows clear of debris. 
Don't start driving until all windows are 
clear of ice, snow and frost.

• Minimize distractions. Even more 
than on nice days, keep eyes on the road 
and attention on driving. Put away phones 
and other distractions.

• Use your lights even during daylight 
hours. This is not so much for you to see but 
to assist others with seeing you. Make sure 
to clear lights of snow and ice.

• Keep vehicles maintained. Check tire 
pressure, fill washer fluid, replace wind-

shield wipers, keep gas tank at least half full 
and have general maintenance performed.

• Have an emergency kit in each vehi-
cle. Suggested items include a blanket or 
extra clothes, flashlight, water, snacks and 
a fully charged cell phone. For more ideas 
visit secure.in.gov/dhs/3549.htm.

Throughout the winter season, call 
Hamilton County Public Safety Commu-
nications at 317-773-1282 in case of a 
slide-off or crash, or 911 for an emergency. 
Emergency officials continually monitor 
road conditions around the county and will 
announce any travel advisories here and 
through other media outlets.

sheriff Bowen

Winter driving safety: reduce speed, increase distance, eliminate distractions, use extra caution

By LARRY LANNAN
LarryInFishers.com

Motorists trav-
eling along Allison-
ville Road near 106th 
Street should be on 
the lookout for low-
er speed limits when 
construction crews 

are doing their work. The normal 
speed limit along that stretch of road is 
40 miles per hour.

The Fishers Board of Public Works 
and Safety acted Thursday morning to 
allow a lower speed limit of 25 miles 
per hour in that area when construc-

tion is underway. The construction is 
related to a sewer project that has al-
ready started, and the 25 miles per hour 
speed limit in constructions areas will 
continue until the work is complete.

In other board of works actions:
• The city approved changes in stop 

and yield signs, as well as speed limits. 
The speed limit listing is in the Britton 
Falls area. You can view the entire list 
at this link.

• OurHealth will be replacing 
QuadMed as the provider for the city 
employee health clinic and will begin 
occupying QuadMed’s space in the 
Meyer-Najem building after Jan. 1.  
Other OurHealth clinic’s in the Indi-

anapolis area will also be available to 
city staff members. The new contact 
spans a three-year period.

• The board approved a new contract 
for janitor services in city structures, ex-
panding the scope of cleaning services.

• A&F Engineering will continue 
to provide on-call engineering services 
to the city.

• A not-to-exceed $2.69 million 
bid was accepted for construction of a 
roundabout at 136th Street and South-
eastern Parkway, near St. Vincent’s 
Hospital. The bid was awarded to the 
contractor Crider and Crider. Con-
struction on the roundabout is sched-
uled to begin this spring or summer.

Watch for lower speed limits at 106th Street, 
Allisonville Road construction sites
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TTL, registration, options, and dealer fees extra. Offers end 1/2/18. 
Excludes Hybrid models. See dealer for details. With approved credit through 
Volkswagen Credit. Security deposit waived. 10,000 miles per year.

TTL, registration, options, and dealer fees extra. Offers end 1/2/18. Excludes 
Hybrid models. See dealer for details. With approved credit through Volkswagen Credit. 
Valid on lease for Jetta models. Security deposit waived. 10,000 miles per year.

Valid on any repair $100 or more - max value $100. Redeemable 
only at Tom Wood VW of Noblesville. Offer ends 1/31/18.

2018 Volkswagen

Tiguan S 2.0T FWD

2018 Volkswagen

Jetta S Automatic

ON ANY REPAIR

Spend and Save 10%

 36-month lease from

$289/mo

 36-month lease from

$219/mo
ZERO DOWN! ZERO DUE AT SIGNING!ZERO DOWN! ZERO DUE AT SIGNING!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
FROM OUR VOLKSWAGEN OF NOBLESVILLE TEAM

14701 Tom Wood Way
Noblesville, IN 46060

37

69

465

 COME SEE OUR BRAND NEW, STATE OF THE ART FACILITY IN

NOBLESVILLE!

317.853.4552  |  TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

NEW INVENTORY PRE-OWNED INVENTORY SCHEDULE SERVICE

SHOP NOWSHOP NOW

ON 2018 
MODELS

Thanks for reading!

Fishers approves 
special zoning for 

empty grocery stores
By LARRY LANNAN
LarryInFishers.com

The Fishers City Coun-
cil voted to allow special 
zoning for empty grocery 
stores, including two va-
cant Marsh stores and a 
Kroger to be vacated. The 

zoning provision means 
these vacant spaces may 
only be used as groceries.

Deputy Mayor Leah 
McGrath said this provi-
sion will allow develop-
ment other than a grocery 
on a case-by-case basis. 
She said residents in the 

impacted areas favor this 
action, while the property 
owners of the vacant spac-
es do not.

The vote was 8-1, 
with Councilman Rich 
Block casting the no vote 
out of concern for the 
property owners.

has changed in the past 
five years and the feelings 
tip over my tear bucket. 
God gave me the desire of 
my heart when he brought 
Chuck Leonard into 
my life.

