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Meals on Wheels will survive
By FRED SWIFT
Indianapolis news media reports last
weekend indicating
that Hamilton County
Meals on Wheels was
facing big problems
over federal reductions
in the Community
Block Grant program
will not threaten the
local program. Any
reduction, apparently
about $6,000, hurts but

is not critical to Meals on Wheels' future.
County Director Beth Gehlhausen says
a real challenge is the increasing number of
folks who need financial assistance to pay
for meals. The Meals on Wheels organization has a budget of $466,800 this year.
About half of the clients pay for their meals
at the rate of $7 per day. The other half need
assistance.
The income to fund the budget comes
from several sources including the Central
Indiana Council on Aging, the various
townships
in
the
county,

Medicare/Medicaid, the Block Grant program, individual contributions and others.
Four county hospitals and one health
care center in the county are paid to provide
the food which is then distributed on 17
routes by 420 volunteers. Most clients of
Meals on Wheels get two meals a day, five
days a week. Any county citizen who has
physical or mental difficulty providing for
their own meal preparation is eligible to
participate.
A bigger problem for Hamilton County
non-profit assistance organizations is the

possibility of the elimination of the Community Block Grant program provided by
Congress each year. Hamilton County is
getting $874,000.
The grant program is administered by
the Noblesville Housing Authority. Christopher Allen, director of the authority, said
that he is very concerned about the proposal
to eliminate the program, but it is only a
proposal of the national administration at the
present time. Congress will decide its fate.

The Comeback Kenley, Richardson honor Noblesville Cultural Arts District
By COURTNEY COX COLE
When I left off last week, I told the
story of being on a
painkiller narcotic
(Percocet)
and
quitting it cold
turkey. I had no idea
that it would put me
right into the worst
depression of my
life! I am generally a
very happy person.
How was this happening to me? The
Doctors decided to put me on an
antidepressant which promptly added a
quick 30 pounds to my body.
I thought that if you had cancer, you
lost weight. I had no idea that some of
the drugs that I would have to endure
would have quite the opposite effect. The
good news was that I was healthy
again… The bad news was that I once
again had a weight problem. This is the
second time that this occurred. The first
time was due to my chemotherapy. I was
constantly starving. It took a long time
to work off that weight.
I was thinking, “How could I workout
with a partial lung and a steel arm.” Back
when I was in fantastic shape, I did

Westfield Chamber
offering scholarship
For the twenty-third year, the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce will be presenting a
$1000.00 scholarship to a graduating senior
who resides within Washington Township.
This senior may attend public or private
school or be home-schooled. The chamber’s
2017 scholarship will be given in memory
of Hal Montgomery, a charter board
member of the chamber when it was
incorporated in 1981. Hal was a local
businessman who was a great supporter of
all things Westfield who was lost
unexpectedly in an automobile accident on
January 26.
The chamber is hosting two additional
scholarships of $500.00 each sponsored by
Busby Eye Care and Steve Rupp with The
Zulu Group, P.C., at Keller Williams Realty.
Applications are available for download
from the chamber’s website, the counseling
centers at Westfield High School and Guerin
Catholic High School, and it has been shared
for distribution among Hamilton County’s
homeschool groups. Hard copies of the
application are available at the Westfield

State Sen. Luke Kenley (R-Noblesville)
and State Rep. Kathy Richardson (R-Noblesville) this week honored the Noblesville
Cultural Arts District with Senate Concurrent Resolution 19 on the floor of the Senate
and House of Representatives.
SCR 19 recognizes the value that the
downtown Noblesville Cultural Arts District
brings to the community. The designation
of a “Cultural Arts District” was a culmination of efforts from the Noblesville Arts
Council, which is represented by 19 area
organizations made up of artists, art organizations, city and county government, the
library, local businesses, economic development groups and schools.
“Having a cultural arts district in our city
is a great economic development tool and
improves the quality of life for those who
live here,” Kenley said. “This District
attracts tourists and supports local businesses like lodging, restaurants and retail.
The presence of cultural arts also enhances
property values and improves the area’s tax
Photo provided
base. This designation is a significant step
forward for our community, and I am proud
of our community members who helped On Monday, the Indiana House and Senate passed a resolution recognizing the
City of Noblesville as the latest Indiana Arts Commission's Cultural District. Present
achieve this goal.”
“The arts profoundly impact our lives in at the recognition were (left to right) Paige Sharp, Indiana Arts Commission; Judi
many ways,” Richardson said. “Our commu- Johnson, Economic Development Director; Noblesville Mayor John Ditslear;
nity benefits not only from the diverse Noblesville Common Councilor Greg O’Connor; Alaina Shonkwiler, Assistant
artistic programs and educational opportu- Economic Development Director; Anna Tragesser, Indiana Arts Commission; Miah
nities that the Noblesville Cultural Arts Michaelsen, Indiana Arts Commission.
District offers, but also from the economic
opportunities. Those involved in establishThe pair added that the City of Nobles- Columbus, Lafayette, Madison and Nashing the Noblesville Cultural Arts District ville currently offers more than 300 cultural ville in the Indiana Statewide Cultural Disand everyone dedicated to making it a arts events through various organizations tricts Program.
success deserve recognition for their com- each year.
mitment and vision.”
Noblesville joins Bloomington, Carmel,

Noblesville Nickel Plate Listening Session is tonight
The City of Noblesville announced its
format for Thursday’s Nickel Plate
Listening Session. The session will begin
at 6 p.m. in Council Chambers with an
introduction and brief presentation.
Members of the public will then be invited
to speak. From 7 to 8 p.m., administration
and staff members from various departments

will be available in rooms A213/A214 to
speak with attendees, gather more feedback
and answer questions one-on-one.
Schedule
6 to 7 p.m. – Council Chambers of City
Hall with additional seating available in
Rooms A213/214 where a live video and
audio feed from the chambers will be

available. Please fill out a comment card if
you wish to speak. Any questions will be
held for one-on-one interaction at 7 p.m.
7 to 8 p.m. – Rooms A213/214 with
administration and staff. Cards will be
available for anyone who wishes to submit
questions or feedback in writing for followup from the City via e-mail.