I walk by the boxes of 
chocolate covered cherries 
in the aisle at CVS and I 
remember how my dad 
would always have a box 
wrapped under the tree 
and the card said "To Bug, 
Love, Dad." The tears 

trickle down my cheek as 
I smile. The tears are salty 
but oh so sweet.

As I wrap each gift 
I wonder if my family 
knows how much love is 
inside. It's not just about 
the gift but the time and 
thought that goes into 
each one of them. I pray 
they know.

I want my family to 
know, long after I am the 
voice from the empty chair 
. . . that they were loved.

Memories and love. 
It's what Christmas is all 
about. Yes, they may bring 
about a "come apart" but 
it's a good thing.

And so, as I pray that 
I make my connection in 
Atlanta this woman also 
prays you all feel the love 
that will cause a "come 
apart" or two on Christ-
mas.

I'll be home for Christ-
mas . . . always, in my 
memories.

Apart
from Page 1

Political
from Page 1

In addition, Washington, 
Jackson and Clay townships 
are named for slave owners.

And, then there's the 
question of whether the 
Strawtown monument to 
Chief Straw is an honor or a 
political no-no.

Should we discred-

it these men by changing 
the names of communities 
or removing monuments 
because of things they did 
many years ago, deeds that 
are now regarded as dishon-
orable?

Of course not. They 
made history for vastly dif-

ferent and more honorable 
pursuits and should continue 
to be remembered for them.

And, thank goodness 
nobody will be after us to 
remove the portrait of Alex-
ander Hamilton's from the 
courthouse. He was not a 
slave owner.

Visit us online for more local news and sports!

http://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/new-lease-and-finance-specials-in-noblesville-in.htm
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http://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/new-inventory/index.htm?search=&year=2018&model=Jetta&saveFacetState=true&lastFacetInteracted=inventory-listing1-facet-anchor-model-2
http://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/service/schedule-appointment.htm
http://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/dealership/directions.htm
www.bragginsurance.com
http://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/new-inventory/index.htm?search=&year=2018&model=Tiguan&saveFacetState=true&lastFacetInteracted=inventory-listing1-facet-anchor-model-4
http://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/new-inventory/index.htm
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/used-inventory/index.htm
http://www.tomwoodvolkswagennoblesville.com/service/schedule-appointment.htm
http://LarryInFishers.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
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Reporter rewrites roundabout record
In November 

Oran Sands set the 
world’s record for 
most roundabouts 
driven in one day. 
He did this by 
driving all 112 of 
Carmel’s round-
abouts. Congratu-
lations, Oran. But 
of course, setting 
a record tempts others to 
break it. 

I packed my good 
friends Paul Poteet and 
Isaac Taylor into my little 
SUV and drove 112 Carm-
el roundabouts plus several 
in Westfield. 

With the sponsorship of 
Bill Clifford for Sheriff of 
Hamilton County and Chris-
tina (Chris) Miller for Jack-
son Township Trustee, Paul, 
Isaac and I set off to drive 
more roundabouts than any-
one else in the world!

Isaac set a lofty goal 
of 157, because it is a 
prime number and I adore 
primes. I had hoped to get 
to 139, then jump out of the 
truck and shout, “Happy 
Prime!” 139 is both a hap-

py number and 
a prime number. 
We learned a lot 
about one another 
on this trip, and 
one of the things 
we all learned 
is that I am a 
numbers nerd.

But alas, 
Paul’s life does 

not in fact revolve around 
record attempts and he had 
another appointment which 
cut our trip short. At 133 
roundabouts (neither happy 
nor prime), if the good folks 
at Guinness World Records 
accept our evidence, we 
may find that we have offi-
cially driven more than any-
one else.

At least until some-
one else decides this is a 
good idea.

Let me assure you: it’s 
not a good idea.

We decided it would be 
best to drive each round-
about a minimum of 360 
degrees to have officially 
driven the entire intersec-
tion. The human body did 
not evolve under that kind 

of repeated exposure to 
one-directional inertia.

So many left turns.
The good news for you 

is that you don’t need to 
drive over four hours to en-
joy the humor and suffering 
of a world record attempt. 
You can just watch our vid-
eo on Facebook.com/ham-
iltonCountyreporter or on 
our website, readThere-
porter.com. 

You’ll find our route, 
our maps – including two 
roundabouts not listed either 
on Google or City of Carm-
el maps – and even the song 
list that helped add a little 
humor to the trip.

Laugh. Like. Share. 
Comment. That’s what so-
cial media is all about.

Dear City of Carmel, 
Isaac, Paul and I would like 
you to apply to Guinness 
as the city with the most 
roundabouts on Earth. We 
are confident you own that.

By the way, this col-
umn is exactly 409 words 
long, which is both prime 
and happy. 

Google it!