Sheridan heavy trash pickup scheduled for May 15-16
Republic Services and Sheridan have
designated May 15 and 16, 2017 on your
normal trash collection day as a "Spring
Cleaning" event, during which time
households may dispose of an additional
bulky item without additional charge.
Additional heavy/bulky item pickup is
available at an extra $10 fee per item to be
paid by the resident. Please contact us at
least 48 hours prior to your normal pickup
day if you have a heavy or bulky item (i.e.,
household furniture, appliances, bicycles,

etc.) for pickup. A mattress and box spring
is considered one item.
Prior arrangements are required.
Refrigerators, air conditioners, and other
items containing Freon require special
handling and therefore we are unable to take
them. Please call us for suggestions on how
to dispose of these items.
Sorry, we can't take everything. For
safety and health reasons, we cannot pick up
the following items:

Ÿ Demolition, construction, or discarded
building materials, like drywall, roofing,
brick and wood
Ÿ Trees, large tree limbs, or tree stumps
longer than four feet in length (only limbs
cut shorter than four feet and tied and
bundled will be taken)
Ÿ Brush and vegetation from building
contractors, commercial tree trimmers, or
lawn services
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COURTNEY
crossfit on a regular basis. There was no
way that I could do that now… What I
really needed was a “crossfit light” -- similar
ideas but at a slower pace so that I could
participate.
A girl at our office had just worked out
for about 1.5 years at a place called Orange
Theory and had lost 125 pounds. I wonder
if I could do that exercise? I had not
exercised in quite some time as I had surgery
on my arm (and now had a metal arm) and
a chunk of my lung was missing. Prior to
my cancer, I was in unbelievable shape as I
was participating in lots of triathlons and
had just completed my first marathon when
I found out that I had lung cancer.
I was a bit nervous mainly because I did
not know how my body would respond. I
am not anywhere close to the athlete that I
used to be; however, I am now a regular at
Orange Theory as I work out 4-5 times per
week. I started right around Christmas and
have been religious in getting back into
“shape."
It is not easy as I sometimes struggle to
breathe. Sometimes I wish that everyone at
Orange Theory had to wear a snorkel and
exercise -- then they would know how I felt.
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Furthermore, I have a “steel arm." They put
a rod through my bone from my shoulder to
my elbow; thus, push-ups are a challenge.
However, this exercise has given my mental
state an incredible lift. I am completely off
the antidepressants and I am losing about a
pound a week. It is not easy, but if I can
keep this up for a full year, I will be right
“back to normal” -- my new normal. While
my new normal is nowhere close to my old
normal, I am still very thankful as it sure
beats the alternative.
I give Orange Theory a lot of credit -- I
think it is totally responsible for getting me
in decent enough shape that a few weeks ago
I was able to complete my first “Fight for
Air Climb." This was a climb up the Sales
Force Tower in Indianapolis -- just under
fifty flights of stairs. I will admit there were
moments where I was incredibly winded and
had to take a small break. However, I was
able to complete the exercise and I raised
the most amount of money for an
individual. Sometimes, one has to celebrate
“the new normal." I am very happy to have
participated and cannot wait to climb again
next year and to try to beat my time. These
are just small steps in the big comeback!!

COUNTY LINE
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A great deal of the overall block grant program goes toward creating affordable housing
in the county. Hamilton County Area Neighborhood Development, known as HAND, gets
this money for their several housing projects. Other non-profits sharing in the block grant
include local food banks, legal clinics, Prevail, Salvation Army, Shepherd Center and
Trinity Health Clinic.
Allen is currently compiling the number of individuals who receive assistance from
one or another of the organizations aided by the block grant. Even though Hamilton County
is assumed to be wealthy, he says the number will be easily "in the thousands."

WESTFIELD
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Chamber of Commerce office located in City Hall at 130 Penn Street. Basic information
about the applicant is required as well as a 500-1000 word essay. The essay subject is
detailed on the application form along with instructions for submitting. Applications must
be received by the chamber office no later than April 15 to be considered. www.westfieldchamber.org
Members of the chamber’s board of directors who make up the scholarship committee
will read and evaluate each application. The three recipients will be notified in advance
and presented their award at their high school’s awards night if applicable. They will also
be invited to be guests of the chamber along with their respective scholarship sponsor at
the chamber’s monthly luncheon in July.
Any questions may be answered by calling the chamber office at 317-804-3030,
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

SHERIDAN
Ÿ Sod, fill dirt, and trash from contractor
clearing, and other materials that require
special handling, such as explosives,
pathological and biological waste,
radioactive material, ashes and sand
Ÿ Automotive parts like engines, rear ends,
springs, fenders and seats
Ÿ Farm equipment, marine vessels, or any
other major parts

From Page 1
Ÿ Septic, human and animal waste
(minimal amounts, like diapers and kitty
litter, are OK)
Should you have any questions, our
office is available to you from 7 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through Friday. You may
reach us at 317-917-7300 or any time at
republicservices.com