STU CLAMPITT

Chasing Wisdom

Op-Ed: Department of Child Services and budget jeopardy
By KAREN TALLIAN 
State Senator (D-Portage)

Answer: $24 million 
dollars.

Question: What is the 
cost of the additional cor-
porate tax cut for Indiana in 
the year 2018?

Unfortunately, Jeop-
ardy! is not just a game. 

It is also the state of being 
for Indiana's current bud-
get. As a reminder, under 
Governor Mike Pence, two 
separate tax rate cuts were 
enacted, the first in 2013 
and the second in 2014. 
These provided for incre-
mental cuts for corporations 
continuing through 2023. 
Meaning that more are 

still scheduled.
The cost for 2018 is $24 

million dollars; the total cost 
over 10 years is just over 
$2.1 billion. And let's not 
forget: although a tax cut 
may be a loss on the revenue 
side of the budget, it is still 
a "spend" when we think of 
policy priorities.

Recent news has high-

lighted the troubles that In-
diana is having with the De-
partment of Child Services. 
The Indiana legislature has 
driven extra dollars into the 
DCS budget for new case-
workers, but we still have 
only two of 19 regions in 
compliance with state statu-
tory requirements. Indiana's 
children are the victims 

here, and as a member of 
the State Budget Commit-
tee, I have called on DCS 
and the Budget Agency to 
explain what is going on.

Where could we spend 
24 million dollars? Let's 
ask former DCS chief Mary 
Beth Bonaventura.

Sen. Tallian represents 
Senate District 4 which 

encompasses portions of 
northern Porter Coun-
ty as well as portions of 
Michigan, Coolspring and 
New Durham townships in 
LaPorte County. For more 
information on Sen. Tallian, 
her legislative agenda or 
other State Senate business 
call 1-800-382-9467 or 
visit IN.gov/s4.

Reporter photo
(From left) Isaac Taylor, Christina (Chris) Miller, Stu Clampitt and Paul 
Poteet pose for the Reporter’s camera just before Taylor, Clampitt and Poteet 
attempt to set a world’s record.

http://Facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://Facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://ReadTheReporter.com
http://ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:Bill%40CliffordForSheriff.com?subject=
http://IN.gov/s4
http://www.sandersglen.com/
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Indiana’s unemployment rate 

stands at 3.7 percent for November 
and remains lower than the national 
rate of 4.1 percent. With the excep-
tion of one month when it was equal 
(October 2014), Indiana's unemploy-
ment rate now has been below the 
U.S. rate for more than four years.

The monthly unemployment 
rate is a U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics (BLS) indicator that reflects 
the number of unemployed people 
seeking employment within the pri-
or four weeks as a percentage of the 
labor force.

Indiana’s labor force had a net 
decrease of 15,398 over the previous 
month, which was a result of 5,516 
unemployed residents no longer 
seeking employment and a 9,882 de-
crease in residents employed within 
the past four weeks. Indiana's total 
labor force stands at 3.32 million, and 
the state’s 63.9 percent labor force 
participation rate remains above the 
national rate of 62.7 percent.

In addition, Indiana's initial and 
ongoing unemployment insurance 

claims are at historical lows.
Employment by Sector
Private sector employment has 

grown by more than 13,700 over 
the year, and has decreased by 4,200 
over the previous month, primarily 
due to losses in the Trade, Trans-
portation and Utilities (-2,900) and 
the Leisure and Hospitality (-2,500) 
sectors. Losses were partially offset 
by a gain in the Construction (4,900) 
sector. Total private employment 
stands at 2,690,600 and is 13,700 

above the November 2016 peak.
Editor’s Notes

Data are sourced from No-
vember Current Employment 
Statistics, Local Area Unemploy-
ment Statistics – U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.

November employment 
data for Indiana Counties, Cit-
ies and MSAs will be available 
at noon (EST) Wednesday, Dec. 
27 pending U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics validation.

4 News

Indiana’s unemployment 
rate drops to 3.7 percent

Graphic provided
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“Black hoosiers: Un-

told Tales” is a new collec-
tion of live museum theater 
performances that celebrates 
the work of African-Ameri-
can playwrights. Performanc-
es will take place from 7 to 9 
p.m. on Feb. 3, 10, 17 and 24, 
2018, in the Lilly Theatre at 
Conner Prairie, 13400 Alli-
sonville Road, Fishers.

Each evening will be-
gin with “Rhodes Family 
Incident,” a 30-minute play 
written by Crystal V. Rhodes 
and in collaboration with As-
ante Children’s Theatre, that 
tells the story of two con-
temporary college students 
who grew up in Westfield 
and discover a historical ra-
cial incident that challenges 
their notions of identity and 
their hometown.

Monologues sharing the 
lives and contributions of 
prominent Hoosier African 
Americans will then be per-
formed, including Lillian 
Thomas Fox of Indianapolis, 

a journalist and civic leader; 
Dr. Martin Jenkins of Terre 
Haute, who pioneered re-
search into black children 
of superior intelligence; and 
Willa Brown of Terre Haute, 
the first African-American 
woman to earn a pilot's and 
commercial flying license.