Thank you for reading the Reporter

Obituaries
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Benny H. Ball
October 20, 1922 - March 22, 2017
Benny H. Ball, 94, of Noblesville, passed away on Wednesday, March 22, 2017 at
Riverview Health in Noblesville. He was born on October 20, 1922
to James and Lizzy (Woliver) Ball in Pennington Gap, Virginia.
Benny retired in 1971 from Firestone Industrial Products in
Noblesville, where he had worked for 22 years. He proudly served his
country with the U.S. Army and was a WWII veteran, and a member
of the American Legion Post #45.
He is survived by his wife, Virginia Lee Ball whom he married in
1947; daughter, Nellie Ann Pipkin; grandson, Benjamin Leigh
(Amber) Pipkin; great-grandson, Jackson Leigh Pipkin; and siblings,
Buddy Ball, Kathleen DePoe and Ada Jean Shanks.
A visitation will be from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm on Sunday, March 26, 2017 at Randall
& Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan Street in Noblesville. A graveside service with
burial will be at 1:00 pm on Tuesday, March 28, 2017 in Powell Valley, VA.
Condolences: www.randallroberts.com

Donald Dean Gray
May 23, 1928 - March 10, 2017
Donald Dean Gray, 88, of Noblesville, passed away on Friday, March 10, 2017 at his
winter home in Harlingen, Texas. He was born on May 23, 1928 to
Forest Lee and Ersie Lucille (Schultz) Gray in Wallace, Indiana.
Donald graduated in 1946 from Waynetown High School, and was
a Korean Era Veteran, drafted into the United States Army in the 101st
Airborne Division, The Screaming Eagles. He married the love of his
life and partner in every way, Muriel L. Suiters, on November 6, 1954.
Donald was self-employed for years in the automated feeding systems
business, working with and for the farming community.
Our father was a strong, independent, and loving man, our best
critic, but strong supporter, and the "happiest and kindest grouch" that
will be missed by all who survive him: his children, Cheryl (James) Skaggs, Denise (John)
McDonald, Gary (Christine) Gray, Jayne (John) Gribble, and Ritch (Sharyl) Gray; 14
grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; and other family and friends.
In addition to his parents, Donald was preceded in death by his wife, Muriel; son, Bruce
Allen; grandsons, Michael R. and Tony; and brothers, Dale Gray and Paul Gray.
Services will be held at 1:00 pm on Saturday, March 25, 2017 at Randall & Roberts
Funeral Home, 1150 Logan Street in Noblesville, with visitation from 11:00 am to the
time of service. Pastor Jimmy Gilbert will officiate. Burial will be at Crownland Cemetery
in Noblesville.
In lieu of flowers, please make contributions to your favorite charity in his honor.
Condolences: www.randallroberts.com

Additional obituaries
appear on Page 4
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But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and
great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all;
- Matthew 12:15

Candy Williams
April 3, 1950 - March 19, 2017
Candy Williams, 66, of Noblesville, passed away on Sunday, March 19, 2017 at her
home. She was born on April 3, 1950 to James and Laura Mae (Walton)
Vernon in Noblesville, Indiana.
Candy co-owned her own hair salon early in her career, and then
held many other jobs in the Noblesville community. She was a member
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. She was the "best
Mamaw there ever was" and an avid Cubs and Pacers fan. Candy had
a positive and fun-loving spirit, and had many friends and a great sense
of humor; she never met a stranger. Candy was well-known for her
famous "cowboy cookies" and loved playing cards, especially euchre.
She is survived by her children, Celli Spencer, Carrie (Michael)
Tipton, Kevin (Mary Ann) Williams, and Scott (Barb) Edens; siblings, Danny Vernon,
Michelle Hobbs, Connie Chase, Tom Vernon, Ann Barnes, and Bob Vernon;
grandchildren, Brady, Briana, Andrea, Adam, Alyson, Seth and Claire; as well as several
great-grandchildren.
In addition to her parents, Candy was preceded in death by her husband, Cody Williams
in 2011; and brother, Butch Vernon.
Services will be held at 3:00 pm on Saturday, March 25, 2017 at Randall & Roberts
Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield Road in Noblesville, with visitation from 12:00 pm to the
time of service.
Memorial contributions may be made to American Heart Association, Memorials and
Tributes Lockbox, 3816 Paysphere Circle, Chicago, IL 60674; or American Diabetes
Association, Indiana Office, 8604 Allisonville Road, Suite 140, Indianapolis, IN 46250.
Condolences: www.randallroberts.com

Obituaries
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Joan Louise Galasso

Zula Mae (Tyndall) Hafler

October 21, 1936 - March 20, 2017

March 21, 2017

Joan Louise Galasso, 80, of Fishers, passed away on Monday, March 20, 2017 at
Northridge Gracious Retirement Living in Fishers. She was born on October 21, 1936 to
Alfred DeWalden and Eileen Antionette (Butler) Howard in Mount Vernon, New York.
Joan spent most of her adult life and raised her family in Valparaiso, IN where she was
a member and song leader at St. Paul's Catholic Church, a proud member of Sweet
Adelines, worked in the medical field and volunteered as a respite care giver for Hospice.
Upon retirement in 1999 Joan and her husband Len relocated to Hilton Head Sun City,
SC where she became extremely active in civic theater. She returned to Indiana in 2012
to be closer to family. Joan was a member of Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in
Noblesville.
She is survived by two children, Gregory (Cathy) Galasso and Andra Galasso; two
grandchildren, Matthew (Jennie) Galasso and Meg Galasso; sister, Eileen (Jerry) Corvino;
and brother, James Howard.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband of 58 years,
Leonard P. Galasso; and three brothers, Art Howard, Al Howard and Paul Howard.
Services will be held at 1:00 pm on Saturday, April 1, 2017 at Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church, 9900 East 191st Street in Noblesville, with Rev. Tom Metzger officiating.
Burial of ashes will be at Crownland Cemetery in Noblesville.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Our Lady of Grace Catholic
Church, Haiti Mission Fund, 9900 East 191st Street Noblesville, IN 46060.
Condolences: www.randallroberts.com

Zula Mae (Tyndall) Hafler, 83, of Noblesville, Indiana, passed away peacefully,
surrounded by her family on Tuesday, March 21, 2017, in Holland,
Michigan, where she was residing.
Zula graduated from Broad Ripple High School in 1951, and earned
a certificate in nursing from the Midwest Institute in 1994. From
1973-81, she worked at Best Lock in Indianapolis, at BLD Products
in Holland, Michigan from 1986-93, and at Meijer in Carmel until from
1993 until she retired in 2007.
Zula was a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother and great
grandmother. She was loved dearly and will be missed by all who
survive her: her husband of 63 years, Robert Hafler; her children:
LuAnn (Greg) Benbow, Thomas (Robin) Hafler, Judy (Darrell) Stewart, Carol (Brian)
Rock, Robert (Vicki) Hafler, Peggy Bertrand, David (Brandi) Hafler; 22 grandchildren;
and 32 great grandchildren. She is preceded in death by her mother, May Tyndall and a
granddaughter, Rachel Benbow.
Services will be held at 1:00 pm on Saturday, March 25, 2017 at Noblesville Pilgrim
Holiness Church, 1413 Westfield Road in Noblesville, with visitation from 11:00 am to
the time of service. Pastor John Forsee will officiate. Burial will follow at Crownland
Cemetery in Noblesville.
The family wishes to extend their deepest gratitude to the loving and caring staff at
Resthaven Rehab in Holland, Michigan.
Condolences: www.randallroberts.com
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Conner Prairie to open for 2017 season March 28
Conner Prairie will open its historic outdoor grounds
for the 2017 season on March 28.
Spanning nearly 1,000 wooded acres in central Indiana,
the museum welcomes nearly 400,000 visitors of all ages
each year. As Indiana’s first Smithsonian Institute
affiliate, Conner Prairie offers 10 outdoor, historically
themed destinations and two indoor experiential learning
spaces that combine history and art with science,
technology, engineering and math.
Conner Prairie will be open from 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday through April 9. Days of
operation change from April 13-30; the museum will be
open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday through Sunday.

Admission is $17 for adults, $16 for seniors age 65 and
older, $12 for youth ages 2-12 and free for members and
children under age 2. Group tour pricing for 15 or more is
$12 for adults and $8 for youth ages 2-12.
Coming up in April will be a special early opening for
guests with sensory issues on April 8; Easter on the Prairie
and Breakfast with the Easter Bunny on April 15; Follow
the North Star on April 21-22 and April 28-29; Arbor Day
on April 28; and Shear Fun! on April 29-30. Details on these
special events and others can be found online.
Conner Prairie is proud to partner with other local
museums to make family fun available to more families
throughout the region. Families that participate in any of
the state assistance programs, including Temporary

Assistance for Needy Families, food stamps or Hoosier
Healthwise Insurance, can utilize our Access Pass and visit
for $2 per family member per visit. Aides enjoy
complimentary admission with employee ID or proof of
employment.
The museum also offers admission relief to military
personnel by providing free daytime general admission to
active-duty, retired and veteran military members and 50
percent off the general admission price for up to five of their
immediate family members. A military ID is required.
Conner Prairie’s mission is to inspire curiosity and foster
learning about Indiana by providing engaging,
individualized and unique experiences.

Red Cross calls for type O negative and AB blood donors
The American Red Cross is issuing a call
for type O negative and AB blood donors to
make an appointment to give after severe
winter weather in some parts of the country
caused about 250 Red Cross blood drives to
cancel in March, resulting in more than
8,500 uncollected blood donations.
Type O negative blood and type AB
plasma are two of the most in-demand blood
products by hospitals. Those who give can
help patients locally or across the country as
the Red Cross has the ability to move blood
products where and when they are needed
most
“All blood types are needed to meet the
constant need of patients, and there is a
significant need now for type O negative and
AB donations to help some of the most

vulnerable patients,” said Rodney Wilson,
communications manager for Red Cross
Blood Services. “We ask that you schedule
an appointment to roll up a sleeve to help
save a life in the coming days.”
Donations help patients like Brady
Prosser. He was severely burned in October
while mowing near burning leaves. He
received regular – sometimes daily – blood
and plasma transfusions during his
hospitalization.
Type O negative blood can be transfused
to patients with any blood type and is often
needed in emergency situations when there
isn’t time to determine a patient’s blood
type. While less than 7 percent of the U.S.
population has type O negative blood,
hospitals depend on frequent O negative

donations to ensure it’s always available for
patients in need. Type O negative blood
donors are an important part of the Red
Cross trauma team.
Type AB is the universal plasma type
and can be transfused to patients of any
blood type in an emergency. Plasma helps
maintain blood pressure and supplies critical
proteins for clotting and immunity. Plasma
can be donated through a blood donation.
How to help
Eligible donors can learn more, find a
donation opportunity and schedule an
appointment by using the free Blood Donor
App, visiting redcrossblood.org or calling
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). A
blood donor card or driver’s license or two
other forms of identification are required at