Following will be di-
alogue with the audience 
about issues of race, history 
and identity, facilitated by 
Ernest Disney-Britton of the 
Arts Council of Indianapolis 
and Tamara Winfrey-Harris 
of the Central Indiana Com-
munity Foundation.

Tickets for “Black Hoo-
siers: Untold Tales,” a col-
laborative project between 
Conner Prairie and Asante 
Children’s Theatre and fund-
ed by the Christel DeHaan 
Family Foundation and Indi-
ana Arts Commission, are $6 
for the general public and $5 
for museum members. Tick-
ets may be purchased prior 
to each show or in advance 
online at connerprairie.org.

Black Hoosiers: 
Untold Tales

The REPORTER
This week in Hoosier 

History Highlights for the 
week of Dec. 24:

1816 – Governor Jon-
athan Jennings appointed 
John Johnson to be Chief 
Justice of the Indiana Su-
preme Court. He and Jus-
tices James Scott and Jes-
se L. Holman held their 
first session in May of 
1817. Johnson died during 
the court's first recess be-
fore any major decisions 
were made.

1848 – Paris Dunning 
became the ninth gov-
ernor of Indiana when 
James Whitcomb resigned 
the office to go to the Unit-
ed States Senate. Dunning 
is the only person in state 
history to hold the offic-
es of governor, lieutenant 
governor, state sena-
tor, president pro-tem-
pore of the senate and 
state representative. 

1880 – Johnny Gru-
elle was born in Arcola, 
Ill. His family moved to 
Indianapolis, where John-
ny became an illustrator 

for a newspaper. Perhaps 
influenced by his friend 
and neighbor James Whit-
comb Riley, Johnny creat-
ed a character named Rag-
gedy Ann. She appeared 
in his stories and inspired 
a rag doll which has been 
a favorite of children for 
nearly 100 years. 

1903 – The first board 
was elected for the In-
diana High School Ath-
letic Association (IH-
SAA). Within one year, 
71 schools had joined 
the organization. To-
day there are over 400 
member schools. 

1934 – The Porter 
County Courthouse in 
Valparaiso was severe-
ly damaged by fire. As 
flames rose through the 

168-foot tall tower, city 
firemen fought the blaze 
in subzero temperatures. 
They were assisted by fire 
departments from Gary 
and La Porte. The build-
ing was repaired, but the 
tower was not restored.

1960 – The Ben Davis 
High School band pre-
sented a concert on Monu-
ment Circle to raise funds 
to go to Washington, D.C., 
to march in the inaugural 
parade for President John 
F. Kennedy. The goal was 
met and the musicians 
traveled to the nation's 
capital. The Indianapo-
lis Star reported that the 
band "smartly uniformed 
in purple and white" was 
a hit with the crowd on 
inauguration day.

What year was the IHSAA formed?

http://www.SpeakToDeak.com
www.wandalyons.com
http://www.FiveStarSeniorLiving.com
http://www.connerprairie.org/things-to-do/events/plays/black-hoosiers-untold-tales
http://www.connerprairie.org/things-to-do/events/plays/black-hoosiers-untold-tales
http://connerprairie.org
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TODAY’S BIBLE VERSE
Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them 
from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than 
having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. And if thine eye 
offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter 
into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.

Matthew 18:8-9 (KJV)

The REPORTER
Join Turkey Run State 

Park Jan. 26 to 28 for a 
weekend all about bald ea-
gles and other birds.

Activities include live 
birds of prey programs, 
eagle viewing tours, owl 
prowl night hikes and 
songbird banding led by 
a researcher. There will be 
children’s activities, too.

A silent and live auc-

tion will be held by the 
Friends of Turkey Run 
and Shades State Park. All 
proceeds go toward those 
two parks.

Overnight lodging 
is available at the Tur-
key Run Inn. Contact the 
Reservation Center at 
1-877-LODGES1 or In-
dianaInns.com, and use 
Group Code EAGL18.

The program fee for 

the whole weekend is $15 
for ages 14 and older, $10 
for ages four to 13, and 
free for ages under four.

Standard park entrance 
fees of $7 per in-state ve-
hicle and $9 per out-of-
state vehicle may apply.

Turkey Run State Park 
(stateparks.IN.gov/2964.
htm) is at 8121 E. Park 
Road, Marshall, IN  
47859.

Eagles in Flight Weekend coming to 
Turkey Run State Park next month

Fishers road construction 
updates for the week of Dec. 25

Knobstone Trail gets new southern 
trailhead at Deam Lake SRA

Gamebirds, songbirds initiative gets $1M

The REPORTER
131st Street

There will be periodic 
lane restrictions at the in-
tersection of 131st Street 
and Cumberland Road 
while utility relocation work 
is completed.