Six ways to update home décor this spring
(StatePoint) Spring is the perfect time re-evaluate your
home’s décor and color palette. After the long winter
season, interiors often need a facelift.
Get inspired to freshen up your home with these six
2017 décor trends from interior designer and DIY television
personality, Taniya Nayak.
1. Add timeless touches. Tasteful updates can help
create an elegant family room that will never go out of style.
Display heirlooms and vintage-inspired items, such as
traditional candle holders or a vase, and pair with a modern
color scheme such as white or navy, to achieve a tailored
and timeless look in your living room.
2. Apply modern morphing techniques. Morph a wideopen space together with bold colors and patterns that help
bridge the gap between rooms. Accomplish this with a large
piece of geometric artwork or by utilizing color-blocking
techniques to paint an accent wall, which tricks the eye as
to where one room ends and another begins.
Before painting an accent wall, it’s important to tape off
windows, doorways and trim to prevent splatter. One of the
most important tools for any painting project is a premium
painter’s tape, such as FrogTape brand painter’s tape, which
is treated with patented PaintBlock Technology to help
ensure your work looks seamless and to deliver the sharpest
transition lines between the newly painted accent wall and
adjacent walls.
3. Interweave textures and bold patterns. Be bold and
embrace this indie-meets-mid-century trend to add character
to a space. An easy way to attain this look is by pairing
patterned pillows with deep, intense colors from an area
rug. Or, take it one step further and create a wall design
comprised of overlapping paint using rich shades such as
blue, pink or red, for a truly authentic look.
4. Create luscious layers. Allow yourself to feel wrapped
in luxury with this emerging trend. When creating a
peaceful nest, immerse yourself in layers by integrating
different textures and soft patterns in colors, such as blush
pinks, creams and soft grays. Start by adding blankets and
sheer drapery. Place a rug on top of carpet. Finish the look
with ruffled pillows or a faux fur throw for a space that is
cozy and chic.
5. DIY haute homemade projects. Elevate your home
with handmade personal touches that bring comfort and
warmth into a room. Go bold and paint stripes on an area

Photo (c) FrogTape/Barb Blair
rug, or give flea market finds a chic update with metallic
paint. If you want to start small, try transforming an ordinary
basic into a fun planter by painting the bottom with fresh
white paint. For professional looking results, you can use
FrogTape brand painter’s tape to achieve a crisp line.
6. Incorporate nature’s influence. Integrate fresh flowers
and surprising pops of color, like yellow or teal, with natural
finishes, such as wood, to create an unexpected yet
whimsical look. Or create a statement accent piece by
painting a nature-inspired pattern like florals or feathers.
All you need is paint and painter’s tape to DIY a look that
brings nature’s outdoor influence inside.
More inspiration and popular trends are available at
frogtape.com.
Get started on your décor projects now so that you can
ensure your home is up-to-date with the latest design trends.

A beautiful lawn in less time
(StatePoint) For homeowners
looking to create a more inviting
outdoor living space, it all starts
with a beautiful lawn. But without
the right routines and tools,
achieving and maintaining a topquality yard can be time consuming.
One of the best ways to save
time and get the lawn you want is
to invest in better lawn care tools.
Now is a great time to take stock of
the tools in your garage.
“If you’re spending more time
than you’d like maintaining your
lawn, you might consider some key
equipment upgrades,” says Jamie
Briggs, product manager at
Exmark, a leading manufacturer of
mowers and other lawn care
equipment.
“Choosing the right mower is
more than just an investment to beautify your property,”
Briggs said. “A newer, faster mower will give you more
free time to enjoy the outdoor living space you’ve worked
so hard to create.”
With that principle in mind, here are some insights about
what to look for when replacing an older mower with a
newer, more efficient model.
• Maneuverability: The ability to easily maneuver
between flowerbeds, trees and other landscape features
allows you to mow closer to these features. As a result,
you’ll spend less time with a string trimmer.
• Cut quality: Some mowers deliver a better quality of
cut than others. It’s one factor to consider when upgrading
your mower, especially with respect to the type of grass of
your lawn.

• Durability: Look for features with increased durability,
such as welded, fabricated cutting decks, commercial
engines, hydro drive systems and heavy-duty welded,
tubular steel unibody frames.
Briggs recommends homeowners take a look at the
equipment used by the professionals.
“Landscape professionals earn their living efficiently
maintaining beautiful properties. It’s safe to say the zeroturn riding mower has become their tool of choice,” he says.
Zero-turn riding mowers from Exmark, for example, are
offered at a variety of price points and provide solid
productivity, performance and durability. For more
information, visit Exmark.com.
This season, give yourself more time and energy to
enjoy the outdoor living space you’ve created, with an
upgrade to newer, faster tools.

check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of
age in most states (16 with parental consent
where allowed by state law), weigh at least
110 pounds and are in generally good health
may be eligible to donate blood. High school
students and other donors 18 years of age
and younger also have to meet certain height
and weight requirements.
Blood donors can save time at their
donation appointment by using RapidPass
to complete their pre-donation reading and
health history questionnaire online, on the
day of their donation, prior to arriving at the
blood drive. To get started and learn more,
visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass and
follow the instructions on the site.

Westfield spring
cleaning reminders
Spring is officially here and the city is reminding
residents of a few ways to help out with this year’s spring
cleaning.
“One of the compliments I get from both residents
and visitors is how clean the Westfield community is,”
Mayor Andy Cook said. “The city administration doesn’t
achieve this alone. We are always proud of the way our
residents chip in and help make our roads, sidewalks and
parks as presentable as possible.”
WeConnect, the customer service portal for
Westfield’s residents and visitors, features a litter locator
button, as well as a road hazard button. These allow
residents to report areas of the city where trash has
become a problem, as well as alert the city to debris in
roadways, line of sight issues, or other problems that may
make travel unsafe.
Residents can utilize the WeConnect reporting tools
by either visiting weconnect.westfield.in.gov or by
selecting the WeConnect tool through the city’s mobile
app, available on iTunes and GooglePlay.
The city will also be coordinating a heavy trash
drop-off day as has been done in years past. This
year’s heavy trash drop-off will occur on Saturday, May
13, from 8 a.m. to noon. Another heavy trash drop-off
will occur in October.
A full list of acceptable items for the heavy trash
drop-off can be found by clicking here.
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Thomas hired as Viper, WHS head swim coach
One of the most experienced swim coaches in Indiana
is heading to Westfield.
Darrick Thomas has been named
as the head coach for both the Westfield High School swim teams and the
Viper Aquatics Swim Team, which is
based in Westfield. Thomas is a
familiar name in the Indiana swimming community, joining Viper after
previous coaching stops at Zionsville
Swim Club, and most recently Head
Age Group coach at Carmel Swim
Club. Thomas will also take the helm
Thomas
of the Westfield High School swim
team this summer.
“We are so fortunate to have Darrick join the Viper
family,” said Andrea Todd, Club President. “He is a skilled
professional and comes to us with the highest recommendation of his peers. We were very impressed with his