126th Street
Motorists should be 

advised that the new traf-
fic signal at 126th Street 
and Hoosier Road is 
now complete.

Interstate 69
Milestone Contractors 

has opened additional travel 
lanes on Interstate 69 be-
tween State Road 37 Exit 
205 and State Road 38 Exit 
219. I-69 is open to three 
lanes in each direction on 
the heavily traveled stretch 
of interstate.

As part of a $92 mil-
lion design-build contract, 
Milestone has added a third 
lane in each direction to the 

median, repaired and resur-
faced existing pavement, 
and rehabilitated bridges 
and drainage structures on 
15 miles of I-69 in Hamil-
ton and Madison counties. 
Construction of an addition-
al auxiliary lane between 
the 116th Street entrance 
ramp to I-69 South and the 
I-69 South Exit 204 ramp to 
106th Street will continue 
through next spring.

I-69 South will be tem-
porarily reduced to two 
lanes to allow space for the 
State Road 37 and 116th 
Street entrance ramps to 
safely merge while con-
struction continues on the 
southbound auxiliary lane 
between the 116th Street 
and 106th Street ramps.

Crews closed lanes on 
I-69 South and State Road 
37 South beginning Dec. 
8 to modify pavement 
markings in the area to es-
tablish this winter traffic 
pattern. Questions about 

this project should be di-
rected to INDOT at east-
centralin@indot.in.gov or 
1-855-463-6848.

State Road 37
The Meeting Presenta-

tion from the Dec. 11 State 
Road 37 Project Public 
Meeting, along with addi-
tional information about the 
project, is available here.

The State Road 37 
improvement project is a 
$124 million joint project 
between Fishers, Hamilton 
County, Noblesville and IN-
DOT. Questions or concerns 
may be directed to drive-
fishers@fishers.in.us.

Outside of Fishers
Cyntheanne Road be-

tween 146th and 156th 
streets will be closed through 
the end of December to re-
place the bridge over Keiser 
Drain. Please contact Ham-
ilton County Highway De-
partment at 317-773-7770 
with any questions.

The REPORTER
Hikers will now be 

able to access the 58-mile 
Knobstone Trail in south-
ern Indiana from a new, 
permanent trailhead inside 
Deam Lake State Recre-
ation Area.

The new trailhead is at 
the parking lot for the Buz-
zard Roost shelter house, 
just west of the Deam Lake 
dam. It replaces a tempo-
rary trailhead previously 
located east of the dam on 
Wilson Switch Road.

The Knobstone, aka 
KT, is Indiana’s longest 
footpath. It winds through 
working forests, nature pre-
serves, and fish, wildlife 
and state recreation areas. 
Managed by the DNR Di-
vision of Forestry, the trail 
runs from Jackson-Wash-
ington State Forest and 
Delaney Park near Salem, 

in the north, through Elk 
Creek Fish and Wildlife 
Area and Clark State Forest 
properties, to Deam Lake 
near Borden, in the south.

The new trailhead will 
act as the “southern gate” 
to the KT, according to 
Deam Lake SRA assis-
tant property manager 
Derek Spanton.

“Improved signage 
makes the trailhead easier 
to locate,” Spanton said. 
“Hikers will also appre-
ciate the paved parking 
area that will be monitored 
by security.”

The new location will 
also make it easier for hik-
ers to explore the rest of 
Deam Lake SRA. In addi-
tion to the trail, the property 
offers camping, a swim-
ming beach, row-boat rent-
al, boating access, fishing, 
and access to many other 

hiking and horse trails.
Many people and sever-

al organizations, including 
the Knobstone Hiking Trail 
Association, volunteered 
labor to help build the trail-
head and maintain the trail. 

“We’d like to extend our 
gratitude to everyone who 
offered their time and talent 
to make this new trailhead 
possible,” Spanton said.

Knobstone Trail maps 
are available for pur-
chase at Deam Lake SRA, 
Clark State Forest, Jack-
son-Washington State For-
est, Starve Hollow SRA 
and at Delaney Park. Maps 
can also be purchased at 
the DNR customer ser-
vice center by calling 
(317) 232-4200. 

For Knobstone Trail 
updates and other useful 
information, visit dnr.IN-
.gov/forestry/4224.htm.

The REPORTER
The DNR Division of 

Fish & Wildlife has landed 
funding that will contrib-
ute to a new grassland and 
pollinator habitat devel-
opment program that will 
benefit private landowners.

The “Grasslands for 
Gamebirds & Songbirds” 
initiative, called GGS for 
short, will employ three 
full-time “grassland biol-
ogists” who will provide 
technical and financial 
assistance to private land-
owners hoping to improve 
their properties by devel-
oping grassland and pol-
linator habitat throughout 
focal regions of the state. 
This habitat develop-

ment will benefit species 
such as bobwhite quail, 
ring-necked pheasant, 
Henslow’s sparrow and 
loggerhead shrike.

The Indiana DNR 
was selected for the fund-
ing through the Regional 
Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP), which is 
administered by the Natu-
ral Resource Conservation 
Service. Once implement-
ed, it will total $1 million. 
The total budget of the 
GGS initiative is $1.83 
million. The other funding 
for the initiative has been 
contributed from the initia-
tive’s 33 partners.

“Through the RCPP 
project, Indiana landown-

ers will receive assistance 
to install practices such 
as native grasses, polli-
nators, prescribed burns, 
tree plantings and invasive 
species control that will in-
crease declining bird pop-
ulations,” said Jane Hard-
isty, Indiana NRCS’s state 
conservationist.

If you are a landowner 
interested in participat-
ing in the GGS initiative, 
or if you’d like to sup-
port the effort, please visit 
wildlife.IN.gov/9467.htm. 
For more information, con-
tact Josh Griffin, private 
lands program manager 
with DNR Fish & Wild-
life, at (317) 234-9737 or 
jgriffin@dnr.IN.gov.
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By RICHIE HALL
Reporter Sports Editor
When a basketball team plays a difficult

schedule - and pays for it in the win-loss
record - sometimes the effort that team gives
tends to go unappreciated.

Thankfully, that did not happen to the
Hamilton Heights girls basketball team this
week. The Huskies were 5-5 beginning the
week, but debuted in the ICGSA's Class 3A
poll at No. 10. Heights celebrated Saturday
with a victory at Greenfield-Central; the
Huskies defeated the Cougars 59-35 to
improve their record to 6-5 for the season.

Heights was in control at Greenfield
from the beginning. The Huskies scored the
first eight points of the game, with Kayla
Kirtley hitting a 3-pointer along the way.
Bayleigh Runner also made a '3' late in the
period, and her two foul shots with one
second left in the quarter gave Heights a
19-5 lead.

The Huskies led 33-12 at halftime.
Payton Dissett opened the second period
with a 3-pointer, then freshman Chloee
Thomas made back-to-back layins.

"I was really proud of Chloee and all the
underclassmen, frankly for the minutes they
gave today," said Heights coach Keegan
Cherry.

Runner stepped up again in the later
stages of the second, with another '3' and
two more free throws.

"I thought today was just a matter of, we
guarded again," said Cherry. "That's our
DNA. We were on their sets. We had their
personnel. And the girls executed. It's one
thing to have the best game plan, but it's
another thing for the girls to go out and
execute it. The girls executed defensively,
and we made shots. That always helps when
you're making shots."

The Huskies reached their largest lead
of the game in the third quarter when a
3-pointer by Kirtley put them ahead 45-13.
Earlier, Runner got her third '3' of the game.

The Cougars scored 10 unanswered
points, a run that carried them into the fourth
quarter, to cut Heights' lead to 45-23 with

7:25 to go. Lauryn Wiley ended Greenfield-
Central's run with a layin, and the Huskies
held their lead at around 23 to 28 points for
the remainder of the game. Dissett and
Kirtley both hit 3-pointers in the quarter.

If you're keeping count: Runner and
Kirtley both had three 3s, while Dissett
made two long-range shots. Heights was
8-of-14 from 3-point range.

"But they were wide-open looks," said
Cherry. "Shots that we've got to take and
shots that we've got to make and the girls
shot the ball with confidence and that's
what's supposed to happen. You're supposed
to make them."

Runner finished the game with 16 points,
while Kirtley scored 15. Collar got the job
done inside, with eight points.

"Really proud of them," said Cherry.
"That's one thing we've talked a lot about in
practice is, we're going to need more than
just one girl or two girls if we're going to do
things in the post-season. If we're going to
achieve our goals, we've got to have other
girls step up. It's not just about Kayla. A lot
of teams are going to scout and take her
away, and for good reason. She can stretch
the floor. But other girls, when they're open,
they've got to step up and make shots. Today
I thought we took a step in that direction."

Heights' defense played exceptionally
well, getting 17 steals. Collar had six
takeaways by herself.

Runner and Branham each had solid
games. In addition to being the top scorer,
Runner had five steals, five assists and two
blocked shots. Branham scored six points,
along with four steals, four assists and two
blocks.

"Bayleigh Runner, really proud of her,"
said Cheery. "She oftentimes gets

overlooked, but she makes everything go for
us. Her and Lexi. They're kind of the
generals out there and if not for them,
Kayla's not getting a lot of those looks that
she gets. Bayleigh shot the ball really well
today, too."

Next up for the Huskies is the East
Central Tournament. Heights will play the
host school in its first game, at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday. East Central is a 4A school, the
eighth team in that class that the Huskies
will play this season.