Two more days
to Hoosier State
Relays
Cold
weather
forced
the
postponement of Wednesday's track and
field meets between Noblesville and
Fishers - the girls were to compete at
Hare Chevrolet Field, while the boys
planned to run at Reynolds Tigers
Stadium.
The weather is finally going to start
warming up today, but before everyone
gets outside for good, there is one more
big indoor meet to settle: The Hoosier
State Relays, which take place Saturday
at Indiana University.
The meet is divided up into large
schools (football classes 4A, 5A and 6A)
and small schools (classes 1A, 2A and
3A). The big schools compete first,
starting at 8 a.m., with the small schools
beginning their meet at 2 p.m.
In the large school boys meet,
Carmel has 10 qualifers at IU for the
Relays, Westfield and Fishers both have
eight, and Hamilton Southeastern and
Noblesville both qualified five. The
Royals do have a top seed in Gabe
Fendel, who is rated first in the 3200
run. The Shamrocks are seeded first in
the distance medley relay.
As for the large school girls,
Southeastern has 13 qualifiers to the
meet. Carmel will send 11 to IU,
Noblesville will have 10, Fishers nine
and Westfield six. The Greyhounds have
five qualifiers in the 3200 run, while
HSE qualified four in the pole vault
event. Fishers’ Tamia Perryman is a
close second seed in the 60 dash; her

experience and desire to move Westfield swimming into a
new era of growth and competition.”
Thomas, a Kentucky native, has over 20 years coaching
experience at the age group through collegiate level,
including Western Kentucky University and club programs
in Kentucky, Tennessee and Indiana. Prior to returning to
Kentucky in 2010, Thomas was the head coach at Zionsville
Swim Club and an assistant at Zionsville High School from
2005-2010, a period that saw a significant growth and
achievement in both programs and several high school
sectional championships. After four years working with
programs in the Bowling Green area, Thomas returned to
Indiana after being hired by Carmel Swim Club in 2014.
"I’m grateful for the opportunity to become part of the
Viper family and eager to take on the challenge of growing
the program and increasing our footprint in Westfield," said
Thomas. "I plan to build Viper into an athletic program that
allows our youth to compete at the highest levels of the
sport, as well as providing lessons and other aquatic

programming to Westfield residents that promote the safety
and lifelong health benefits of swimming. I’m excited to
get to know the athletes and families of Viper and the
Westfield community."
"We are excited to welcome Darrick Thomas to our
athletic family," said Westfield High School athletic director Bill Davis. "Darrick is replacing long time coach, Kyle
Messmore. Kyle will be missed and we are truly thankful
for all that he did to grow our program. Darrick brings a
strong background in swimming and we look forward to
him leading our program into the future".
Enrollment in Viper’s spring and summer swimming
programs, held at Westfield High School and Middle
School, is ongoing. A new swimmer placement and parent
information session will be Monday, March 27 from 6-7 at
Westfield High School pool (Door 13). More information
is available at viperaquatics.org.

Carmel celebrates 1977 state
basketball championship

Photo by Jennifer Hersberger

Tim Wiley (with the microphone) and other members of Carmel's 1977 state championship basketball team field
questions from the audience at Tuesday night's 40th anniversary of their victory. From the left are Bart Burrell, Brian
Greene and Mark Herrmann. Five other members of the team, not shown here, were present. The anniversary
celebration, sponsored by the Carmel Clay Historical Society, was held at the Flix Theatre in Carmel and included
showing highlights of the 1977 final game and huge community celebration that followed.
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Indianapolis Indians announce RELAYS
details for Opening Night
On Wednesday, the Indianapolis Indians unveiled their plans for celebrating the start
of the 2017 baseball season. The Tribe’s Opening Night is Thursday, April 6, when they
host the Toledo Mud Hens at 7:05 p.m.
“Indians baseball has become a rite of spring in downtown Indy,” Indians President
and General Manager Randy Lewandowski said. “Opening Night will be special, with
everything from fireworks to a new HD video board to the sounds of the game. The crack
of the bat and the roar of the crowd are almost here.”
Among the highlights for the season opener: the Indians 60-degree weather guarantee,
Sun King Brewery’s Bike to the Ballpark, a schedule magnet giveaway and postgame
fireworks.
As part of the Indians 60-degree weather guarantee, if the temperature at first pitch is
below 60 degrees, fans with an Opening Night ticket will receive another ticket to an April
game.
Also on Opening Night, Sun King, the official craft beer of the Indianapolis Indians,
is hosting its seventh annual Bike to the Ballpark presented by Knozone. The party begins
at 4 p.m. at Sun King’s downtown location (135 N. College Ave.) and finishes at Victory
Field. Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett will lead the 1.7-mile trek through downtown. The
group leaves for the game at 6 p.m.
Bike to the Ballpark is free and open to all ages, but tickets to the game are not included.
Fans can purchase a game ticket in advance at IndyIndians.com or the Victory Field Box
Office to receive $2 off the price at the gate.
Once inside Victory Field, Sun King will be tapping a special selection of beers for
fans 21 and older on Opening Night, including Indians Lager, Alrye’d Alrye’d Alrye’d
Rye IPA, Sunlight Cream Ale, Pachanga Mexican Lager, After Party Apricot Sour and
Small Batch Maibock.
The Tribe open with 13 games at Victory Field in the first 18 days of the season. Tickets
for single games and season packages are available today at IndyIndians.com or the Victory
Field Box Office.
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time of 7.61 seconds is right behind Crown
Point’s Kristen LaCrosse; her seed time is
7.60.
In the small school boys meet, Hamilton
Heights has four qualifiers, while Guerin
Catholic has three, including Quinn
Gallagher in the 3200 run. Sheridan's Nick
Burnell is the Blackhawks' representative
at the Relays; he will compete in the high
jump.
The Golden Eagles have seven
qualifiers in the small school girls meet,
with the Huskies sending four to IU.
Heather Barker will compete for Sheridan
in the high jump.
Here is a complete list of qualifiers:

LARGE SCHOOL QUALIFIERS
BOYS
60 hurdles: Peyton Haack, Westfield;
Jakob Pearson, Carmel; Dainon Wray,
Westfield.
60 dash: Nolan Rodgers, Westfield.
3200 run: Colin Murphy, Carmel; Gabe
Fendel, Southeastern; Ben Wagoner,
Southeastern; Keelan Grant, Carmel;
Calvin Bates, Carmel; Thomas Gastineau,
Carmel, Josh Roth, Fishers.
4x800 relay: Westfield, Fishers,
Carmel, Noblesville.
4x200 relay: Noblesville, Fishers,
Carmel.
4x400 relay: Fishers, Noblesville,
Westfield, Carmel.
Distance medley: Southeastern,
Westfield, Noblesville, Fishers.
Pole vault: Tyler Grace, Fishers; Justin
Mamaril, Westfield; Alex Audia, Carmel;
Mitch Lipe, Carmel.
High jump: Hayden Wenger,
Southeastern; Peyton Forbes, Fishers.
Long
jump:
Chase
Maxey,
Southeastern; Will Syrus, Fishers; Nolan
Rodgers, Westfield.

Kent Graham/File photo
Hamilton Southeastern’s Gabe Fendel is
the top seed in the boys large school
3200 run.
Shot put: Drew Hartmann, Noblesville.
GIRLS
60 hurdles: Arianna Noble, Fishers;
Meghan Cullen, Southeastern; Emily
Robertson, Westfield; Mia Mackenzie,
Southeastern; Jaanvi Bisaryia, Carmel;
Tayah Irvin, Southeastern.
60 dash: Tamia Perryman, Fishers;
Danielle Harrison, Fishers.
3200 run: Sarah Leinheiser, Carmel;
Christina Geisler, Carmel; Rachel
Anderson, Carmel; Miya Wai, Fishers;
Daphne Boom, Carmel; Lily McAndrews,
Carmel; Sophie Reichard, Noblesville;
Aubrie Deal, Noblesville.
4x800 relay: Fishers, Southeastern,
Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield.
4x200 relay: Noblesville, Carmel,
Westfield, Southeastern, Fishers.
4x400 relay: Carmel, Southeastern,
Noblesville, Fishers.
Distance
medley:
Fishers,
Southeastern, Noblesville, Westfield,
Carmel.
Pole
vault:
Kendall
Viele,
Southeastern;
Natalie
McDaniel,
Southeastern, Sydney Sloan, Southeastern;
Shelby Tyler, Noblesville, Kara Deady,
Carmel; Jessica Bray, Southeastern.
High jump: Alex Miller, Fishers;
Tayah Irvin, Southeastern, Shelby Tyler,
Noblesville.
Long jump: Mia Mackenzie,
Southeastern;
Maria
Anderson,
Noblesville; Sydney Spears, Westfield;
Lily Walter, Noblesville.
Shot put: Jada Caldwell, Westfield.
SMALL SCHOOL QUALIFIERS
BOYS
3200 run: Quinn Gallagher, Guerin
Catholic.
4x800 relay: Heights, Guerin Catholic.
4x200 relay: Heights.
Distance medley: Guerin Catholic.
Pole vault: Brandon McQuinn, Heights.
High jump: Nick Burnell, Sheridan.
Long jump: Jesse Brown, Heights.
GIRLS
3200 run: Megan Slamkowski, Guerin
Catholic.
4x800 relay: Heights, Guerin Catholic.
4x200 relay: Heights, Guerin Catholic.
4x400 relay: Heights, Guerin Catholic.
Distance medley: Guerin Catholic.
Pole vault: Bailey Haworth, Heights;
Reagan Ney, Guerin Catholic.
High jump: Heather Barker, Sheridan.
Long jump: Grace Gjerde, Guerin
Catholic.
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Noblesville’s Ben Gruver commits to Marian University

Photo courtesy Kent Graham Images
Noblesville senior Ben Gruver has committed to play football at Marian University in Indianapolis.
Pictured - Front Row: Jen Gruver, Ben Gruver, Mike Gruver. Back Row: Paul Stin, Noblesville Head Football Coach Jason Simmons.
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NBA standings
Eastern Conference
Atlantic
Boston
Toronto
New York
Philadelphia
Brooklyn
Southeast
Washington
Atlanta
Miami
Charlotte
Orlando
Central
Cleveland
Milwaukee
Indiana
Chicago
Detroit