Heights 59,
Greenfield-Central 35

Heights   FG  FT  TP PF
Kayla Kirtley  5-8  2-2  15 2
Ana Collar  4-6  0-0  8 2
Lexi Branham  3-9  0-0  6 2
Lauryn Wiley  2-3  0-0  4 1
Bayleigh Runner 4-6  5-7  16 3
Payton Dissett  2-4  0-0  6 0
Chloee Thomas 2-4  0-0  4 1
Jillian Osswald  0-0  0-0  0 1
Ella Shields  0-1  0-0  0 1
Sierra Hinds  0-1  0-0  0 0
Totals   22-42 8-9  59 13
Score by Quarters
Heights  19 14 12 14 - 59
Greenfield   5   7   9 14 - 35
Heights 3-point shooting (8-14) Kirtley 3-6,
Runner 3-4, Dissett 2-3, Branham 0-1.
Heights rebounds (20) Runner 5, Kirtley 5, Wiley
4, Dissett 2, Osswald 2, Collar 1, Branham 1.

No. 10 Huskies take care of Cougars

Reporter photo by Richie Hall

Hamilton Heights’ Bayleigh Runner (5) prepares to make a basket during the Huskies’ girls basketball game at Greenfield-Central
Saturday afternoon. The Huskies won 59-35. Pictured in the background for Heights (from left) are Kayla Kirtley, Ana Collar
and Lauryn Wiley.

The Hamilton Heights boys basketball
team finished third at the Roncalli
Tournament on Saturday.

The Huskies dropped their semi-final
game to Class 4A No. 5 Floyd Central
75-57. In the third-place game, Heights beat
Franklin County in overtime, 81-75.

Stats from both games were not available
at press time.

In one of the junior varsity games, the
Huskies fell to Floyd Central 53-40. Brent
Pennington led Heights with 11 points,
while Ethan Rodriguez scored eight. The
Huskies JV also played Franklin County,
results from that game were not available.

Heights is now off until Friday, Jan. 5,
when it hosts Northwestern in a Hoosier
Conference game.

Heights boys basketball takes third at Roncalli

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
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Player of the Year
Jocelyn Bruch, Westfield

First Team
Jocelyn Bruch     Westfield   Sophomore
Cailyn Henderson    Westfield   Senior
Morgan Lewis     Fishers    Senior
Gabby Gilrowski    Guerin Catholic  Sophomore
Kennedy Brooker    Fishers    Senior
Nina Hecht      Carmel    Junior
Katie Kuc      Carmel    Freshman
Adrienne Montalone   Westfield   Senior
Angelica Pfefferkorn   Guerin Catholic  Sophomore
Haleigh Gray     Southeastern  Senior
Chelsea Morrow    Southeastern  Junior
Erin Evans      Carmel    Senior
Margaret Wentz    Westfield   Senior
Anna DelPrince     Fishers    Senior
Natalie Shupe     Westfield   Sophomore

Second Team
Libby McGuire     Carmel    Junior
Alex Waples     Carmel    Senior
Sarah Hayes      Noblesville   Senior
Emma Clary      Westfield   Senior
Julia Eaton      Southeastern  Junior
Brooke Gigante     Noblesville   Senior
Mckayla Tallman    Guerin Catholic  Junior
Brooke Wilson     Fishers    Senior
Elizabeth Hedrick    Carmel    Sophomore

Hamilton County Reporter’s 2017
Girls Golf All-County Team

Photo submitted

Westfield sophomore Jocelyn Bruch started the season
by shooting a 62 at the Bloomington South Invitational.
Bruch had consistent scores all season long, finishing
the season with a top 10 result at the IHSAA state finals.

By WHEAT HOTCHKISS
Courtesy nba.com/pacers
Christmas came early for the Pacers fans

in attendance on Saturday night at Bankers
Life Fieldhouse, as Indiana (19-14) held off
the Brooklyn Nets (12-20) for the third time
this season, coming away with a 123-119
overtime victory.

The Pacers led by nine points with 5:54
left in the fourth quarter before Brooklyn
rallied, sending the game to overtime thanks
to three late free throws by Spencer Dinwid-
die after a controversial foul call.

But the Pacers remained positive and
handled their business in the extra period.

Bojan Bogdanovic's 3-pointer with 3:38
left in overtime gave Indiana a 117-114 lead
and the hosts remained in front until
DeMarre Carroll's three with 45.6 seconds
to play tied the game again at 119.

Victor Oladipo drew a foul on the other
end and calmly knocked down both foul
shots to make it 121-119 with 29.8 seconds
remaining.

Dinwiddie then had a chance to win the
game from the left wing, but his shot came
up short. Oladipo secured the rebound and
hit two more free throws in the final second
to put the finishing touches on a 38-point,
six-assist performance.

"It's really the start of a new game, it's
0-0," Oladipo said about the team's attitude
heading into overtime. "You've got to go
out there and play your game. We did a
great job settling down. Getting stops was
huge. We've just got to build on it."