W
46
42
27
26
14
W
43
37
35
32
26
W
46
36
36
34
34

L
26
29
44
45
56
L
28
34
36
39
46
L
24
35
35
38
38

PCT.
.639
.592
.380
.366
.200
PCT.
.606
.521
.493
.451
.361
PCT.
.657
.507
.507
.472
.472

9
Washington 104, Atlanta 100
Denver 126, Cleveland 113
Milwaukee 116, Sacramento 98
Utah 108, New York 101

Wednesday’s games
Charlotte 109, Orlando 102
Boston 109, Indiana 100
Chicago 117, Detroit 95
Oklahoma City 122, Philadelphia 97

Western Conference
GB
3.5
18.5
19.5
31.0
GB
6.0
8.0
11.0
17.5
GB
10.5
10.5
13.0
13.0

Northwest
Utah
Oklahoma City
Denver
Portland
Minnesota
Southwest
San Antonio
Houston
Memphis
Dallas
New Orleans
Pacific
Golden State
L.A. Clippers
Sacramento
Phoenix
L.A. Lakers

W
44
41
34
32
28
W
54
49
40
30
30
W
57
43
27
22
20

L
28
30
37
38
42
L
16
22
31
40
41
L
14
29
44
49
51

PCT.
.611
.577
.479
.457
.400
PCT.
.771
.690
.563
.429
.423
PCT.
.803
.597
.380
.310
.282

GB
2.5
9.5
11.0
15.0
GB
5.5
14.5
24.0
24.5
GB
14.5
30.5
35.0
37.0

Celtics beat Pacers despite
George’s 37 points
By KYLE GRAND
Courtesy nba.com/pacers
Paul George had his fourth 30-point
game in his last 10, but the Boston Celtics
were still able to pull out a 109-100 win at
the TD Garden.
Indiana trailed for most of the game, but
behind George, who finished with 37 points,
Indiana made things interesting in the fourth
quarter. After really getting going in the
third, George continued to light up the
scoreboard.
"They started getting away from us and
I tried to keep the game as close as possible,"
George said.
He splashed his fourth 3-pointer of the
game to cut the lead to 93-83 with 7:09 to
play. On Indiana's next possession, Jeff
Teague drilled a triple, and suddenly, the
Pacers trailed by only seven.
With under four minutes to go, the
deficit was just eight, but that's as close as
the Pacers would get. A transition layup by
Isaiah Thomas off a George turnover pushed
the score to 105-94 with 1:51 remaining,
closing the door on Indiana's chances.
The contest was close early, as Indiana
took an early 13-10 lead thanks mostly to
the play of Teague. At the midway point of
the first quarter, he had seven points, an
assist and a steal.
Indiana's offense stalled the rest of the
quarter, as the Blue & Gold made just one
of its last nine shots of the period. A late 7-0
run by Boston gave the Celtics a 21-19 lead
heading into the second.
The Pacers' offensive woes continued,
and Boston extended its lead to seven by the

quarter's midway point. George led the
Pacers' response, as two 3-pointers from PG
highlighted an 8-0 run to give Indiana a
one-point lead with 5:01 remaining.
Boston answered with a 10-2 run of its
own to retake the lead, 44-37, with under
three minutes to play. Indiana was within
four with just seconds remaining, but Avery
Bradley made a 3-pointer at the buzzer to
give Boston a seven-point advantage.
Boston pushed its lead to double-digits
and held it there for most of the third quarter.
"In the first and third quarter we got off
to slow starts," Pacers head coach Nate
McMillan said. "They came out very
aggressive in the third quarter, hitting three
or four straight threes."
George nailed a triple to make it a
nine-point contest at the 1:14 mark, but the
Celtics again built their advantage, this time
to 13. George struck again with another
jumper to make the score 85-74 with just :05
to go in the third.
But any momentum Indiana gained was
immediately lost, as the Pacers gave up a
three-point play at the buzzer to Marcus
Smart, and the Pacers trailed by 14, 88-74,
going into the final quarter, a deficit that was
just too much to overcome.
George played the entire second half en
route to finishing with 37 points on 11-of-26
shooting. He was 10-of-13 from the freethrow line. Teague scored 25 points and
added six assists.
For Boston, Thomas had 25 points,
while Al Horford contributed 15 points,
eight rebounds and eight assists. Bradley
scored 18 points for the Celtics.

100th Indianapolis 500
nominated for prestigious
sports business award
The 100th Running of the Indianapolis
500 presented by PennGrade Motor Oil in
2016 was nominated for the Sports Event of
the Year award to be presented at the 10th
annual Sports Business Awards, the leading
recognition for the North American sports
industry.
Sports industry leaders will gather
Wednesday evening, May 24 at the New
York Marriott Marquis at Times Square for
the ceremony, presented by Street and
Smith's SportsBusiness Journal. This year's
event features 87 nominees across 17
categories.
"The 100th Running of the Indianapolis
500 presented by PennGrade Motor Oil was
an incredible success that created lifelong
memories for our fans and generated
significant momentum for the Verizon
IndyCar Series," Hulman & Company CEO
Mark Miles said. "We're grateful to the
SportsBusiness Journal for its recognition
of the hard work that went into years of
planning and execution for this once-in-alifetime event."
This is the first time "The Greatest
Spectacle in Racing" has been nominated
for this esteemed award. Other 2016
nominees are the Copa America Centenario
Knockout Round, Ryder Cup, World Series,
Pilot Flying J Battle at Bristol and the World
Cup of Hockey.
The 100th Running of the Indianapolis
500 was one of the most memorable and
successful editions of the world's most
prestigious race, which has been an
American icon since the inaugural running
in 1911.
IMS was completely sold out for an
Indianapolis 500 Race Day for the first time,
with a massive crowd witnessing Alexander
Rossi become the first rookie winner of the
race since 2001.