Earlier, Indiana had trailed by as many
as 19 points in the first half before surging

Pacers win in
overtime

www.websterlegal.com
https://www.normanandmillereyecare.com/


Eastern Conference
Atlantic    W   L   PCT.   GB
Boston    27   9   .750   -
Toronto     23   8   .742   1.5
New York   17   15   .531   8.0
Philadelphia  14   18   .438   11.0
Brooklyn   12   20   .375   13.0
Central    W   L   PCT.   GB
Cleveland   24   9   .727   -
Indiana    19   14   .576   5.0
Detroit    18   14   .563   5.5
Milwaukee   17   14   .548   6.0
Chicago    10   22   .313   13.5
Southeast   W   L   PCT.   GB
Washington  18   15   .545   -
Miami    17   16   .515   1.0
Charlotte   12   21   .364   6.0
Orlando    11   23   .324   7.5
Atlanta    8   25   .242   10.0

Western Conference
Northwest   W   L   PCT.   GB
Minnesota   20   13   .606   -
Oklahoma City  18   15   .545   2.0
Denver    18   15   .545   2.0
Portland    17   16   .515   3.0
Utah     15   19   .441   5.5
Pacific    W   L   PCT.   GB
Golden State  26   7   .788   -
L.A. Clippers  13   19   .406   12.5
L.A. Lakers   11   20   .355   14.0
Sacramento  11   21   .344   14.5
Phoenix    12   23   .343   15.0
Southwest   W   L   PCT.   GB
Houston    25   6   .806   -
San Antonio  23   11   .676   3.5
New Orleans  17   16   .515   9.0
Memphis   10   23   .303   16.0
Dallas    9   25   .265   17.5

NBA standings
Saturday’s scores

Toronto 102, Philadelphia 86
Charlotte 111, Milwaukee 106
Indiana 123, Brooklyn 119, OT
Washington 130, Orlando 103

Atlanta 112, Dallas 107
Boston 117, Chicago 92

New Orleans 109, Miami 94
Memphis 115, L.A. Clippers 112

Oklahoma City 103, Utah 89
Denver 96, Golden State 81
Minnesota 115, Phoenix 106
Portland 95, L.A. Lakers 92

San Antonio 108, Sacramento 99

8 Sports

back in signature fashion. The Pacers have
already won four home games this season
in which they trailed by 17 or more points.

"We've still got to get off to better
starts," Pacers center Myles Turner said
after the win. "We're having trouble doing
that, but I like the way that we're respond-
ing."

The Pacers briefly led late in the third
quarter, but moved back in front after a
Lance Stephenson free throw with 8:29
remaining in the contest. Bogdanovic then
knocked down a mid-range jumper and a
3-pointer on consecutive possessions to
give Indiana a six-point lead.

Stephenson then electrified the crowd,
stealing the ball from Carroll, racing down

the floor, and converting a circus shot while
drawing a foul. The crowd erupted as
Stephenson, seated under the basket, stuck
out his tongue, and unleashed his trademark
shimmy move.

The subsequent free throw gave the
hosts a 93-84 lead with 7:14 to play and they
maintained a multiple-possession lead for
the next several minutes. Carroll's 3-pointer
with 54 seconds left made it a 108-106
game, but Darren Collison answered on the
other end, driving by his defender for a
layup with 31.1 seconds to play.

Rondae Hollis-Jefferson's putback then
made it 110-108 with 22.3 seconds remain-
ing. After Turner made one of two free
throws, giving the Nets a chance to tie the
game.

Brooklyn inbounded to Dinwiddie in the
left corner. He rose up for a shot and Cory
Joseph was whistled for a foul on the play
despite not leaving his feet. Joseph's hand
grazed Dinwiddie's arm and after a lengthy
review, the officials confirmed that the Nets
guard was just behind the 3-point line.

Dinwidde made all three foul shots to
tie the game at 111 with 19.9 seconds to
play.

Oladipo had a look from the top of the
arc to win the game at the buzzer, but his
pull-up three hit off the back iron and the
Pacers headed to overtime for the second
time this season.

"I felt like I was open," Oladipo said of
the shot. "I felt like (the defender) was on
his heels a little bit and I just rose up and
shot it with confidence."

It was a rare misstep for the Pacers'
leading scorer, who was 13-for-23 from the
field and 10-for-10 from the free throw line
on the night. The home crowd even sere-
naded him with "MVP" chants down the
stretch as he sealed the win in overtime.

"We tell Vic just to go, man," Turner
said. "He just plays with so much energy,
so much pop. We just let Vic be Vic. It's
great that he's being embraced by these fans
here.

Turner played the Robin to Oladipo's
Batman, racking up 23 points on 8-of-10
shooting (3-of-4 from 3-point range), nine
rebounds, and six blocks.

The Pacers return to action on Tuesday
night, when they visit the Detroit Pistons at
7 p.m. for their final meeting of the regular
season.

Though it will be just a day after Christ-
mas, the contest between the two Central
Division rivals could have major playoff
implications. Indiana needs a win to split
the season series, otherwise the Pistons will
own the head-to-head tiebreaker over
Indiana should the two teams finish the year
with the same record.
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